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1. Denver Comprehensive Plan 2040 
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(p.28) 

 
families. (p.28) 

 Foster communities of opportunity by aligning housing strategies and investments to 
improve economic mobility and access to transit and services.  

 well connected vibrant, mixed-  
 

 
 

 
 

environmental well-  
 

(p.54) 
 -use communities where residents can live, work and play in their own 

 
 Focus growth by transit stations and along high- and medium capacity transit 

corridors.  
 -  
 

 
 Add a significant amount of jobs and housing in downtow  

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2. Blueprint Denver (2019) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 -use centers and along transit priority 
 

 The core of the approach is guiding growth to vibrant, mixed-use regional centers, 
including downtown Denver.  

 -density, mixed-use 
development in transit-rich areas including: Regional centers and community centers
High and medium-high residential areas in the downtown and urban center contexts.
(p.72) 

 Incentivize redevelopment of opportunity sites such as downtown surface parking lots.
(p.72) 

 development of affordable housing and mixed-income housing, particularly 
 

 Incentivize affordable housing through zoning, especially in regional centers, 
community centers and community corridors adjacent to transit.   



 Capture 80 percent of new housing growth in regional centers, community centers and 
corridors, high-intensity residential areas, greenfield residential areas, innovation flex 
districts and university campus districts  

 This includes focusing housing growth in Downtown Denver, the heart of the Rocky 
Mountain region. Downtown can accommodate significant compact growth and provide 
diverse, high-quality housing opportunities  

 Align high-density residential areas near regional centers to support housing growth 
near major job centers with access to transit priority streets.  

 In order to capture 25 percent of housing growth within the downtown neighborhood 
context that contains the largest regional center and the highest intensity residential 
areas:  Study and implement zoning incentives and other tools to attract high-density 
mixed-use development downtown, especially for vacant and underutilized land.  

 Capture 90 percent of job growth in regional centers, community centers and corridors, 
certain districts and high-intensity residential areas in downtown and urban center 
contexts. Of the 90 percent job growth, focus 30 percent downtown.  

 Encourage and preserve opportunity for office development within regional centers by 
allowing high density employment. Study and implement requirements and/or incentives 
for high density development in regional centers including vacant and underutilized land 
in downtown.  

 Promote the development and redevelopment of regional centers, including downtown, 
to meet the land use and transportation needs of targeted industries. This means 
encouraging regional centers to have strong connections to transportation options, 
especially passenger rail and transit priority streets, and fostering the mix of uses needed 
to attract businesses with a wide variety of jobs  

 -friendly housing, as 
well as a full range of job opportunities, in and near regional centers, community centers 
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 A strategic and intentional approach to direct most of our growth to key centers and 
corridors helps to achieve citywide equity goals to benefit all residents. The core of the 
approach is guiding growth to vibrant, mixed-use regional centers, including downtown 
Denver (p.48) 

 Regional centers are typically found along and near major transit investments. They are 
strategically placed throughout the city to create high density mixed-use development in 
key areas. Regional centers are highly walkable, vibrant places with great access to 
passenger rail and transit priority streets  

 Provides a high mix of uses to create a dynamic environment of living, dining, 
entertainment and shopping, while incorporating a diverse set of employment options.
(p.194) 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 The downtown context is the densest and most active. It contains the highest intensity 
residential and includes the largest employment center in Denver. Development in this 
context should contain a high mix of uses, with good street activation. Residents living in 
this context are well served by high-capacity transit.  

 The tallest buildings in Denver are found in downtown and generally have the greatest 
site coverage.   

 Heights are generally the tallest in the context and transition gradually within the 
center to the surrounding residential areas.  

 Large-scale mixed-use buildings are common  
 Tall building heights are common and transitions to adjacent places are minimal except 

when close to lower scale residential places.  
 

 

 
 

 
pedestrian-oriented, typically multi-story, usually with high building coverage with a 

 
 Local streets can vary in their land uses and are found in all neighborhood contexts. 

They are most often characterized by residential uses.  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Downtown Area Plan Amendment (2018) 

 
 

 

 
 

 Economic development and land use strategies to promote a diverse mix of land uses to 
ensure an active and prosperous distric  (p.9) 

 This significant land resource allows the City to continue to evolve and prosper with 
new businesses, jobs, and residents in its core.  

 Surface parking lots in the plan area create underutilized land  
 Enable a deliberate mix of uses to create a prosperous neighborhood that is vibrant 

throughout the day and night.  
 The desired land use for the plan area is an extension of the land use in Downtown 

Denver; it consists of a mix of residential, commercial, office, civic, institutional, and 
entertainment uses. Land uses can be mixed in each building, development, or block. 
Vertical and horizontal mixed-use is encouraged so residential and non-residential uses 
are within walking distance of one another  

 Promote uses to support the development of an employment center, which include high-
density commercial development and live/work opportunities as well as complementary 
uses such as office supply stores, shipping services, hotels, and food and beverage 
establishments.  

 Promote robust and diverse businesses, amenities, and commercial services.  



 Downtown: Build off of the success of the downtown core by utilizing largely 
undeveloped land in the plan area to provide similar uses that meet the demand of a 
growing downtown.  

 Include a variety of market-rate and affordable housing to accommodate diverse 
households and incomes in the plan area.  

 Variety of Building Types: Promote a variety of affordable and market-rate building 
types that include, but are not limited to, apartments, condominiums, townhomes, and 
live/work units.  

 Ensure that housing is appropriately located throughout the plan area.  
 Create a vibrant neighborhood by intentionally attracting a diverse range of residents, 

employees, entrepreneurs, and visitors  
 The Plan recognizes the need for a relatively high development intensity to support 

affordable housing, parks and other benefits, but it seeks to balance that need with varied 
building heights and massing to support a human-scale pedestrian environment. Building 
Height: Allow tall building heights if the regulatory tools for building intensity and 
massing described below are implemented.  

 Highest Intensity of Development: Includes taller buildings and/ or more building mass. 

near light rail station  
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