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1555 N Grant Street

Landmark Designation Application

Community Planning and Housing Committee

Kara Hahn, Landmark Planning & Regulatory Supervisor
December 2, 2025

4/
Eé DENVER CONNECT WITH US | 311 | DENVERGOV.ORG | DENVER 8TV



1555 North Grant St. |

Location
* Council District # 10
* North Capitol Hill neighborhood

Zoning
¢ CM-X-12
- DO-1

Owner and Applicant
* Owners - Knights of Columbus, District 539
* Applicants - Knights of Columbus, District 539
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Proposed
Boundary

Proposed Structure for Landmark Designation
1555 N. Grant St.

City and County of Denver [[] Proposed Designated Area

Community Planning & Development

October 2025 [[] Parcel Boundary




Landmark Designation Criteria
Chapter 30 of the Denver Revised Municipal Code
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Who Can Apply
for Designation?

Community-driven process

* Property owners

« Community Planning &
Development manager

» City Council Member
e Three residents of Denver




Landmark
Designation
Eligibility

Structure(s) must meet following *:
1. Maintains integrity

2. More than 30 years old, or is
exceptionally important

3. Meets at least three of ten criteria
4. LPC considers historic context

*Per Landmark Ordinance (Chapter 30, DRMC)



Designation Criteria: Meet 3 out of 10

Histor
Y B. Recognized person(s) who had influence on society

C. Visible characteristics of architectural style
Architecture D. Significant example of recognized architect or master builder
E. Significant innovation or technical achievement

Culture



Historic Context: _
Site Development

I Window remains today
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B. Direct & substantial association with a group of persons who had influence on society

CATHOLIC WOMEN TO

Knights of Columbus CONVENE,; JAN. 16-17
— Dictri " The Denver I}incesan Council of
District 539 served Catholic Women will; hold its third

— Denver’s Catholic community —annual convention at the. Knights

. of Col mb hall,
— General public Tan 16 and 17 ob Luncheon.Club

at. the cathedral .
‘Luncheons will he ‘TO H“r FB' A e!ll'
gonaut hotel and ~ John J. Dunn, speclal agent of

Use of Space -served at the end  ¢he faderal bureau of investigation.

— Fraternal organization will address the Friday Luncheon

Cathedral dud this week on the subject,
— Lathedra “Your FBI in griminal'a_ctivity a_nd
— Conferences & conventions ngtional security,” Chairman Jim

Peri gaid Thursdav.
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B. Direct & substantial association with a group of persons who had influence on society

 World War Il
— 1928 Event Hall
— United Service Organization (U.S.0.)
— National Catholic Community Service
— Half million service men & women
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B. Direct & substantial association with a group of
persons who had influence on society

e Post-War population growth
— Nationwide increase fraternal orders
— Need more space — new hall

e Post-War car culture

— Personal automobile central

-

— Location off Colfax, near cathedral
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— Downtown “blight”
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— Development of parking lots
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C. Embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or
type;

 Mid-century Modern
— Clean lines
— Simple flat roof
— Smooth exterior

— Lack of embellishment
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D. Significant example of the work of a recognized architect or master builder

 John F. Milan

— 700 design projects — varied work

e Single family and multi-unit residential, small retail,
shopping centers, office buildings, schools, motels, and
warehouses

e Catholic Archdiocese of Denver
— Designed numerous churches & parish halls

— Event Hall - prestressed double tee concrete
e Early usage nationwide
* Likely first in Denver
* Makes it significant example of work
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E. Contains elements of design, engineering, materials, craftsmanship, or
artistic merit which represent a significant innovation or technical achievement

e Material & Interstates

— Post-War material shortage
— Different options

— Concrete industry growth
— Interstate development

* Prestressed concrete double tee
framing members

— Ubiquitous today
— Cutting edge in 1962/3
— First known use in buildings 1961 (FL)
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Integrity: Would prior residents
recognize the property today?
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Integrity

