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From: Ron Sowa
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 12/17/23 Bill # 23-1968
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 10:51:49 PM

Dear Denver City Council, 

I understand Denver is in the midst of a homeless crisis. However, the proposed
conversion of the Embassy Suites on East Hampden Ave to a homeless shelter hotel is a
unwise idea.  

Please vote no or delay the vote.  I agree with Councilwoman Stacie Gilmore:  the
Mayor is moving too quickly and there’s a lack of transparency. 

This plan was announced the day before Thanksgiving. The Mayor has held 1
community meeting, Saturday, December 16,  just 2 days before the vote.  Why the
rush?   

Secondly, many are concerned about the Mayor’s previous position with Gary
Community Ventures and their connections with this pending transaction.  This gives the
appearance of a conflict of interest. 

If you are truly representing your constituents and the citizens of Denver, this plan is the
wrong approach. Current shelters pose dangerous risks and there is a lack of a
comprehensive plan to safeguard both shelter occupants and the surrounding
neighborhood.  Please vote no or postpone this bill.   

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Ron Sowa
District 4 Resident
3150 S Tamarac Dr 
Apt B301
Denver Co 80231
ksmw1977@gmail.com

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-2x5pNWBct6V85_xYLWGXGQjc1XB_5WLx6gm5MAKhZH-TFQIPfnm6rAYpzc8uRiKXs1xHaXj4KHEQD1dQfKvziO34gZzGQI1mlis_8K845xgaJxtIQCOiOE$
mailto:ksmw1977@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:ksmw1977@gmail.com


P.S. Research how Las Vegas is handling their homelessness.
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From: Todd Wenskoski
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 23-1968 - Support for Purchase Agreement of 7525 E. Hampden Avenue
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:34:18 PM

December 18, 2023

Dear Members of City Council:

I am writing in regards to the public hearing and resolution for the proposed

Assignment and Amendment to the Purchase Agreement of the Embassy Suites

property at 7525 E Hampden Ave. in Council District 4. I am a supporter of the City

purchasing the property and encourage you to vote yes on this bill that will provide

much needed and urgent support for unhoused families and children. 

As a father of three children, addressing the needs of families and especially children

should be acted on with extreme urgency to provide a stable and supportive path and

avoid early stages of chronic homelessness that often occurs when youth are unable

to find stable housing. By providing wraparound services, the site will also offer the

critical support system necessary to assist families and children beyond this first step

and into a permanent pathway to the housing stability they long for. 

I also wholeheartedly support the Mayor’s efforts to address Denver’s current housing

through the House1000 initiative as I believe it is an important first step to providing a

long-term solution to our current housing crisis. The Mayor’s efforts to directly move

and transition unhoused individuals and families to more stable options such as the

Embassy Suites property by providing direct transportation to a facility with rooms or

individual shelters and wraparound services is desperately needed. In many ways,

this is no different than how so many of us would respond if we knew of a family

member or close friend who was struggling and in desperate need of help. We would

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-wTybA0g8_6tiUWTVHd6PZmaLLIBhmVI8JKQnhEqGfyTZkhbXN_qVjWrTirOKNROr6nOj-pcIY-74X8j92eokxqxjuCcQRdG3Hwzq_1yFpaE9fT3qaTs3xk$
mailto:twenskoski@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


reach out, try to connect with them, understand their situation, empathize, offer them

a ride, a place to stay, support, assistance, and whatever else is needed to get them

off the street and into a stable setting with support. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to the current housing crisis in Denver and

continuing to work together to provide stable housing options to individuals and

families currently experiencing homelessness. 

Respectfully,

Todd Wenskoski

1301 Adams Street

Denver, CO 80206
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From: Julie DonCarlos
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 23-1968 council bill I support this
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 2:19:55 PM

I haven't attended the hearings so I wanted to email my support for housing people. Many
NIMBYS out there but I believe we all benefit from having people removed from the streets.  

Julie DonCarlos 
University Park neighborhood 

Trust but verify. Words to live by.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-yUyRVwhqy88m2Sbn1WszAaPxFP6amv95E2AS3g4mcCClNGeCnF29Hh_ztiYatRnUj-hUNHzdG95QXxtrIwxkKZnmnDlFM-816EJeDjIyTBgNxGUhF2QQaM$
mailto:julieisloved@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Randall Vetter
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 23-1968
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:08:13 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

Thank you for taking swift and urgent action to file and approve both a Purchase and Sale
Agreement and Master Lease for the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave.

This site is critical because it supports families and children living in Denver who do not
have access to the safety and stability that we all need to thrive. This site will enable our
city to immediately cut our family shelter waitlist in half and serve a growing number of
families and children who struggle to afford the cost of living in Denver.

Additionally, I applaud you for working to create the first ever temporary housing/ shelter
site in Southeast Denver. This site makes a major commitment to our shared focus around
the equitable distribution of the homeless response system across our entire city. I very
much support and applaud you for taking this bold action, and encourage you to continue
taking such bold action in other Council Districts and regions throughout our city that have
not yet stepped forward to support our most vulnerable community members in this way.

Thank you for your leadership!

Sincerely,
Randall Vetter
2445 California Street
Denver CO 80205

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-y9R7WXzE8esAv3zDp6b91jDkEfTzqjeGQYfrM6KK96kf6zVdid4C4idMaFC9HGk5nX0JbKy8qxDMDWkPoko2ggDsA9YABkvROXGJPqT4vjGQllBpxlLfBT$
mailto:rnbmcve@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Wendy Leonard
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 23-1968: “NO” …DO NO HARM
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 3:06:59 AM

To: Denver city council 
DO NO HARM should be the number one priority in moving forward with taxpayer 
money.  Concentrating so many homeless at 7525 E Hampden Ave. will cause 
irreparable harm to our neighborhoods, local businesses, parks and schools in District 
4.
LET’S GET REAL…

—There will be Increased traffic, crime and loitering.
- Drug dealers and additional homeless will be attracted to our area.
-Our local police will be spread even thinner.
-911 calls will increase. It’s shocking to see the 911 calls from the “low barrier” 
Comfort Inn!
-Property values WILL be negatively affected, despite the Mayor’s claims.
-The Mayor has lost our trust. Incorrect homeless counting, as reported on 9 news, is 
the most recent example of how this administration is misleading citizens. Recycling 
homeless folks through Mayor Johnston’s system is ineffective. His plan is overly 
optimistic and not financially feasible. The honeymoon is over.
-Throwing taxpayer money at a difficult problem is NOT a solution.
-There will be many unintended consequences and huge negative repercussions. 
-This plan is wrong for district 4 and we feel disrespected and devalued. 
-The Mayor only touched on weak, short term studies to support his agenda. 
Contradictory reports are easy to find. Communities thrive or decay over long periods. 
Houston is very different than Denver and NOT based on temporary housing. Every 
city is unique and cost constrained. Please don’t experiment in district 4. This will be 
Urban blight on steroids. 

I attended the mayor’s meeting on 12/16/23 at Hamilton Middle School along with 
hundreds of others who oppose swamping our neighborhood with the homeless. 
Using “children” as a new shield is pathetic. I’ve educated myself on the homeless 
issue and am not alone in disagreeing with the “low barrier” philosophy of the Mayor’s 
plan. Mayor Johnston’s own Q&A states that over half Denver’s homeless fall into the 
category of mentally unstable/on drugs.  Inflicting so many problems on district 4 with 
only 5 weeks notice during the holiday rush is disrespectful. The 12/16/23 meeting 
simply checked off a necessary box, as this misguided experiment with our money 
and neighborhoods speeds forward. Voters are are uncovering disturbing facts about 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PIYaLzqDi8wyS2cGp_59MzMNKCtlSccXbeRKCHG7k34rC103S2IbGp7MdBxjszQmJkzs7b_CG0EvQmvUpL23sTvhbPEiFjBw$
mailto:wendyleonard00@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


Mayor Johnston. Voters always remember how they are treated.
Sincerely,
Wendy Leonard
Citizen of District 4
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From: Amy Greenhill
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 7525 E Hampden Ave - A Thank You
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 3:58:37 PM

Hello Kind People,

I wanted to send a sincere thank you to everyone voting YES to fund this family shelter on
Hampden. (Tamarac Shelter)

It is a true blessing and miracle for those unhoused and in need.

Please do not give up on the unhoused and addicted, I myself used to be homeless and
addicted on East Colfax with young children nearly 20 years ago. Today I am a sober
successful homeowner in SE Denver metro. My kids are all grown and successful. These
families deserve a chance to heal and grow this program is truly amazing 

These kids and families deserve a home to be warm and go to school. Thank you Mayor for your hard
work!

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-wVyZZc5QwaMkQWawESfulaRPsq48Pa8fBXir-Ri2k2yQt1v4zix0tkh00stkLw-zaaBaGVNbG7wAtbs0oYusoucNB3Ts9N-GVy5pK2LrCbwPCZiN-92B8B$
mailto:lexxyamy@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Risa Wolffis
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] B 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Hampden Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 3:19:57 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions
affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban
Land Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of
interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional
$10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant
increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our
shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier
shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public
trust. Upholding your duty demands openness and community
involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable
leadership. Addressing these concerns promptly is essential to
fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Risa Herrema

Southeast Denver Homeowner and Resident

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PI7kKxhPhcgulWXmQfyhGwc3zbdwUvQ6FdTeHAJ9cXZjFjj4tF8wN7c60KvyDBUD9EGI9cOVgibXcDqfuaMVACKYoqXi87mCkxIolI7aCiLiKOGJ-8nOqEA1g-gDh9IplJbclwkwFM$
mailto:r.wolffis@hotmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
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From: Randall Vetter
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bill 23-1869
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:55:10 PM

Honorable Council Members:

I urge you to vote no on Bill 23-1869.

Bill 23-1869 seems to be a back door try to eliminate camping ban.   It will move the
temperature trigger from the current 20 degrees to 32 degrees in order to prevent
encampment sweeps. Denver’s average overnight temperature during winter is 32 degrees.
The city currently does not do health & safety clean ups during cold weather unless health
and safety is impacted. The administration’s current process with flexibility allows for
departments to coordinate and make the right decision quickly. 82% of Denverites voted
against ending camping ban.  Council Members should respect the will of the people.

Please vote no.

Sincerely
Randall Vetter
2445 California Street
Denver, CO 80205

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGDwLTyHYyjES20IRQB8eIyQ1aTs9lUDwbc2FgK2b5z-2URDrDCl_c8zRhhGumcQZD1NUBSjj2rJsnwOoGqlRNfdIAn0Ww0A$
mailto:rnbmcve@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Kim Vande Griend
Cc: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 - Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 9:03:21 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston:

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Dute, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement: The $30.9
million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21
million, there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional
$10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants
transparency in understanding the transaction details. 

Shelter Safety: Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our
shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not
be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is
needed. 

Lack of Transparency:  Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode
public trust. Upholding your duty demands openness and community
involvement. 
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing
these concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the
community. 

Sincerely, 

Kim Vande Griend

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PKzoKRhPl8IulW_kTf5H08SKQnYOHr_gcyZv1z1uoIvwL0XzOiWEeSgiwcsVZDB58Lx1K-VpI37c4Ia_NbS92-ZD7gzdRXpYIRVsMmd7ShOlN4n45RquHItFc9XLDj-bVwY-dv5urC$
mailto:kvandegr@hotmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
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From: Joe Vande Griend
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez

Cc: Kim Vande Griend
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 - Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:43:51 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston:

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Dute, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement: The $30.9 million Embassy
Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of
interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions about the sudden
demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This
significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction details. 

Shelter Safety: Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This
includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near
businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed. 

Lack of Transparency:  Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust.
Upholding your duty demands openness and community involvement. 
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community. 

Sincerely, 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PKrsLRhPh8YulWf-QeSuh8sbQGsAOxbjdQ-L82rHUjcU_N8xwKsEnrsHMsMqDGnsXfbYUyxUDkl7TY12qB2_vPzb7uEbZnErvbLD23geZS0g4r3tuFlNSocJlKV4L2NMAH5goXwN9q$
mailto:jvandegr11@hotmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:kvandegr@hotmail.com
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From: Rebecca Leder
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Concerns about Safety & Wellbeing Measures: District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless

Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:18:25 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

My family and I live in the Southmoor Park neighborhood, where the Embassy Suites
Homeless Shelter is planned. I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting
our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details PRIOR to the completion of this transaction. 

It feels as if this decision did not provide any reassurances for safety in the surrounding
neighborhood, nor have recent city council meetings addressed how schools will
accommodate the children in the families moved to this facility as they have unique needs
that must be met for them to get the best education possible. 

Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. If this 'low barrier 'shelter will be placed in an area near our businesses
homes and schools, please address the security measures and preventative measures you
will take to ensure the safety of shelter residents and our community BEFORE moving
forward with this large and hasty transaction. 

Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement. Questions were not answered at the city
council meeting, and our community not only deserves, but requires to know how you
will keep shelter residents and our safe, healthy, and work to help residents get on their
way to brighter futures, versus turning a blind eye to substance abuse outside the
property and in our neighborhood and assuming that relocating these individuals to this
property will "solve" the problem of homelessness in Denver without the substantial and
required services to support shelter residents and to reduce disruption and safety risks in
our neighborhood. IF THE SUDDEN REQUEST FOR MORE FUNDS WILL GO TO
SOCIAL SERVICES AND SECURITY THAT SUPPORT THE WELLBEING OF
SHELTER RESIDENTS, YOU HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO DISCLOSE THIS TO
PUT OUR COMMUNITY'S MINDS AT EASE AND REASSURE US THAT
WELLBEING OF ALL DENVER RESIDENTS IS TOP OF MIND FOR YOU.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-2wqxR05AtdUK_Tziz-9nqqsECnZIMfVMZ4UwDbJOfyRwDFWXwjmSwxWsn0QQ3tAcn1tE99LB2sP57kQf4KsfupDzkodJMAD2EKKiJ5kjsaRI5ytRxQaHs3$
mailto:therebeccaleder@gmail.com


Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly AND PRIOR TO COMPLETING THIS URGENT TRANSACTION AND
RELOCATION OF INDIVIDUALS is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary AND MORAL
duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Rebecca

512.619.2411

-- 
Rebecca Leder
Career Educator & Trainer, Bestselling Author
Linkedin
buildmeaningfulcareers.com
ORDER YOUR COPY OF KNOCK

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.linkedin.com/in/rebeccaotisleder__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!XBqqJrssaj1smGt1DJatgYbB3q0s8EGlXx6YVj9CnqXTVSKiU8OVdS5t-PHm983gqijIKma2LuTjw4Jw14FW2vZ2wg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.buildmeaningfulcareers.com/__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!XBqqJrssaj1smGt1DJatgYbB3q0s8EGlXx6YVj9CnqXTVSKiU8OVdS5t-PHm983gqijIKma2LuTjw4Jw14GtF6sLzw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.buildmeaningfulcareers.com/knock-book__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!XBqqJrssaj1smGt1DJatgYbB3q0s8EGlXx6YVj9CnqXTVSKiU8OVdS5t-PHm983gqijIKma2LuTjw4Jw14Fg0PAzRA$
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From: Mike Retzke
To: Mike Retzke
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:36:29 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I am a homeowner in District 4. I urgently express concerns regarding recent
decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land
Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially
purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions about the sudden
demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000.
This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This
includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed
in an area near businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding
your duty demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing
these concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the
community.

Sincerely,

Mike Retzke

303.929.7483

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-29Z9nUxaicMocVLa_mLY8SCyXSnDMtW2pKnGYGmLGAoYhTX5LY_7WoipiGMKocXtPUL0__Agdc1ue6n6_EkqHYbLu-tKF6_iZyjrVNDme11O6Cs12nTZJh$
mailto:mike.retzke@gmail.com
mailto:mike.retzke@gmail.com
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From: Kara Hamersky
To: District 4 City Council
Cc: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver 

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City 
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC 
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena 
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 1:40:25 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) 
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are 
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to 
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction 
details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic 
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes 
and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty 
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns 
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Kara Hamersky

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGIUP9xnZcA8S28KqQZw01lOEousWv1SI30v88DnIf_v4JZN9_KxMdWwRPGhNr_cuePDa7MqyITSdLDY0pakM0SvWbnL4m9w$
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From: Mary Cornell
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 3:20:33 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston, 

I strongly OPPOSE the proposed District 4 Homeless Shelter. Please reconsider this for the
following reasons - 

Safety - there are so many parks and young families in this area. We already have a
homeless problem and don't feel safe. I have visited other shelters like the proposed one and
they are not properly managed or run and this creates harm to the surrounding areas. 

