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Indian Territory or Indian Country (red) a s set by the Nonintercourse 

Act of 1834, which also dovetailed with other measure s to relocate 

Indian populat ions westward.



Indian Trade a n d  Intercourse Act of 1834

▪SEC.  11.  And be it further  enacted,  That  if any  person  

shall  m a ke  any sett lement  on any  lands  belonging, 

secured,  or  granted  by treaty with the United States  to 

any  Indian  tribe, or shal l  survey or shal l  a tte mpt  to 

survey s u c h  lands,  or designate  any  of the  boundar ies  

by marking  trees , or  otherwise, s u c h  offender shall  

forfeit a n d  pay the  s u m  of one t h o u s a n d  dollars.  And it 

shall,  moreover, be  lawful for the  President  of the  United 

States  to take  s u c h  m e a s u re s ,  a n d  to employ s u c h  

military force, a s  he  may  judge necessary  to remove 

from the  lan d s  a s  aforesaid any  s u c h  person a s  

aforesaid.



Indian Trade and  Intercourse Act of 1834

▪ An a c t  to  r e g u l a t e  t r a d e  a n d  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  

t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s ,  a n d  to  p r e s e r v e  p e a c e  o n  t h e  

f ront iers .

▪ “BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  S E N AT E  A N D  H O U S E  

OF R E P R ES E N TAT I V ES  OF T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S  OF 

AMERICA, IN  C O N G R ES S  A S S E M B L E D,  T H AT  ALL 

T H E  PA R T  OF T H E  UNIT ED S TAT E S  WEST  OF T H E  

MISSISS IPPI ,  A N D  N O T  WIT HIN  T H E  S TAT E S  OF 

MIS S O URI  A N D  LO U I S I A N A ,  OR T H E  TERRITORY OF 

A R K A N S A S ,  A N D ,  ALSO,  T H AT  PA R T  OF T H E  

U N I T E D  S TAT E S  E A S T  OF T H E  MISSISS IPPI  RIVER, 

A N D  N O T  WIT HIN  A N Y  S TAT E  TO W H I C H  T H E  

I N D I A N  TITLE H A D  N O T  B E E N  E X T I N G U I S H E D  FOR 

T H E  P U R P O S E  OF T H I S  A C T,  B E  TA K E N  A N D  

D E E M E D  TO T H E  I N D I A N  C O U N T RY.



Indian Land Cessions Fort Laramie 1851



Treaty Land 1851 and 1861



Royce
Map of
Ceded 

Land in 
Colorado



Horse Creek Treaty of 1851

The Horse Creek Treaty of 1851 was never officially 

ratified. Tha t was used a s  the bas is for the Indian Claims

Commission st ipulation of which land was in the Docket

and  formed the basis for the ICC claim.



Colorado Enabling Act - February 28, 1861

• TO THE  PLACE OF BEGINNING TO BE A N D  THE  SAME  IS HEREBY  ERECTED INTO A  TEMPORARY  GOVERNMENT  
BY THE  NAME  OF THE  TERRITORY OF COLORADO, PROVIDED THAT NOTHING  IN THIS  ACT  CONTAINED  SHALL 
BE CONSTRUED  TO IMPAIR THE  RIGHTS  OF THE  INDIANS  IN  THE  SAID  TERRITORY, SO LONG A S  S U C H  RIGHTS 
SHALL  REMAIN  UNEXTINGUISHED  BY TREATY BETWEEN  THE  UNITED STATES  A N D  S U C H  INDIANS, OR TO 
INCLUDE ANY  TERRITORY WHICH,  BY TREATY WITH ANY  INDIAN  TRIBE, IS NOT, without  THE  CONSENT  OF 
SAID  TRIBE, TO BE INCLUDED  WITHIN THE  TERRITORIAL LIMITS OR JURISDICTION OF ANY  STATE  OR 
TERRITORY; BUT  ALL S UCH  TERRITORY SHALL BE EXCEPTED OUT  OF THE  BOUNDARIES  A N D  CONSTITUTE  NO  
PART  OF THE  TERRITORY OF COLORADO UNTIL SAID  TRIBE SHALL SIGNIFY THE  ASSENT  TO THE  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE UNITED STATES  TO BE INCLUDED  WITHIN SAID  TERRITORY,OR TO AFFECT THE  AUTHORITY OF THE  
GOVERNMENT OF THE  UNITED STATES  TO MAKE  ANY  REGULATIONS  RESPECTING S UCH  INDIANS,  THEIR 
LAND 'S,  PROPERTY,  OR THE  RIGHTS  BY TREATY,  LAW, OR OTHERWISE,  WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN  
COMPETENT  FOR THE  GOVERNMENT TO MAKE  IF THIS  ACT  H A D  NEVER BEEN  PASSED:



TREATY OF FORT WISE 1861

• Article 6. The Arapahos an d  Cheyennes of the Upper Arkansas,  
parties to this agreement,  are anxious that  all the members  of their 
tribe shall participate in the advantages herein provided for 
respecting their improvement an d  civilization, and,  to that  end, to 
induce all that  are now separated to rejoin an d  reunite with them. 
Provided, however, that  those who do not rejoin an d  permanently 
reunite themselves with the tribe within one year from the date of 
the ratification of this treaty, Shall Not be Entitled to the benefit of 
any of its stipulations.



