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The Mission of the Denver American Indian 

Commission is to enhance present and future 

communications between the Denver 

American Indian Community and the City and 

County of Denver, to advocate for social and 

cultural awareness and to promote economic 

and political equality.

Main Strategic Goal: To increase the visibility and 

awareness of American Indians in the Denver metro 

area by improving the American Indian quality of life 

and promoting positive concepts of American Indian 

heritage and culture.



DAIC Commissioners and Community Partners 

from IIIRM and the Stronghold Society Inc.                          
Photo credit – Mervyn L. Tano (February 6, 2016)



# 1: An efficient and effective commission structure.

# 2: Provide regular venues for Native peoples to share all forms of traditional 

and contemporary Native Arts and media with the community at large.

# 3: Regular lines of communication with, and positive interactions between, 

Denver public safety agencies and the Native communities in the Denver-metro 

area.

# 4: Create a positive, visible Native presence and promote indigenous 

perspectives throughout the Denver area.

# 5: Enhance, promote Native educational scholarship & Conference 

opportunities in the Denver area.

# 6: Represent the interests of the Denver Native community in the area of 

Health.

# 7: Create/Maintain the community resource directory and promote the 

comprehensive economic impact study.  

DAIC Commission Focus Areas: 



The Denver American Indian Commission host monthly 

meetings the second Wednesday of each month from 5:00pm 

to 6:00pm at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science (2001 

Colorado Blvd, Denver 80205).  Right after each meeting the 

DAIC is proud to present the monthly 2017 Indigenous Film 

Series @ DMNS’ Phipps Theater: films start at 6:30pm, with 

the doors opening at 6:00pm and end time between 7:45 –

8:30pm.  The format will be a film screening followed by 

discussion with the audience.  Free and open to the public.    







Four Guiding Principles
• The elimination of derogatory and offensive American Indian mascots, 

imagery, and names and strong recommendations for communities to 
review their depictions in facilitated public forums.  

• The recognition and respect of Tribal sovereignty and a strong 
recommendation for schools to enter into formal relationships with 
federally recognized tribe to retain their American Indian imagery.

• The recognition and respect of local control by elected boards of education 
and an active involvement of local communities, students, and citizens 
around the topic of American Indian mascots.

• A strong educational focus and outreach









American Indian 

Positive Interactions 

with Public Safety 

Community Training 

Since 2013

Reform Committee –

Larry Left Hand Bull





Mayor’s Diversity & Inclusion Awards
2016 – Ara Cruz & Café Cultura

2015 – Dianne Van Voorhees (Turtle Mt. Chippewa)

2014 – Shadana Dickerson-Sultan (Oglala Lakota

2013 – Shawn Martinez (Navajo)

2012 – Walt Pourier/Stronghold Society (Oglala Lakota

2011 – American Indian Veterans of Colorado (Inter Tribal Members)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jI0jnfy7FB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FrQ1OfvNDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OL-0hB4V-c
http://navajotimes.com/rezsports/martinez-joins-nbas-pistons-entertainment-staffer/
http://strongholdsociety.org/?p=745
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanIndianVeteransofCO/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE






Run for the Stronghold Event @ East High School 

April 22nd or 29th 2017 – health event in partnership with DIHFS

UNITY National Conference – Denver –

July 22-26, 2017

Pathways to Respecting American Indian Civil Rights Conference 

August 9-10, 2017

Denver Days event at Tocabe: An American Indian Eatery  

August 5th or 12th 2017

AISES National Conference – Denver –

September 21-23, 2017

Indigenous Peoples’ Day Confluence Event 

October 9, 2017

Events in 2017:



To be held on August 9th & 10th 2017 





Denver City Council reading of the 2015 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day Proclamation                                            
Photo credit – Elicia Goodsoldier (October 12, 2015)



DAIC Commissioners with Tribal Affiliations
• Kristina Bad Hand (Sicangu Lakota/Cherokee)

• Venus Boatner (Bois Forte Ojibwe/Oglala Lakota)

• Derek Brown (Dine’)

• Stella Carrasco (Sicangu Lakota)

• Benito Concha (Taos Pueblo)

• Jacqueline Esai (Athabaskan)

• Co-Chair - Maymangwa Flying Earth (Lakota, Ojibwe, 
Akimel O’odham) 

• Co-Chair - Elicia Goodsoldier (Navajo Nation/Spirit Lake 
Dakota) 

• Donna Lafferty (Cheyenne River Sioux)

• Kimimila Locke (Ahtna Dine, Hunkpapa Lakota, White 
Earth Ojibwe)

• Michelle Perez (Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians)

• Mervyn “Merv” Tano (Native Hawaiian/Indigenous 
Puerto Rican)

• Lance Tsosie (Dine’)

• Kimberly Varilek (Eastern Shoshone/Oglala Lakota)

For detailed information 
about and the purpose of the 
DAIC Commission, visit their 
website at 
http://www.denvergov.org/Na
tiveAmerican or 

follow us on 

Denver American Indian 
Commission

Darius Lee Smith (Dine’)
Administrative/Staff Support 
to DAIC 

(720) 913-8459 work

darius.smith@denvergov.org

http://www.denvergov.org/NativeAmerican
mailto:darius.smith@denvergov.org