Transparency - this is being shoved down our throats. Let's take the time to do this right and
have community input. 

Please stop this now!! 

-- 
Mary Cornell Reinhardt

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-y8hzIXp82alKyTj8LUo217zh5dm6e79UdCxu3s3iO-jvA__NqpzBOHFX8SFWMjIku3CRpwewmW1g8GAApzD4Cnj3s8rGanIlZzwsZBqWyzb5ZL5R0aSBNq$
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From: Stephanie Davy
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:01:52 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
 
I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:
 
Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions
about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000.
This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction details.
 
Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in
911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools.
Immediate attention is needed.
 
Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands
openness and community involvement.
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.
 
Sincerely,
Stephanie Davy
District 4 Resident

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-x8g1i0xmf7fmWQq9m1Ry4kybAUgMpIiMVnZgSEl7Dd5VfZ8Za24EdOmU2f8LwZ8K02iP4AhK5gpH0hPjifecjr1FQtF5lDHiqLoy7iC7dsICqVhzhGFsFy$
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From: Duane and Judy Houchens
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:02:57 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
 
I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:
 
Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions
about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000.
This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction details.
 
Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in
911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools.
Immediate attention is needed.
 
Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands
openness and community involvement.
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.
 
Sincerely,
Duane Houchens
District 4 Resident

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PHoQJ8iJg9rae1XsWe5KgK-LtxNJ8tfjfaszGS_uulMN7SG-cYKco3EYOHh6AE8kDbFcNf6tAppikFF1X41U6_ZFRGVqqpPA$
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This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Katie Schaefer
To: District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City Council

District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC XA1404
Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-
Gutierrez; dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District
2 Denver City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Proposed Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 9:58:32 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I am a resident in District 4 urgently expressing concerns regarding recent decisions
affecting our community.

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses,
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed. In the Q&A for the proposed Hampden
location, you state "police data shows that these sites do not lead to an increase in crime in
their neighborhoods". The records for District 8 are public and we know this statement is
not true. The data shows an increase in crime.  

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

You are asking much to be sacrificed at an enormous cost for our community and
businesses with a unilateral proposal negating any concessions to a bilateral agreement
and/or policies. Businesses will be forced to leave or choose to leave, resulting in
unemployment for many. Denver has spent over $2 billion on homelessness over the past 3
years, and that seems futile if part of the solution upends new and additional communities
throughout Denver. 

Sincerely,

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-0yaBE8J2r2noSyRJOS73qRLfviTljsWZh1402ycTO8KTK1eomJ0ij7e2eOlPoRYXAxKUQtlPlqyyGkk8IWbpykbSUr1nzyWcTmZD_9rCjrvctp89kCr3p5$
mailto:katieschaeferco@gmail.com
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org


Katie Schaefer 



This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
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From: Guy L.
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 2:14:30 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
 
I am emailing you regarding the Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site planned for Hampden Ave.
 
As a resident and parent of two young children, I am extremely concerned about a low-barrier shelter being placed
in our community.
 

As it is, there is already an unacceptable level of crime and vagrancy in this area – I’m often removing my

children from parks and avoiding certain areas due to open drug use, trash, and people asking for money.

 
Members of my family refuse to shop at the King Soopers because of the threatening environment created

by the people sitting in/around the area.

 
As a commercial real estate professional, also have questions regarding the purchase of this specific asset

and how the value was determined - $125/PSF seems exceedingly high in comparison to other like/kind

properties in the area.

 
I have several clients expressing their desire to relocate their businesses away from Hampden Ave and

Tamarac Plaza due to these issues.

 
I am very disappointed as regards the lack of engagement from the Council, the speed at which this decision has
seemingly been made, and the finality of the announcement. Do we, the homeowners, business owners, and
taxpayers not have a say in this decision?

Thank you,
-- 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-2V5Zezo6S9Xi_SxHnSxo0GQKMv9gJBhCeuFzQT85L1VzmcE8dODL_zEey-l9LOOeakCffgxlkeaoCOBPQNH_Ks7-RbnqKN-32MnOQsntnVH8U61lLwGRFa$
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This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Max Popov
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez; Sandoval, Amanda P. - CC Member District 1 Denver City Council; Sawyer, Amanda - CC
Member District 5 Denver City Council; Candi.CdeBaca@denvergov.org; christopher.herndon@denvergov.org;
Hinds, Chris - CC Member District 10 Denver City Council; Watson, Darrell - CC XA1404 Member Denver City
Council; deborah.ortega@denvergov.org; Romero Campbell, Diana - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council;
Alvidrez, Flor C. - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Torres, Jamie C. - CC XA1405 President Denver City
Council; Clark, Jolon M. - DPR HA1418 Manager Department of Parks And Recreation;
kendra.black@denvergov.org; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council;
marybeth.susman@denvergov.org; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council;
rafael.espinoza@denvergov.org; robin.kniech@denvergov.org; Parady, Sarah - CC XA1404 Member Denver City
Council; Gonzales-Gutierrez, Serena - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Lewis, Shontel M. - CC XA1404
Member Denver City Council; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council;
wayne.new@denvergov.org; Mayor"s Communications Office

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 10:05:41 PM
Importance: High

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston - 

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community, and
categorically oppose the sale of the Embassy Suites site due to the following:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should NOT be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

As a Denver resident and taxpayer, I demand that the Denver City Council vote AGAINST
the sale of the site.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PKrsLRhPh8QulXvoW-CmjYYQ5rYFHGQrHosQWTJ3PW8y0t22QisawfBmDnx-0voY2we6CvM-BAdsO7XZARafnX-mEArgAxcVKPmt8KKeEUe6kv4awkb8SZprLwC7QEDRg9UKbw5SxW$
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Sincerely,
Max Popov
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From: Max Popov
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 10:07:32 PM
Importance: High

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston - 

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community, and
categorically oppose the sale of the Embassy Suites site due to the following:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should NOT be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

As a Denver resident and taxpayer, I demand that the Denver City Council vote AGAINST
the sale of the site.

Sincerely,
Max Popov

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PKrsLRhPh8QulXvoW-BGm63WFZp0WnHi_YlCcrleZDarmioaO2T-4P3dFWwjGol0TYAyq3QxGnMwxG-ZTqQvo9A-IarIEbE80T1RT7u_VfZAoRwoG75C313qe0XN0jGexXoZhATowG$
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From: Dan Bolin
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 3:02:11 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions
affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase
Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving
Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about
conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21
million, there are questions about the sudden demand
by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total
to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants
transparency in understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at
our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911 calls.
Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area
near businesses, homes, and schools. Immediate
attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode
public trust. Upholding your duty demands openness
and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable
leadership. Addressing these concerns promptly is

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGAcJdKJi8rEf1XsSeJarCSiP5ua_5zFv90LTH0uMQcGAwVqksdvn6EFNNsH09trRP9bYOZ14nQfdwOP4kh59OeNez_5_6mw$
mailto:teamdti@yahoo.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org


essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the
community.

Sincerely,

Daniel Bolin

7652 E Nassau Ave.

Denver, CO 

80237
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From: Rob Camp
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:12:37 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
 
I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:
 
Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction
details.
 
Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes
and schools. Immediate attention is needed.
 
Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Thanks,

Rob Camp

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-7dBzaUoKv3tki3iDR-RLhHaoUxLpI_boJzWB16hVHbDPsDU8kipIcqqROFD1vRKYtmyaxhCvwGcpGlQ64cX7TZkD4Duma7S1w32RUHDrybDCzJSate7FSv$
mailto:rob.a.camp@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
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From: Leah Massey
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 4:26:25 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:
Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction
details.
Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes
and schools. Immediate attention is needed.
Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Leah Massey

District 4

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-23ovL1hwd48wQWSFOkeR2j1V3u9q4gDJyVt7jTO7ExDnHOA38nAQQvHT92rch_YBjB-8rT3KEqIcu_qJqWD0wJHMhIsJiAcx-PKGiVJ9R71uxNPgchE6ql$
mailto:leah.massey@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
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mailto:district7@denvergov.org
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mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
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mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
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From: kathymalik@comcast.net
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:59:28 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:
Exorbitant Cost, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land
Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased
by ULC for $21 million, there are questions about the sudden demand for the city to
purchase for $10 million more, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant
increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction details and the
reasoning without pressure for immediate approval.
Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a
drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near
businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.
Size and Permanency:  This is not a time-limited micro-community.  It's a fast push for
a huge, long-term placement that will impact the community significantly.
Sincerely,
Kathy Malik

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i-PG4cIdCPlcrSfWfSW-BKHhBvVOVW31OYCC2umUiEX64KVK_09Ngf60EKQWnPcxxkho83UAFd7FD8fjSxRbn-WNSqZ2vhv5WW4JFcfT$
mailto:kathymalik@comcast.net
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Jeff Schaefer
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 9:48:17 PM

Dear Council Member,

 

I am writing to express extreme concern and opposition regarding the proposed Embassy
Suites homeless shelter. As our elected official, you represent our Denver community and
were elected to be our voice and protect our community. The proposed Embassy Suites
homeless shelter is a major community safety issue, endangers the local economy and breaks
infrastructure. This proposed site has disregarded our government standard process of
transparency and due diligence. I urge you to please stop this site until full research and
planning has been completed.

 

While Denver has been battling a homelessness issue for the past 10 years and is now a
migrant destination, we need a well thought long term solution. Mayor Johnston stepping into
office and day one declaring a state of emergency so he can railroad a band aid solution out
simply to fulfill his campaign promise to house 1,000 homeless people by 2024 is careless. He
has not collaborated with our community nor worked with the Council.

 

While there are a hundred reasons to oppose this site, here are a few:

 

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at Denver shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes
and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

 

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-7VK9I0xyk8NacWBc-NKqJ83VNL7KqYExfXJJLk8Z9m7Ch8ZrT0sGa_Y5QH0hhfcIXPPTBoXhGhU6CFR_bkG8iQ4d6kDnLvp3zvXqu3W9M-B7j3QzNQSntN$
mailto:schaefer.innov8@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

 

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction
details.

 

 

Sincerely,

Jeff Schaefer
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From: Sarah Nelson
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 6:53:07 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

As a community member, mother and nurse practitioner I urgently express concerns regarding
recent decisions affecting our community which I have highlighted below. Additionally my
family has personally been affected by drug use, mental health issues and homelessness. In
one such incident my brother showed up at my home terrorizing my family, I had to call 911
twice- the response time was 2.5 hours and only after escalation that involved physical
altercation and damage to my property. I am extremely concerned that similar clientele will
overwhelm our police resulting in serious consequences for our community. 

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction
details.

Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low-barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes
and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Thank you for your concern in this matter, 

Sarah Thompson

Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PG72IzyLi9o8S4UCRwR7b1Wywkqs-D6o2UvWyLeGnzEclitBapB9LVY08G0RBgs2unvAbsYx597n22xCCG9_gJMxgnH3V_eA$
mailto:snelson825@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Amanda Archerd
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 7:40:42 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction
details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low-barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes
and schools. Immediate attention is needed. This is a very large concern to me as a mother
to three young children. We live in the neighborhood, and go to school in the
neighborhood. 

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Thank you,

Amanda Archerd 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PID0ITyDjc7QS2_iR-5_AIdzVxfUvsJTWS1GCY2BhVFHZL2lLHAm9tL8ZGOHrRhTQpM-AbryC2PIEjSyHcn2BgMPLv-mlClw$
mailto:amandaarcherd@gmail.com
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From: Alina Popova
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 9:09:35 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million,
there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million,
bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in
understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a
drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near
businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,
Alina Popova

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-03wFVwDOa9sWQUhJRC3cvzgDBZp0HqtUakrLrAWXFID1CBTmOOa3hDInfItuLCCxYh22umvh9Wvn8cIYIpGhraFXBtDZ7DrGGFDgCg3DT85aUXgNhhgG_v$
mailto:ampopova220@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Natalya Khazova
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 8:17:45 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy 
(ULC) raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 
million, there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 
million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants 
transparency in understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a 
drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near 
businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your 
duty demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these 
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,
Natalya Khazova

Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGb4PTSJbSgyS4sIT-JxMtqGfbb3FhhdgA2gEXte8byHCdAKKHnTWokCBpNHvQJNKLWO_aZGW7K6u0tnMPqDLo60-nNSrCbA$
mailto:styleskating@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
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From: Ted Douglass
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez; Wifey; Mayorsoffice

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 8:32:30 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston, I urgently express concerns regarding
recent decisions affecting our community: Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase
Agreement: The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land
Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for
$21 million, there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10
million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in
understanding the transaction details. Shelter Safety: Recent incidents highlight safety and
staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier
shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools. Immediate
attention is needed. Lack of Transparency: Hasty public hearings and a lack of
transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands openness and community
involvement. Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing
these concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.
Sincerely,

Edward Douglass
303.324.1366

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-29iBLSZmhWPm_V6ZTgAghSMdOKQJy2n6TNucvtRhEYImB7hwZOTgK2NtJx-44NDYNvT-IvX9h_S1pbfm0lM-76tNa4ZzNf3WjHe7Nl83o4O4o5533wZ-eO$
mailto:douglass.ted@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:Kelli.L.Douglass@gmail.com
mailto:mayorsoffice@denvergov.org
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From: wkaufman@lakegranby.com
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 11:09:49 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
 
I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:
 
Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
 
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns
about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions about the
sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This
significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction details.
 
Shelter Safety:
 
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in
911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools.
Immediate attention is needed.
 
Lack of Transparency:
 
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands
openness and community involvement.
 
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kind regards,
 
Will Kaufman.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGoai9qLhWJ2d2vsQ8RBssf3OgLYPQpH9jbexU803DkFF3b5E0_hfyQ2M-QAm2f7X1PZdwSST5TF-KZZsxg9Iv2v2ScP3ZdA$
mailto:wkaufman@lakegranby.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org


This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Kathryn Jost
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 1:03:46 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

Thank you so much for taking the time for the community meeting yesterday,
As it answered some of my questions, a lot of them were not able to be
answered. First and foremost, I do believe that homelessness is an issue and
needs to be addressed. I voted for your Mayor Johnston for your initiative to
tackle this issue our city is facing. What concerns me the most is that there was
no community involvement in this decision on location. I think I would have
been more open to this, if you all approached this differently. You did it quickly
and secretly and from what I have heard you only did the meeting to check the
box for you to move forward with this. 

This area of town has been struggling commercially. Fresh Fish Company closed
and has been vacant for 5 years? The movie theatre has closed for 1 year.
Vacant. Crave closed 8 months ago. Vacant. I now have heard that 24 fitness is
closing. Businesses are leaving and nothing is going back in. We are like a ghost
town. I have seen over the years as these businesses go out, more homeless
people are moving into these desolate areas. and they are not families.  My
concern is the commercial. What are you going to do on bringing this area back
to life? What you are doing is bringing more of a strain on an area that is
already struggling. 

My second concern is the safety of the children. You said at the meeting that
they can do whatever they want inside their unit and they will not be turned
away if they have been using drugs. I will tell you right now as a mother of
three young girls, if someone knew I was using drugs unsafely they would be
concerned and most likely call children services. When will childrens services be
involved? 
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Lastly, paint me a picture of a family that will be staying here. I would have
appreciated at one point during the meeting yesterday telling a story of a
family that is on the waitlist. I would love to hear more about the families that
we will be sharing our schools with, our parks with, and shopping next to at our
grocery stores. Also, what is the qualification process to be able to live there?
How are they going to be held accountable to be getting on the right path to
hopefully have them be able to own their own home one day! I volunteered at
The Gathering Place, a space for homeless women. At this facility they help
women and their children, teaching them useful skills to help them get jobs, art
therapy, how to cook food, grow food. Are there going to be resources like
this? https://tgpdenver.org/

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our
community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy
(ULC) raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for
$21 million, there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an
additional $10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant
increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This
includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in
an area near businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding
your duty demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing
these concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the
community.

