
   

MEMORANDUM – TOURISM IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
 

TO: Mayor Mike Johnston 

FROM: Office of Boards & Commissions 

DATE: 08/28/2025 

PURPOSE: Appointments for Tourism Improvement District 

PROCESS: Mayor’s Approval followed by City Council Confirmation 

 

 
Staff Liaison: Richard Scharf, Visit Denver 
 
Scope of Board/Commission: In 2017, VISIT DENVER The Convention and Visitors Bureau, with the Colorado Hotel & 
Lodging Association (CHLA) and the City and County of Denver, worked together to ensure Denver’s tourism industry 
remains competitive through the creation of a Tourism Improvement District (TID). A Tourism Improvement District is 
similar to other forms of improvement districts where businesses agree to assess a tax/fee in order to pay for specific 
projects. The Denver TID is the first of its kind in the state of Colorado, though there are approximately 100 TIDs in 
California, including in many of Denver’s top competitor cities such as San Diego, San Francisco and Anaheim. Other 
states with TIDs include Texas, Washington, Oregon, South Dakota and Montana. The TID was created for several 
reasons: 1. To close the funding gap for the expansion of the Colorado Convention Center (CCC) 2. Fund future 
improvements at the CCC 3. Support additional marketing efforts The TID adds a 1 percent tax to the guest folio of 
hotels with 50 or more rooms in the City and County of Denver. There is no cost to the hotel properties. Denver City 
Council passed the creation ordinance (17-0883) for the TID in August 2017 and in November 2017 voting TID-eligible 
hotels supported creation of the TID with 96 percent support (50-2).  
 
Appointment Process: 
The Mayor appoints 2 out of 7 members for a term of 3 years. City Council Confirms. 
 
Appointment Candidate: 
Term: 10/01/2025 – 09/30/2028 or until a successor is duly appointed 
 
Keith Siebenaler (Male)(Caucasian)   
Pre-Opening General Manager, Kimpton Claret 
 

BIO: With over two decades of experience in hospitality management, Keith has led 
successful teams at Kimpton Hotels and Restaurants, Hyatt, and Fairmont Hotels and 
Resorts. For the past 10 years, at Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants, he has driven operational 
performance and guest satisfaction in the luxury and lifestyle space. As a General 
Manager, he has worked in various markets, leading multi-unit teams and have led 
commercial marketing efforts. He’s been the opening Assistant General Manager/General 
Manager/Director of Operations for 3 recent properties and facilitated the grand opening 
of Aire rooftop bar at the Hyatt Centric the Loop Chicago. He is passionate about 
employee engagement, marketing efforts to showcase our properties and anything he can 
do to be an ambassador to the neighborhood, city and state where his properties reside. 

He is confident that his expertise in hospitality management will contribute significantly to the success of our Tourism 
Improvement Board. 
 
RECOMMENDATION NOTES: Recommended for appointment by Richard Scharf 
 
  



   

 
 
CURRENT BOARD                                                TERM END DATE 
 
Cheryl Biggins (CHLA)  08-31-2027 
 
Siiri Lobe (CHLA)  08-31-2027 
 
Greg Leonard (M)(C) (MAYOR)  08-31-2026 
 
Walter Isenberg (F)(C) (VISIT DENVER)  08-31-2026 
 
Amanda Parsons (F)(C) (CHLA)  08-31-2026 
 
Chris Cheney (M)(C) (VISIT DENVER)  08-31-2025 

 

Laura Lojas (MAYOR) – Terming Off 

Richard Scharf                                                  VISIT DENVER 

 

 
 
 



   

 


