
From: S. Hayden
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bill No. 22-1472
Date: Monday, December 12, 2022 2:57:31 PM

City Council Members,

I appreciate the opportunity to provide public testimony regarding Bill No. 22-
1472. While I fully SUPPORT the ordinance designating 401 North Madison
Street "as a structure for preservation," I will spare you a reiteration of the the
merits articulated in the Individual Landmark Designation Application as
recommended for approval by a unanimous vote of the Landmark Preservation
Commission. Instead, I encourage you to take a nuanced political approach to an
otherwise polarizing issue.

Please separate your consideration of whether or not the structure meets the
criteria for Landmark status from the extrinsic concerns of the structure's use,
aesthetics, or physical condition. A Landmark can be "abandoned," "an eyesore,"
or "derelict." If you find such extrinsic concerns  compelling, perhaps a Landmark
can be destroyed too. Perhaps you can recognize the merits, support the bill, and
(if you must) make a special exception to permit the removal of the structure.

Gratefully,

Stuart Hayden

2525 Grape Street
Denver, CO 80207

mailto:shayden@protonmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


From: Robert Bassett
To: dencc - City Council; Landmark - Community Planning and Development
Cc: Black, Kendra A. - CC Member District 4 Denver City Council; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City

Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Crowther House
Date: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 7:32:53 PM
Attachments: Crowther House Designation.pdf

Dear Council,

             Please see the attached letter.

I am writing to you as the former Board Chair of Historic Denver in support of landmark
designation for 401 Madison, the Crowther residence.

Other experts have explained to Council the historical significance of this structure and of its
architect Richard Crowther.  Significantly, the experts at Denver’s Landmark Commission and its staff
support this designation.

Only Denver can tell the story of Richard Crowther and of his groundbreaking architectural
work.  We all share a responsibility to recognize these contributions to our fine city.

Council has an important responsibility to today’s citizens of Denver and to the future
generations of residents to preserve artifacts of this importance.

Please demonstrate your leadership by voting to oppose the destruction of this rare,
important asset.

Sincerely yours,

 

Bob Bassett

BassettLawColorado@gmail.com

3029 S. Detroit Way

Denver, 80210

mailto:bassettlawcolorado@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:Landmark@denvergov.org
mailto:Kendra.Black@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:BobBassett910@gmail.com







From: Ann Mullins
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Crowther House
Date: Friday, December 9, 2022 4:06:45 PM

Dear Denver City Council,

I’m writing as a former resident who, like you, wants to enhance and protect what makes Denver a
great place to live and work. In a fast-growing city one of the most tangible, demonstrable
contributions you will make surrounds what we do with current spaces; our buildings.  Committing
to environmental stewardship and creative housing solutions requires leadership to decide not just
what we build, but what we tear down. What we preserve is what we value. 

Therefore, there should be no dispute that the Crowther residence at 401 Madison should
become a designated landmark. Experts and informed citizens agree. Of course, there’s the usual
and expected disagreement from a developer who wants a return on investment and neighbors who
are tired of an eyesore. I’m keenly aware of the (seemingly) opposing interests you must consider. 

But what’s unusual and less obvious is the backstory, the intangible asset, and the degree of
attention this threatened house continues to get locally and nationally. 

The Crowther House is one of the nation’s earliest experiments in environmental housing.
The visionary who built it was a pioneer in residential solar architecture long before it became a
public passion. Crowther wrote the book on building with environmental stewardship and was
internationally renowned. How fortunate that this living laboratory is in Denver, and was also his
primary residence!  I can’t fathom a moral justification to ignore this legacy!  Especially if for the sake
of short-term interests that could still be met.

 Crowther’s contributions will outlive us, his legacy is indestructible. Unfortunately, his house
is not. The potential value in a landmark-worthy solar house is undisputed. Crowther’s house told a
story people want to hear.  Only Denver can tell that story and therefore we must. 

With some restoration and ingenuity this landmarked house will bring greater return on the
developer and neighbors’ property investments.  Eventually, it’s likely to foster a sense of pride that
makes a neighborhood more desirable. Unoriginal architecture with false history will never
command this added value. 

It is without question, a win-win decision to give this house a future. You have an important
responsibility to the invisible stakeholder, the future generations of residents who will inherit the
decision you will make today.

 I am asking for your leadership with your vote to oppose the destruction of this rare, important
asset.

 

Sincerely,

Ann Mullins

216 W Hyman Ave.

Aspen, CO 81611

 

Ann Mullins
216 W Hyman Ave.
Aspen, CO 81611
970.925.7559

mailto:mullins.ann@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org




From: SHERRY GRAHAM
To: Landmark - Community Planning and Development; dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Crowther Plea
Date: Sunday, December 11, 2022 3:53:55 PM
Attachments: Dear City Council. local resident.docx

Please forward my request to the proper person's. This is in regards to the plea for
Crowther Landmark. 

