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DPL Highlights: Staff Day 2025 



DPL Highlights: Community Awards

 



DPL Highlights: Grand Opening of 
Lena Archuleta Branch Library



DPL Highlights: Globeville Branch Groundbreaking 
Community Celebration



DPL Highlights: One Book One Denver (OBOD)
OBOD reached nearly 

5,500 readers
Denver embraced the 

return of OBOD
650+ people attended 

the book reveal



DPL Highlights: Community Resources Team

● In 2026, DPL began teaching the 
new Narcan/Naloxone Overdose 
Training, developed by the Denver 
Department of  Public Health and 
Environment (DDPHE). In quarter 
one of 2026, 80 DPL staff 
members completed the new 
training. 

● Last year the team administered 
Narcan/Naloxone 21 times 

● In quarter one of this year our 
team administered 
Narcan/Naloxone 5 times



2025 By the Numbers

2,797,931
Visits Across All 28 DPL 

Locations

2026 YTD: 714,046

72,585
Storytime Attendees, 

In Person & Virtual 

2026 YTD: 20,378

20,353
People Served via Community 

Connections

2026 YTD: 9,382

12,623
Phone-a-Story Listeners 

Across 4 Languages
2026 YTD: 2,893

2,439
Bookmobile Stops

2026 YTD: 2,084

850
Personalized Reading 

Lists
2026 YTD: 626

305
Chromebook Rentals

2026 YTD: 108



Denver Here: 2025-2030 Strategic Plan Updates
2026 Action Plan Investments

BE HERE

● Deliver vibrant, 
welcoming library 
spaces

● Strengthen the 
culture of safety

● Continue 
advancing 
strategic facilities 
planning

DISCOVER HERE

● Expand access to 
& awareness of the 
Library’s special 
collections

● Enhance collection 
accessibility & 
representation

ENGAGE HERE

● Increase 
community 
awareness of 
library programs & 
services

● Refine access to 
technology & 
digital literacy

OPERATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE

● Continue the 
development of 
strategic financial 
management tools

● Conduct 
comprehensive 
reviews of the 
Library’s Privacy 
and Library Use 
policies

● Develop an 
Accessibility 
Strategy



Bond 
Updates

Bond 
Updates



Bond Updates
Ongoing Challenges

Construction Cost Inflation: Elevate Denver Bond 
passed in 2017 and project budgets are not 
sufficient to meet original scope of work in 2026.

Deferred Maintenance: Older buildings have years of 
deferred maintenance needs and we have 
discovered unknown construction challenges that 
need to be addressed.

Solutions

Scope Changes: Where possible, modifying 
project scope to fit the budget. 

Fundraising: Working closely with  DPL Friend’s 
Foundation and City to identify or fundraise 
additional Capital funds.

DPL Fund: Allocating significant resources from 
our special revenue fund to close gaps in bond 
funding.

Eugene Field Branch Library Community Room



2025 Project Updates
Renovated and Reopened

Pauline Robinson 
Branch Library
(Elevate + SLSD)

Athmar Park 
Branch Library
(Elevate + SLSD + FIT)

New Branch Location

Lena Archuleta Branch Library 
(RISE)
Opened November 2025

Building AdditionReopening Celebration

Community Room



Background

Four branch locations (Hampden, Ross-Broadway, Eugene Field & Ross-University Hills) were taken offline before the end of 2025, 
slightly ahead of their original projected closure dates, partially as a cost-saving measure in response to budget reductions. 

All branch staff and operational support staff have been redeployed to other locations. 

Underway

Eugene Field Branch Library

(Elevate + SLSD)

Design complete; construction slated 
to begin in October

Hampden Branch Branch Library

(Rise + SLSD + FIT)

Construction underway

Ross-Broadway Branch Library

(Elevate + SLSD)

Construction underway

Project Updates



Underway

Ross-Phyllis Bigpond Branch Library

(Elevate + SLSD + FIT) 
*Formerly Ross-Barnum

Anticipated public reopening in June

Ross-University Hills Branch Library

(Elevate + SLSD)

Design complete; construction slated 
to begin in October

Schlessman Family Branch Library

(Elevate + SLSD)

• Bond renovations completed
• Phase two construction underway

Globeville Branch Library

(RISE)  

Construction underway

Project Updates



Library Service in Southeast Denver During Branch Closures

2 New Bookmobiles

Dedicated to serving Southeast Denver. 
Introduction at Schlessman on June 1.

Engagement Series

● Coffee & Construction Series
○ Thursday, May 14 
○ Saturday, June 13

● Partner Site Programming:
○ Plaza
○ Storytime

Extended Hours Locations: Virginia Village, Ross-Cherry Creek, and Central Library

Project Updates



New DPL-Specific Bond Project Dashboard 

Publicly available soon on our website!
Will be updated quarterly



supported by the DPL Fund

2025 DPL 
Fund 

Updates



The Denver Public Library Fund (DPLF)

Voters approved measure 2i in November 
2022, providing dedicated funding for DPL.

"Per the will of the voters, the revenues derived from 
the property tax increase are supplemental to, and are 
not to replace or supplant any General Fund revenues 
appropriated each year to the Denver Public Library."

Hadley Branch Library Idea Lab Browsable collection at Sam Gary Branch Library

Staff Day 2025 Presentation in the Teen LibraryRick, Facilities staff member



271,407
NYTimes Accesses

News, Games, Cooking, Sports (2025)

278,515
Songs Streamed
on Freegal+ (2025)

PressReader
7,000+ Newspapers & Magazines

120 Countries | 70+ Languages

Infrastructure & Facility Improvements

  Restroom renovations at 
Ross-Phyllis Bigpond

 EV charging stations at 
Pauline Robinson

DPL Fund Wins

Sneak Peek of Restrooms at Ross-Phyllis Bigpond



Central Library Teen Space

Central Library Children’s Library

Location Refreshes
• Park Hill (complete)

Supplementing Bond Funds
Renovations at:

● Ross-Phyllis Bigpond 
(ongoing)

● Ross-Broadway (ongoing)
● Eugene Field (ongoing)
● Hampden (ongoing)
● Schlessman (ongoing)

Deferred Maintenance
● Central Library (complete)
● Ross-Cherry Creek (pending)
● Virginia Village (pending)
● Woodbury (pending)

DPL Fund Capital Investments 



Still to Come
May 14 2026 Eleanor Gehres Awards

June New SE Bookmobile Launches

June Ross-Phyllis Bigpond Reopens

June-August 2026 Summer of Adventure

Aug-Sept 2026 One Book One Denver

October 3 2026 Latino Community Service Awards



Question + Answer



Thank you for your 
time!