Sincerely,

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://tgpdenver.org/__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!XcQ_Sr-tcbjUrBhDjbW0ckkAJ990yn78K4aEZ_xHzzQ0cgScn9BnHWazzy-OebHTVlCuBz5aKbUOqF3x$
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From: Susan GRIEBEL
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 4:49:07 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:
Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions
about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000.
This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction details.
Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in
911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools.
Immediate attention is needed.
Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands
openness and community involvement.
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.
Sincerely,
Susan Griebel
3605 S Oneida Way
Denver CO 80237
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From: Jonathan Hansson
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 8:24:11 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of
interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional
$10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier
shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands openness and community
involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling
your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Hansson
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From: J M
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Cc: J M
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 7:17:43 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy
(ULC) raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21
million, there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10
million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants
transparency in understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a
drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near
businesses, homes, and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your
duty demands openness and community involvement.
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Regards, 

Jason Meyer
3990 S. Syracuse Way
Denver, CO 80237
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From: Brad Steffen
To: Natalie Steffen
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:02:30 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I hope this message finds you well. We, the concerned residents of the Southmoor Park East
neighborhood, are writing to bring some last minute attention to a matter of
significant importance affecting our community. 

After attending the Southmoor East HOA meeting on 12/13, the neighborhood has taken a
strong stance to oppose this shelter in District 4. Also, after attending the Hamilton Middle
School meeting on Saturday, we urgently express concerns regarding the following decisions
which will have a dramatic impact, and lasting effect on our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement. 

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low-barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Thank you,

-Brad Steffen 
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From: Christopher Lee
To: Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Gilmore, Stacie M. -

CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; City Council District 10; City Council District 9; City Council District 8;
City Council District 7; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City Council District 5;
District 3; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; District 1 Comments; dencc - City Council;
District 4 City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:11:08 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,
I am writing today to express concern regarding decisions that are being made about
the Embassy Suites project that will affect my community. 

There has been a lack of transparency with regard to community outreach and proper
notification. The meeting that was held on 12/16 was clearly an effort by the City
Council and the Mayor's office to "check a box" and that has been a done deal for
some time.  The 12/16 meeting was purely for optics and it is obvious that there has
not been not ample time for affected communities to provide input and feedback and
for the Mayor and City Council to consider said feedback and work closely with
District 4 residents to implement this in a way that is tenable for all.  This is a total
sham being perpetrated on the residents of Southeast Denver. 

With regard to the 30.9M Embassy Suites transaction, there is growing concern that
the City is not acting in the best interest of the community from a fiduciary
perspective and there is evidence suggesting that the Embassy Suites transaction was
a direct conflict of interest given the Mayor's connections to the company that
purchased the Embassy Suites (Urban Land Conservancy).  The hotel was purchased
for $21M, but the City is paying a 50% premium.  The obvious question is why - why is
the city doling out another 10M and who is profiting from this?  This needs to
continue to be exposed to the media and investigated more deeply. If it is determined
that this is in fact a conflict of interest, this would be grounds for a Mayoral and City
Council (Ms. Campbell) recall. 

Regarding Safety, there is hard data pointing to the adverse impact these types of
shelters are having on other communities including sharp increases in 911 calls.  Low
barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools.
Immediate attention is needed.  High barrier shelters that require homeless families to
adhere to rules and conditions in exchange for shelter will have much more success.
It's clear that the only reason this administration is pursuing "low barrier" classification
is to qualify for Federal money. So once again, if we follow the money... and we will.   

It seems obvious that there is a clear conflict of interest by the Mayor that will be
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exposed in due time along with the process violations around lack of visibility and
transparency that preceded this transaction. The Mayor clearly is leveraging the
Emergency Order (another topic, but equally as troublesome) to jam things through
the system to promote his current agenda and future ambitions with total disregard
to the residents of this city.  As a Denver native who is frustrated with the decline of
the city and far left policies, I will not stand idly by and watch this happen.  There is a
groundswell of people like me who you'll be hearing from often until some level of
order is restored in this city.   

I'm certainly not opposed to programs that help families get back on their feet and
help re-integrate them into society, but there is a right way and wrong way to go
about it.  The sneaky and underhanded tactics being used by you and this mayor will
be exposed.  I'll be watching the vote closely this evening.  To Diana Romero
Campbell and the rest of you plan on casting your vote in support of this initiative
knowing that this is a shady deal and without proper due process - shame on
you.  Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing
these concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Regards,

Christopher Lee
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From: Bryan Sigman
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:56:13 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:
The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:
Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:
Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Bryan Sigman

-- 
Bryan Sigman
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From: Fisher, Brian
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez; Southmoor Park East Homeowners Association, Inc. (SPEHA)

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:57:52 AM

City Councilors, 
 
The proposed homeless shelter at the Embassy Suites on Hampden is an emotional issue for
all. I will defer to others regarding the effect it will have on businesses and individuals in the
neighborhood. It also should go without saying that supporting this shelter will almost
certainly cost Councilwoman Romero-Campbell her seat on City Council. 
 
To me, the more pressing issue is the need for an explanation of the economics of the
purchase. It appears that the Urban Land Conservancy (“ULC”) placed the property under
contract on November 8 of this year at around $21MM. ULC is assigning the contract to the
City of Denver for nearly $31MM.  
 
The citizens of Denver deserve an explanation for the steep increase in purchase price,
especially since Gary Ventures is the parent company of ULC, and Mayor Johnston is the
former CEO of Gary Ventures. The relationship appears especially problematic given that
individuals associated with Gary Ventures and ULC have donated heavily to Mr. Johnston’s
various political campaigns.  
 
If Mayor Johnston is financially rewarding groups and individuals who have funded his past
campaign(s) by paying a vastly over-market purchase price for the Embassy Suites, that would
obviously be improper.  
 
I implore the City Council to act as the final check on Mayor Johnston’s actions, which at best
appear suspicious, and at worst are blatantly corrupt. 
 
Regards, 
 
Brian Fisher 
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From: Ryan Oswald
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:34:30 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I live on Southmoor Park on Oneida way in the SPEHA community.  I work from home and
look outside at the park every day.  I see what goes on with people doing drugs under
trees, couples having sex in the porta potties, trash and drug paraphernalia being left on
the ground.  This is supposed to be a safe community for our children to play in.  This will
change when drug addicted transients are walking through our park all throughout the day
and night.  Find a better place than this as Southmoor Park will see the most impact out of
any sites you have come up with given the cut through to the train stop.

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low-barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

-- 
Ryan Oswald
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From: Lindsey Camp
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:09:07 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Lindsey Camp

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PIweIzBhbdjUS4v8rQp54j9WZ-EGmeu0U5Vo1JknVoa-RW94aJAqYGSt7ZssatkUGxZP2YK6YICkH2aCbcRrRX8dsmAMOZMw$
mailto:lindsey.r.camp@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
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From: Brittany Oswald
To: District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; District

3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City Council District 7;
City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC XA1404 Member
Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez;
dencc - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:26:24 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I live on Southmoor Park on Oneida Way in the SPEHA community. As a mother, I want to
see my daughter run and play in the park and neighborhood without witnessing addicts
shooting up and passing out, couples having sex in the porta potties, and drug
paraphernalia and condoms being left on the ground.  Or worse... drug addicted transients
raping and robbing our children and teenageers. These issues that we already witness will
only intensify when drug addicted transients are walking through our park all throughout the
day and night. This is supposed to be a safe community for our children to play in. 
Southmoor Park will see the most impact out of any proposed sites given the cut through to
the train stop. I beg you to find a better location. 

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low-barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Kindly,

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-1VhNE0Z6odkqze5UT4mMvEBsVfiDOXIdesIm-Ro6zkEV_kMovEwxd3x_SSSI8jgCzSIILor9Mzac99X6UnyXKfH-KDFwYqRzB80zDaeuwCPEPA3Qf9Xb-j$
mailto:brittanypbenson@gmail.com
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


Brittany Benson
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From: Angela Miles
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 OPPOSITION to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 1:25:37 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Trust in the Mayor’s office and data has been degraded per recent news in the 

Denverite https://denverite.com/2023/12/13/denver-homeless-challenge-mike-johnston-
stats/?fbclid=IwAR3gR3Fmdfn1Fsf0dfIlbRugL8LFWANuIu1DUqzYjiUqbjUhXhkqaMldLeY

9News  https://youtu.be/pQ69Ezs4Dho?si=tH4zeIwh74GQw2Ei

Sincerely,

Angela Miles / District 4 Resident 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGoUzzCLiSzWS3sCreZ7yqws4Gssp0cIBZITblSKPAm1kBZF350JikmdPd7WTJ_bwkdmJX7A6QfqhiRQX_wU9WS86ETGPLbA$
mailto:angelamilescolorado@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://denverite.com/2023/12/13/denver-homeless-challenge-mike-johnston-stats/?fbclid=IwAR3gR3Fmdfn1Fsf0dfIlbRugL8LFWANuIu1DUqzYjiUqbjUhXhkqaMldLeY__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!XtCGLsvTTPOG2W2p9HQcF0YuOD54DySRT5zHQ8uNYrakK6bFUtw1TMuoVbbVWb3ifPIH1aFaMNITBKE73o9ZZG99yx8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://denverite.com/2023/12/13/denver-homeless-challenge-mike-johnston-stats/?fbclid=IwAR3gR3Fmdfn1Fsf0dfIlbRugL8LFWANuIu1DUqzYjiUqbjUhXhkqaMldLeY__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!XtCGLsvTTPOG2W2p9HQcF0YuOD54DySRT5zHQ8uNYrakK6bFUtw1TMuoVbbVWb3ifPIH1aFaMNITBKE73o9ZZG99yx8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://youtu.be/pQ69Ezs4Dho?si=tH4zeIwh74GQw2Ei__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!XtCGLsvTTPOG2W2p9HQcF0YuOD54DySRT5zHQ8uNYrakK6bFUtw1TMuoVbbVWb3ifPIH1aFaMNITBKE73o9Zmj02-Ik$




This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Rachel Retzke
To: Mayor"s Communications Office
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 1:38:27 PM



Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely 

Rachel Retzke 

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGAWP9SbZco4S2UIp_x66gNrLOfogSKs9D-U5cQM355hh0wfaLb_UtrYJRu5dphGjhcOUyovANHrAmeWtQyMco0utt3M_A9Q$
mailto:rachel.retzke@gmail.com
mailto:MOComms@denvergov.org
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From: Cynthia Wellbrock
To: denncc@denvergov.org; dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB23-1968 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:09:19 PM

 

Council Members:
 
I urge you to oppose CB23-1968.
 
I am a resident of S.E. Denver, near the intersection
of Hampden and Yosemite.   I have lived here for
19 years.   Over these years crime in this area has
increased exponentially.   I am very concerned
about placing hundreds of homeless people in the
Embassy Suites hotel is just going to exacerbate the
situation.    Especially because the residents being
initially placed here are coming from the Comfort
Inn shelter which has experienced a surge of
criminal activity, so much so that 911 has been
called almost every day to that location for the last
three years.    All you are doing is moving the
problems from that location to S.E. Denver.  
 
Also, I have not heard anything regarding the

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PILmJRhPg8oulWPuR-hHf8CT-xzPggXTjsTJVHXfdQ-cfhio5PbKmvwvHCtsa8IIV29TDj9AaxOlLAotpa_umsV9qO31JDnhiKhssapuETIHvoN_EUsQzeU3UUAlWTWHTX1Po2PxkW$
mailto:cew@cynthiawellbrock.com
mailto:denncc@denvergov.org
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


accountability the residents will have to adhere to,
i.e. that they are actively looking for work, or if not
working that they are actively getting job training or
education.   In fact, in speaking with the
representative from the Salvation Army after the
meeting he said that the residents can’t be forced to
work or take training.  How are they going to get on
their own two feet if they don’t work or get
educated.   The residents should also be required to
refrain from panhandling in the area and if they do,
they are evicted.   That aren’t allowed to dump trash
in the area, that there be curfews and strict
restrictions on guests (I can envision the residents
inviting others to live with them and there be zero
tracking of who comes and goes into the building).  
There should be random drug and alcohol testing
and if they fail they are evicted immediately.   We,
the hardworking taxpayers of the city are paying
handsomely for them to be given a place to live
supposedly in an effort to help them get on their
feet.   I’ve heard nothing about any expectations
that the residents act in any manner that shows they
are making those efforts.  We have a right to expect
them to be good stewards of the MASSIVE benefits
being conferred on them and not continue to expect
the government to keep writing checks to house and



feed them. 
 
Like many of my neighbors I am infuriated by the
fact that this deal has been kept secret from those of
us in this neighborhood until the final hour.   The
only input you got from the residents in this area
was a farce of a meeting on Saturday where we are
told these are FAMILIES being put there, as if that
is some kind of assurance that it will be all
rainbows and unicorns.   That is a blatant
misrepresentation of the facts.   It is also a slap in
the face to those of us who live simple, middle
class, hardworking lives and work hard to provide a
safe, clean, neighborhood for our families.   Moving
hundreds of these people onto a crowded corridor
will only cause the neighborhood values to decrease
and  will have a significant negative impact on the
quality of our lives here.   I bet you’d never be able
to shove something like this into Cherry Creek.  
But you do it to us. 
 
We are contributing, law abiding citizens of this
community.. …  We pay our taxes and in exchange
we expect to not be subjected to a plan that will not
enhance our community, but will add an incredible
burden. 



$30M for this hotel is not a good use of tax payer
money.
 
Do the right thing and OPPOSE CB23-1968.
 
 

 
Cynthia E. Wellbrock
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From: Nancy
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] CB23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:58:30 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Mike Johnston,

As a longtime, tax paying resident of Southeast Denver, it is concerning the lack of 
transparency regarding the proposed homeless shelter on the Embassy Suites 
property.As elected officials, it is your responsibility and obligation to inform the 
community in detail how the taxpayer funds will be used for this project. 

After all, you work for ALL residents of the City and County of Denver. 

The impact of this shelter will have a ripple effect on schools, businesses, the 
community and its residents.

The magnitude of this proposed project is fiscally irresponsible since the proposed 
funds will be spent on 0.2% of the city population and the other 99.8% of the 
population is being ignored. There are serious safety concerns for residents and their 
property with no plan to improve the safety for all in the community. Police response 
is already lacking and will only get worse with the shelter opening.

I urge you to delay moving forward on this project to consider the TOTAL impact the 
shelter could have on the Southeast Denver Community.

Sincerely,
Nancy Sterner

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGIWL9SNYdreS2H8r-J0IxydDbxF2VEw68unEb88txDO0CnVPrB0hWZ_SIavWCDKudiVx-RqTCbV8UTHfQ_YZtJ6QLqaQjPA$
mailto:mammasterner@yahoo.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
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From: Olivia Jaquette
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] dencc@denvergov.org
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:39:13 PM

Dear Councilmembers,
 
My name is Olivia Jaquette; I’m a college student living in the Southmoor neighborhood.  I’m
writing to encourage you to urgently file and approve both a Purchase and Sale Agreement
and Master Lease for the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave.  I believe that the
proposed shelter at this site would provide an incredible opportunity for families struggling to
find secure housing.  In addition, I attended Southmoor Elementary school, and believe that
learning alongside children living at the proposed shelter would benefit Southmoor students.  

The establishment of the shelter would be a major and overdue step in Denver’s process of
addressing homelessness.  Again, I very much support and applaud you for taking this bold
action, and encourage you to continue taking such bold action in other Council Districts and
regions throughout our city that have not yet stepped forward to support our most vulnerable
community members in this way.
 
Thank you for your leadership!
 
Sincerely,
Olivia Jaquette

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i2PGD6ydBthcrYS20KRwR1Dduyooh2hw8qBvnsFEQJtHff44w_-uVUcdZzhxtNa8ZkU7a_ILEzQdWeLmEhbBRdLQ3C5skE6zK38$
mailto:olivia.jaquette@icloud.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: David Briney
To: dencc - City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Romero Campbell, Diana - CC XA1404 Member

Denver City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] District 4 residents who supports Embassy Suites Family Shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:11:42 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

 

Thank you for taking swift and urgent action to uphold human dignity for our
unhoused neighbors.  We urge your support for the project to create a shelter at the
former Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave.

