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Great Cities need Great Parks…
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Real assets need Real investment 
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Investment boosts over the years, not enough
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Investment boosts over the years, not enough
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Denver is growing & Parks need to grow with it…

Land needed to meet 10 
ac/1,000 resident standard
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5/17/2018

July 2010

Real economic benefits = real value
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Benefits of Parks…Health
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• Research shows that people exercise more when they have 

access to parks. 

• A study by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) found better 

access to places to be physically active led to a 26.5 percent 

increase in the number of people who exercise three or more 

days a week. 

• Even small amounts of exercise improve a person’s health. 

Estimates are that 95 percent of U.S. adults, 92 percent of 

adolescents, and 58 percent of children don’t get the 

recommended amount of daily physical activity. 

• Nearly 75% of citizens say parks, trails, and open space are an 

essential component of American health care.



Denver Parks & Recreation Game Plan
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So, how do we stack up to comparable cities?

City 2017 ParkScore®  Rank

Minneapolis 1

St. Paul 2

San Francisco 3

Washington 4

Portland 5

Arlington 6

Irvine 7

New York 7

Madison 9

Cincinnati 10

Chicago 11

Seattle 11

Boston 13

San Diego 14

Aurora 15

St. Petersburg 16

Albuquerque 17

Plano 17

St. Louis 17

Denver 20
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How has Denver’s ParkScore® been trending?

Year ParkScore®  Rank

2014 7

2015 16

2016 20

2017 20

2018 26
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• Delivery metrics

– 10-minute walk = 97%**

– Spending per resident = $232**

– Parkland as % of city = 15%**

– Park acres per 1,000 = 12*

*2017 City Park Facts, The Trust for Public Land

**ParkScore 2017, The Trust for Public Land

Minneapolis, MN – 411,000 residents
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• Compare Denver

– 86%

– $114

– 8%

– 9



• Delivery metrics

– 10-minute walk = 86%**

– Spending per resident = $164**

– Parkland as % of city = 18%**

– Park acres per 1,000 = 23*

*2017 City Park Facts, The Trust for Public Land

**ParkScore 2017, The Trust for Public Land

Portland, OR – 633,000 residents
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• Compare Denver

– 86%

– $114

– 8%

– 9



• Delivery metrics

– 10-minute walk = 98%**

– Spending per resident = $111**

– Parkland as % of city = 17%**

– Park acres per 1,000 = 8*

*2017 City Park Facts, The Trust for Public Land

**ParkScore 2017, The Trust for Public Land

Boston, MA – 667,000 residents
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• Compare Denver

– 86%

– $114

– 8%

– 9



• Delivery metrics

– 10-minute walk = 94%**

– Spending per resident = $279**

– Parkland as % of city = 12%**

– Park acres per 1,000 = 10*

*2017 City Park Facts, The Trust for Public Land

**ParkScore 2017, The Trust for Public Land

Seattle, WA – 684,000 residents

16

• Compare Denver

– 86%

– $114

– 8%

– 9



So, how fares Denver on 10-minute walk?

Source: ParkScore 2017, The Trust for Public Land
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So, how fares Denver on spending/resident?

Source: ParkScore 2017, The Trust for Public Land
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So, how fares Denver on parkland % of city?

Source: ParkScore 2016, The Trust for Public Land
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So, how fares Denver on acres/1,000 residents?

Source: 2017 City Park Facts, The Trust for Public Land
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Denver’s key challenges…
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• Growth

• Deferred Maintenance

• Trajectory
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The Need
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2018 PARKS AND RECREATION 

FUNDING

2323

The total request 

for Parks and 

Recreation in the 

2018 budget was 

$72.75 

million.P&R is anticipated to 

offset 

$10.07 

million through 

general fund revenue 

derived from permits, 

use fees, etc.
The 2018 budget request and revenue forecast does not include the golf enterprise fund. 

