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When we are able 

to see the 

potential...



Great things will happen!



This is about a Near-Term Focus…

And Long-Term Vision



We Need Downtown: 

Critical to the City 

Economy

1.8%
of land 

area

30%
of jobs

4.6%
of 

population

20.3%
of taxable 

value

21%
of lodging 

and retail 

sales



26.5%
Office 
Vacancy 
(highest 
since 2008)

Downtown 
Land Area 
is Surface 
Parking Lots

16%

11.6M
Square Feet 
of Vacant 
Office 
Space 
Downtown

16.3%

72%
Of New 
Units Since 
2016 are 
Studios and 
1-Bedrooms

4%
Downtown 
Households 
with kids 
(23.4% in 
Denver)

Vacant 
Ground-
Level 
Storefronts

85%
Of 
Downtown 
Not Within 5-
Minute Walk 
of Park

17.2M
Fewer 
Downtown 
Visits 
Annually 
since 2017

But Downtown needs us too



A Loud + Supportive 
Community Voice

750+ 
Attendees at Public 

Open Houses

Over 70% live or 

work in downtown

2,000+
 Online Survey Respondents

Over 3 separate surveys

120+ 
Attendees at 
Focus Group 

Conversations

Pop Up Events

Skyline Park Rink

Christkindl Market
Mile High Tree

Parade of Lights
16th Street Kickoff

1,300+ 
People

Engaged at Pop-

Up Events

7
Community 

Advisory 

Committees
Meetings

35+
Stakeholder 

Conversations

The Vision and Framework Aligns 
with the Broader Community Vision 
for Downtown born from Broad 
and Diverse Feedback

20
Equity 

Focused 
Touchpoints



Where Denver goes to 









Downtown Area Plan

1. Comment Resolution and Plan Content

2. City Council Criteria Evaluation

3. Recommendation – Adoption 



WE ARE 
HERE!

Current Schedule | We are approaching the end of process!



1. Comment Resolution and Plan Content

Over 1500 Comments:
• August Public Review Draft

• Community Advisory Committee Review

• Internal Review

• Planning Board Review

Major Themes:
• Safety

• Affordability

• Job Creation and Economic Investment

• Mobility and Access

• Better Streets and Public Spaces

• Arts and Culture

• Green and Sustainable



Downtown Area Plan Info Item

1. Process

2. Plan Contents

3. Your Questions and Feedback











Diagram

Downtown Denver is a mosaic of distinct 

neighborhoods that serves as a microcosm of 
Colorado, transforming downtown into a 

central community that celebrates culture, 
people, and business.

Connection

Play

EquityStories Resilience

InnovationInvestment























2. Criteria Evaluation

When evaluating plans to be adopted as supplements to Comprehensive 
Plan 2040, the Denver Planning Board and City Council shall consider the 
following criteria:

1. An inclusive community process was used to develop the plan.

2.The plan is consistent with the vision, goals and strategies of 
Comprehensive Plan 2040.

3.The plan demonstrates a long-term view.



A Loud + Supportive 
Community Voice

750+ 
Attendees at Public 

Open Houses

Over 70% live or 

work in downtown

3,300+
 Online Survey Respondents

Over 3 separate surveys

120+ 
Attendees at 
Focus Group 

Conversations

Pop Up Events

Skyline Park Rink

Christkindl Market
Mile High Tree

Parade of Lights
16th Street Kickoff

3,300+ 
People

Engaged at Pop-

Up Events

10
Community 

Advisory 

Committees
Meetings

40+
Stakeholder 

Conversations 
(130+attendees)

The Vision and Framework Aligns 
with the Broader Community Vision 
for Downtown born from Broad 
and Diverse Feedback

30
Equity 

Focused 
Touchpoints

Inclusive Process



Consistency with Comprehensive Plan 2040

Equitable, Affordable, & Inclusive

8 Goals, 22 Strategies

Strong & Authentic 

Neighborhoods

  9 Goals, 23 Strategies

Connected, Safe, & Accessible

  9 Goals, 18 Strategies

Economically Diverse & Vibrant

  5 Goals, 8 Strategies

Environmentally Resilient

  8 Goals, 17 Strategies

Healthy & Active

 3 Goals, 7 Strategies

33



Consistency with Blueprint Denver 

Land Use & Built Form (General)

 5 Policies, 9 Strategies

Housing

2 Policies, 4 Strategies

Economic

4 Policies, 6 Strategies

Design Quality & Preservation

5 Policies, 12 Strategies

Mobility 

5 Policies, 15 strategies 

Quality of Life Infrastructure

7 Policies, 15 strategies 

34



Long Term View 

The Downtown Area Plan:

• Long-term collective aspiration of the community

• Envisions a vibrant, healthy and complete Downtown

• Compass for guiding future growth and investment

35



3. Recommendation 

Adopt the Downtown Denver Area Plan as a 

supplement to Comprehensive Plan 2040.

36



Questions 

and 
Comments

DAP SPRC Staff Report_102925.pdf

https://denvercity.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/DowntownPlanNUQ/EX8S036Q7OZItvTPwFhVOMkBfJAp8RIOxkjleaNP6dUEBQ?e=f7IzF3
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