 

This site is critical because it supports families and children living in Denver who do
not have access to the safety and stability that we all need to thrive. This site will
enable our city to immediately cut our family shelter waitlist in half and serve a
growing number of families and children who struggle to afford the cost of living in
Denver.

 

Additionally, we applaud you for working to create the first ever temporary housing/
shelter site in Southeast Denver. This site makes a major commitment to our shared
focus around the equitable distribution of the homeless response system across our
entire city. We very much support and applaud you for taking this bold action, and
encourage you to continue taking such bold action in other Council Districts and
regions throughout our city that have not yet stepped forward to support our most
vulnerable community members in this way.

 

Thank you for your leadership!

 

Sincerely,

David Briney

Nancy Hilton-Briney

Denver C&C District Four residents

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-3UwHjcYosXkQrxRGLwx8osNY7TEdH5qCtm2n7fmW3Qotln6N2J7OBpxNzq2u1JOCQPnfbYTsjjxgxpMyUZ26BnL2-cXI4u1A3RaHLghUZkOKh1l57k9EmO$
mailto:david.briney@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:Diana.Romerocampbell@denvergov.org
mailto:Diana.Romerocampbell@denvergov.org
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From: ROB & CAROL HOFFMAN
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassey Suites
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:50:24 PM

I am against this shelter to take more time to look at this the Mayor has no concern
for the folks that live around here! Also
Concerned about this commercial deal most of these deals take 6-18 months
because of due diligence ie inspection I do not think the city had an inspection most
likely there maybe abestos,lead pipes,radon ,aluminum wiring,structual issues
someone needs to see the inspection report. These items are harmful to everyone
and children if there are going to really be children there.
Thanks
Rob Hoffman

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i4PGgQJdqbjcTeeWPSSexZY4RLp3ToEkvsh5CAVyvvYD4KNFnS3QSnj9QihIBp5OyMcsUNQdoAIc_mdwwcxf6Bb5hEyiSpxJ66TPccJuHw$
mailto:rob_hoffman@comcast.net
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Samuel / Mail
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: Ina A (Cell)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suite to Homeless Shelter Proposal
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 10:51:49 PM

Council Members:  While we are not sure how we feel about the proposal, we know 
exactly how we feel about the lack of transparency and the rush for its approval.  It's 
unconscionable.  This site was not on the list of proposed sites for the homeless, and 
the statement on the City’s website that it could not put it there because the Embassy 
Suites owners did not want it revealed is not acceptable.  Why should the owners of 
the property’s feelings be more important than informing the taxpayers who will pay 
for the building and the property owners living nearby, who certainly DID NOT have 
an reasonable amount of time to consider the proposal, voice their concerns, have 
those concerns addressed, and give their views.  It appears the purpose of the “rush” 
is to ramrod this proposal through without having to listen to any concerns or 
opposition. Therefore we support the resolution sent to you by the SEPHA board.  
While we are not certain how we feel about the proposal, we are certain that as 
Council members you ought to take the time to listen to constituents and address 
their concerns before making so impacting a decision.

Respectfully,

Samuel and Ina Feld
Southmoor Park residents

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PIIMx8qDbS42S2PgowhzBUTtMJu8KW_XMEYmyYgKACEZ_FmSfKSYcI7gWfIxEv3SvThHQhCzoVLkI43LlX_kxqJ0EEjvjEFw$
mailto:1samfeld1@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:inafeld1@comcast.net
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From: Stacey Shigaya
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites - Southeast Denver Family Shelter vote on 12.18.23
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:15:03 PM

Dear Councilmembers,
I am in support of the efforts to purchase the Embassy Suites on Hampden Ave in SE
Denver to be used to house and support families in need, and I ask you to vote "yes"
on the PSA to make this happen.  I was born and raised in Denver and am proud to
call it my home.  
Even as a collective community of Denverites, we all come from somewhere else. 
Some of us know our ethnic background and others do not.  At some point in time,
our ancestors came to Denver where they were able to make a life for themselves. 
For some this was decades in the past, for others it was in recent memory. 
Regardless of when or how we arrived, we now have the opportunity to help those
who also want to make Denver their home.  Let's treat them with compassion and
dignity so that they and their families can become productive and valued members of
our community.
Thank you for your time.

Stacey Shigaya

Denver resident

shigaya@comcast.net

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i-PGgUJ9qBl8zcf3vSW-pKUIsqRrVs3nmQ79J2KeStwdFCG9Aw5DT655uo1OatkEE69XwX1pVQerjaqrxZYM46hMu63upmdtuX-yWdlr$
mailto:shigaya@comcast.net
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: sherrykerbs104@gmail.com
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 6:40:46 AM

My name is Sherry, I’ve live in the  Hampden/Tamarac area most of my life. I’m very 
concerned about the hotel becoming a homeless shelter as are many neighbors 
because our area is overrun with homeless people already… the King Soopers on 
Hampden and Monaco will not let shoppers use their bathrooms because the 
homeless used drugs in them. I had to hurry home after shopping and had to pee in 
my bushes cuz I couldn’t make it into my house! Safeway has also locked their 
bathrooms. 
Businesses are leaving our neighborhood like 24 Hour fitness, movie theaters and 
restaurants. 
In all the talking I’ve heard I have not heard of housing homeless Veterans, the 
people who served our country! 
Many street corners have panhandling. We should be like the City of Arvada where 
it’s illegal to panhandle. The mounds of trash and garbage left on streets and 
neighborhoods is terrible.
Maybe drug intervention upon arrest for panhandling could help these folks. A family 
member of mine went to a halfway house and turned her life around. They’re required 
to work, pay rent and go to classes. I’ve seen this work.
Please don’t turn the Embassy Suite hotel into a homeless shelter, a low barrier one 
at that! 
Thank you, Sherry 
Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGwSP9KNb8zcS3vgQex2DLwbWp-MBNfQyLUlYFraJqBvgpQNN-K1zi2qqvIV5Vlxp5TLcQ36xE9fIb3aCFquqeq9MYjr5weQ$
mailto:sherrykerbs104@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Paul Simon
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites conversion
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 4:50:29 PM

I support the proposal to convert the Embassy Suites along Hampden to multi-use housing. We have
to find creative ways to address the homeless situation, and tent encampments on our street
corners isn’t a viable solution.
 
I live in the Southmoor Park subdivision and disagree with the position of the board of our HOA
(SPEHA).
 
Paul Simon
4123 S. Newport Way
Denver, CO 80237
720-291-8337
 
 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iOPGoUIXSLhWJ2d2vmTcTkMAwNWp_wmRaA77HjdE0nU9f8UWUJlyYih_pC8E3yI6lzd2JAATy6jjgEv3mUerLaLPx_Iejw$
mailto:paul4123@comcast.net
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: John Griebel
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Cc: John Griebel
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Conversion
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 5:05:26 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions
about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000.
This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in
911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools.
Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands
openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

John F. Griebel, Esq,

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-yXond148m8Xg2Qq71JpiahwIRWLhmoad3AfVZW2g6iflujp50v7chKdHQ7asfTwxODC2y7TqsK5lTUkY09vDxgfnRix-kmukzUrfyDVfNi74f2rjSCCX86$
mailto:john@jfglawfirm.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:Kevin.Flynn@denvergov.org
mailto:District3@denvergov.org
mailto:DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
mailto:Paul.Kashmann@denvergov.org
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mailto:district7@denvergov.org
mailto:District8@denvergov.org
mailto:District9@denvergov.org
mailto:District10@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:Stacie.Gilmore@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:john@jfglawfirm.com


This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Rachel McKern
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Family Shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:35:26 PM
Attachments: Outlook-A picture .png

Outlook-dcl4pnqc.png
Outlook-5lgqjji1.png
Outlook-pawfb4l3.png

Hello,

I am writing in support of the proposed family shelter at 7525 E. Hampden Ave. Services
like this are so important and the amount of negative attention this project is receiving is
disheartening. I work for JFS, a human services organization across the street from the
proposed site. I know firsthand how needed a resource like this is. I spend every day in
our food pantry, and we have seen a steady increase in clients since I started my
position six months ago. We see many people with children who do not have a steady
housing situation. No one deserves this. No child deserves this. 

In conclusion, I and my team support this project and recognize the necessity for this
kind of service in the area. Thank you for your time and please reach out if you have any
questions.

 

  

Rachel McKern
Food Security Programs
Administrative Coordinator  
3201 S. Tamarac Drive, Denver, CO 80231
jewishfamilyservice.org

 
 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PILaLRhPhcgulWfoQf5QCXGT2Zh0CijEKcVNdMDDzAfZv1meegvxULSgRqqF5pD97EwC-E_8xHx0oBtoqKRLBnpjGrjdz_xmiZAE1djRtG4HN1RHvMP4b70YDki1N4tv7Oo3_yM_v1$
mailto:rmckern@jewishfamilyservice.org
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.facebook.com/jfscolorado__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!Rylak9mV0z6wdGzE2hSGjHYl5gyzQPx8tKqGgtJazyEZvP0a2aKm8xwa-DWWJVRmrcL-0FyoprMS2OtNvEv-0MiTMeT4$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/jfs_colo__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!Rylak9mV0z6wdGzE2hSGjHYl5gyzQPx8tKqGgtJazyEZvP0a2aKm8xwa-DWWJVRmrcL-0FyoprMS2OtNvEv-0A4J6hF7$
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From: Becky Gutrich
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Hampden Ave Southmoor
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 2:56:45 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
My family and I are adamantly opposed to the proposal of the Embassy Suites across the street
from Southmoor Park becoming a shelter for "families experiencing homelessness". You will
drive down property/home values significantly, you will destroy surrounding businesses, you
will be putting your citizens in danger, you will endanger the schools nearby, you will create
chaos and conflict and you will be unsuccessful at "helping" these homeless families. Our
neighborhood is already hurting because of the lack of law enforcement around Eastmoor Park
and Southmoor Rail Station.  Find a different solution at a different location using different tax
dollars. 
Sincerely,
Becky Gutrich
Resident and Homeowner, Southmoor Park

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-02wLYwgyr90upyTdC7AgCutShE_Tn8--XiPpE6SpvocRif9G8gmGrg_yNYfIgS_E9g6zRpGqPBk5ewGk0sDEbTzQedhfQpoF4kgFqe4vJKDuGJxzw9UhAb$
mailto:becky.gutrich@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: brieslong
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 10:57:25 AM

Dear Council Members, I live in district 4 where the proposed homeless shelter at the
Embassy Suites would be.

I am in favor of this shelter in my community, but would like to be able to measure it's success
in one year with the following points from various groups in the neighborhood.
-Public safety from HOAs, police.
-Input from schools: School safety and impact on teacher:student ratios.
-Input from Business: safety and success in business and  job creation, 
-Input from shelter residents: safety, ability to access services in a timely manner, upward
momentum in life through jobs, kids enrolled in schools, transitioning out.
-Input from Salvation Army: staffing needs met, ability to access services, ability to transition
shelter residents out.

While I do not like the fact that the Mayor railroaded this without community input up front, I
think we must do something for the homeless.

Thank you, 
Karen Bries-Long
3667 S Newport Way, Denver 80237

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iAPHgYK9iLl8bEeVX8ReZCTPDcRTjq0arGRoAIJEtFIlFJOQNgUisUxoCDw9fGrFpOqROfw4YLpjqQq7-YSQ9FCDrA$
mailto:brieslong@yahoo.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
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From: Aaron Melander
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites homeless shelter
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 1:16:24 PM

It seems obvious that the administration doesn’t care what the surrounding 
neighborhood thinks.  

There will be smaller and smaller tax revenues as some of my friends and neighbors 
talk about moving away.  

Not that anything has or will be done about crime around Southmoor Park East, but I 
have witnessed terrible arguments on my street on Eastmoor Dr(not on Monaco 
where crime is “ok”), my truck being stolen right from the driveway, and constant 
homeless traffic traversing my street.  

That was my attempt at a measured and thoughtful email.  

My real feelings are as follows: Go to hell you slave to campaign promising whores.

Aaron Melander
6700 Eastmoor Dr
Denver, Co

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PIgaPdRvaybQS2PmR-Z_8wq9g5xeH5n-8lLckvkiLTA1bZ-tVYQCf9jI9N1PH14GJM7bYtIL_g02ddB04oYqmUf1u-9_fGCw$
mailto:bee80218@yahoo.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Josh Pauletic
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave.
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:21:48 PM

Dear Councilmembers,

Thank you for taking swift and urgent action to file and approve both a Purchase and Sale
Agreement and Master Lease for the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave.

This site is critical because it supports families and children living in Denver who do not have
access to the safety and stability that we all need to thrive. This site will enable our city to
immediately cut our family shelter waitlist in half and serve a growing number of families and
children who struggle to afford the cost of living in Denver.

Additionally, I applaud you for working to create the first ever temporary housing/ shelter site
in Southeast Denver. This site makes a major commitment to our shared focus around the
equitable distribution of the homeless response system across our entire city. I very much
support and applaud you for taking this bold action, and encourage you to continue taking
such bold action in other Council Districts and regions throughout our city that have not yet
stepped forward to support our most vulnerable community members in this way.

Thank you for your leadership!

Best,

Josh Pauletic

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-yyJhCcTUf53up1C5ObwCGeqZ5ytOpHmqaSTlWfcWdWlPzxni_Wi2c2uGFmwlGCw8TEoyJPiuNG2uHM-OJp8SajOe7F2KvUi0J5I4d05AS-MtSJdpMYczGH$
mailto:joshpauletic@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Brandy Allen
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Hotel
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:46:14 PM

Dear Council members,

Thank you for pursuing the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Avenue as a 
homeless shelter for families.

I live in the Southmoor Park East neighborhood and have been saddened by the 
increasing numbers of homeless in our community as well as in the greater Denver 
community.  I have often wanted to help with this problem but have sometimes been 
unsure how to do so, other than donating money to various causes.  I was super 
happy to hear that the Embassy Suites Hotel is going to be turned into a homeless 
shelter for families.  It’s going to be a wonderful way for me to help my community in a 
way that is very concrete and tangible.

I was at the Hamilton Middle School meeting on 12/16/23 and saw the anger and 
hostility. Unfortunately, I think that a lot of my neighbors are motivated by fear of 
people who have lived/are living lives unlike their own.  As a primary care physician, I 
know that everyone deserves compassion, empathy and help when we fall on hard 
times.  Hopefully some of my neighbors will come around to this eventually.

Thank you again for working to make the Embassy Suites Hotel the first ever 
temporary housing/shelter site in Southeast Denver.  I applaud you for taking this bold 
(and hard) action.  I know it's not easy but it’s the right thing to do.

Sincerely, 
Brandy Allen, MD
4025 South Niagara Way
Denver, CO 890237

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iIPGIWIzCPj8bSS2_kQ-p7rfI1nyW4ykNO6x2Q_e9ZtJ-dAf0sLfNGDmP87iLuf_w0vtAEX8h36FnCG2XdMfPkqfRqmPzR0$
mailto:brandy.allen@mac.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Steve Pappas
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Purchase
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 6:07:30 AM

To Mayor Johnston and city council.
How dare you shove this purchase and this shelter down our throats. Hopefully the 
people of Denver won’t forget this and come election time they will rid our city of you 
deceitful politicians. You are underhanded and despicable. Our taxes are going sky 
high. Crime is at an all time high and instead of ridding our city of criminals you 
decide to house them. I can’t wait for this “project “ to blow up in your face. I won’t 
forget come election time. Stop this madness!
Steve Pappas 
3248 S Oneida Way 
Denver 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PHgOI95viS7ES2Pqo-Z7p5LcjrfRDKscWwyabtf_wPUkInWcdjFt_IWNi0pVQobpmyTip5_iXMmpA-NIao2ruJYA911JVsvw$
mailto:stavro3992@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Elizabeth Wolden
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Shelter is Unsafe
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:51:36 PM

You cannot have this facility as a shelter.

The facility is unsafe for these people 
     -there are sliding glass doors in each room that are in tempered and drop off seven stories
       -the railings inside the building are not up to code.  Without any limits being put in place
on what someone need to do to live here, you are going to have people that are not sober
falling over the railings and children doing the same.  
This is a lawsuit waiting to happen.