The Iniquitous Fort Wise Treaty of 1861

• The interpreter of the Arapaho could not speak the 
language

• Article 6  never completed- 

• No signatures  authorizing ceding of the land North of 
SouthPlatte River 23 million acres

• Article 11- Removed by Senate action. The State 
Department asks  the Indian Department to correct the 
situation, a n d  the amendment  was supposedly signed by 
the leaders. 

• The process of signing the amendment  was suspect.



Fort Wise Treaty
Map



Report of the  Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs 1862

Colorado Superintendency

“Another disturbing element consists in the fact that one or two of 
the Bands were not represented at the making of the recent treaty 
with Cheyenne and Arapahos, who, consequently, still claim the 
right to roam throughout the territory once claimed by that 
Nation. Although provision is made by the treaty for bands, not 
parties thereof to become such, it is believed that their 
concurrence in the treaty can more easily be obtained by direct 
negotiations with them for that purpose.”



“I HOPE YOU WILL FIND IT POSSIBLE 
TO ARRANGE WITH THE CHEYENNES 
A N D  ARAPAHOES THAT HAVE NOT 
SIGNED THE TREATY TO DO SO A N D  
PUT THE M  TOGETHER, OR MAKE 
SOME OTHER ARRANGEMENT THAT 
WILL BE JUST TO THEM,  A N D  
SATISFACTORY TO THE WHITES. MR. 
NICHOLAY (THE PRETS. SEC.) STARTS  
TO-DAY FOR THE WEST, AND WILL 
REPORT TO YOU A S  SEC. OF THE 
COMMISSION TO TREAT WITH THE 
UTES WHOM I SUPPOSE  YOU WILL 
GET TOGETHER BY 1ST  SEPT. MR. 
NICHOLAY WILL TAKE OUT WITH HIM 
$5000 FOR YOUR US E  IN 
NEGOTIATING THAT TREATY.”





Fort Wise Treaty of 1861

Article 11-

“In consideration of the kind treatment of the Arapaho and 
Cheyenne by the citizens of Denver city and adjacent towns be 
permitted by the United States government to enter such a 
sufficient quantity of land to include city and towns at the 
minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre.”



Department of State Letter 1861







T h i s  i s  add i t iona l  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  
a m e n d m e n t  d o c u m e n t  was  f raudulent .  It  doesn ’ t  m a k e  
s e n s e  t h a t  if  t h e  Indian p e o p l e  were  star v ing  t h a t  t h e y  

were  go i n g  t o  b e  h a n g i n g  around Fort  Wise for a l m o s t  
3 0  d ay s  dur ing  t h e  p r i m e  buffalo h u n t i n g  s e a s o n .

The following was in the Rocky Mountain News for September 11 , 1 8 6 1 .

“A messenger arrived yesterday from Fort Wise with the report t h a t there were several 1000

Indians collected a r o u n d the post a n d becoming very clamorous for their annuit ies .

Many of t h e m were suffering from hunger, a n d the commanding officer h a d already distributed 

some provisions among them.  Some were threatening  the  fort which is a  feeble garrison.

A reinforcement of 2  companies  of troops was  expected a t  the  r an ch  on  the  fourth  yesterday. The 

rumors  on the  s t ree ts  last  evening tha t  the  Indians  h a d  given the  post  1 0  days to pay  their

annui t ies or they would commence. The report on the a t tack was unfounded. Daily of Monday,

September 9th.”







“In most  of the  operations of the  
Indian service here.  I a m  
satisfied that  we ca n  save the  
Gov’t money by making the  
contracts  on the  ground, b u t  
you m u st  be judge of where you 
repose confidence a n d  where 
you prefer to act  yourselves. I 
shall  be satisfied if the  public 
service is promoted,  a n d  will 
cooperate with you a n d  Secty. 
Usher  in every way I can  to that  
end.  I t rust  this  will be 
satisfactory. As to Mr. Nicholay 
coming, I a m  glad of it. I know 
him well. But  the  Arapahoe a n d  
Cheyenne Council  is the  one for 
h im to aid in. We have sent  out  
runners ,  a n d  they have some 
500 miles to go a n d  cannot  be 
recalled to get the Indians 
together.”



