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Neighborhood Planning Initiative
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Quality of Life Woven Throughout Plan
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Land Use

Denver's Green Building
Ordinance

Denvers (Green Buildings Ordinance (GEO)
went into effect Novemnber 2, 2018, This city
law reguires developers and property owners
to select from a meny of strategies for more
sustainable development, which collectively
seekls to increase Eresn Spaces, Improve water
TOMAWETET mansgameant, increass the
uzse of solar and other renewable energies,
foster the design of more energy-efficient
buildings, and increase sdoption of netiona
green building programs, such as Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED). The
ordinance apglies to the following:

=
MW

= Existing buildings 25,000 sguare feet or
larger

w buildings 25 000 sguare feet or larger

= Building additions 25 000 sguare feet or
largar

The ordinance does not apply to parking
structures, temporary buildings, airsupported
structurss, gresnhouzes, single-family homes,
duplexes, or dwelling mtscc--:tr--::eni--a
group of three or more attached units where
each unit extends from four .n:tlc'.::-:lne roof,
ant is no more than 3 stories above the grade
plans. Additionally, certain residental buildings
only have to meet the ordinance’s ¢ool roof
reguire tand are not required to choose a
compliance option.

neighborhood
PLANNING INITIATIVE




The Role of Water in the West Area
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Historic Timeline

Rail

By 1880, rail lines occupied the majority of

space along the eastemn side of the South Platte
River, where the topography and commercial
development made operations effective. In addition
1o industrial growth, passenger rail service gréaw

as well, and Union Station became the front door
to Downtown Denver. Without railroad investment
on its banks, the West Side remained primarily
agricultural.

= i Colfax Viaduct

& Barnum Streetcar
The Colfax viaduct was constructed to connect Colfax and
Sun Valley to Denver by streetcar. By 1933, six viaducts
and ten bridges crossed the South Platte River and
adjacent industrial use. These were concentrated north
of 8th Avenue and only a few served the West Area. The
Barnum Streetcar Line was constructad to connect with
the Colfax Streatcar, creating a vital neighborhood and
regional link o the city and fostering development.

City Beautiful

The City Beautiful movement led by Mayor
Speer in Denver brought street lighting,
sidewalks, sewer system improvements, as
well as tree plantings and the development
of the Parkways. These City investments,
however, were focused east of the South
Platte River and similar improvements were
limited t0 the west.

EST COLFAY WIADUCT - -
osT S T, D00 i E
1nd Men

Employced

Barnum Subdivision
The Barnum subdivision

was platted from proposed
¥illa Park land. Barnum
incorporated as its own town

in 1887, but even with an early
rail connection, development
remained slow, in part because
of the inconvenience of the
connection. Barnum was
annexed to Denver in 12396.

Jewish Settlement
West Colfax and Sun Valley were
initially settled by the Jewish
community and were a thriving
neighborhood of businesses,
farms, factories, and healthcare
facilities, most notably for
tuberculosis treatment.

Colburn Automobile

Factory

The Colburn Automobile factory
opened in 1906_ While only open
until 1911, the factory acted

as a catalyst for manufacturing
and industrial growth west of the
South Platte River. Today this
industrial pattern continuas along
the river contributing to pollution
associated with stormwater runoff
and truck circulation in the area.

In coordination with Denver's first
zoning code, the Sun Valley and
Valverde neighborhoods were
designated as Industrial zone districts
along the South Platte River.




Review Criteria




Planning Board Review
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Planning Board approved the plan (9-0) on February 15,
2023 with the condition that the document be edited for

clarity and correctness.

12 speakers at the public hearing



Review Criteria
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When evaluating plans to be adopted as supplements to
Comprehensive Plan 2040, the Denver Planning Board and
City Council shall consider the following criteria:

1. An inclusive community process was used to develop the
plan.

2. The plan is consistent with the vision, goals and strategies
of Comprehensive Plan 2040.

3. The plan demonstrates a long-term view.
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1. Inclusive Community Process



Process Timeline

Fall 2019 Winter 2019 Summer - Fall 2020 Winter - Summer Fall 2021 - Fall 2022 -
-Spring 2020 2021 Summer 2022 Spring 2023
B » o ) e
el *

= L

\‘ L "'
Existing Conditions Community Input Confirm Community Share and Gather Updates to Draft Community Review of Draft
Research and Analysis and Vision & Priorities and Community Input on Draft Recommendations Plan and Adoption Process