As someone with extensive experience with addiction, children and poverty, I can confidently
say that you are not helping these individuals by giving them free housing.  You must require
they stay sober, they pay a small amount for the housing and you provide childcare so that the
parents can work.  Without these key pieces, it is a bandaid that will only stay on for a month
or two.

I beg you to consider these items and how other cities have tackled homelessness to see what
actually works and doesn’t.  This plan will not work.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGgSIdyFhS7WS2sGT-h-3Kkxfr1zC3cFM4-OGtxNk2XWw5lKQmbDOtyLuQBuYZDLWfBK_KbCL4hxUhCal3ld0_uELTjk5R1Q$
mailto:elizabethbwolden@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Matthew Werner
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; Brooks, Andrew - CC YA2245 City Council Aide; Conant, Macy - CC

YA2246 City Council Aide Senior
Cc: Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 8:51:19 PM

Hello, I have some opinions for public comment about the proposed 30.9 million dollar lease
contract of the Embassy Suites for a housing shelter with no word yet about how food services
will be managed or accessible to the residents with use of their in-suite kitchenettes.

Further Denver Health Hospital is enduring a 100 million dollar deficit without a budget
increase from the city.

There are multiple blighted areas of the city with abandoned hotels, buildings, or offices that
could be annexed and renovated into housing and would supply jobs for workers that are
looking for employment. 

Spending 30 million for an unproven pipedream of a drop in the bucket housing plan while
budget deficits of places that actually are currently housing and treating the sick, mentally ill,
and homeless seems very illogical and inefficient policy planning. 

Please provide information about why pipedream plans for political capital gain are
superseding the needs of actual current deficits on much needed safety net facilities such as
Denver Health, Stout Street Clinic and other publicly funded healthcare facilities?

Thank you,
Matthew Werner
District 4 Constituent

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hwPIzsKxhPh8AulWvuTe5HVY3mhbQ0Np4a0Owlz2lfbLaS-aKh-NbdWW7zSbNMOWXCbkEa3kJgIU7vb9yvlqc5k1wxKYqJmnUr1F96Zc4A9ff7F3Ulw4aR09RyYgVqtW9SfcBt96aaLl718$
mailto:matthewwerner@hotmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:Andrew.Brooks@denvergov.org
mailto:Macy.Conant@denvergov.org
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From: Dan Valiant
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 2:40:18 PM

Please vote no tomorrow night. This whole process has been rushed and forced under the guise
of an emergency. The city is not operating in the manner of a representative government but
rather as tyrants. Below is the objection of my HOA and the thousands of other residents who
have shown out in opposition to this secretive attempt. 

Specifically,
1. Lack of transparency.

a. Failure to timely inform the Association and surrounding neighborhoods of its intent to purchase or lease
the Embassy Suites and conversion to a homeless shelter.

b. Improper use of an emergency declaration to justify the conversion and use of the Embassy Suites as a
homeless shelter.

c. Placing the purchase of the Embassy Suites on the city council agenda prior to the community meeting.

2. No accountability

a. Failure to provide an exit plan if the shelter becomes a nuisance to the surrounding communities.
b. Failure to operate as a high barrier shelter.
c. Failure to document the rules and regulations for its residents.
d. Failure to provide information of how many occupants will reside at the embassy suites.
e. Failure to document that the use of illegal drugs, cannabis, and alcohol in the facility and on the premises

is prohibited.
f. Failure to provide information on how the City will prevent the spawning of tent cities on or around the

Embassy Suites property.
g. Failure to address impacts on local schools.
h. Failure to meet with affected communities and put in writing promises made in community meetings.

3. Lack of Safety

a. Failure to perform background checks.
b. Failure to assure security to the residents and surrounding communities.

4. Lack of Credibility

a. Public misrepresentation of the numbers of homeless that have been housed.
b. Race to meet a campaign promise.
c. Public reports of problems at other homeless shelters.
d. Lack of a commitment by the city to enter into a binding written agreement with neighborhoods to address

their concerns.
e. 

Dan Valiant

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PHj4xTyZZcrGS2nqrwRzB-tc-Owo0IELkrx-M_Ei4i4rXprRLp7O2hZgCpEeb59_PSJ8Hl4wzoxNhy4Ky_7haRbWILwWwqUQ$
mailto:daniel.valiant@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Tanis Bula
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 10:58:52 AM

I really do NOT approve of this being sold and used as a homeless shelter. There is 
so much traffic, pot shops and crime already on Hampden.
We do not need this beautiful hotel to be turned into a homeless shelter. It is not fair 
what you are doing.

Tanis Bula
tanisbula@gmail.com

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGgSPTqNh87YS4_qWehxLlWZEsn6fY1U_ucv1J4sblOVkhwsbQjfOB2sDVwNtUHPxqkFx8L1FF3E3btnMzTfwspEUC6XO51g$
mailto:tanisbula@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Michelle Miles-Lambert
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 1:46:38 PM

Dear Mayor and City Council members: 
 
Thank you for all the attention and effort you are putting in to getting families into
safe housing. 
 
I support your plan to use the empty hotel rooms at Embassy Suites to house families
in need.  Providing a bed and a bath is a basic human need; even George Baily in It’s
a Wonderful Life tells us so.   
 
I appreciate the city using empty hotel rooms rather than incur demolition & new-
build costs so kudos to whoever came up with this idea to use what is readily
available.
 
I hope you have support for those in attendance at this meeting.  I hope they realize
this is our opportunity to help those in need.  I imagine the big concern is safety and I
hope you will address that at this time.
 
Best regards to all of you who are helping.
Michelle
 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iOPGocL9yLhWJ2dcX8RcTgdKx-rkw0CU2QgFiUH7YgXVVDYBGEmyhQ7Lf4z5MV0NxAP1zmcJkGNebZBwWov2oXDt1jmhHQ$
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From: STEVEN ARNOLD
To: Planningboard - CPD; dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Embassy Suites Conversion//UHNC Board Vote
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 1:31:31 PM

Sent on my Samsung Galaxy S20 FE 5G.
Get Outlook for Android

From: STEVEN ARNOLD <stevenwarnold@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 16, 2023 1:17:24 PM
To: Councilwoman Diana Romero Campbell <district4@denvergov.org>; Brooks, Andrew - CC
YA2245 City Council Aide <Andrew.Brooks@denvergov.org>; Jenny and Liz President UHNC
<uhnc.president@gmail.com>; Paul Leone <paul.f.leone@gmail.com>; STEVEN ARNOLD
<stevenwarnold@msn.com>; Jennifer Hannifin Neuhalfen <jh.neuhalfen@gmail.com>; Liz Davis
<johnandlizdavis@comcast.net>; Falene Young <faleneyoung@gmail.com>; Michaela Rowland
<michaelarowland02@gmail.com>
Cc: jodyvick@gmail.com <jodyvick@gmail.com>
Subject: Embassy Suites Conversion//UHNC Board Vote
 
Diana, Andrew, and all

The University Hills North Community Registered Neighborhood Board has voted in support
of the mayor's plan to buy and convert The Embassy Suites at 7525 E. Hampden Ave. Denver.
CO.

We have a unanimous vote of 7 in support, we have been unable to reach 1 board member.
Sincerely yours,
STEVEN

Paul Leone President and Steve Arnold Treasurer 

Sent on my Samsung Galaxy S20 FE 5G.
Get Outlook for Android
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From: Cecile E Cohan
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hotel conversion
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 1:37:54 PM

I realize the mayor is trying to get as many people into housing in order to beat the 
governments $ cut off on December 31.  But without the details
being worked out first and the community being included in those details,  I cannot 
agree to this project. 
Cecile Cohan
SPEHA
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Evelyn Hutt
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Housing for families and children
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:46:04 AM

From: "Evelyn Hutt" <lilith@indra.com>
To: "Amanda Sawyer, CC Member District 5 Denver City Council"
<Amanda.Sawyer@denvergov.org>
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:43:37 AM

Dear Councilmembers,
 
Thank you for taking swift and urgent action to uphold human dignity for our unhoused
neighbors.  We urge your support for the project to create a shelter at the former Embassy
Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave.
 
This site is critical because it supports families and children living in Denver who do not
have access to the safety and stability that we all need to thrive. This site will enable our
city to immediately cut our family shelter waitlist in half and serve a growing number of
families and children who struggle to afford the cost of living in Denver.
 
Additionally, I applaud you for working to create the first ever temporary housing/ shelter
site in Southeast Denver. This site makes a major commitment to our shared focus around
the equitable distribution of the homeless response system across our entire city. I very
much support and applaud you for taking this bold action, and encourage you to continue
taking such bold action in other Council Districts and regions throughout our city that have
not yet stepped forward to support our most vulnerable community members in this way.
 
Thank you for your leadership!
 
Sincerely,
Eva Hutt
825 Jasmine St
Denver, CO 80220
Congregation Rodef Shalom and
Leader with Together Colorado
                                Your Congregation and Leader with Together Colorado

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!isPHgMK8qPlcDafVXsT_5AznhEOL7iSWHGuz460Vd3bQm2o7jrzwgxbIfrUW430DxtgxthUbLqpK3dFugHUQ15Gs5BoVIArrbff2mUAA7eyNFMg3pw$
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From: Katya
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; District 3; Romero Campbell,

Diana - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council;
Miranda, Yvonne - CC YA2246 City Council Aide Senior; City Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council
District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of
Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] I oppose CB23-1968 (Embassy Suites homeless shelter) bill
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 3:33:01 PM

Dear Council members,

I fully understand and sympathize with the homeless issue in our community, but feel this
solution this bill proposes is unfair as it could cause deterioration of our neighborhood. There
are already numeruous encampments in this area and incisents of the homeless population
repeatledly using the bathroom in front of our building garage. This problem is bound to
increase since those staying at Embassy Suites will not be allowed to stay permanently.
Without any other aid, this model hasn't been very successful in the past in reintegration many
homeless into society. Furthermore, those living in my neighborhood have the right to
transparency to know if there will be violent sex offenders living in the area. I understand the
purpose of the low barrier requirements for the shelter, but it's not completely fair to those
living in my neighborhood. Many people at Morningside Condominiums, including my
immigrant parents, have worked hard to plan their retirement there. The HOA fees going to up
for security and cleanup of feces and property value going down in the future is just one
example of the unfairness of this proposed solution.

As a long-time resident of Morningside Condominiums across the street from this Embassy
Suites I would like to express my concern of the proposed bill (CB23-1968) to convert the
Embassy Suites by Hilton located at 7525 E. Hampden Ave to a homeless shelter. 

The proposed conversion of the Embassy Suites to the homeless shelter raises many issues and
concerns including but not limited to the following:
Increased danger for permanent residents, children, and elderly, for nearby schools and
kindergartens, and foot traffic. 
This location and the facility itself is not safe for children, especially under age 5.
It will create encampment overflow and will harm local parks.
There are no plans to run background checks for violent or sexual offenders. 
No sobriety requirements and no requirements to accept mental illness treatment.
There is no coalition with Denver Police, no proposed hired security, no crisis Intervention,
and no transparency.
The location is adjacent to Pot shops and liquor stores which will increase crime rates,
violence, and drug abuse. 
There will be an increase in car accidents and fatalities on the already dangerous Hampden
corridor.
In conclusion, I urge you to disapprove of this bill (CB23-1968) and vote AGAINST it.
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Thank you for your continued service and support of our communities.

Best regards,

Katya Belenkaya
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From: Lena Solobell
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; District 3; Romero Campbell,

Diana - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council;
Miranda, Yvonne - CC YA2246 City Council Aide Senior; City Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council
District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of
Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] I oppose CB23-1968 (Embassy Suites homeless shelter) bill
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 3:36:43 PM

Dear Council members,

As a long-time resident of Morningside Condominiums I would like to express my
STRONG OPPOSITION of the proposed bill (CB23-1968) to convert the Embassy
Suites by Hilton located at 7525 E. Hampden Ave to a homeless shelter.

The proposed conversion of the Embassy Suites to the homeless shelter raises many
issues and concerns including but not limited to the following:
Increased danger for permanent residents, children, and elderly, for nearby schools
and kindergartens, and foot traffic. 
This location and the facility itself is not safe for children, especially under age 5.
It will create encampment overflow and will harm local parks.
There are no plans to run background checks for violent or sexual offenders. 
No sobriety requirements and no requirements to accept mental illness treatment.
There is no coalition with Denver Police, no proposed hired security, no crisis
Intervention, and no transparency.
The location is adjacent to Pot shops and liquor stores which will increase crime
rates, violence, and drug abuse. 
There will be an increase in car accidents and fatalities on the already dangerous
Hampden corridor.
In conclusion, I urge you to disapprove of this bill (CB23-1968) and vote AGAINST it.
Thank you for your continued service and support of our communities.

Best regards,

Lena Solobell
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From: Sam Solobell
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; District 3; Romero Campbell,

Diana - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council;
Miranda, Yvonne - CC YA2246 City Council Aide Senior; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council
District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady;
Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] I oppose CB23-1968 (Embassy Suites homeless shelter) bill
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 3:03:19 PM

Dear Council members,

As a long-time resident of Morningside Condominiums across the street from this Embassy
Suites I would like to express my STRONG OPPOSITION of the proposed bill (CB23-1968)
to convert the Embassy Suites by Hilton located at 7525 E. Hampden Ave to a homeless
shelter.

The proposed conversion of the Embassy Suites to the homeless shelter raises many issues and
concerns including but not limited to the following:
Increased danger for permanent residents, children, and elderly, for nearby schools and
kindergartens, and foot traffic. 
This location and the facility itself is not safe for children, especially under age 5.
It will create encampment overflow and will harm local parks.
There are no plans to run background checks for violent or sexual offenders. 
No sobriety requirements and no requirements to accept mental illness treatment.
There is no coalition with Denver Police, no proposed hired security, no crisis Intervention,
and no transparency.
The location is adjacent to Pot shops and liquor stores which will increase crime rates,
violence, and drug abuse. 
There will be an increase in car accidents and fatalities on the already dangerous Hampden
corridor.
In conclusion, I urge you to disapprove of this bill (CB23-1968) and vote AGAINST it.

Thank you for your continued service and support of our communities.

Best regards,

Sam Solobell
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From: KG
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I oppose CB23-1968 bill - Embassy suites homeless shelter.
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:15:46 AM

Dear Council members,

As a long-time resident of Morningside Condominiums, I would like to express my STRONG
OPPOSITION of the proposed bill (CB23-1968) to convert the Embassy Suites by Hilton located at 7525
E. Hampden Ave to a homeless shelter.

The proposed conversion of the Embassy Suites to the homeless shelter raises many issues and
concerns including but not limited to the following:

    Increased danger for permanent residents, children, and elderly, for nearby schools and
kindergartens, and foot traffic. 
    This location and the facility itself are not safe for children, especially those under age 5.
    It will create encampment overflow and will harm local parks.
    There are no plans to run background checks for violent or sexual offenders. 
    No sobriety requirements and no requirements to accept mental illness treatment.
    There is no coalition with Denver Police, no proposed hired security, no crisis Intervention, and
no transparency.
    The location is adjacent to Pot shops and liquor stores which will increase crime rates, violence,
and drug abuse. 
    This proposal will damage small businesses, drive businesses away, and deteriorate our
existing residential neighborhoods.
    There will be an increase in car accidents and fatalities on the already dangerous Hampden
corridor.

In conclusion, I urge you to disapprove of this bill (CB23-1968) and vote AGAINST it.
Thank you for your continued service and support of our communities.

Kate
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From: Alejandra Castañeda
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: District 1 Comments; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez;

Johnston, Mike - MO XA1403 Mayor
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support Resolution 23-1968 to provide shelter to unhoused families
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 10:14:02 AM

Good morning Mayor Jonhston and City Council,

Please accept this email as a letter of support to pass Resolution 23-1968 (as detailed below)
so our city officials approve the purchase of this property and provide basic shelter to
unhoused families in our community. I trust you to prioritize basic human needs before
property-value concerns. 

