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Overview of Proposed Legislation - recap

1. Revise the Denver Revised Municipal Code to match sentences to the 

maximum sentences for comparable state offenses (constitutional 

requirement)

2. Revise the language of certain offenses to align the prohibited conduct 

with a more stringent state law (to retain the ability to impose a higher 

sentence, including in cases involving domestic violence)

3. Rewrite several offense descriptions to more clearly align with state law, 

thereby clarifying possible sentences (does not change severity of 

punishment available)

4. Eliminate mandatory fines on prostitution (aligning with state law)



Overview of Proposed Legislation - new changes

5. Compromise on how to handle municipal-only crimes (narrower set of 

crimes included in Class 4)

• Leave regulatory offenses (the majority of the code) at the 

status quo general penalty 

• Instead create an expert commision to review the remaining code in 

detail to make recommendations

• Class 4 offenses now much narrower 

6. Responsive change to PACE concern about threats to pets 

• Added a municipal-only offense to the threats to property code to 

capture this prosecutorial authority 



Compromise on municipal-only crimes 
(Class 4 offenses)

• In committee, heard agency concerns about existing sentencing 

scheme not being sufficient for deterence

• So instead of making all municipal-only crimes a Class 4 offense (10 

days/$300 fine), the proposed bill:

• Leaves the majority of the code at the status quo general penalty 

(300 days/$999 fine) 

• Tasks a commission with making recommendations for 

appropriate penalties

• Class 4 offenses (10 days/$300 fine) now include only state petty 

offense comparables, the municipal-only criminal chapter (38), and a 

narrow set of commonly-charged low-level regulatory offenses



Class 4 (previous draft)



Class 4– New additions



Proposed Commission

• To make recommendations for:

• DRMC regulatory code to determine appropriate 

penalties including fines and jail

• DRMC criminal code in Chapter 38 for any offenses 

that should be decriminalized or repealed

• Submit a written report within 6 months of bill passage

• Membership: roughly 20 members including city 

departments, both prosecution and defense offices, 

advocacy organizations, city council members, etc



Stakeholding to date– 2023-2025

• Office of Municipal Public Defenders– 2023 first meeting

• City Attorney's Office – Prosecution and Code Enforcement (PACE)– August 

2024 first meeting

• CO State Rep. Mabrey, State Sen. Weissman

• Municipal Judges and Magistrates

• Municipal Sentencing Coalition led by Colorado Freedom Fund (dozens of 

organizations, not separately listed here)

• Colorado Criminal Justice Reform Coalition

• Mayor-Council discussion– Feb 2025

• Budget and Policy presentation– June 2025

• Department of Public Safety– July 2025

• Mayor's Office– July 2025

• Denver District Attorney– October 2025



Stakeholding to date– 2026
• Budget and Policy presentation– January 

• City Council– briefings completed 

February 

• Violence Free Colorado– February & 

onward

• Public webinar– February

• Mayor's Office & PACE– February 

• Municipal Judges and Magistrates (latest 

meeting)– March 

• Budget and Policy presentation– March 

• PACE & Mayor's Office– twice in March 

• RNO groups: UpDoNa, LoDoNa, Whittier– 

March 

• Denver Healing Generations– March 

• City Agencies: Denver 

Licensing and Consumer 

Protections, Denver Department 

of Public Health and Environment, 

and Denver Fire Department– March

• Additional Victim/Survivor 

advocacy groups – April 

• Additional City Council briefings– 

April

• PACE & Mayor's Office– April 

• Downtown groups: Visit Denver, 

Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce, 

Downtown Denver Partnership, 

Colorado Concern, Denver Center for 

the Performing Arts & others– April 

• Community listening sessions: 

70+ registrants – April 

• PACE & Mayor's Office – May 

• District Attorney – May



Coalition



Next steps

• May 19th: Mayor-Council

• June 1st: Council first reading

• June 8th: Council second reading



Questions?



Appendix



Proposal
Updated in the last draft

Denver Revised Municipal Code (DRMC)

Before the Colorado Supreme Court Ruling

General Penalty



Remains the same

Class 1



Proposal

Denver Revised Municipal Code (DRMC)

Before the Colorado Supreme Court Ruling

Class 2



New class in the proposal

Class 3



New class in the proposal

Class 5



Section 19 – Prostitution





Collateral consequences of jail time

• 30-day rule: 
incarceration 
exceeding 30 
days incarceration are 
grounds to suspend 
Social Security benefits

• SSDI: Social Security 
Disability Insurance

• Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI)

• Medicaid, SNAP

• Loss of housing

• Loss of employment

• Education

• Inability to care 
for Children: 
Custody and Visitation 
Rights –DHS contact

• Immigration/ 
deportation
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