Sherry Graham 
84 Spruce St., 502 
Denver, CO 80230 

mailto:slgrm@comcast.net
mailto:Landmark@denvergov.org
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org





Dear City Council,



I urge you to give landmark protection to the former residence designed by the nation’s pioneer of solar architecture, Richard Crowther. 



A developer, or even a nearby resident, who wants to raze the landmark-worthy home are the short-term, minor stakeholders compared to the future generations who will take pride in this landmark and the story it tells.  It is wasteful to demolish the decades of expertise it took to create the home, and irresponsible to erase the one-time opportunity it presents to Denver.

 

No one disputes the social and aesthetic significance of the Midcentury Modern home. No one disputes the value of environmentally-responsible architecture. And no one wants our city to be known for devaluing and disposing of its natural and man-made assets. 



History proves that landmarks make a city more desirable. They raise property values. There isn’t a sound reason to destroy such a vital and visible representation of your commitment to building a great city and how seriously you take that responsibility.

 

Kind Regards,



Sherry Graham



Denver resident

84 Spruce St., 502

Denver, CO 80230















From: Kathryn Oberdorfer
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Crowther Residence-Historic Landmark
Date: Friday, December 9, 2022 3:44:49 PM

Dear Denver City Council,

I’m writing as a resident who, like you, wants to enhance and protect what makes Denver a
great place to live and work. In a fast-growing city one of the most tangible, demonstrable
contributions you will make surrounds what we do with current spaces; our buildings. 
Committing to environmental stewardship and creative housing solutions requires leadership
to decide not just what we build, but what we tear down. What we preserve is what we value.

Therefore, there should be no dispute that the Crowther residence at 401 Madison
should become a designated landmark. Experts and informed citizens agree. Of course, there’s
the usual and expected disagreement from a developer who wants a return on investment and
neighbors who are tired of an eyesore. I’m keenly aware of the (seemingly) opposing interests
you must consider.

But what’s unusual and less obvious is the backstory, the intangible asset, and the
degree of attention this threatened house continues to get locally and nationally.

The Crowther House is one of the nation’s earliest experiments in environmental
housing. The visionary who built it was a pioneer in residential solar architecture long before
it became a public passion. Crowther wrote the book on building with environmental
stewardship and was internationally renowned. How fortunate that this living laboratory is in
Denver, and was also his primary residence!  I can’t fathom a moral justification to ignore this
legacy!  Especially if for the sake of short-term interests that could still be met.

 Crowther’s contributions will outlive us, his legacy is indestructible. Unfortunately,
his house is not. The potential value in a landmark-worthy solar house is undisputed.
Crowther’s house told a story people want to hear.  Only Denver can tell that story and
therefore we must.

With some restoration and ingenuity this landmarked house will bring greater return on
the developer and neighbors’ property investments.  Eventually, it’s likely to foster a sense of
pride that makes a neighborhood more desirable. Unoriginal architecture with false history
will never command this added value.

It is without question, a win-win decision to give this house a future. You have an
important responsibility to the invisible stakeholder, the future generations of residents who
will inherit the decision you will make today.

 I am asking for your leadership with your vote to oppose the destruction of this rare,
important asset.

 

Sincerely,

Kathryn Oberdorfer

mailto:oberdorferklo@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


4629 E. Cedar Ave

Denver 80246

 



From: DeeDee LeGrand
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] On behalf of my fellow citizens
Date: Monday, December 12, 2022 3:00:38 PM

Dear City Council,
I’ve been asked an important question I couldn’t answer when the Crowther house comes up. The
vast majority thought the matter was settled when the Landmark Commission decided it’s worthy of
landmarking. I couldn’t explain why we would over ride their time an expertise. They learned this
too late because the developer didn’t want them to notice they were going to raze a landmark and
they’re appalled that experts’ opinions(as well as theirs) could be ignored. 
 
People are concerned because this isn’t a bad haircut that can grow back. The lot will look bald if
anything else goes there that doesn’t honor Crowther’s home and legacy.
 
 
DeeDee LeGrand
720.353.3053
 

mailto:dlegrand@legrandhart.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


From: Marsha Tharakan
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the historic designation of the Crowther residence (401 Madison)
Date: Sunday, December 11, 2022 7:33:32 PM

Dear Denver City Council,
 

I live in the 7th Ave Historic neighborhood.  I am writing to ask you to please support the historic
designation of the Crowther residence at 401 Madison.  Experts in historic landmark support this
designation (Denver Landmarks staff, the Landmarks Commission, Historic Denver, Historic Boulder
and Historic Littleton). 
 