Community Listening ~ Draft Vision Statements & Develop Draft Recommendations to Based on Community
Community Priorities Recommendations Achieve Input
Vision & Priorities

COVID-19
Shutdowns



Community Engagement

* Workshops and Online Events  Office Hours

* 3 in-person community-wide e 30 virtual sessions
workshops * 5 in-person sessions
* 1 online open house * Steering Committee
* 1 webinar * 36 steering committee
* Online Surveys and Review Drafts meetings
* 3 online surveys e 8 working group meetings

* 2 public review drafts

* Community Meetings

* 46 RNO or community group
meetings

01010
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Community Groups

Athmar Park Neighborhood Association
Barnum Recreational Center members
Barnum Registered Neighborhood Organization
Barnum West Community Co-Op at 1°t
Columbine Homes Community Advisory Group
Congregation Zera Abraham

Denver Environmental Justice Committee
Denver Food Project & Casa de Rosal

Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council (SFPC)
Denver Urban Gardens

Far East Center Business District

Denver Food Rescue

Food in Communities Regional Initiative
Historic Denver

Sloan’s Lake Citizen Group

Sun Valley Kitchen

Sun Valley Community Advisory Group

Sun Valley Registered Neighborhood Organization

Valverde Movement Project

Valverde Parent Teacher Leadership Team
Valverde Registered Neighborhood Organization
Valverde Youth Empowerment Center

Veterans of Foreign Wars on Colfax

Villa Park Neighborhood Association

West Colfax Association of Neighbors (WeCAN)
West Colfax Business Improvement District (BID)
West Denver Community Leadership Committee
Westridge Homes Community Advisory Group
Youth, in partnership with Denver Public Schools
Zera Abraham Congregation

-« WDRC

WEST DENVER RENAISSANCE COLLABORATIVE

GOLORADO

JOBS WITH JUSTIGE
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Draft Plan Review
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Draft 1 (May 2022 to October 2022)
* 368 Comments
* 4178 Page Views

Draft 2 (October 2022 to January 2023)
* 559 Comments
* 4034 Page Views

TOTAL COMMENTS SUBMITTED: 927
TOTAL PAGE VIEWS OF WEST DRAFTS: 8,212



Communication Tools and Reach

Email Newsletters Social Media Earned Media

* Subscribers: 1,337  « Twitter: * Denver North Star & ‘
* Emails sent: 24 * Followers: 5,641 * Stories: 2

e Reach: 7,809 * Posts: 24 * Denverite

 Reach: 36,192 e Stories: 2
e Nextdoor: _
NorthStar & 8 [

POLITICS EDUCATION HEALTH ARTS DINI

e Usersin plan
area: 7’809 TOP STORIES COMMUNITY

HOME > POLITICS > WestArea Plan Could Shape the Future of West Colfax and Westside
Neighborhoods

. . NA ® .
You can still comment on the draft plan! POStS ’ 19 West Area Plan Could Shape the Future of
jAlUn puedes comentar sobre el borrador del plan! West Colfax and Westside Neighborhoods

e Reach: 22,196

Share your thoughts / Comparta su opinion

Talk with planners one-on-one / Hable con planificadores uno a uno Po pU| ation Gr OWth Crecimiento de la po blacion

©® March 12,2020 & David Sabados B Politics ¢© 0

Thank you to the many West Denver Gracias a todos los residentes del Oeste
residents who joined the community de Denver que participaron en el taller
workshop last month to learn about comunitario el mes pasado para

the draft West Area Plan. Those who aprender sobre el borrador del Plan del
attended the event shared their Area Oeste. Los que asistieron al evento
thoughts on the long-term vision that ~ compartieron sus pensamientos sobre la
the draft plan provides for West Area V’Is"’” a largo plazo ‘7“7’ el boqrzdor de(g ;
neighborhoods. City planners glaproporesra pars loe yedndarins o5

residents (19%) since 2010.

El Area Oeste ha agregado
6.800 residentes (19%) desde
2010.