* Minimal changes

— Replace windows w glass
block

— Add porch

* Retains seven aspects of
Integrity




Historic context

* History and of Knights of
Columbus

* Evolution of the property
* Changes to neighborhood
* Development of car culture



Period of Significance

e Construction of Event Hall
— Major changes to barn

- — Changed to school
.u — 1928 Event Hall

* 100-year anniversary

— Covers most active time of use

— Council 539’s social & cultural
influence in Denver



Navember 6, 2025

Denwer Landmark Preservation Commissian
Cammunity Planning & Development
201 W. Colfax Avenue

Denver, £0 80202
: Suppert for Landmark Designation — 1555 N. Grant Street

Dear Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission,

[ ]
Cauncilman Chriz Hinds supparts the lacal lsndmark designation of 1555 N, Grant Street, 2ncompassing the full parcel, u I ‘ : O I I l I I l ‘ I I l
including the 1928 Buell Hall, the 1563 Milan Hall, ond the adj - - —

resource to the community in Council District 10. The sentral lacation of thiz prap
Derwer Catholics and the genersl population, o sccess services and make social »
85 ymarz.

It is important ta the cammunity ta preserve this progerty. Knights of Columbus
established in the west and remaing the sldest cauncil in Colorado. Faw residents
539 opened its doors to the public Guring times af nesd, such as during the Great ovember 6,
Il, when the site besame a United Service Organizstions (U.5.0.) center that 5=
members in just three years. This property's significance to the community & the

y N - - Denver Landmark Preservation Commi:
az much az the site's specific physical sttributes.

Community Planning & opment
olfax Ave
= mre the work of two noted locsl srchiteces, Derner, CO 8 2
designs tell the story of the property’s evalution from = late 157 Century estate &
secommadste changing community needs and public palicy. Busll's sdsptive rem: s o Landrmark Desidnati 1555 M. Grant
from the site’s original buildings while Milan, a5 a Mid-Century Modemn architect e Support for Landmark Designatian — - (Grant 51
conerats framing members (double tesz| first devaloped snd fabricated in Darver

comipany. Dear Members of the Landmark Preservation Commission,

Histo enver supparts the local landmark designation of 1555 M. Grant Street,
encompassing the full parcel—including the Buell Hall, the 1963 Milan Hall, and the
adjoining L-shaped parking lot—as a unified historic resource that reflects multiple layers of
Denver’s architectural, social, and urban development history.

Designed by noted Denver archi
adapted and rew portions of t
brick fabric with refined new constru
presses the site's evolution acn
ntributes to this story through its Mid-Century Madern form and &
of locally produced prestressed concrete doulbls members—employed not only in the roof
and floor but as the building™s exterior walls—represents an sarly and ificant example of

this Colorado-born construction method.

property holds d tions with the Knights of Columbus Denver Council
of the city's oldest and most active service organizations. During Werld War I, the
| transformed tl e into a United Service Organizati .0.) center that served an

mated half million service members in just three years. This extraordinary level of wartime
ity cantributed to the deterioration of the former Flatcher Mansion and ultimately informed
‘s redevelopment. The nomination also highlights the organization’s broas history in
Denver, including its response to anti-Catholic sentiment through civic engagement and

<ial themes that remain embadied in this property.




Landmark Designation Review Criteria

e Over 30 years of age
* Application meets at least three criteria

B. It has direct and substantial association with a recognized person or group of persons who had
influence on society;

C. It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or type;
D. It is a significant example of the work of a recognized architect or master builder;

E. It contains elements of design, engineering, materials, craftsmanship, or artistic merit which
represent a significant innovation or technical achievement;

* Retains Integrity
e LPC considers the historic context

Based on ordinance designation criteria and on the findings of the Landmark
Preservation Commission (LPC) that the application meets the criteria for
designation of a structure, staff recommends the application is forward to full
council.
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