Resolution 23-1968: A resolution approving a proposed Assignment and Amendment to Purchase
Agreement among the City and County of Denver, East Hampden Hotel Fee, LLC and Hampden Heart,
LLC for the City to acquire real property located at 7525 E. Hampden Avenue, in Council District 4.
Approves an Assignment and Amendment to the Purchase and Sale Agreement with East Hampden Hotel
Fee, LLC, Hampden Heart, LLC for $30,900,000 and a term ending on 3-31-2024 for the property located
at 7525 East Hampden Avenue, in Council District 4. FINAN-202371927. Councilmember Torres approved
direct filing this item on 12-14-2023.

I also stand ready to support my City Councilor in District 1 as soon as another site to shelter
unhoused neighbors is identified in my community.

Respectfully,
Alejandra X. Castañeda 
[she/her/ella]
District 1 resident, property owner and mother

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-0VZ7Q9hqtWfoqUC74r6oxmRwUD1ryO17jxGqIjArdAjYRYe6M8wIFSAh1xWUQZmywpan-MP26oVWxU9z_5Kiqa2ZLaj-30gijlOeUrkzRHpjBEDYwqQv9o$
mailto:axcastaneda@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:District1@denvergov.org
mailto:paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:G-Gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
mailto:Mike.Johnston@denvergov.org


This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Anne Scalfaro
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter In Support of District 4 Housing Shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:57:29 PM
Attachments: LetterSupportingHousingInDistrict4 Calvary Baptist Church of Denver December 2023.pdf

Please see the attached letter in support of District 4 Housing Shelter for tonight’s meeting.

Thank you,
~Anne
 

Rev. Anne J. Scalfaro, Senior Pastor
(she/her/hers)
Calvary Baptist Church of Denver 
6500 E. Girard Ave. Denver, CO 80224 
303-757-8421 (main line)
720-738-9606 (direct line)
 

+ Sabbath: Friday
- - -

Worship with Calvary on YouTube, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram,
and learn more at calvarydenver.org.
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      December 18, 2023 
 


Dear Denver City Council, 
 


As the pastoral leadership of Calvary Baptist Church of Denver (northeast corner of Hampden & Monaco), we are in 
full support of the family housing shelter in District 4 at 7525 E Hampden Ave, which is just down the street from our 
church. As a community of faith that honors the belovedness and dignity of each person, we believe that housing is a 
human right that all individuals and families need to thrive. 
 


As a church that has partnered with Family Promise of Greater Denver for 25+ years to house families in transition, we 
know the need and importance of keeping families together who are in housing transition. Getting off the streets and 
into a safe place of their own will be life-changing. Families will be able to cook, do laundry, and spend time together. 
Parents will be able to go to work without fearing for their children’s safety. And kids will have the stability they need to 
go to school, learn, and make friends. We are grateful to see the intentionality planned to provide wrap around services 
that will provide families with childcare, transportation, and medical treatment. After enduring months of exposure to 
the elements, residents will finally have a chance to begin healing from the trauma and stress of experiencing 
homelessness. 
 


7525 E Hampden Ave is an ideal location to house families because of its proximity to public transportation, schools, 
grocery stores, pharmacies, parks, restaurants, communities of faith, and more. Our church is collecting items to support 
the families who will be moving into the former Embassy Suites, and we are committed to all we can to support to these 
new families in our neighborhood, as well as Councilwoman Diana Romero Campbell and her team.  
 


Additionally, the strategy adopted at the new family shelter is supported by decades of research. Extensive data 
indicates that housing families experiencing homelessness as the initial intervention can be transformative. Nationwide, 
participants in 'Housing First' programs are more inclined to utilize services and more likely to experience improved 
health and overall quality of life. Crucially, they are more likely to maintain stable housing over the long term. The robust 
outcomes associated with the 'Housing First' approach often translate into substantial cost savings for cities that invest 
in this approach. 
 


While we acknowledge that no temporary housing approach is perfect, we believe these families will be a blessing to our 
community, not a burden. Instead of being part of the problem, we have the opportunity to step up, extend hospitality, 
and be part of the solution. Thank you for thinking of District 4; we are honored to be a part of this effort to change lives 
and make a lasting impact in our city. 
 


For these reasons and more, we who serve as clergy in the neighborhood are in full support of the housing shelter in 
District 4.  
 


With gratitude for every effort made to house people with dignity, 
  


The Pastoral Team of Calvary Baptist Church of Denver (NE corner of Hampden & Monaco) 


• Rev. Anne J. Scalfaro, Senior Pastor (ascalfaro@calvarydenver.org) 


• Rev. Morgan C. Fletcher, Pastor (mfletcher@calvarydenver.org) 


• Rev. Alice Horner Nelson, Pastor (ahornernelson@calvarydenver.org) 


 
 
 
 


Calvary Baptist Church of Denver • 6500 E. Girard Ave • Denver, CO 80224 •  303-757-8421 • calvarydenver.org 
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From: Jason Janz
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter of Support for Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:42:56 PM
Attachments: Letter of Support for shelter at 7525 E. Hampden.pdf

Denver City Council, 

I hope this finds you well!  Please find the attached letter of support for the shelter at 7525 E.
Hampden Ave (Embassy Suites). 

Thank you so much,

-- 

 Jason Janz
 CEO
 303-902-1644
 www.crosspurpose.org
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Monday, December 18th, 2023


Dear City Council Members,


I am writing on behalf of CrossPurpose, an organization committed to abolishing poverty in many forms
including providing support to families in need within the Denver community. We wholeheartedly support
the City Council's decisive action to lease the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave. to turn into
a shelter.


We believe that this endeavor is a crucial and progressive step forward in terms of the geographic
distribution of our homelessness response system. By establishing a temporary housing and shelter site
in Southeast Denver, we are enhancing our ability to address homelessness across the city
comprehensively.


It is our firm belief that providing secure and stable housing is a fundamental right for every individual and
family, and this initiative aligns with our organization’s mission. Providing shelter for over 200 families will
have a tremendous impact on the families as well as the community.


We understand the challenges associated with addressing homelessness, and we commend the City
Council's commitment to innovative and effective solutions. The shelter has the potential to become a
beacon of hope for families experiencing homelessness, providing them with not just shelter but also the
support and resources necessary to rebuild their lives. This approach reflects a holistic understanding of
homelessness and allows us to better serve diverse communities. When families have more stability in
their housing, they are able to address other needs that can help them in becoming more stable.


In conclusion, we express our full support for the decision to lease the hotel to turn it into a shelter. Thank
you for your leadership and commitment to creating positive change in our community. We look forward to
the successful implementation of this initiative and stand ready to collaborate with the City Council in any
way that supports the well-being of our fellow Denver residents.


Sincerely,


Jason Janz
Chief Executive Officer
CrossPurpose
303-902-1644
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From: Ryan Cox
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter of Support for Resolution 23-1968 - Curtis Park Neighbors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:31:33 PM
Attachments: Resolution 23-1968 Letter of Support- Curtis Park Neighbors.pdf

Hello-

Please see the attached letter in support of Resolution 23-1968 from Curtis Park
Neighbors RNO.

Feel free to contact me with any questions.

Ryan Cox
President
Curtis Park Neighbors
303.517.6185

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hKPJDgLRiPg8wulWnkSexERAnINM9Gz6el4ZoYvzWUrtg8si0HP1V1zKwgxwRZ9lTWPXbeLGoG2n40rVw02PfduACTGaNvc-jG3XTOM7j08nKzAi-6aDjVgdSOdHJjWNkLGEuCXZ91o$
mailto:ryancurtispark@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Derek Parks
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Microcommunities
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:32:44 PM

Dear Council members,

I am spending time with family for the holidays so I cannot attend in person tonight. +

But I wanted to express my support for the micro communities in all Denver neighborhoods. I
live near 50th and Regis Blvd where a safe outdoor space was located for almost a year. I had
ZERO issues with the community members.

I volunteered there a couple times and the residents were very nice and seemed grateful to
have a secure place to sleep.

Don't not let the fear of the unknown rule the day! A better future is possible! Build more
housing everywhere for everyone! 

Best Regards and happy holiday, 
Derek Parks

"Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ." - Galatians 6:2

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-02pDA0Au3ZM-s3yQohxHdx7m5x3QTxy-seLe5DvIBzLdTLCmXKjvz6LovlfQ6EHzayBzLNUqC3vQYIq3fNpf0tl05QvmpoQzVkd1AqiCYHrFzjtJgsnMVp$
mailto:dnparks@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Clint Bales
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO to East Hampden Hotel Purchase
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:25:24 PM

December 18, 2023
To: Denver City Council

From: Clint Bales
2407 S. Tennyson St.
Denver, CO 80219

As a Denver, CO resident and taxpayer for the past 17 years, I have found
homelessness to be a constant and ongoing problem in the metro area. Long before
incompetent Washingtonians decided to open up U.S. borders to any and all, Denver
had an unmanageable number of homeless persons to house, feed, medicate, ween
off drugs, treat for mental illness and so on. Add to that your mindless “sanctuary city”
policy and you’re going to get what you’ve gotten.

I, in addition to insisting that you end the “sanctuary city” status that is certain to sink
Denver, insist that you stop pretending that homeless and undocumented people can
be saved and properly assimilated with a series of meaningless handouts. How many
times can you say, “it’s for the children” in hopes of convincing us to accept bad
ideas? You’re never concerned about how future bad-idea-debt will affect the children
who will ultimately pay for it.

Lastly, I, along with other thinking Denverites who believe in following the law
(immigration and otherwise), insist that you vote “NO” on the measure to purchase
the hotel property at 7525 E Hampden Ave. Additionally, we know that if you as
Council members actually thought this project was a good thing, you wouldn’t be
proposing this facility be as close to the edge of Denver County as possible. Would
you?

Thank you for not wasting anymore of our tax dollars on things that don’t help
taxpayers!

Clint E. Bales

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PHgSJdqPi8bWdVXqReZKcc_OHfdvw-WgO6OoC8PYVh7QIzghdjxb0mjtobnVG-eqR3wPMEBTibKqPmTg4gkUNI7XdOvoHl9g$
mailto:balesclint@yahoo.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Brenda Martin
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO to the Tamarac family shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 10:54:28 AM

Please vote NO to the Embassy Suites homeless shelter site.

Sincerely,
Brenda Martin
3842 S.Quebec St.
Denver, CO 80237

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-19SNNQI-j21Gn2DgVMoGBcawO-AzTX-r-88BobFiv0lklLidJkSP44oSxYEbY-RNsxifvvpyJRa7PNo_RGevCXNTKaY4xagg_sC413yX6DqqqNZGdh2faK$
mailto:brendajeannemartin@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Marilyn Johnson
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose CB23-1968
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:38:06 PM

Concerns for the unhoused:

This location is not helpful for the folks in the hotel. There is very little public 
transportation.  Walk score: 37 Transit score: 53. How will they get to job interviews, 
or get to services? 
This needs to be HIGH Barrier. For the sake of CHILDREN. 
The Salvation Army is UNDERSTAFFED. They have 66 job openings in Denver. 

Define micro community

This hotel has over 600 rooms, meaning potentially 2000 people stay here. This is not 
micro. 
There is no real answers on how this will impact our schools and our community with 
this amount of people.

STOP gaslighting the community

Notifications and meetings with no time to have input, to help make this success.
Gaslighting our concerns on safety. Crime in Denver is at all time high, homelessness 
is at an all time high.  Feeling safe is a basic human right. 
We are contributing, law abiding citizens of this community.. and our input needs to 
be taken into consideration. 
 $30M for this hotel is not a good use of tax payer money.

Do the right thing and OPPOSE CB23-1968.
Marilyn Johnson

Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iIPIL6wTCNYSzGS2PoSQB62hdPWFp4Dc4OVJbFNvMm_SU-x01B2rNeBt8P6I7slbLIjgvFDLYVVujbGjx2kraAZmzPQMYgE$
mailto:marpearl@aol.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Jen Hamilton
To: dencc - City Council; diane.romerocampbell@denvergov.org
Subject: [EXTERNAL] OPPOSE CB23-1968
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:52:01 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

I live less than 500 ft from the Embassy Suites on Hampden, the proposed new location for a
homeless shelter for families. 

I oppose this homeless shelter for the reasons listed below:

1) Noise ... the hotel noise already disrupts my elderly mother's sleep as well as my own.
There will no doubt be more noise generated by a homeless shelter.

2) Violence ... I do not want violence to occur this close to my home! It's my understanding
there will not be any security at this facility after 5:00 PM until the following morning.  

3) Lowered Property Value ... from my research homes near homeless shelters lower in value
up to 7%. I should not be penalized for having a homeless shelter out my back door. 

Further research shows that other homeless shelters are located in industrial areas. This makes
more sense as to not affect neighborhood safety, home values etc. 

I OPPOSE CB23-1968. 

A concerned and scared neighbor,

Jennifer Hamilton

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-03YhiUpGualcyxSB_xX8PR01ya_P9BdJakUw8Ra1MreM9bB3LA_4Js3Ml7X9h2Cw_TyBOFLLssALn92CQgC_lMy0ca2va0BbfGE--FzQl_Dy5jQ2-f2KM_$
mailto:jenhamilton777@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:diane.romerocampbell@denvergov.org


This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Debbie Fitzgerald
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] OPPOSE CB23-1968
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:03:10 PM

Hello,
I oppose CB23-1968. The process has not been vetted and is unfair to neighbors. 

Debbie Fitzgerald

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGAeK9qJlcDae1XsR-ZIhWMO4PGIIb1UIuv_q_U1o0QODN33i3deMMrMjdBfSrO_K-mfcgn4NzC2MseOLMW3VQ0oQUzpFMaA$
mailto:debbie@fitzgeraldpetersen.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Pat Mauser
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose CB23-1968
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:21:05 PM

Dear Council Members,

I oppose this project until further due diligence is completed. This has been rushed through
and there needs to be a more thoughtful process for this project. There are too many
unanswered questions. 

Please pause this!
Pat Mauser
3235 S Newport St
Denver, CO 80224
303-257-7915

Get Outlook for iOS

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PJDgLRhPhc4ulWXqT-qr9q2-pNzNfrYK6tYIVSqBkLewtceuXy0B2-nEmhSzxY_B8Mbe_rkPuTaW42WLv9Wd3a8bSHr3VJXPNeQsT6ZVLrQxfJehOadUToWSe4YpTsTjrwnT9IK99l$
mailto:pmauser@msn.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://aka.ms/o0ukef__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!T0-7-b_Q_4kQxUySPEioRICxvXZw6JWdenCMxRbDRYZZCpuMjOOIorkq3UZi-7R3bkR3tvHHYURnHg$
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From: Sarah Nottingham
To: District 4 City Council; dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] oppose CB23-1968: vote no on bill 1968 - Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:02:52 PM

As a district 4 home owner and resident I am asking that you vote no on turning the Embassy
Suites into a homeless shelter. I believe that this decision should not be rushed. I'm concerned
about the safety of the residents inside and in the surrounding areas. I would like more time
for community discussion and for the idea of this to be a high barrier shelter to be discussed.

How many people will be allowed to live in each room? What is the maximum capacity of the
hotel? How will this impact our neighborhoods and schools? These questions have not been
answered. 

These meetings have been announced with very little notice. There needs to be more time for
community input. 

Thank you for addressing my concerns as a Denver home owner. 

Sarah Nottingham 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h0PI7OzxhPh8YulWHuQ-xODeH3emJHC1KHgyER2EpxEaHnXRDquZhjTwa2wFhargoIz76kbW5imAMePl8LIG93aCyOwWihCMd0CTg8AkmkfrokwJOVgPqTTNwdr2Q-iyr7WMZWFjy8DJ$
mailto:sbjones1@hotmail.com
mailto:District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Elissa Motley
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] OPPOSE city council bill 23-1968
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 10:31:35 AM

Hello City Council,
While I applaud the attempt to solve the homeless problem and get people off the 
streets, I’m afraid this bill and the purchase of the embassy. Suites will be a colossal 
waste of tax payer dollars. IMHO that money would be better spent on a treatment 
center for addiction and mental illnesses. Not a shelter with minimal requirements to 
enter. Families should of course be housed but that does not need to be this location. 
Families with children  are the smallest number of homeless. And that should be an 
easy solution to help them. 

