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Tonight’s Presentation

•Overview of Plan 
Structure & Content

•Review Criteria
•Public Process
•Plan Consistency
• Long-Term View
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Plan Overview
Structure and Content
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Barnum
Barnum West

Valverde
Villa Park

Sun Valley
West Colfax

Neighborhood Planning Initiative
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Councilwoman Jamie Torres
Council District 3

West Area Plan Council Members

Councilwoman Amanda Sandoval
Council District 1

Councilman Jolon Clark
Council District 7
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West Area Plan –
Centering the 
Quality of Life Lens
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Quality of Life Woven Throughout Plan
Mobility Economy Land Use  
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The Role of Water in the West Area
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Historic and Present Inequities in West
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Historic Timeline 
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Review Criteria
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Planning Board Review

Planning Board approved the plan (9-0) on February 15, 
2023 with the condition that the document be edited for 
clarity and correctness.

• 12 speakers at the public hearing
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Review Criteria

When evaluating plans to be adopted as supplements to 
Comprehensive Plan 2040, the Denver Planning Board and 
City Council shall consider the following criteria:

1. An inclusive community process was used to develop the 
plan.

2. The plan is consistent with the vision, goals and strategies 
of Comprehensive Plan 2040.

3. The plan demonstrates a long-term view.
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1. Inclusive Community Process
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COVID-19 
Shutdowns

Process Timeline
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Community Engagement
• Workshops and Online Events

• 3 in-person community-wide 
workshops

• 1 online open house

• 1 webinar

• Online Surveys and Review Drafts
• 3 online surveys

• 2 public review drafts

• Community Meetings
• 46 RNO or community group 

meetings

• Office Hours
• 30 virtual sessions

• 5 in-person sessions

• Steering Committee
• 36 steering committee 

meetings

• 8 working group meetings
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Community Groups
• Athmar Park Neighborhood Association
• Barnum Recreational Center members
• Barnum Registered Neighborhood Organization
• Barnum West Community Co-Op at 1st

• Columbine Homes Community Advisory Group
• Congregation Zera Abraham
• Denver Environmental Justice Committee
• Denver Food Project & Casa de Rosal
• Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council (SFPC)
• Denver Urban Gardens
• Far East Center Business District
• Denver Food Rescue
• Food in Communities Regional Initiative
• Historic Denver
• Sloan’s Lake Citizen Group
• Sun Valley Kitchen 
• Sun Valley Community Advisory Group
• Sun Valley Registered Neighborhood Organization
• Valverde Movement Project

• Valverde Parent Teacher Leadership Team
• Valverde Registered Neighborhood Organization
• Valverde Youth Empowerment Center
• Veterans of Foreign Wars on Colfax
• Villa Park Neighborhood Association
• West Colfax Association of Neighbors (WeCAN)
• West Colfax Business Improvement District (BID)
• West Denver Community Leadership Committee
• Westridge Homes Community Advisory Group
• Youth, in partnership with Denver Public Schools
• Zera Abraham Congregation
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Draft Plan Review

Draft 1 (May 2022 to October 2022)
• 368 Comments

• 4178 Page Views

Draft 2 (October 2022 to January 2023)
• 559 Comments

• 4034 Page Views

TOTAL COMMENTS SUBMITTED: 927
TOTAL PAGE VIEWS OF WEST DRAFTS: 8,212
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Communication Tools and Reach

Email Newsletters

• Subscribers: 1,337

• Emails sent: 24

• Reach: 7,809

Social Media

• Twitter:

• Followers: 5,641

• Posts: 24

• Reach: 36,192

• Nextdoor: 

• Users in plan 
area: 7,809

• Posts: 19

• Reach: 22,196

Earned Media

• Denver North Star

• Stories: 2

• Denverite
• Stories: 2
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Inclusive Engagement

• Spanish language interpretation, food and childcare were 
provided at all workshops

• Bilingual flyers were distributed throughout the West area to 
promote each workshop

• Door-to-door flyering to promote Draft #1 - 9,500 flyers 
distributed

• Electronic communication, web materials and online activities 
are compatible with smart phones, ADA accessible and available 
for auto-translation 

• Print copies of materials and additional language services were 
made available upon request

20



1. Inclusive Community Process

Finding: The West Area Plan was developed 
through an inclusive community process
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2. Plan Consistency
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Consistency with Comprehensive Plan 2040
• Equitable, Affordable, & Inclusive

• 9 Goals, 19 Strategies

• Strong & Authentic Neighborhoods

• 8 Goals, 21 Strategies

• Connected, Safe, & Accessible

• 8 Goals, 17 Strategies

• Economically Diverse & Vibrant

• 4 Goals, 8 Strategies

• Environmentally Resilient

• 5 Goals,11 Strategies

• Healthy & Active

• 5 Goals, 11 Strategies 23



Consistency with Blueprint Denver

• Land Use & Built Form 
(General)

• 5 Policies, 10 Strategies

• Housing

• 4 Policies, 6 Strategies

• Economic

• 5 Policies, 7 Strategies

• Design Quality & Preservation

• 5 Policies, 17 Strategies

• Mobility

• 5 Policies, 15 Strategies

• Quality of Life Infrastructure

• 7 Policies, 19 Strategies
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Consistency with Blueprint Denver
Neighborhood Contexts Future Places Growth Strategy

Future Street Types Modal Priority Equitable Planning
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2. Plan Consistency

Finding: The West Area Plan is consistent with 
Comprehensive Plan 2040 and Blueprint 
Denver
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3. Long-Term View

27



Long-Term View

The West Area Plan:

1. Has a 2040 planning horizon

2. Establishes a vision for the community that addresses 
Quality of Life, Mobility, Economy and Housing, and Land 
Use and Built Form

3. Has an aspirational vision and implementation strategy 
that will take many years to achieve
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3. Long-Term View

Finding: The West Area Plan has an 
appropriate long-term perspective
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Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Denver City 
Council adopt the West Area Plan as a 
supplement to Comprehensive Plan 2040
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Resource Slides
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