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Juan Padro

Male

Pending Confirmation

Cherry Creek North Business
Improvement District
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Denver

Co

Denver
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In the years since 2010, when Juan Padr6 and his partners opened their first
restaurant—Highland Tap & Burger—The Culinary Creative Group has undergone
remarkable expansion under Juan’s leadership, opening 20 restaurants, bars and coffee
shops, across Denver and New Orleans. As such, Juan was recently nominated to The
RH Power List of 10 Founders & Entrepreneurs changing the restaurant industry. The
Culinary Creative Group has received multiple local and national Best Restaurant
awards (Best Italian, Bar Dough; Best Steakhouse and Best Restaurant, A5
Steakhouse; etc), as well as being named to Best Of and Hottest Restaurant Lists (A5,
Ash’Kara, Forget Me Not, Mister Oso, Sefor Bear, Tap & Burger). In late 2023, the
Michelin Guide awarded the prestigious Bib Gourmand to two Culinary Creative Group
restaurants - Ash’Kara and Mister Oso. A5 Steakhouse received Michelin recognition as
well, with a total of 3 Culinary Creative Group restaurants of the 44 Colorado
restaurants in the Michelin guide.

Juan has a BA in history from the University of Massachusetts and a passion for
creating jobs, investing in people, developing his staff and building businesses that truly
impact communities. He has cultivated strong relationships in the local business and
non-profit communities, including organizations like Access Opportunity, Biennial de la
Americas, Denver Public Schools, and Regis University’s Summer Bridge Program.

Juan is proud to work with incredible humanitarians and to have the opportunity to
support their efforts, both locally and internationally. When Hurricane Maria hit in 2017,
Juan (as a Board Member for Third Wave Volunteers and through his connection to Dr.
Allison Thompson) was responsible for logistics and distribution of supplies in Puerto
Rico over a five-month period. This effort, in partnership with Global Empowerment
Mission and B Strong, is thought to be one of the largest private humanitarian missions
in U.S. history and provided $17,257,570 worth of supplies and executed 340
evacuations. In addition to contributing financial support with a fundraiser at Sloan’s Tap
& Burger (that raised a total of $150,000).

More recently, during 2020-2021 of the COVID-19 pandemic, Juan addressed a need
among laid-off service industry members and overworked frontline workers and
transformed his restaurant, Morin, into a commissary that fed thousands of meals a
week to those affected. He also worked with co-organizers to execute a vaccine clinic



for the underserved Latino community. This drive-up vaccine clinic event provided
vaccines to over 10,000 members of the Latino community in two days.

Juan’s passion for service and philanthropy embodies his commitment to The Culinary
Creative Group’s mission to create welcoming, purposeful and community-driven
concepts and be progressive, socially conscious leaders in the community.
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