The Crowther House is one of the nation’s earliest experiments in environmental housing.  Richard
Crowther who built it was a pioneer in residential solar architecture long before it became
mainstream. Crowther wrote the book on building with environmental stewardship and was
internationally renowned.  This house was his primary residence - it is a treasure and privilege that
this historic building is in Denver. The potential value in a landmark-worthy solar house is clear.  With
some restoration and creativity, this landmarked house will bring greater return on the developer
and neighbors’ property investments.
 
I am asking for your leadership with your vote to oppose the destruction of this rare, historically
important Denver asset.
 
Sincerely,
Marsha Tharakan
712 Lafayette St.
 
 

mailto:m_tharakan@yahoo.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


From: Olivia Theriot
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support letter to save 401 Madison Street
Date: Monday, December 12, 2022 11:21:02 AM

Dear Denver City Council,

My name is Olivia Theriot and I'm an architect at Vera Iconica Architecture. My husband,
Taylor, and I have lived in Cherry Creek for the last three years at 3977 E 4th Ave. Taylor,
Willie Leidolf (my coworker), and I submitted the second Letter of Intent for 401 Madison
Street. I’m writing as a resident who, like you, wants to enhance and protect what makes
Denver a great place to live and work. In a fast-growing city one of the most tangible,
demonstrable contributions you will make surrounds what we do with current spaces; our
buildings.  Committing to environmental stewardship and creative housing solutions requires
leadership to decide not just what we build, but what we tear down. What we preserve is what
we value.

Therefore, there should be no dispute that the Crowther residence at 401 Madison should
become a designated landmark. Experts and informed citizens agree. Of course, there’s the
usual and expected disagreement from a developer who wants a return on investment and
neighbors who are tired of an eyesore. I’m keenly aware of the (seemingly) opposing interests
you must consider.

But what’s unusual and less obvious is the backstory, the intangible asset, and the degree of
attention this threatened house continues to get locally and nationally.

The Crowther House is one of the nation’s earliest experiments in environmental housing. The
visionary who built it was a pioneer in residential solar architecture long before it became a
public passion. Crowther wrote the book on building with environmental stewardship and was
internationally renowned. How fortunate that this living laboratory is in Denver, and was also
his primary residence!  I can’t fathom a moral justification to ignore this legacy!  Especially if
for the sake of short-term interests that could still be met.

Crowther’s contributions will outlive us, his legacy is indestructible. Unfortunately, his house
is not. The potential value in a landmark-worthy solar house is undisputed. Crowther’s house
told a story people want to hear.  Only Denver can tell that story and therefore we must.

With some restoration and ingenuity this landmarked house will bring greater return on the
developer and neighbors’ property investments.  Eventually, it’s likely to foster a sense of
pride that makes a neighborhood more desirable. Unoriginal architecture with false history
will never command this added value.

It is without question, a win-win decision to give this house a future. You have an important
responsibility to the invisible stakeholder, the future generations of residents who will inherit
the decision you will make today.

I am asking for your leadership with your vote to oppose the destruction of this rare, important
asset.

Sincerely,

mailto:oliviaftheriot@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


Olivia Theriot
3977 E 4th Ave, Denver, CO 80206



From: Maes, Marquasa R. - CC Council Secretary
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: St Peter, Teresa A. - CC YA2246 City Council Aide Senior
Subject: FW: Richard Crowther House Letter from Historic Denver
Date: Monday, December 12, 2022 3:08:41 PM
Attachments: 2022-12-09 - HDI Letter to City Council - Crowther House.pdf

Teresa,
 
I am sending this to Elle as she complies all written testimony sent in before our 3:00 p.m. deadline.
 
Elle,
 
Please include this in the testimony packet for today.
 
Thank you!
 
Mar’quasa R. Maes | Council Secretary
w: 720-337-2000 | 1437 Bannock St. | c: 303-532-7590
 

From: St Peter, Teresa A. - CC YA2246 City Council Aide Senior <Teresa.St.Peter@denvergov.org> 
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2022 3:04 PM
To: Michael Flowers <mflowers@historicdenver.org>; Maes, Marquasa R. - CC Council Secretary
<Marquasa.Maes@denvergov.org>
Subject: FW: Richard Crowther House Letter from Historic Denver
 
Hello Michael,
Thank you for writing in. I’m cc’ing Council Secretary so she can add it to the body of email for all of
Council if it is not currently added and sending it along to CW Kniech for her information.
Teresa
 

From: Michael Flowers <mflowers@historicdenver.org> 
Sent: Friday, December 9, 2022 3:49 PM
To: kniechatlarge <kniechatlarge@denvergov.org>
Cc: St Peter, Teresa A. - CC YA2246 City Council Aide Senior <Teresa.St.Peter@denvergov.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Richard Crowther House Letter from Historic Denver
 
Dear Councilwoman Kniech,
 
I hope this e-mail finds you well! Attached is a letter from Historic Denver regarding the upcoming

public hearing on the Richard Crowther House at 401 N. Madison on December 12th.  Please let me
know if you have any questions and have a great weekend!
 