Administratio

n

$4.47 

million

Parks & 

Planning

$40.63

million

Mountain 

Parks

$0.95 

million

CSU 

Cooperative 

Extension

$0.19 

million

Buffalo Bill 

Museum

$0.39

million

Recreation

$26.12 

million
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The Need
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THE PROPOSAL
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The ballot measure 

will create a special 

Parks fund.

● Specifically excludes expending 

derived revenues from that fund 

towards offsetting any current of future 

expenditures from the general fund 

towards P&R 

All money derived 

from the increased 

sales and use tax 

must be expended 

solely for:

● Acquiring additional land

● Developing, improving, and maintaining 

parks

● Mountain parks

● Restoring and protecting waterways

● Purchasing, planting, and caring for 

trees

● Operating and maintaining new parks

Council will refer a 

measure to the 

voters 

● Expand the sales and use tax by .25% 

● Two and a half cents for every ten 

dollars spent

● Dedicated funding for Denver’s parks



ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL LAND
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The Need
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DEVELOP & IMPROVE PARKS, TRAILS, MOUNTAIN 

PARKS, OPEN SPACES
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The Need
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RESTORE & PROTECT RIVERS, 

WATERWAYS, STREAMS
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The Need
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PURCHASE, PLANT, & CARE FOR 

TREES
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The Need
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OPERATE & MAINTAIN PARKS, TRAILS, 

OPENSPACES
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Impact
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IMPACT

The additional .25% 

tax will result in an 

additional $45.94 

million for the 

dedicated parks 

fund in 2019.

.25%

$45.94 

million

The total projected funds (in 

2018 dollars) for P&R (general 

fund and Parks fund) would 

total $118.69 million
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The Need
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SALES TAX STATISTICS
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Denver Sales Tax Revenue & Cost Estimates

Sales Tax 

Rate

Annual 

Revenue*

Household 

Spending on 

Taxable 

Items**

Annual Cost/ 

Household

Total Revenue 

Attributed to 

Resident 

Spending***

% Revenue 

Attributed to 

Resident 

Spending

0.25% $41,524,304 $14,065 $35 $9,882,843 24%

*Based on 2017 taxable sales of $16,609,721,629 (Denver Budget & Management Office).

**Assumes 25 percent of household income is spent on taxable items; median household income = $56,258 (US Census QuickFacts).

***Total revenue from resident spending based on average household spending multiplied by number of households (281,072, US Census QuickFacts). The remaining revenue comes from 

purchases of taxable items by businesses and visitors.



Impact
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The NeedIMPACT

Denver’s 

current 

sales and 

use tax rate

3.65%

Denver’s sales 

and use tax if 

approved by 

voters

3.9%

4.02%
avg. sales tax 

rate for the 

nearest 25 

jurisdictions 

(city & county 

tax combined)

7.9%
The total sales 

and use tax rate 

(including RTD, 

SCFD, and state 

tax) if the 

increase is 

approved by the 

voters



Other Counties Slide
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Impact
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OTHER COUNTIES

Comparison of Dedicated Funding for Conservation, 

Selected Counties

Jurisdiction Name

Finance 

Mechanism Tax Rate

Year 

Approved

Conservation Funds 

Approved

Douglas County Sales tax 0.17% 1994 $202,500,000 

Adams County Sales tax 0.25% 1999 $211,537,640 

Arapahoe County Sales tax 0.25% 2003 $341,500,000 

Broomfield Sales tax 0.25% 1994 $20,810,000

Jefferson County Sales tax 0.50% 1972 $900,000,000 

Boulder County Sales tax 0.60% 1993 $617,250,000 



Next StepsImpact
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NEXT STEPS

MAYOR 

COUNCI

L

FINGOV

FIRST 

READING

SECOND 

READIN

G

PUBLIC 

HEARING



Questions?
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Impact
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OTHER COUNTIESBILL 18-0641

QUESTIONS?
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