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URCO Background



URCO Overview by Sector

Buildings

Applies To: Applies To: Applies To: —
«  Multi-family residential buildings (8+ * Events expecting 350+ daily attendees «  Permitted new construction and

units) * Occurs on public property (in whole or demolition larger than 500 sq. ft.
- Non-residential buildings in part) * Interior remodels > 2,500 sq. ft.

e P ' h h DAV, DOTI DPR
e Licensed food businesses SIS UNE el @

Diversion Requirements:
Diversion Requirements: R

» Access to recycling and composting . 0 - -
* Access to recycling and composting _ 50% (by weight) of all debris must be
services for event employees, recycled or reused
services (recycle-only for non-
o contractors, customers, A minimum of three covered
residential buildings)

volunteers, and attendees materials must be recycled or reused



URCO Coverage:

10,000+ buildings
e ~170,000 multi-family residential units
e 3,000+ restaurants & food waste producers

e« 92%+ of annual attendees at permitted events

 100s permitted construction & demolition projects annually




Implementing Agencies

Buildings:

Multi-Family Residential DLCP/CASR

Buildings:
Food Waste Producers DLCP /DPHE

Buildings:
Non-Residential / Commercial CASR

Construction & Demolition CPD
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Key Milestones



URCO Key Milestones 2025 - 2026

2025 2026 2027 -->
SEPT ocT NoV DEC JAN FEB MAR  APR MAY  JUN JuL AUG SEPT  |OCT NoV DEC ONGOING

Interagency Implementation Structure Formalized
Commercial Waste Study - Baseline - -
Technology Platform Development
Draft Rules & Regulations Development
Rules & Regulatinos Stakeholder Engagement
Public Hearings for Rules & Regulations Adoption
Communications
Communications Coordination & Planning
Communications Plan Implementation
Resource Development
Signage Development
Website Content
Best Practices & Technical Assistance Resources

Final Ordinace Updates Passed

Interagency Implementation Kick-Off -
Universal Recycling Program Manager Hired -

All Rules & Regulations 6/30/2026
Compliance Date -
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Rules & Regs

January to June 2026

Three concurrent Rules & Regulations development processes (Buildings, Events,

C&D)

Stakeholder Engagement:

* Multiple rounds of public draft language review
* Direct outreach to 2,000+ community members and organizations

* Five public info sessions with over 150 attendees and
« 15+ individual stakeholder meetings

Four public hearings

e Buildings & Food Businesses: CASR, DLCP
e Buildings & Food Businesses: DPHE, Board of Public Health

Events: CASR, DAV, DOTI, DPR
C&D: CPD
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Governing Universal Recycling
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Governing Recycling and
Reuse of Construction and
Demolition Materials
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URCO’s Admin Technology Build-Out

311 coordination

Compliance
dashboards for data
reporting

Buildings

Accela platform for
Waste Diversion Plan
submittals

Accela updates to
DLCP and DPHE
business processes

CRM solution for data
and contact
management

Events

Waste Diversion Plan
form

Exemption Request
Form

Green Halo C&D Data
and Diversion Tracking
system

Accela integrations
with permitting process

Deposit & refund
system
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Resource Development




E»% DENVER | New Account ‘

THE MILE HIGH CITY MAKE A PAYMENT REPORT AN ISSUE SERVICES

 URCO resources available on city’s s T e I e e T s
‘megamenu’ or at
Denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling

Government

Home / My Property / Trash, Recycle & Compost / L

 ‘URCO Ready Haulers’ listed on DOTI
Waste Hauler Licensing page

Universal Recycling & Composting Ordinance

Denver’s Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance (URCO) was approved by 70% of Denver voters in November 2022 and aims to
conserve natural resources across the city. The ordinance, which takes effect September 1, 2026, expands Denver's sustainability efforts
by requiring the following services be available citywide.