Sincerely,
 
 

mailto:MarQuasa.Maes@denvergov.org
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:Teresa.St.Peter@denvergov.org
mailto:mflowers@historicdenver.org
mailto:kniechatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:Teresa.St.Peter@denvergov.org



Historic Denver, Inc. 
1628 16th Street     303.534.5288 


                 Suite 200     303.534.5296 fax 
                                                               Denver, CO 80202      www.historicdenver.org 


                 


 
 


December 9, 2022 


 


Dear Denver City Council Members,  


A landmark designation application for the Crowther House at 401 N. Madison St. will be on the agenda 
for your consideration at the Dec. 12, 2022 City Council meeting. City Council will be asked to determine 
whether this residential home designed and once occupied by the late architect Richard Crowther 
merits preservation. While the Landmark Preservation Commission determined in its public hearing that 
the house meets comprehensive landmark criteria, the owner of the property does not feel it is 
financially feasible to save the building.  


As you know, the city has a responsibility as a matter of public policy to designate, preserve, protect, 
enhance and perpetuate structures which reflect outstanding elements of the city’s cultural, artistic, 
social, economic, political, architectural, historic or other heritage, to foster civic pride in the beauty and 
accomplishments of the past, and promote the use of outstanding historical or architectural structures 
for the education, stimulation and welfare of the people of the city, and more.  


City Council has the purview to go beyond the landmark criteria and take into consideration other 
factors. Your decision will weigh the historic significance along with benefits to the city of Denver. As 
you deliberate on the designation application, we ask you to consider the following: 


• The house does retain its historic integrity. Historic integrity is the assessment of a building’s 
historic design, workmanship and materials. The house has not been altered and retains much 
of the original materials, design, location, setting, feeling and associations as it did when it was 
constructed.  


• Although this house is an asset unique to Denver, it fell under the radar after Crowther’s death. 
It sat vacant, unappreciated and un-maintained under private ownership.  


• The house can be saved. The building has physical condition challenges due to vacancy and a 
lack of maintenance, but physical condition is not and should not be the primary factor in 
deciding whether to designate a structure.  


• Historic Denver works every day to find economically-viable and community-centered solutions 
that often involve agreeable compromises. In the case of the Crowther House, Historic Denver 
engaged in conversations with the applicants, the property owner, and preservation-minded 
potential buyers who we hoped might consider saving this historically significant building — 
without finding a workable solution. 







Historic Denver, Inc. 
1628 16th Street     303.534.5288 


        Suite 200     303.534.5296 fax 
     Denver, CO 80202    www.historicdenver.org 


• Historic Denver continues to offer its support to help find a win-win outcome, should the
owner and the community be willing to swiftly and in good faith explore additional options.


• The Crowther house is significant in the Environmental and Sustainable movement. Crowther’s
theories and designs were at the forefront of sustainable design in our built environment, and
this house is the culmination of Crowther’s brilliant work. As the City and County of Denver and
the state of Colorado look to be leaders in climate action, sustainability, and resiliency, we have
the opportunity to celebrate Crowther's pioneering effort in reducing energy consumption — a
passive and active solar design that paved the way for current and emerging climate
technologies.


The potential demolition of this building points to a more pressing issue: the loss of Denver’s Modern 
icons. A demolition of the Crowther house will contribute to a long list of unique and significant 
Modernist structures that have been lost. Zeckendorf Plaza and the Hyperbolic Paraboloid by I.M. Pei 
are the most prominent examples of how a great Modernist architect’s legacy in our city was partially 
erased by demolition. Crowther’s architectural studio on Steele Street has already received a certificate 
of demolition eligibility, contributing to a similar loss.  


