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1555 North Grant St.

Location
• Council District # 10

• North Capitol Hill neighborhood

Owner and Applicant
• Owners – Knights of Columbus, District 539
• Applicants – Knights of Columbus, District 539, Council 

President Sandoval, and Council Member Hinds 
        

Zoning
• CMX-12

• DO-1



Proposed 
Boundary



Landmark 
Designation 
Eligibility

Structure(s) must meet following *:

1. Maintains integrity

2. More than 30 years old, or is 
exceptionally important

3. Meets at least three of ten criteria

4. LPC considers historic context

*Per Landmark Ordinance (Chapter 30, DRMC)  



Designation Criteria: Must meet at least 3 out of 10

A. Historic event or development of city

B. Recognized person(s) who had influence on society

C. Visible characteristics of architectural style 

D. Significant example of recognized architect or master builder

E. Significant innovation or technical achievement

F. Familiar feature of neighborhood, due to prominent location or physical character

G. Understanding of urban environment through physical characteristics or rarity

H. Cultural understanding of how the site was used by past generations

I. Physical attribute that is source of pride or cultural understanding 

J. Social movements, institutions, or patterns of growth that contributed to culture 
of neighborhood, city, state, or nation

History

Architecture

Geography

Culture



Historic Context: 
Site Development

1897 1929 1967



• Knights of Columbus

– District 539 served

– Denver’s Catholic community

– General public

• Use of Space

– Fraternal organization

– Cathedral

– Conferences & conventions

B. Direct & substantial association with a group of persons who had influence on society



• World War II

– 1928 Event Hall

– United Service 
Organization (U.S.O.)

– National Catholic 
Community Service

– Half million service 
men & women

B. Direct & substantial association with a group of persons who had influence on society



• Post-War population growth

– Nationwide increase fraternal orders

– Need more space – new hall

B. Direct & substantial association with a group 

of persons who had influence on society



• Mid-Century Modern 

– Clean lines

– Simple flat roof

– Smooth exterior 

– Lack of embellishment

C. Embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural 

style or type; 



• John F. Milan

– 700 design projects – varied work

• Single family, multi-unit, retail, shopping centers, 
office buildings, schools, motels, and warehouses

• Catholic Archdiocese of Denver 

– Designed numerous churches & parish halls

– Event Hall - prestressed double tee concrete

• Early usage nationwide

• Likely first in Denver

• Makes it significant example of work

D. Significant example of the work of a recognized architect or master builder



• Material & Interstates
– Post-War material shortage

– Different options

– Concrete industry growth
– Interstate development

• Prestressed concrete double tee 
framing members 
– Ubiquitous today

– Cutting edge in 1962/3

– First known use in buildings 1961 (FL)

E. Contains elements of design, engineering, materials, craftsmanship, or 

artistic merit which represent a significant innovation or technical achievement



• Minimal changes

• Replace windows w glass block 
(1928 hall)

• Add porch (1963 hall)

• Retains seven aspects of 
integrity

Integrity



Historic context

• History and of the Knights of Columbus

• Evolution of the property 

• Changes to neighborhood



Period of Significance

• Construction of Event Hall

– Major changes to barn 

– Changed to school

– 1928 Event Hall

• 100-year anniversary 

– Covers most active time of use

– Cementing Council 539’s social 

& cultural influence in Denver

1928

1982



Public Comment



• Over 30 years of age
• Application meets at least three criteria

B. It has direct and substantial association with a recognized person or group of persons who had 
influence on society; 

C. It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or type; 

D. It is a significant example of the work of a recognized architect or master builder;

E. It contains elements of design, engineering, materials, craftsmanship, or artistic merit which 
represent a significant innovation or technical achievement; 

• Retains Integrity
• LPC considers the historic context

Landmark Designation Review Criteria

Based on the ordinance designation criteria and on the findings of the Landmark 

Preservation Commission (LPC) that the application meets criteria for designation 

of a structure, CPD staff recommends approval of the application. 
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