« Recycling and composting services at

o Multi-family residential buildings of 8+ units
o Food businesses
o Permitted events (events on city property or open to the public)

 Recycling for:

URCO Hauler Survey

URCO Ready Haulers A Denver prepares for the Universal
Recycling & Composting Ordinance
(URCO), licensed haulers may
cdmplete a brief survey by June 30,
2926, 1o be listed in an URCO-Ready
difectory, including company
information and answers to service-

o Non-residential buildings
o Construction and demolition projects

——What You Need to Know for URCO ——

The haulers listed below have Indicated they are ready to help you meet the requirements
of the Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance

+

A b e ae Multifamily Residential Event Requirements Non-Residential Building

attendees that occur on public
property and require a permit from
the city must offer recycling and

Most multi-family residential
properties such as apartments and

condos must offer recycling and
composting services for tenants, composting. Event planners and

residents, employees and organizers: find forms and
D e S il resources to file the necessary

Non-residential properties must
offer recycling services for tenants,
employees and contractors at the
property. Building owners/managers

Trash + [ URCO Survey

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Clean Soil +

For any questions during your

N - cicn and rpoting procossos,

and residents can find what they

List of Licensed Haulers by Category
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http://www.denvergov.org/universalrecycling
https://www.denvergov.org/My-Property/Recycle-Compost-Trash/Resources/Waste-Hauler-Licensing

Sighage & Decals

« Utilizing industry best practices and
standards, alignment with statewide
Producer Responsibility (EPR) program

* English & Spanish

e Signage & Container Testing

* Audience-Specific Signage Versions:

Events
Multi-family Residential
Non-Residential Buildings

Food Service Providers (Front of
House, Back of House)

Coming Soon: C&D

Recycle ) ( / gompost

mpostar

Thank you for com
posting th
Graclas por compostar los slgulfnes i:ze':teo': *

Reciclar

Thank you for recycling these itle;rr:s.
Graclas por reclclar los sigulentes materlales.

Meat,Fish & Dairy |
arne, pescado y licteos

Jﬁf&.—:% @D Q@“

|
| ~
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B> | T
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| |
| Eggshells&ﬂones Prepa

| MHuesosyciscara de huevo Alim, 're::Foo;:is tos de ™

| =
| Fruits & Vegetables
| Frutasy verduras

salrecycling or scan the OR code.

casge G

Reciclar




Additional Resources

Currently Under Development

Metal

Recycle

Glass

iple audiences -
- Fact sheets - multip BE

Aluminum & Steel Cans

Bottles & Jars

DEN VER UNIVERSAL RECYCLING anp COMPOSTING ORDINANCE

THE MILE HiGH cjry

_ ible parties —
: hecklists for respons p—— A
- Compliance ¢ = @ﬁ =

Botties. lars, Jugs & Contalaers

Staff & contractor training materials B\ el

Quick Reminders for Staff Food Waste Producers

s Befurs recycing g
- Information for Food Business Llcensees, Building Owners,
b S and Property Managers
tte r b u r This fact sheet provides Updated information for the Universat na:yclillg and Cnlnpuumg Ordinance as of
. n eW June 2026 15 help oo pusingss. fieensees, building owners, ang Property managers understand and oo
mpl tification letters
- S a p e " " About the Universar Recycling and cumpostlng Ordinance {URcO)
. . I I d I n S In 2022, Derver votes overwheirmingy 2P0V 3 iy effrt 1 e 2MOURE of Waste sent iy landiil, The
I ordinance aims 10 conserve valuable TESOUFCES actoss af, SECIOrs of the City, which inchudes. l'teping food Scraps and
H a I S fo r I ' I u - I I l fecyciables out o the landfil oy TEQUININg recycling ang COMBOSHing in restaurants and othey licensed food businesses,
? n C e I I l a te r I NO B What Businesses and License Holders Need to Know
‘ re No A
- a Bags, Appliss To - Licensed retaii faod sstablishy
— Bagged Recyclabies Weappers o Fruthes

* Lcensed commissary, fooq, Processing, wholasals and warshouse establishments,
and food banks

