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1967 Landmark 
Preservation 
Ordinance

• Purpose: 

• Designate, preserve, and protect

• Foster civic pride

• Stabilize and improve aesthetic and 
economic vitality

• Promote good urban design

“It is the sense of the council that the 
economic, cultural and aesthetic standing of 
this city cannot be maintained or enhanced 
by disregarding the historical, architectural 
and geographic heritage of the city and 
ignoring the destruction or defacement of 
such cultural assets.”



Individual Landmarks 

and Historic Districts

• 360 Individual Landmarks

• 59 Historic Districts 

• ~ Total 7,200 landmark buildings

• ~ 160,000 buildings within the city

• District composition

― Primarily residential districts

― Five commercial or downtown 
districts

― Three Historic Cultural districts



13% = Designations
explicitly including
historically excluded
communities

87% = Local Landmarks
focused on history of
white males

Lack of Diversity in Denver’s Designations



Properties Associated with historically excluded communities

~7200 Designated Buildings Landmarks associated with Latino/a/x history or 
culture:
• Our Lady of Guadalupe Church

• Ninth Street Historic District 

• La Alma Lincoln Park Historic Cultural District

• La Raza Park Historic Cultural District

Landmarks associated with Jewish history or culture: 
• Golda Meir House
• Temple Emanuel
• Emmanuel-Sherith Israel Chapel

Landmarks associated with African-American history 
or culture:
• Five-Points Historic Cultural District
• American Woodmen’s Life Building
• Shorter AME Church
• Fire Station #3
• Zion Baptist Church of Denver
• Barney Ford Building
• Justina Ford House (Curtis Park)
• Scott Methodist Church

Landmarks associated with LGBTQ history or 
culture:
• First Unitarian Society of Denver

Landmarks associated with women’s history or 
culture:
• Dr. Margaret Long House

• Emily Griffith Opportunity School

• Denver Women’s Press Club

• Treat Hall, Colorado Women’s College 

• Molly Brown House

• Mattie Silks House

• Wolcott School

• Jane Silverstein Ries House

• Margery Reed Mayo Nursery

• Packard’s Hill Historic District
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Vital Data:

• Neighborhood: City Park West 

• Council District: #10, Chris Hinds

• Zoning: U-TU-B

• Proposed boundary:
• Lots 25 and 26, excepting the rear 8 feet thereof, block 24, 

McCullough’s Addition to Denver, City and County of Denver
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Landmark Designation 
Eligibility

The structure or district must 
meet the following criteria *:

1. Maintains its integrity

2. More than 30 years old, or is of 
exceptional importance

3. Meets at least three of ten criteria

4. The LPC considers the historic context

*Per Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, DRMC)  
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Landmark Designation Criteria

A. It has a direct association with a significant historic event or with the historical development of the city, 
state, or nation; 

B. It has direct and substantial association with a recognized person or group of persons who had 
influence on society; 

C. It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or type; 
D. It is a significant example of the work of a recognized architect or master builder;  
E. It contains elements of design, engineering, materials, craftsmanship, or artistic merit which represent a 

significant innovation or technical achievement; 
F. It represents an established and familiar feature of the neighborhood, community or contemporary city, 

due to its prominent location or physical characteristics; 
G. It promotes understanding and appreciation of the urban environment by means of distinctive physical 

characteristics or rarity;
H. It represents an era of culture or heritage that allows an understanding of how the site was used by past 

generations; 
I. It is a physical attribute of a neighborhood, community, or the city that is a source of pride or cultural 

understanding;  
J. It is associated with social movements, institutions, or patterns of growth or change that 

contributed significantly to the culture of the neighborhood, community, city, state, or nation.
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B. It has direct and substantial association with a recognized person or 

group of persons who had influence on society; 

NAACP Legal Defense Team-Brown v Board of Education. 

Irving Andrews second from left in second row from the top.  
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C. Embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or 
type;
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J. It is associated with social movements, institutions, or patterns of growth or change that 

contributed significantly to the culture of the neighborhood, community, city, state, or nation.
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Historic Context
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• 1914-1998
Period of 

Significance

• Retains integrity – windows replaced Integrity

• No public commentPublic Comment



LPC Review - Unanimous Recommendation of Approval

• Over 30 years of age
• Application meets at least three criteria

• A. It has direct and substantial association with a recognized person or group of persons who had influence on society; 

• C. It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or type; 

• J. It is associated with social movements, institutions, or patterns of growth or change that contributed significantly to 
the culture of the neighborhood, community, city, state, or nation.

• Retains Integrity
• LPC considers the historic context

Based on the ordinance designation criteria and on the findings of the Landmark 
Preservation Commission (LPC) that the application meets the criteria for designation of a 
structure, CPD staff recommends forwarding this application to City Council for a public 
hearing. 