I’m all for helping my fellow citizens however I’ve worked very hard to buy a home, 
follow the laws, pay taxes and contribute to our community. Now all of this will be 
diminished as the crime grows and the area degrades. We will chose to move away 
from Denver and I believe others will too and Denver will become like LA. Let’s look at 
what California has done and ask how that is working for them. Let’s at least 
acknowledge they were mistakes and not repeat them just to facilitate political 
careers. Taking a hard stance is not easy but will pay off in the end. Embassy suites 
is not the solution or even a stop gap. Please don’t do this to our community. 
Thank you,
Elissa Motley

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!h8PKzgJRhPh8bUc5MKTeZcvT1_g1Lx_LsGBm69iT-T5egyMSinmw5rbsvgnNJUjTHY8Wn_fxY9dbTLhmV8s-zw6PRKXYOZ0vjktFV3fUeHGSUZsJGJ0q6-_pWLiFZ7awADPwVz011IkZsObf4g$
mailto:elissamotley@outlook.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Emily Shaw
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: Romero Campbell, Diana - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose Council Bill 23-1968
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 5:00:52 PM
Attachments: Embassy Suites housing.pdf

Sent from my iPad

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iwPIYOLTxtl9o2S2Pqo-p30mhBiz0eKxrWUObitbgETcA09zcq6zcoKI_gwNU30tzKpbSpxNlOG7fj-yrCxCkFddn-n35Bx6gqoh$
https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iwPIYOLTxtl9o2S2Pqo-p30mhBiz0eKxrWUObitbgETcA09zcq6zcoKI_gwNU30tzKpbSpxNlOG7fj-yrCxCkFddn-n35Bx6gqoh$
mailto:emshaw48@comcast.net
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
mailto:Diana.Romerocampbell@denvergov.org



Attn: City Council



I am writing in regards to the housing for homeless families proposed for the Embassy Suites in 
southeast Denver. I would like my comments to be part of the council meeting scheduled for 
Monday evening, December 18, 2023.



I am writing here to share my opinion about how inappropriate this location is for all of the 
children the Mayor says will be living there. I hope each of the council members has visited the 
Embassy Suites on Hampden Avenue, parked their car, and gotten out and walked around the 
area as if the were a child living there. The Mayor speaks about a nearby park, but to access 
this park the children will have to navigate parking lots full of cars servicing office buildings 
next to their new home. On the south side of the Embassy Suites is Hampden Avenue, a 6 lane 
road with a 45 mile per hour speed limit, otherwise known as as Highway 285. Should children 
walk the sidewalk parallel to the frighteningly busy road, going to west is a Marijuana 
Dispensary and a gas station. Just a few blocks further to the west is the intersection of 
Monaco and Hampden Ave., considered one of the 7 most dangerous intersections in Denver. 
To the east of Embassy Suites is a fast food restaurant (more cars) and liquor store. How can 
this location possibly be considered desirable for children? 



More investigation and discussion needs to be had before choosing the Embassy Suites in 
southeast for homeless families. I urge you to vote no on bill 23-1968.



Emily Shaw
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From: Jamie
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposed to Embassy Suites purchase
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:49:23 PM

I live on S. Monaco Pkwy in the Southmore Park East subdivision. In the last 6 
months I have found durg paraphernalia in my front yard 3 times. There have been 2 
drug arrest (that I know of) less than a block from my house. I have unexpectedly 
found a women changing her clothes behind my bushes. I have constant graffiti in 
front of my house and we had a homeless encampment a block a way. Now the fence 
in down between I25 and Eastmore park and I have an excellent view of the 
convergence of I 25 an i 225. 
Just what will cap off the complete degradation of my neighborhood is a huge 
homeless center. On the property is made into is it will never be developed into 
something like restaurants or shops that could benefit our community. In fact I believe 
your plan will further result in the ghettoization this part of town. 
Jamelyn Eldredge
4140 S. Monaco Pkwy
Denver, Co 80237
Sent from my iPad

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PIgOPTSDjcjeS2kGoeB2pU_e2alSTJeW-Da-e6I5xkbaNZiIhOhJJka9v4hfFTJFPY-v5BJLYEqD8BnNypIYKUZvX2XdPiNg$
mailto:eldredgej@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Jordan Hueseman
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposing the Conversion of Embassy Suites to Multi-Use Housing
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:53:31 AM

I would like to express my deep dissatisfaction and strong opposition to the conversion of the
Embassy Suites Hotel located at 7525 East. Hampden Avenue. As a homeowner in the
Southmoor Park East Neighborhood with children this effort not only represents an abject
failure on the part of our elected City councilwoman to represent the citizens of her district,
but of our City of Denver leadership as a whole. 

The lack of transparency and accountability on display during this process with city leaders
misrepresenting the success of these programs to date and moving rapidly to pull forward the
vote with city council days after hearing the outspoken opposition from all of us who
expressed our views on the proposed plan represents a city government ignoring its
citizenship. 

I appears our mayor and city council have no regard for how destructive their plans are to our
communities, property values, and safety of our children as the taxpayers and residents of
Denver they serve. 

I urge you to reconsider this proposed plan before you do irreparable damage to the
community we love.
-- 
-Thank You
 Jordan Hueseman

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-1TAhnUAg04Pqweq3D-nrU1K16Xgqr9W5tRxNSq8Zmd8WeeW1xXMp90qHUqr4OHiWAKa0th2AODCEOyrZnHHk0OjMxyEc2k8juw4P3q6Bwicvh-fHn6m8KK$
mailto:jhhueseman@gmail.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org
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From: Katie Schaefer
To: Romero Campbell, Diana - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Conant, Macy - CC YA2246 City Council Aide Senior; Brooks, Andrew - CC YA2245 City Council Aide; dencc - City

Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6
Denver City Council; City Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of
Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to CB23-1968: Need Economic Stimulus for Areas and Accountability from Salvation Army
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:47:54 PM

katieschaeferco@gmail.com 2:10 PM (0 minutes ago)

to me

Hello, 

I'm in District 4 and am opposed to the passing of the Embassy Suites due to the lack of information and transparency provided to
the public and the lack of information the Salvation army has provided. 

I'm glad that we all agreed on Saturday that housing children is a value that we all share. That’s true. However, this has been a
unilateral vs bilateral plan—we’ve had only a few weeks of notice before our 1st meeting on Saturday, Dec 15 before this vote on
Monday, Dec 17 when this deal had been in the works since August. That has not transparent. On Saturday, the Mayor confirmed
this is only a family shelter. 

ECONOMIC STIMULUS
When selecting these sites, why don't you consider providing immediate incentives and/or large tax breaks in an attempt to
encourage new businesses to come into the areas? We have a lot of unused retail space and undoubtedly, this population will have
an impact on businesses. It's not that because District 4 is getting a homeless shelter, we should GET something but why not try to
offset the negative economic effects this will have on the surrounding community to show you're trying to make this successful for all
people? If businesses leave, people lose their jobs and aren't we facing the issue of homelessness now for those individuals?! If we
can spend $2 Billion on homelessness in the past 3 years, I find it hard to believe we can't find $10-$20mil to provide support to the
surrounding community of these homeless shelters. Included in that should also be a promise to help with maintaining the area with
trash assistance and at least an increase in police patrolling in our parks and public spaces. If the surrounding neighborhood is being
supported along with the shelter, do you see how this would help everyone? 

Salvation Army
After speaking with the female representative from the Salvation Army on Dec. 18, I have very little faith in them running this large scale, commercial property. 

I asked her about maintaining a large, commercial building like this---she didn’t even know sq footage of any of the spaces (rooms, public meetings spots, etc); 
She said she sends out a lot of RFPs. 

**I asked what the occupant to employee ratio is. 
        The Salvation Army rep said she did not know.  
        *This is unacceptable!!! Regardless if there are 60 or 160 families, wouldn’t this ratio be a detail determined in the RFP to plan appropriately for staffing? If
they are an experienced partner trained in running facilities like these, doesn't the Salvation Army have a predetermined staff to occupant ratio when managing
these family shelters? 

 
I asked the Salvation army about security and asked what 3rd party service they use for security.
       The Salvation rep said all the employees are trained in de-escalation. While this is no doubt a valuable and necessary skill when dealing with this population,
the Mayor is using VERY misleading wording about the security of this space in the Q&A he put out on the DenverGov.org. Since it is not stated otherwise on that
form or in the meeting, the majority of individuals would assume this is a conventional security guard whose job is patrolling and enforcing laws, not a typical
Salvation army employee also trained in de-escalation. 
 

*We want details of how this will be staffed in terms of managing this large scale, commercial space, services offered on site to residents and if they are even in a
separate category, security. 

Decrease in property value
It can sound petty but you have to understand, this isn’t like the comfort inn where it’s in an industrial, separated commercial area. The front doors of the Embassy
Suites don’t open onto Hampden, they open directly onto Pontiac into the Wellshire East neighborhood and it is directly adjacent to the retirement community,
Three  Fountains and a condo building, MorningStar, so while the Q&A you released says "There is no evidence these decrease housing values", residential
realtors have already said this is a huge hit to our neighborhoods. Please don't think we are ignorant or stupid. Obviously this impacts people's housing values
when a shelter like this is placed in a residential neighborhood. Which again, if you provided economic stimulus to the surrounding businesses to maintain its
economy rather than declining, that would help maintain property values to at least have a thriving business community. Housing is the largest investment most
people make in their lives and it's devastating for people who plan to use that as a primary part of their retirement plan. 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-0yaBE8Jwz5Ekm0i3k6rxk6H-MzNtItUtnmTl20ZcYnPd-Vw1sJK0RgXkSJ2tn42Ct-WlJOVLM1cg55BT8rNcG_URam7olsFbwJMvz3NDD4LtJziJjGV98s$
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Sincerely,
Katie Schaefer 
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From: Kate Migala
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 12:56:22 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Kate Migala
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From: Andersomo@gmail.com
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 7:50:48 AM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston: 

I oppose the proposed temporary homeless shelter which is being considered at the
Embassy Suites Hotel. After attending this past weekend’s meeting at Hamilton
Middle School, and speaking with Mr. Johnston, his staff and Ms. Romero-Campbell,
the proposed shelter will negatively impact my community. In addition, the
surrounding community will have no legal recourse to remedy any potential issues
that arise with the shelter. 

Good Neighbor Agreement
I was disturbed to learn that these “Good Neighbor” agreements that have been
proposed are not legally enforceable. I don’t understood the point of executing a “feel
good” document that isn’t legally enforceable because the parties to the agreement
will not be legally obligated to do anything — not even to act in good faith. There
needs to be some kind of accountability to the community and recourse for the
community to the extent the shelter isn’t operated in accordance with the provisions
set forth in an agreement. 
In addition, Mr. Johnston indicated that he wouldn’t hesitate to replace the Salvation
Army with a different vendor or close the shelter if it was “failing”, however, the term
“failing” is a vague term that is subject to several interpretations. Whose definition of
”failing” is determinative - Mr. Johnston’s, the neighborhood’s, city council’s,
Webster’s — because every person’s definition is going to be different and, therefore,
subjective. 

Safety
It appears that other shelter areas are experiencing spikes in 911 calls, specifically at
the Comfort Inn. These calls include, but are not limited to, stabbings, murders,
domestic violence, assaults, and drugs. There is legitimate concern that this shelter
will attract similar problems, even in light of it being a shelter for families and children.
As you are aware, children are not exempt from violence and/or exposure to drug
scenarios at the hands of their parents. Being a family/children’s shelter does not just
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automatically erase the problems that are present at the Comfort Inn shelter or any
other shelter. 

Because there is no legally enforceable agreement in place, there is no way for the
community to demand additional safety measures to the extent required. 

Wraparound Services 

Residents of the shelter will not be required to utilize any of the wraparound services
and there is no requirement for residents to be sober, alcohol or drug-free. No testing
will be required. This also creates potential safety issues both inside and outside of
the shelter. 
If the city is providing free housing and services to the homeless, there needs to be
requirements for the residents to receive such a benefit. Requiring residents to utilize
wraparound services and be drug tested would help alleviate security concerns as
well as demonstrating to the community that they are serious about getting their lives
back on track. 

Transparency:

I have huge concerns with the lack of transparency in regard to this proposal, which is
set to move forward on Tuesday December 19, 2023.  The community had its first
meeting concerning this matter on December 16, 2023, three days prior. That alone
sets off bells, whistles and red lights. 

This appears to be a very hurried transaction; one that is moving forward simply to fill
the quota of housing one thousand people by year’s end. Mr. Johnston, Ms. Romero-
Campbell and their staff were unprepared for this meeting and did not adequately
respond to the questions that were asked. 

As a member of the community where the shelter is being proposed, I expected
honest and transparent answers to the data that was presented by the residents of
the community this past weekend; it was not the time to provide political answers that
skirted the real issues presented. 

This enormous shelter is just a terrible project for the community. Thank you for your
time. 

Mike Anderson
3314 S. Oneida Way
Denver, Colorado 80224

Sent from my iPhone - Please excuse typos
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From: Cheris.Kline@cognizant.com
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Embassy Suites Hotel Turning into Hampden Shelter- Not Micro
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 10:24:30 AM
Importance: High

The mayor ran on the platform of building “micro-communities” for homeless people throughout
our city.  The definition of a micro community is less than 30 members. I community of over 200
family units consisting of potentially around 800 people is far from anything Micro and outside the
definition of what voters were aware of.
On his website he states the following:

Build 20 micro communities to end unsheltered
homelessness in my first term. In my first four years as
Mayor, I pledge to build 1,400 additional units of housing
for unsheltered individuals, ending homelessness in
Denver by the end of my first term. 

We’ll accomplish this by establishing 10-20 micro
communities across Denver that can provide 1,400
units of safe, stable, dignified housing. These
communities will be made up of small groups of 40-60
tiny homes and converted hotels.2 We will locate these
communities throughout the City by deploying city-
owned land and partnering with churches and
community-based organizations.

 
Again, this is not a Micro community this is far too big and not within the bounds of what voters
were aware of. I urge you to vote no on this large macro community and to demand a downsizing
in the number of units to fit the original planCo.
Thank you!
Cheris
 

From: Berlinberg, Cheris (Cognizant) 
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:46 AM
To: dencc@denvergov.org
Subject: Opposition to Embassy Suites Hotel Turning into Hampden Shelter
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I am a lifelong Denver resident and I am adamantly opposed to a 200 room shelter being built on
Hampden. 
This community is desperately in need of additional revenue producing businesses with a flurry of
businesses boarded up.  If you drive up and down the Hampden corridor there are many businesses
who are closed, bringing in a 200 person shelter will not help the economic situation of this area. 
My primary concern is that I am a parent of young children. With the 200 room shelter being
composed of families (the mayor assured us it would just be families but the news is stating
transgender and gender queer as well) this is a very large number of people who will be moved on a
temporary basis to this community.  The community does not have the infrastructure or the
resources to hold this large number of people.  During the meeting on Saturday when the mayor was
asked how this would impact the public school system he said he was meeting with the
superintendent of the district today. This clearly shows that no work has yet been done as this
important meeting was yet to take place.  While helping others is critical it cannot be done at the
expense of hard-working citizens.  I urge you to not allow the passing of a 200 person shelter in
Hampden this is simply too large and has too high of a risk.  Do not put my families future at risk due
to an experiment.  I moved to this area for the elementary school which is one of the highest ranking
schools in Denver.  Until a thorough plan is in place to assure that schools and existing families will
not be negatively impacted no new families should be moved into the area.
Our parks are currently run down and in desperate need of repair.  Southmoor park is not safe and is
hazardous for any child to play on.  It is not okay to introduce many more children to the area
without improving the facility and ensuring it is adequate for the large number of families who will
be utilizing it.
I am begging you to please protect my children’s educational wellbeing and vote no on this
amendment.  No more than 50 families should be allowed to move to any one area, 200 is too many
and too big of a risk.  We can alter the plan and make it so that families are still helped without
recklessly impacting the neighboring community.
Thank you,
Cheris  
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient(s), please reply to the sender and destroy all copies of the original message. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this
email, and/or any action taken in reliance on the contents of this e-mail is strictly prohibited
and may be unlawful. Where permitted by applicable law, this e-mail and other e-mail
communications sent to and from Cognizant e-mail addresses may be monitored.
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From: Cheris.Kline@cognizant.com
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Embassy Suites Hotel Turning into Hampden Shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:45:46 AM

I am a lifelong Denver resident and I am adamantly opposed to a 200 room shelter being built on
Hampden. 
This community is desperately in need of additional revenue producing businesses with a flurry of
businesses boarded up.  If you drive up and down the Hampden corridor there are many businesses
who are closed, bringing in a 200 person shelter will not help the economic situation of this area. 
My primary concern is that I am a parent of young children. With the 200 room shelter being
composed of families (the mayor assured us it would just be families but the news is stating
transgender and gender queer as well) this is a very large number of people who will be moved on a
temporary basis to this community.  The community does not have the infrastructure or the
resources to hold this large number of people.  During the meeting on Saturday when the mayor was
asked how this would impact the public school system he said he was meeting with the
superintendent of the district today. This clearly shows that no work has yet been done as this
important meeting was yet to take place.  While helping others is critical it cannot be done at the
expense of hard-working citizens.  I urge you to not allow the passing of a 200 person shelter in
Hampden this is simply too large and has too high of a risk.  Do not put my families future at risk due
to an experiment.  I moved to this area for the elementary school which is one of the highest ranking
schools in Denver.  Until a thorough plan is in place to assure that schools and existing families will
not be negatively impacted no new families should be moved into the area.
Our parks are currently run down and in desperate need of repair.  Southmoor park is not safe and is
hazardous for any child to play on.  It is not okay to introduce many more children to the area
without improving the facility and ensuring it is adequate for the large number of families who will
be utilizing it.
I am begging you to please protect my children’s educational wellbeing and vote no on this
amendment.  No more than 50 families should be allowed to move to any one area, 200 is too many
and too big of a risk.  We can alter the plan and make it so that families are still helped without
recklessly impacting the neighboring community.
Thank you,
Cheris  
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended
recipient(s), please reply to the sender and destroy all copies of the original message. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this
email, and/or any action taken in reliance on the contents of this e-mail is strictly prohibited
and may be unlawful. Where permitted by applicable law, this e-mail and other e-mail
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From: Kim Vande Griend
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to the Conversion of Embassy Suites to a Homeless Shelter
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:23:13 AM

Dear City Council Members:

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Dute, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement: The $30.9
million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21
million, there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional
$10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants
transparency in understanding the transaction details. 

