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DENVER’S URBAN FOREST - OVERVIEW
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Trees:
• 2.2 million estimated
• ~15% public
• Detailed information not 

collected for private trees

Diversity:
• ~400 unique species
• Maple, ash, oak & honeylocust 

most common
• 20% genus/10% species goal

Canopy:
• 3.6 – 37.5% canopy cover by 

neighborhood
• Increase of 2% from 2014-2020 
• 11% with DIA and 15% without



DENVER’S URBAN FOREST – ASSET VALUE
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https://tinyurl.com/denvertreeinventory



DENVER’S URBAN FOREST - ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
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Clock Tower

Speer Blvd

Downtown has changed since the urban revitalization of the 1960-70s.



EMERALD ASH BORER (EAB)

10/2/2025 5

• June 2025

• Congress Park +

• ~36,000 public ash

• Continue BASA 
program

• Monitor and 
document progress

• Evolve as best 
practice changes

• Communications & 
education in place

• Removal and 
enforcement will 
increase as trees 
decline www.beasmartash.org https://www.facebook.com/reel/

701273289337297



PLAN OBJECTIVES:

• Develop a vision

• Review & refine canopy goal

• Evaluate maintenance options & possible 
funding scenarios

• Best practices 

• Private tree planting & protection

• Best use of partners

• Internal coordination

• Propose regulatory updates 

• Implementation & update process

https://tinyurl.com/DenverUFSP
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PLAN GOALS & STRATEGIES:
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ACTION ITEM PROGRESS:
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38 total Actions/Sub-actions 

• Complete: 4 

• Underway: 15

• Ongoing: 14

• Not started: 5

* Five-year update cycle 



ACTION ITEM IMPLEMENTATION: 
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Complete:

• Resources updates/creation

• Stakeholder Committee 

• Rotational Pruning Analysis

• Staffing Analysis

Not started:

• XO 123 mitigation

• Increased enforcement 

• Implement rotational pruning

• City nursery

• Test lab

Progress/Ongoing:

• Canopy goals

• Understory planting

• Legacy tree program

• Tree protection

• Partnerships

• Planting requirements

• Planting instructions

• Incentive program

• PR Campaign

• Educate youth



2B.2 PUBLIC RESOURCE HUB 
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Projects using the 
map include:

• CASR private 
property planting

• CPD Landscape 
code updates

• CPD Park Hill Park 
Action Planning

• DOTI Green 
Infrastructure

• DOTI Bond 
proposal

• DOTI ENVISION 

• DOTI sidewalk 
gaps

UFSP PRIORITIES MAP APPLICATION:



CANOPY GOALS DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS:
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References Action 1A.1: 
Develop canopy goals for each Neighborhood Context (as identified in Blueprint Denver) 
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UFSP ITEM SUMMARY PAGES AVAILABLE:



NEXT STEPS
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1. Continue items in progress (code 
updates, canopy goals, 
resource/educational materials, etc)

2. Identify feasibility of advancing 
shorter term action items

3. Incorporate action items into annual 
work planning

4. Continue to explore funding options

5. Continue tracking and reporting 
progress

6. QUESTIONS?

Thank You!
2025 Arbor Day Poster Contest Winner
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