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CASR Mission



CASR Mission per Ordinance

“Act with urgency to proactively mitigate climate change 
by advancing science-based strategies to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions on a scale and timeline that 
align with the recommendations from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change”








Goals



DENVER’S CLIMATE COMMITMENTS
City Wide

Reduce 100% of greenhouse gas emissions by 2040

Reduce 65% of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 from 2019 baseline

Buildings and Homes

New Buildings are zero emissions by 2030

Existing Buildings are zero emissions by 2040

Transportation

50% of commuters walk, bike, take transit, carpool or telework by 2030

30% of registered vehicles in Denver will be electric by 2030

Waste

Divert 50% of solid waste from landfills by 2027 and 70% by 2032



Data



Denver's 2023 core 
GHG emissions
• Gas and diesel used in vehicles are responsible 

for 34% of Denver’s GHG emissions. Mode 
shift (bike, walk, transit) and fuel switching 
(electrification, other tech) are the strategies 
in this sector.

• Energy use in buildings and homes accounts 
for 65% of Denver’s GHG emissions. 
Electrification and efficiency are the strategies 
in this sector.
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Denver Climate Action Interventions and Policy Impacts (so far)
Transportation Policy
(ACT, ACCII, IRA, and IIJA)

Grid Decarbonization

Denver Rebates & Incentives
(issued as of 2024)

Building Code

Energize Denver Building
Performance Policy

Remaining Emissions

BAU Emissions

CO2 Balance by 2040
53% Thermal
24% Transportation
17% Electricity



Zero Emission Electricity is Coming







Consumption 
emissions

• GHG emissions from imported 
goods and services

• Includes infrastructure, 
machinery, textiles, food etc.

• Source: Consumption based 
GHG emissions of C40 cities 
report

https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Consumption-based-GHG-emissions-of-C40-cities?language=en_US


Strategies



Key Strategies for Building Decarbonization



Denver residential water heater sales needed 
to achieve climate goals

Source: Rewiring 
America



Denver residential heating system sales 
needed to achieve climate goals

Source: Rewiring 
America
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Better land use



Greenways, streets for people, mixed use, TOD, vibrant spaces
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Greenway Network Partnership Wynkoop and other Opportunities



Relationship between EV Adoption and VMT



Zero Waste Strategies

• CASR has incentives for 
eliminating single use 
service ware and replacing 
with reusables at events 
and restaurants

• We launched a Reuse 
Business Directory

https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Cutting-Denvers-Carbon-Pollution/Community-Engagement/Certifiably-Green-Denver/Funding-Opportunities-for-Businesses/Reuse-Denver-Incentives
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Cutting-Denvers-Carbon-Pollution/Zero-Waste/Denver-Reuse-Business-Directory
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-and-Resiliency/Cutting-Denvers-Carbon-Pollution/Zero-Waste/Denver-Reuse-Business-Directory


Unprecedented investments and incentives
• Xcel Energy: 

• Clean Heat Plan 2024-27: $440M (+70% of the budget to electrification)
• Energy Efficiency 2024-26: $580M (Includes $80 million for 

electrification)
• Transportation 2024-26: $264M (effectively all EV Charging)

• Federal Programs: 
• $328M in EPA Grants to DRCOG and CEO 
• Inflation Reduction Act rebates, tax credits and direct pay

• Denver:
• ~$20M in local incentives in 2025, plus technical assistance
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