Inclusive Engagement
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e Spanish language interpretation, food and childcare were
provided at all workshops

* Bilingual flyers were distributed throughout the West area to
promote each workshop

* Door-to-door flyering to promote Draft #1 - 9,500 flyers
distributed

e Electronic communication, web materials and online activities
are compatible with smart phones, ADA accessible and available
for auto-translation

* Print copies of materials and additional language services were
made available upon request



1. Inclusive Community Process
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Finding: The West Area Plan was developed
through an inclusive community process



2. Plan Consistency




Con5|stency with Comprehensive Plan 2040

* Equitable, Affordable, & Inclusive (SR
* 9 Goals, 19 Strategies 2 ujﬁj 670 (}Q C:FQ neighborhood
e Strong & Authentic Neighborhoods
* 8 Goals, 21 Strategies

e C%Q &Q o

 Connected, Safe, & Accessible
* 8 Goals, 17 Strategies
* Economically Diverse & Vibrant
* 4 Goals, 8 Strategies
* Environmentally Resilient
* 5 Goals,11 Strategies
Healthy & Active

* 5 Goals, 11 Strategies



Consistency with Blueprint Denver
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Land Use & Built Form * Mobility * Quality of Life Infrastructure

(General) * 5 Policies, 15 Strategies ¢ 7 Policies, 19 Strategies

* 5 Policies, 10 Strategies

Housing

prosperous, engaged, and easily

“Very heaithy...fun, active
mobile”

* 4 Policies, 6 Strategies

Economic
B Denvey..

o . . 'l i
Design Quality & Preservation el ovmcrsi e

friendly, pedestrian-scaled
community”™

* 5 Policies, 17 Strategies 24

* 5 Policies, 7 Strategies

“a robust transportation system”




Consistency with Blueprint Denver

Neighborhood Contexts Future Places Growth Strategy
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2. Plan Consistency
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Finding: The West Area Plan is consistent with
Comprehensive Plan 2040 and Blueprint
Denver



3. Long-Term View




Long-Term View
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The West Area Plan:

1. Has a 2040 planning horizon

2. Establishes a vision for the community that addresses
Quality of Life, Mobility, Economy and Housing, and Land

Use and Built Form

3. Has an aspirational vision and implementation strategy
that will take many years to achieve



3. Long-Term View
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Finding: The West Area Plan has an
appropriate long-term perspective



Staff Recommendation:
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Staff recommends that the Denver City
Council adopt the West Area Plan as a
supplement to Comprehensive Plan 2040



Resource Slides




FUTURE STREET TYPES
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This maps uses the Future Multimodal Network
maodal priorities established on Blueprint Denver
as a base understanding and adjusts the modal
pricrities based on recommendations of the Weast
Area Plan.

Identifying modal priorities for streets in important
because the right-of-way space is limited on each
street. The map identifies the mode or modes that
the design and operation of the street will favor.

In addition to the modal priorities, right-of-way
allocation should also consider Green Street
recommendations from Q11 (F. 71)
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MOBILI'I:'Y RECOMMENDATION
SUMMARY |

Colfax Ave.
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Priority
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Street or Green Amenity Street

Priority (See Quality of Life
Section Q11 Recommendation)
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FUTURE PLACES 19th Ave.
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GROWTH STRATEGY
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FUTURE BASE HEIGHT GUIDANCE MAP
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Up to 2.5 stories

Up to 3 stories

Up to 5 stories
I Up (o 8 stories
I Up to 12 stories

7% See Stadium District Master Plan for _
Recommended Heights that go from 5 stories
up to 30 with incentives

Heights within the Value Manufacturing Place
type are guided by FAR ratio rather than
stories. See |-A or |-B zone districts for more
details

O  W-Line Stations
@ Future High Capacity Transit Station

{7 118, 1/4-mile Buffers from High
" Capacity Transit Station

Base Maximum Building Heights
This map shows the maximum building
heights that should be allowed when
Expanding Housing Affordability (EHA)
height incentives are not applied.”
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FUTURE HEIGHT GUIDANCE WITH INCENTIVES MAP
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Up to 2.5 stories

Up to 3 stories
I Up to 4 stories

Up to 5 stories

I Up to 7 stories
I Up to 12 stories

I Up to 16 stories

s See Stadium District Master Plan for
Recommended Heights that go from 5 stories

up to 30 with incentives.

=% Heights within the Value Manufacturing Place
type are guided by FAR ratio rather than
stories. See A or I-B zone districts for more
details

O  W-Line Stations

@ Future High Capacity Transit Station
{7774 /8, 1/4-mile Buffers from High
* Capacity Transit Station

Incentive Maximum Building Heights
This map shows the maximum building
heights that should be allowed when
Expanding Housing Affordability (EHA)
height incentives are applied

_.'T._ -h— = wAlAmedadve. _ _w ltllil I'IIllIL--- --‘Qﬂ :_;L_

0 0.25 ﬂjmnes "\

I\




