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LEADERSHIP &
COMMUNITY
EXPERIENCE 

Dec 2024-CurrentBoard Member of Indigenous Corporation 5280

Support senior executives with administrative tasks, including scheduling
meetings, managing correspondence, and preparing reports.
Assisted in the planning and execution of corporate events and client
meetings, ensuring a high level of professionalism and attention to detail.

Aug 2024-CurrentFaculty Learning Community, MSU Denver

Explore potential sources of Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge to enrich
an existing course curriculum.
Develop and foster meaningful relationships with Indigenous knowledge
holders while honoring Indigenous traditions of reciprocity and respect. 
Bringing Indigenous knowledge into our classrooms and research, will foster a
sense of belonging and community among Native and Indigenous students at
MSU Denver.

Aug 2024 - CurrentLeadership Cherry Creek & Indigenous Parent Action Committee,
Aurora CO 

Building cross-district partnerships to strengthen the Indigenous community. 
Advocating for undervalued youth in the cherry creek school district 
Building relationships with high school youth to recruit

Student Development Knowledge
Strategic Planning
Diversity Awareness
Certificates in facilitation for
holistic practices 

Project management
Data Analysis
Organizational and time
management skills. 
Corporate communications.

KEY SKILLS &
CERTIFICATES

Community College of Aurora

 Jan 2015 - May 2019Associates of Arts in Psychology

Metropolitan State University of Denver

Bachelors of Science in Psychology with a concentration 
of clinical and mental health counseling  

Aug 2019-May 2022

School of Education & Human Development at CU Denver

Aug 2024-PresentMaster of Arts in Counseling, Clinical Mental HealthEDUCATION

Created and presented informative talks on various health topics to high
school students throughout the Denver area. 
Served as a confidential resource for students seeking information, guidance,
and referrals to relevant health services. 
Facilitated interactive sessions on health topics, incorporating activities like
role-playing and open dialogue. 

Peer Health Educator, MSU Denver Jan 2022 - May 2022

Co-founder of the faculty and staff affinity group, created to support the
900+ Indigenous students. 
Assisting in progressing towards a Native American Non-Tribal Serving
Institution  

Native Nations Council Sep 2022-Current



My name is Deserea Richards, and I am Oglala Lakota. I am a mother, aunt, sister, daughter, 
granddaughter, and community member. My mother's family is the Richards and Blackeyes 
family from Martin and Tuthill, South Dakota. My father's family is the Janis and KillsSmall 
family from Porcupine and Kyle, South Dakota. I was born in Rapid City, South Dakota. I 
have lived in Colorado most of my life but have lived in three other states. I return home 
often to visit my family on the rez and for community and ceremonial purposes to stay 
connected to my traditional ways.  

In my professional role, I am the Associate Director of Native/Indigenous Student 
Engagement and Success at Metropolitan State University. In this role, I help Native 
students make a positive transition to college life while maintaining the best of Native 
culture by emphasizing harmony and balance in their daily lives.  