Denver was founded in 1858. Both the Auraria Town Company (west of Cherry Creek) and 
the Denver City Town Company (east of Cherry Creek) platted out their respective streets 
and blocks and sold lots to prospective home owners and business owners looking to settle 
and build in the fledgling community. One big problem: neither town company had title to 
the land they were selling. The solution was the Congressional Grant of 1864, which 
conveyed to Denver (and those who had acquired lots in the city) clear title to the land 
within a 960-acre (1 mile by 1.5 mile) rectangle of land encompassing most of the original 
Auraria and Denver City town plats. 

Denver Illegally  Occupied  

Violation of the 1834 Trade and Intercourse Act 



Denver City
Maps



Denver ’s Boundaries
u n d e r Act of March 1864



No Title to Land

It is to be remembered while we are considering the affairs of these Town 
Companies that none of them had any valid title to the soil on which their 
operations were carried forward. All of them were merely squatters on land to 
which the Indians had the first claim under the conditions then existing. Later, in 
giving lots to all who would build on them, or in donating lots to first-born 
children, or to this or that especially worthy citizen; or in keeping a liberal share 
for themselves, these excellent and enterprising men were dealing with things 
which they did not, legally, own; nor was it any better if they sold a lot for cash. As 
this was Indian land not open to entry, no title could be acquired to it through the 
ordinary operation of the land laws of the United States.



JOHN EVANS PROCLAMATION 
NUMBER 1

“TO THE FRIENDLY INDIANS OF THE PLAINS:

I direct  t h a t  all friendly I nd i a ns  keep away  from t hose  who are  a t  war,  a n d  go to 
places  of safety.  Friendly Ara pa hoes  a n d  Cheyenne s  belonging on  t he  A r ka n s a s  
River will go to Major Colley, U. S.  I nd i a n  a gent  a t  Fort  Lyon, who will give t h e m  
provisions,  a n d  show  t h e m  a  place of safety.  Friendly Kiowas a n d  C o m a n c h e s  will go 
to Fort  Larned,  where  t hey  will b e  ca red  for in t h e  s a m e  way.  Friendly  Sioux will go 
to their  a gent  a t  Fort  Laramie for direct ions.  Friendly Arapahoes  a n d  Cheyenn es  of 
t he  Upper  Platte will go to C a m p  Collins on  t h e  Ca che  la  Poudre,  where t hey  will b e  
ass igned  a  place of safety a n d  provisions will be given t h e m .

None b u t  t h o s e  who i ntend  to be friendly with t he  whites  m u s t  come to t hese  
places .  The families of t hose  who have  gone to wa r  with t h e  whites  m u s t  be ke pt  
away from a m o n g  t he  friendly I nd i a ns .  The wa r  on  host i le  I nd i a ns  will be cont i nued  
unt i l  they are  all effectually subdued.”



JOHN EVANS PROCLAMATION 
NUMBER 2

“Now, therefore, I, John  Evans,  governor of Colorado territory, do 
issue this  my proclamation, authorizing all citizens of Colorado, 
either individually or in such parties as  they may organize, to go 
in pursuit  of all hostile Indians on the plains scrupulously 
avoiding those who have responded to my said call to rendezvous 
at the points indicated; also, to kill and  destroy as  enemies of 
the country,  wherever they may be found, all such  hostile 
Indians. And further,  as the only reward I a m  authorized to offer 
for such  services, I hereby empower such  citizens, or parties of 
citizens to take captive, a nd  hold to their own private use and  
benefit, all the property of said hostile Indians that they may 
capture,  a n d  to receive for all stolen property recovered from 
said Indians such reward as  may be deemed proper and  just 
therefore.”



1864 to 1964 
The Great Mystery
• DURING THIS CENTURY, THERE WAS VERY LITTLE WRITTEN ABOUT 

AMERICAN INDIANS AND THEIR HISTORY IN COLORADO.

• 1964- 11 ARTICLES APPEAR IN THE COLORADO HISTORY MAGAZINE

• PRELUDE TO WAR BY WILLIAM UNRAU –UNCOVERS LAND ISSUES

• 1950S TERMINATION OF INDIAN NATIONS 

• FORCED ASSIMILATION BECOMES MORE ACTIVE

• 1960S RELOCATION TO INDIANS TO DENVER



1970 to Present Denver as Place for Indians to Relocate

• 1970 Population increases, and an Indian Center is established 

• 1973- American Indian Movement chapter is established 

• 1970s- See many National Organizations call Denver Home
• American Indian Higher Education Consortium

• Council of Energy Resource Tribes 

• Coalition Of Indian Controlled Boards

• Native American Rights Fund

• March Powwow starts in the 80’s



Denver American Indian Population Grows

• From a few thousand in the 1950s to over 200,000 
American Indians now occupy the Front Range of 
Colorado.

•Why are there no American Indian Reservations on 
the Front Range or Eastern Plains of Colorado?  

•What has Denver done for the First People of 
Colorado?



Questions?
Thank you, 

Rick, rbw.consult@gmail.com

mailto:rbw.consult@gmail.com
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