* Matie retai o0 estaahmania Bushesris. oo beddiers, wmporary reua] Tood
sstablishmants or food shejves
Camply by Data * Septembar 1, 2025
Reauiremants Ac Containars nage & Education
19 1ecyeling serioes for customrs, * Posk signage tht cleary isentites cagy

PSS, SN Contaclors ffrant of howse waste siream,
Fhouse). * Container identifcation ang infarmationa

and food service providers T

" Frent ot howse recyting cantainers mus be SRS 5 requited nd st fony
Vsible 0 cusiomers snd paiean Standards for dentying words, symposs
With rash contaimrs, €000, graphics, anc anguage
u a " frnde somposting sevies for empioysgs vt W2 Sotig raining 1 empicpens
H C p a ‘ : I y 309 CONtractors (hackot hogse) and conzactars
e i i  Smaasting containers mustbe, st i, i
- S e rV I C Flaced in food ruduction ang PrEparation  Wasts Diversion Plan
21285, and distwashing arpne " Create a wasta divrsion bian shaing hosy
. . Joursingss compies with roguran i
omon et of comoostin s i including i you s sharing seryins.
. Sharim o - * Submit the plan with your Food busingss
’ ources S inices uih s g o Vet eneuat o o et e
a O ree reS Tore the comltenca ais, and ey b

* 50502 canstrainis

;. Inadequacy of hauling serice, Broviders
* Economic hardship

* Benerating minimal vohumes o, materiats

- And more! 15
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Communications



Communicating URCO
Requirements

* General Approach:

e |Interagency Coordination of
Communications Directors (CASR,
CPD, DAV, DLCP, DOTI, DPR)

e Communications Plan
Implementation

* ‘Education-First” Approach




How are we letting people know?

ALL

Website

Press Releases
Earned Media
Social Media

August 2026 URCO
Resource Fair

Buildings

CASR Newsletter

Direct Communication with
Food and Residential
Rental License Holders

Upcoming August Events:
. Panel w/ EatDenver
. Green Latinos / We

Don’t Waste
Trainings

Events

DAV, DOTI, DPR . CPD Newsletters
Newsletters

. Direct communication to
DAV Annual Events Forum permit holders

7/29/26 Webinar for
Event Organizers
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Existing Implementation Support Program

» Zero Waste Support for Food Service Providers (still ' ‘ — AR | ;
accepting applications) ' ;

.............

 Upto $1,000 in reusable service ware items
* Upto $3,600 towards composting services*

* Certifiably Green Mini Grants for Waste Reduction

* Upto $10,000 for small businesses and nonprofits

* Training Rebate for Composter Operators Training Course
(up to $2,500 for individuals)

* Coming Soon: On-demand food waste reduction
technical assistance for restaurants (DPHE)

*Participants must meet minimum program requirements to be eligible for composting service incentive.



Planned Implementation Support
Programs and Resources -

Ideas Currently Under Development Ideas Under Consideration (Based on Need,

R rces, ity):
- (Limited) Signage Printing and Distribution esources, Capacity) |

* Incentives
e Coming Soon: Mini Grants for Green Workforce -

Deconstruction

Technical Support Contractor

* Coming Soon: On-Demand food waste reduction
technical assistance for restaurants (DPHE)

‘Train the Trainer’ Program

Public Education Opportunities (IE: Facility Tours)

21



https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Green-Jobs/Green-Workforce-Funding
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Green-Jobs/Green-Workforce-Funding
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Green-Jobs/Green-Workforce-Funding
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Next Steps

Between Now and 9/1.:

Updating
Denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling

with additional resources

Hosting an URCO Resource Fair in
August 2026

Ongoing direct communications to
responsible parties

9/1 and Beyond:

‘Education-First’ approach to
implementation

Ongoing education and outreach, resource
development, expansion of implementation
support programs

Data reporting, regular progress updates
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https://denvergov.org/My-Property/Recycle-Compost-Trash/Universal-Recycling-Composting

DENVER

CLIMATE ACTION,
SUSTAINABILITY &
RESILIENCY

Questions?

311 | DENVERGOV.ORG | DENVER 8 TV | @DENVERCASR
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