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• Plan Overview
• Plan Content
• Review Criteria 



Plan Overview



Council Member
Amanda Sandoval – District 1 

Neighborhoods 
Chaffee Park
Sunnyside
Highland
Jefferson Park



Plan Contents
• Intro
• Land Use and Built Form
• Housing and Economy 
• Mobility
• Quality of Life Infrastructure 
• Neighborhoods of Near 

Northwest
• Implementation 



Plan Content



Key Themes from Executive 
Summary 
• Support wealth building 
and access to housing

• Nurture great places
• Grow businesses and 
jobs

• Improve multi-modal 
options and safety

• Support health and 
wellbeing



Land Use and 
Built Form 
• Thoughtful Growth - higher 

intensity near transit and 
lower intensity interior 

• Vibrant Mixed-Use Places -
Elevate the design of 
buildings, streets and public 
spaces

• Preserve and Celebrate –
Adaptive reuse and preserve 
potentially historic areas



Land Use and 
Built Form 
• Increase housing 

options along major 
corridors and within low 
residential areas 
through missing middle 
housing strategies that 
balance preservation 
and compatibility, and 
promote affordability.



Housing and Economy 
• Affordable Housing – Support wealth building, 

prevent displacement, and increase the development of 
new affordable housing 

• Social Services – Provide a robust social service 
network for vulnerable populations, including persons 
experiencing homelessness 

• Local Business Support – Connect businesses to 
financing, incentives, and networking to help them 
thrive and prevent displacement 

• Jobs – Preserve and create new job opportunities that 
can benefit residents 



Mobility
• Balanced Corridors
• Bikeways and Trails
• Connectivity Loop
• Traffic Calming and 

Pedestrian Safety
• Shared Street 
• New Ped-Bike Crossings
• Mobility Hubs and Bus Rapid 

Transit



Quality of Life 
• Culture and Belonging 
• Parks and Green 

Infrastructure Opportunities
• Expansion of Existing Rec 

Centers 
• New Parkways (46th Avenue)
• Food Access



Neighborhood, Key Opportunities 
• Outlines key 

opportunities and 
more neighborhood-
specific 
recommendations 



• Places that require 
additional attention and 
guidance to achieve plan 
goals 

• Illustrative drawings to 
showcase how different 
plan recommendations can 
come together to advance 
the vision 

Neighborhood, Focus Areas 



Implementation
• Identify priorities based on 

community feedback:
• Regulatory 
• Public Investment 
• Partnerships



Review Criteria



Review Criteria
When evaluating plans to be adopted 
as supplements to Comprehensive Plan 2040, 
the Denver Planning Board and City Council 
shall consider the following criteria:
• An inclusive community process was used 

to develop the plan.
• The plan is consistent with the vision, goals 

and strategies of Comprehensive Plan 2040.
• The plan demonstrates a long-term view.



Inclusive Community Process



Timeline
We are here

2021 2022 2023
Adoption: 
Q1 of 2024





Traditional Engagement
• In-Person and Virtual Open 

Houses 
• Virtual Roundtable Discussions 
• Online Surveys 
• Resource Fair 
• Office Hours 

• 28 Community Workshops
• 27 Steering Committee 

Meetings
• 2,353+ interactions
• 2,170+ Online Surveys
• 1,350+ email subscribers 
• 30,168+ Twitter and Facebook 

posts seen
• 2 rounds of flyers and mailers



Focused Engagement 
• Promotora Model - led to 

engaging more Hispanic/Latino, 
renters, and lower-income 
residents

• Focus Groups 
• Youth Outreach 
• Community Events and Pop-Ups 

• 74 Community Events and 
Pop-Ups 

• 14 focus groups
• 447 intercept surveys 
• 600+ Promotora hours
• 500+ youths engaged 



Inclusive Community Process
Finding: The Near Northwest Area Plan was 
developed through an inclusive community 
process



Plan Consistency



Consistency with Comprehensive 
Plan 2040

• Equitable, Affordable, & Inclusive
• 9 Goals, 27 Strategies

• Strong & Authentic Neighborhoods
• 9 Goals, 25 Strategies

• Connected, Safe, & Accessible
• 10 Goals, 21 Strategies

• Economically Diverse & Vibrant
• 7 Goals, 15 Strategies

• Environmentally Resilient
• 9 Goals, 20 Strategies

• Healthy & Active
• 5 Goals, 12 Strategies



Consistency with Blueprint Denver

• Land Use & Built Form 
(General)

• 7 Policies, 11 Strategies
• Housing

• 6 Policies, 9 Strategies
• Economic

• 6 Policies, 13 Strategies
• Design Quality & Preservation

• 6 Policies, 20 Strategies

• Mobility
• 8 Policies, 22 

Strategies

• Quality of Life Infrastructure
• 10 Policies, 31 Strategies



Plan Consistency
Finding: The Near Northwest Area Plan is 
consistent with Comprehensive Plan 2040 and 
Blueprint Denver



Long-Term View



Long-Term View
The Near Northwest Area Plan:
• Has a 2040 planning horizon
• Establishes a vision for the community that addresses 

Land Use and Built Form, Quality of Life, Mobility, and 
Economy and Housing

• Has an aspirational vision and implementation 
strategy that will take many years to achieve



Long-Term View
Finding: The Near Northwest Area Plan has 
an appropriate long-term perspective.



Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends that City Council adopt the Near 
Northwest Area Plan



Q&A
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