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002 S. Harrison Ln.

Location

* Council District # 10

* Belcaro neighborhood

« Adjacent to City of Brest Park

Zoning
 S-SU-F

Owner and Applicant
 Owner- Alan Golin Gass

* Applicants- Alan Golin Gass with assistance from
Docomomo and Historic Denver
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Landmark
Designation
Eligibility

The structure or district must meet the
following criteria *:

1. Maintains its integrity

2. More than 30 years old, or is of
exceptional importance

3. Meets at least three of ten criteria

4. The LPC considers the historic context

*Per Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter
30, DRMC)



Landmark Designation Criteria
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It has a direct association with a significant historic event or with the historical development
of the city, state, or nation;

It has direct and substantial association with a recognized person or group of persons who
had influence on society;

It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or type;
It is a significant example of the work of a recognized architect or master builder;

It contains elements of design, engineering, materials, craftsmanship, or artistic merit which
represent a significant innovation or technical achievement;

It represents an established and familiar feature of the neighborhood, community or
contemporary city, due to its prominent location or physical characteristics;

It promotes understanding and appreciation of the urban environment by means of distinctive
physical characteristics or rarity;

It represents an era of culture or heritage that allows an understanding of how the site was
used by past generations;

It is a physical attribute of a neighborhood, community, or the city that is a source of pride or
cultural understanding;

It is associated with social movements, institutions, or patterns of growth or change that
contributed significantly to the culture of the neighborhood, community, city, state, or nation.



A. Direct association with the historical
development of the city
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A. Direct association with the historical
development of the city

Post-World War Il residential development
patterns in Denver

— New trends in residential design

* Architects experimenting with housing innovation
and promoting new types of residential
development in post-war Denver

* Alan Golin Gass house drew a lot of public interest
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Denver Home’ s Dome Srops Traffic

By JOANNE DNTHMER
Denver Posd Wooee Edlior

Domes, whether on capital
buildinkg or private hemes. are
unfailing attendlon-getiers.

From the moment the 6§
square skylight crowned the
oriental-liavored doms of lbe)
Alsn Gnss hame ot 802 5. Har-
rizon Lane, tralfic muliplied,
Feaple drove by at a soeils
pace, and when their cordasity
‘became oo avid, would stap o
wander theaigh lhe hoase,

The dome s mob Jusl = cos-
versation-starier, [t Iy 8 soures
o INuminstion, Nosdllagy  the
maln Wvisg wros with gkt e
Figves ReTony e room with b
amn. Al night, ihe simrs pins
paini ihelr brlliance sgainsg a
durkesed sy,

Gass, who Ie 50 architeet, de-
slgned dhe bome which Man-
rom Assoefates buill He is 0
bellever in uncomplieated Jiving
Apace.

“le llkes ihe ides of preal
open spaces, with bois of ek
streaming En, and large livien
srea 0 mave Around B his
wile explilned af she opened

width of ihe house, nmd opens
oul onla a Hide terrace shaded
by ke gast doek.

Walls are the color of buizer
[cieEm,  wilth DBeige bamespis
draperies.  and  bedspread  in
bittorscodch plishy-fabeie. Bril-
liant orange aversize pdliove one
Toal stoppors,

Four aversize closcts provide
Blarage lor krseason and ouls
of-senszan cloching, Al the oghee
el of the room is Gage’ "al.
home  office™, with  drawlng
bord and fillng cabinets with
white counters, barrowed from
the ndjacest masier bath,

A lnrge wafinished wrim iy
e wrikile fnfo 1Wn bedrooms, bedk
with slbding dooes thd Jesd sul
in tho termee. A dall clreting
fenee glves privagy Lo this step-
down  derrace  wad  the  lawn
mbe

