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Background

• The Denver Health and Hospital Authority was formed 
as a state authority under state statute in 1997 to 
operate the former Denver General Hospital. 

• City/County of Denver adopted a Charter amendment in 
1996 to replace the Department of Health and Hospitals 

• City/County of Denver adopted a Charter amendment in 
1996 to replace the Department of Health and Hospitals 
with the Department of Environmental Health, which 
retained the authority and regulatory powers of the 
local public health agency.

• Annual Operating Agreement outlines services 
Authority provides to the City and City provides to 
Authority. 



Structure of Agreement

• Services are divided into Core Services and Non-Core 
Services. 

• Core services include the Medically Indigent Payment, 
Emergency Medical Services, Public Health, Denver Emergency Medical Services, Public Health, Denver 
CARES, prisoner medical services at DHHA, etc. 

• Non-Core services include Family Crisis Center, jail 
medical services at the County Jail, etc.

• City also provides services to DHHA including payroll, 
legal, radio replacement, fuel, 911 call taker, etc.



2016 Operating Agreement

• Highlights of Key Changes
– New programs to support Child Welfare and 

Medically Indigent.
– Reductions in amounts paid by the City due to 

Affordable Care Act.
– New Psychology staff for the Jail Inmates– New Psychology staff for the Jail Inmates
– New At-Risk Intervention and Mentoring (AIM) 

Program to address gang violence 

• Companion Agreements
– 911 Call Center Lease Agreement
– OME Relocation and Lease Agreement



2016 DHHA Budget Initiatives

Total proposed 2016 contract amount is $61,156,300 for services to DHHA and 
receipt of funds in the amount of $1,838,769 for City services provided for DHHA.

Summary of  Budget Change Requests