We believe investment in our city is important; we also believe in balancing investment with 
preservation. We must, as a city and community, realize the value of the city’s Mid-Century Modernist 
buildings, think holistically about Denver’s Modern legacy, and consider how to prevent its loss. Too 
often buildings like this are not brought to light until they are endangered, and they are not appreciated 
by buyers who only see a scrape and rebuild opportunity. Denver’s housing market is one of high prices 
and desired returns, and the Crowther House finds those factors working against it. As a city and a 
community, we can work together to foster an appreciation of the Modernist style of architecture, and 
be more deliberate and proactive so as to not continue to lose the unique designs and assets most cities 
would be proud of. Taking down significant properties like the Crowther house does not add to the 
history, character, and culture of our city the way keeping them does. 


Thank you for your time and consideration, and thank you for your service to Denver. 


Sincerely, 


John R. Lucero 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
Historic Denver, Inc. 
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December 9, 2022



Dear Denver City Council Members, 


A landmark designation application for the Crowther House at 401 N. Madison St. will be on the agenda for your consideration at the Dec. 12, 2022 City Council meeting. City Council will be asked to determine whether this residential home designed and once occupied by the late architect Richard Crowther merits preservation. While the Landmark Preservation Commission determined in its public hearing that the house meets comprehensive landmark criteria, the owner of the property does not feel it is financially feasible to save the building. 


As you know, the city has a responsibility as a matter of public policy to designate, preserve, protect, enhance and perpetuate structures which reflect outstanding elements of the city’s cultural, artistic, social, economic, political, architectural, historic or other heritage, to foster civic pride in the beauty and accomplishments of the past, and promote the use of outstanding historical or architectural structures for the education, stimulation and welfare of the people of the city, and more. 


City Council has the purview to go beyond the landmark criteria and take into consideration other factors. Your decision will weigh the historic significance along with benefits to the city of Denver. As you deliberate on the designation application, we ask you to consider the following:


· The house does retain its historic integrity. Historic integrity is the assessment of a building’s historic design, workmanship and materials. The house has not been altered and retains much of the original materials, design, location, setting, feeling and associations as it did when it was constructed. 



· Although this house is an asset unique to Denver, it fell under the radar after Crowther’s death. It sat vacant, unappreciated and un-maintained under private ownership. 



· The house can be saved. The building has physical condition challenges due to vacancy and a lack of maintenance, but physical condition is not and should not be the primary factor in deciding whether to designate a structure. 



· Historic Denver works every day to find economically-viable and community-centered solutions that often involve agreeable compromises. In the case of the Crowther House, Historic Denver engaged in conversations with the applicants, the property owner, and preservation-minded potential buyers who we hoped might consider saving this historically significant building — without finding a workable solution.



· Historic Denver continues to offer its support to help find a win-win outcome, should the owner and the community be willing to swiftly and in good faith explore additional options. 



· The Crowther house is significant in the Environmental and Sustainable movement. Crowther’s theories and designs were at the forefront of sustainable design in our built environment, and this house is the culmination of Crowther’s brilliant work. As the City and County of Denver and the state of Colorado look to be leaders in climate action, sustainability, and resiliency, we have the opportunity to celebrate Crowther's pioneering effort in reducing energy consumption — a passive and active solar design that paved the way for current and emerging climate technologies.



The potential demolition of this building points to a more pressing issue: the loss of Denver’s Modern icons. A demolition of the Crowther house will contribute to a long list of unique and significant Modernist structures that have been lost. Zeckendorf Plaza and the Hyperbolic Paraboloid by I.M. Pei are the most prominent examples of how a great Modernist architect’s legacy in our city was partially erased by demolition. Crowther’s architectural studio on Steele Street has already received a certificate of demolition eligibility, contributing to a similar loss. 


We believe investment in our city is important; we also believe in balancing investment with preservation. We must, as a city and community, realize the value of the city’s Mid-Century Modernist buildings, think holistically about Denver’s Modern legacy, and consider how to prevent its loss. Too often buildings like this are not brought to light until they are endangered, and they are not appreciated by buyers who only see a scrape and rebuild opportunity. Denver’s housing market is one of high prices and desired returns, and the Crowther House finds those factors working against it. As a city and a community, we can work together to foster an appreciation of the Modernist style of architecture, and be more deliberate and proactive so as to not continue to lose the unique designs and assets most cities would be proud of. Taking down significant properties like the Crowther house does not add to the history, character, and culture of our city the way keeping them does.


Thank you for your time and consideration, and thank you for your service to Denver. 


Sincerely,


John R. Lucero



Chair, Board of Trustees
Historic Denver, Inc.


Historic Denver, Inc.



1628 16th Street     303.534.5288



                 Suite 200     303.534.5296 fax



                                                               Denver, CO 80202      www.historicdenver.org
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Michael Flowers
Director of Preservation Action
Historic Denver, Inc.
303-534-5288 ext. 27
www.historicdenver.org
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