0wt al the ditinelive cefmes
menis is ihe frani door handlo—

long, shaped aid cmintally easy 7

te hold. It was & Chrisimas
present from Cass to his wile
before they wers mnersed, asl
her fissl comment was I8
lovely . ., what §5 a7

dpaperies (hat bd 10 ont of Lhi
parchedecks ihat edge fwo skdes
of the house,

In wie therd™s no dowlt . . .
It opens ihe door 10 ope of Duen-
wer's definbiely diflerenl homes

S

UGHT FROM DOME ILLUMINATES LIVING ROOM

Beige carpeting, comemparary furniters in living roam are lighted via the large svar

head dome. House awner, Gan, is architec who likes "open spoces,”

his wife says
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C. Embodies distinctive visible characteristics

of an architectural style

* Representation of the evolution of Modern architecture in |y ESSG——_u_yREFT=——"—4
Denver after World War i

Modernism moved away from the starkness of the
International Style into more varied interpretations

Incorporate solar design

e Character-defining features of 602 S. Harrison Ln.
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Dramatic roof form with domed skylight and deep
overhanging eaves

Large decks with broad expanses of glass to provide
indoor/outdoor connections

Flexible interior with a bi-level floor plan
Concrete, brick, and wood used in construction
Symmetrical and geometric design elements
Angled lot orientation
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D. Significant example of the work of a
recognized architect

e Alan Golin Gass

— Prominent member of Denver’s architecture
and urban planning communities working
independently and collaboratively

e Graduated Harvard Graduate School of Design
1956

* Worked for [.M. Pei, Fisher & Davis & James
Sudler Associates

* Founded AIA Denver Urban Design Committee in
1962

e Active with Citizens Advisory Committee to

DRCOG, Babi Yar Foundation, and Denver Gass with a model of the solar-powered building he designed
Architectural Foundation for the Front Range Community College in Westminster

* AIA College of Fellows in 1998
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D. Significant example of the work of a

€ THE DENVER POST = Wed.julyd 1981 ZONE 2
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e 602 S. Harrison Ln. key representation of ‘
Alan Golin Gass’ career
— Built 1961

— Prime example of work as an emerging
architect

— Established design philosophy

ATTENTION-CATCHER IMN SOUTHEAST DENVER

. EnVironmentaI deSi n Home heing Fuilt by orchitect Alon Goss has the [ook of an obscrvatory.
5 TRANSPARENT DOME

Denver Architect Builds Home
With Many Unusual Features
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Integrity

* Minimum alterations

* Maintains all aspects of integrity
— Original location
— Feeling, setting, and association

— Design, materials, and workmanship




* Post-war residential development
— Population boom
— Development of new areas

HiStOriC COnteXt — New residential types

— Evolution of modernism

* Period of significance

Period of _ 1961-1993
o .- — Represents construction date and
S|gn |f|Ca nce continued association with Alan Golin Gass

who continues to live in the home

— Ended at 1993 due to thirty year guidance
in Landmark ordinance



“The significance of Alan Gass as an architect
and his mid century modern residence. ..
makes this an excellent candidate for Landmark
status. This residence and Alan’s contribution
to Denver helps give this city soul.”

“Mr. Gass’ home represents his life’s work and
distinct mark. To protect his dwelling is to
acknowledge due recognition for a tireless
dedication to architecture and an exceptional
vision.”

Public Comment - 17

Public comments submitted to CPD from
individuals

o 11 individuals support

o 2 individuals opposition

Public comment submitted to CPD from
organizations
o Letter of support from Colorado chapter
of Docomomo US

Public comments at LPC
o 1 individual spoke support
o 2 individuals spoke opposition

Alan Golin Gass
o Facebook posts



Landmark Designation Review Criteria

e Over 30 years of age

* Application meets at least three criteria
* Retains Integrity

 LPC considered the historic context

e City Council considers
— Recommendation of LPC
— Written views of owners
— Comments received at public hearing

Based on the ordinance designation criteria and on the findings of the Landmark
Preservation Commission (LPC) that the application meets the criteria for
designation of a structure, staff recommends approval of the application.