Shelter Safety: Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our
shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not
be placed in an area near businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is
needed. 

Lack of Transparency:  Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode
public trust. Upholding your duty demands openness and community
involvement. 
Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing
these concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the
community. 

Sincerely, 

Kim Vande Griend
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Gerald Horner
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support Embassy Suites Hotel purchase
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 12:58:09 PM

Dear Councilmembers,
 
Thank you for taking swift and urgent action to file and approve both a Purchase and Sale
Agreement and Master Lease for the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave.
 
This site is critical because it supports families and children living in Denver who do not
have access to the safety and stability that we all need to thrive. This site will enable our
city to immediately cut our family shelter waitlist in half and serve a growing number of
families and children who struggle to afford the cost of living in Denver.
 
Additionally, I applaud you for working to create the first ever temporary housing/ shelter
site in Southeast Denver. This site makes a major commitment to our shared focus around
the equitable distribution of the homeless response system across our entire city. 

I very much support and applaud you for taking this bold action, and encourage you to
continue taking such bold action in other Council Districts and regions throughout our city
that have not yet stepped forward to support our most vulnerable community members in
this way.
 
Thank you for your leadership!
 
Sincerely,
Gerald Horner

303-653-5664
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From: Augustina Remedios
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment - Purchase and Sale Agreement and Master Lease Embassy Suites Hotel
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:16:07 PM

RE: Direct File a Purchase and Sale Agreement for the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E.
Hampden Ave - Public Comment

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Augustina Remedios and I am the Grants and Operations Manager for the
Neighborhood Development Collaborative (NDC). NDC is a coalition of 22 affordable
nonprofit housing providers working across the Denver Metro Area to find equitable
solutions for housing issues locally and across the state. 

 I am writing to express my sincere appreciation for your swift and urgent action to file and
approve both a Purchase and Sale Agreement and Master Lease for the Embassy Suites
Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave. Your commitment to addressing the critical issue of
homelessness in our city is commendable, and I am grateful for the positive impact this
decision will have on the lives of 205 families and children in Denver.

The significance of this site cannot be overstated, as it plays a crucial role in supporting
families and children who currently lack access to the safety and stability necessary for
their well-being. By utilizing this site, our city has the opportunity to immediately reduce the
family shelter waitlist, providing timely assistance to those in need. This initiative aligns
with our shared vision of creating a community where all individuals can thrive, regardless
of their circumstances.

I would also like to commend the Council for its efforts in establishing the first-ever
temporary housing/shelter site in Southeast Denver. This forward-thinking approach
demonstrates a significant commitment to achieving an equitable distribution of the
homeless response system across the entire city. I wholeheartedly support your decision
and encourage you to continue taking bold actions in other Council Districts and regions
that may not have yet stepped forward to support our most vulnerable community
members.

Your leadership in this matter is truly commendable, and I want to express my gratitude for
the positive impact it will have on our community. Initiatives like these exemplify the values
of compassion, inclusivity, and a commitment to creating a city that cares for all its
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residents. I encourage you to persist in such endeavors, making a lasting and positive
difference in the lives of those who need it most.

Thank you for your dedication and leadership in addressing this important issue.

Sincerely,

Augustina Remedios
Grants and Operations Manager
Neighborhood Development Collaborative
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From: Kevin Matthews
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Purchase and Sale Agreement and Master Lease for the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden

Ave
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:48:26 PM

Council members,
      Last month I spoke in city council chambers regarding my neighbor's rezoning for a
backyard cottage and about the general futility of our rezoning processes. I did not plan on
staying in the chamber after the initial hearing but stayed in the chamber to listen to you
debate the Mayor's ongoing effort to house our unhoused neighbors. What I heard was
disappointing, as I remain unconvinced that many of you truly understand the nature of the
problem and what is required to fix it. 
   I heard a lot about "equity", and community feedback, and how the "burden" of micro-
communities and other congregant shelters should not be placed only on the shoulders of
blacker and browner communities while wealthier and whiter communities contribute nothing
to the cause. But the solution I heard from some of you was that we need even more
community feedback, even more engagement. The idea that the inequities of public
engagement can be undone by more of the same is a fantasy. It's a delusion. There is simply
no equitable public engagement that can be done when we consider the freedom of time and
access that wealth provides, and we see that time again like we did this past weekend when a
loud minority attempted to shut down the purchase of a hotel to be used for homeless housing.
   When group living was being debated a few years back, I heard time and again about the
"overwhelming" opposition to the proposal, both in written comment and at the public
meetings, some of which I attended, but when it came to the ballot, the Group living
Amendment was passed by 70 percent of Denver voters. The required public engagement for
these rezonings is useless and provides nothing meaningful about how the majority of Denver
residents feel about any issue. However, the city of Denver did undergo another form of public
engagement last April and Fall, and the Mayor, who ran on his plan of micro-communities and
addressing our homelessness problem, won convincingly. Many of you ran and won on similar
messages. There will be another public engagement of this kind in April of 2027, and that is
the only truly one that matters.
   Recent news about the economy has been promising. We've seen a drop in inflation while
unemployment remains at record lows, along with rising wages at the lower end of the
economic ladder. Paradoxically, however, because of outdated zoning constraints on new
housing construction, housing outcomes will likely worsen and we'll see an increase in those
living on the street. This outcome is a policy choice and one whose outcome is largely in your
hands. If you're truly looking for an equitable outcome, there should be no more public
engagement of this kind while people are living on the streets.
Regards,
Kevin Matthews
1020 Madison Street
Denver, CO
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From: FredJorgensen
To: dencc - City Council; next@9news.com; russell.haythorn@denver7.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Purchase of Embassy Suites
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 10:05:31 PM

 I strongly oppose the $30.9 million purchase of Embassy Suites for the following 
reasons:

*The mayor’s office has been less than transparent on this transaction, giving us little 
time for analysis and feedback. This is actually a violation of zoning code.

*The surrounding neighborhoods have no information with regard to length of stay for 
residents, capacity of rooms, staffing, temporary status, long term use, surrounding 
encampments, inevitable increase in crime, adequacy of security, etc.

*Is this a good use of taxpayer funds? Moving families from one shelter to another 
(also double counting) and sweeping families into shelters without adequate operating 
rules is only moving existing problems indoors.

*Why are so many of these purchases involving Mayor Johnston’s former employer? 
Is this an arm’s length transaction or perhaps a conflict of interest?

*What is the appraised value of the Embassy Suites? Do Council Members 
understand that Urban Land Conservancy (the mayor’s former employer) has agreed 
to recently purchase the property for $21 Million per available documents. Now the 
purchase price is $30.9 Million. Why the lack of transparency?

*The safety of these families, especially the children, is in question. Other shelters 
involving the Salvation Army have been understaffed and numerous instances of 
overdose, assault, and even worse have been documented.

Please consider these issue prior to voting on this resolution.

Fred Jorgensen 
303.949.2151
fjorgensen@comcast.net
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From: ML Harrison
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re proposal to convert Embssy Suites to Multi-Use Housing
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 3:53:42 PM

I have been a resident of Southmoor Park East since its beginning in 1972.  During these last
51 years there has been good growth both in the neighborhood and the area.  However in more
recent years, the Hampden corridor area has definitely been slipping - good businesses
closing.  I would hate to see the neighborhood following suit though I don't know how it is
going to avoid doing so.  I find this proposal for the future of Embassy Suites as another step
down that ladder.

I am not against trying to help the homeless but until and unless those people decide to help
themselves and turn around the reasons they are in such a fix, I can't make them change nor
will any amount of "help" such as this make them do so. Therefore giving them a place to stay
that is warm and convenient during the winter would be very appealing but I see no
requirement to take  responsibility for themselves in this deal and that's why I can't beleve this
is the way to go.  I pass  people asking for money at intersections each day when I am on my
way to work - even though I am now 86 years old.  Maybe in comparison to them I have had a
very cushy life, but I do think that my survival and future are my own responsibility and I will
do my best to make it all work.

IF the residents of such a massive undertaking (on the taxpayer's nickel) were willing and able
to show that they understand what is required of them to make their lives better for themselves
and their children, I would feel better about doing such a thing.  However without such
assurances on the part of those benefiting from this effort, I cannot be in favor of it.

Marion Harrison
4054 S. Oneida St.
Denver, CO. 80237
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From: CASEY S
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: Jennifer Esbenshade; Fred Jorgensen; Jack Green
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: CR23-1968 - Resolution to purchase the Embassy Suites at 7525 E Hampden Ave
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:26:15 AM
Attachments: 2023-12-16 Resolution.pdf

SPEHA Flier - Embassy Suites.pdf

Attached is the Resolution opposing the conversion of the Embassy Suites by Southmoor Park
East HOA and RNO and an exhibit for consideration by the members of the council at tonight's
meeting.
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Southmoor Park East – Important Announcement 
 


Did you know…. The City of Denver plans to convert the Embassy Suites on Hampden Ave to a 


temporary homeless shelter primarily for families by the end of the year? 


  


 


What is your HOA doing? 


Gathering information by networking with other HOA’s, talking to neighboring businesses, 


meeting with Councilwoman Diana Romero-Campbell, educating ourselves about how shelters 


operate and how to ensure they are safe for our community, and attending City council 


meetings.  


 


What is next? What can you do? 


1. Attend our HOA meeting December 13th, 6:30 PM at Southmoor Elementary cafeteria to 


hear what we know and share your thoughts. The Board may take a position based on 


feedback at this meeting.  


2. Attend the Community meeting held by City Council Saturday, December 16th, 10AM at 


Hamilton Middle School, 8600 E Dartmouth Ave, Denver, CO 80231 


3. Email our Councilwoman, Diana Romero-Campbell and her aids to voice your opinion.  


Diana.Romerocampbell@denvergov.org  


andrew.brooks@denvergov.org 


macy.conant@denvergov.org 
  


The board considers this to be a potential safety issue for the neighborhood and is working hard to get the best 
possible outcome for all concerned but we need the community’s input and help. Please get your questions 


and opinion heard by attending this Community meeting, December 16th. 


 



mailto:Diana.Romerocampbell@denvergov.org

mailto:andrew.brooks@denvergov.org

mailto:macy.conant@denvergov.org





Below is the communication we received from Councilwoman Diana Romero-Campbell 
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From: Amy Bales
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Comment for 12/18 Council Meeting
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:15:49 PM

December 18, 2023

To: Denver City Council 

From: Amy Bales,  

I am writing today to express my deep concern re: your dereliction of duty as fiduciary
stewards for the taxpayers of Denver County and your complete and total disregard
for the Denver constituents you were elected to represent. 

We are all aware the city is facing an unprecedented homeless and illegal immigrant
influx throughout our streets and communities. The cause of these problems will likely
be debated for many years to come however, most pressing, is how our city responds
to such matters present day. 

Since Mayor Mike Johnston’s inauguration, his primary focus has been housing a
mere 1,000 people. Our city has spent millions of dollars on his futile campaign
promises. 

Your repeated extensions of the Homeless Emergency Act have cost taxpayers not
only dollars but also lost time of City employees that could have been spent on other
issues directly affecting housed taxpayers.  Additionally, the approval by the council
for the city of Denver to purchase several defunct hotels under the guise of providing
‘temporary housing’ and it being an ‘investment for taxpayers’ is tantamount to the
icing on our crumbling cake. At the very least these expenditure’s should be put to a
vote of the people as we are the one’s paying for it. 

City of Denver resident’s, burdened not only by the increased costs of absolutely
everything due to inflation resulting from fallout of various COVID pandemic
responses, are simultaneously facing exorbitant cost of living increases from sources
arising primarily from the actions of our own State house. After our legislature failed to
provide any meaningful, measurable property tax relief in their recent special session,
despite Colorado Voter’s direct indications to do so, coupled with the Denver City
Council’s apparent unwillingness to address local mill levies to create some relief of
the anticipated 35%+ crippling increase which is sure to result in more Denver
resident homelessness, we are now also expected to bear the full costs of the
emerging multi-million dollar Denver Homeless Industrial Complex. 

I urge a ‘No’ vote on the measure for the City of Denver to purchase the hotel

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!iKPG4YPcqJhcjGTW3gWeJKVtvj9FxzjFLC4cicq1D9O_r2n4QwISubw_CKyKOoSLagyHNzTu3Ep3fWOz6amkfqP5WYPggb6-$
mailto:ymagirl2000@yahoo.com
mailto:dencc@denvergov.org


property at 7525 E. Hampden Avenue. Denver residents have not authorized the
Council to get into the Homeless Hotel business. I would also urge to you encourage
Governor Polis to advocate for closing our Southern border and recriminalizing
fentanyl which is wreaking havoc throughout the homeless community. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Bales
2407 S. Tennyson St.
Denver, CO 80219
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From: Aaron Kelly
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Homeless shelter 7525 E. Hampden Ave., Denver.
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 8:11:21 AM

Hi, I'm writing in opposition of the homeless shelter at the Embassy Suites, 7525 E. Hampden
Ave.  

This project is not a good fit for the surrounding area.  Minimal information has been provided
by the city (1 email?) and now it appears there is a proposal for the city to purchase the
property for $30,000,000?  Again, significant lack of information for a hot button issue that
will have a generally negative impact on the surrounding area.  This price is a significant
premium for what that property is worth, there are far more better uses for that amount of
money.  One duty of elected officials is to communicate with their constituencies.  This has
not occurred.  

Lastly, there is an on-going homeless problem in this area that should be solved before adding
more homeless to the mix.  i.e. ongoing encampment at I-25 and Hampden.  On-going
encampment under the I-225 bridge & S. Quebec.

Thank you.  Aaron Kelly, 6565 E. Mansfield Ave., Denver.  

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!hcPIz-yWiBa8Ic128CsVy9tzMd7j1eQqCwCT5CXrKCl8JRrp4GWYq6mhRJ8SpksB9IsqdZdfMCrk8sruBosLxav5BdTq_FX5cjGW43gvVTTg2Vj6cZrhu3eUVjMr$
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From: richard nrcadvice.com
To: Barry Maness; Steve Hall
Cc: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez; GRIEBSR2@msn.com; NALCHall

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: SUBECT: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 2:18:27 PM

Can we copy and paste ok by you Steve?  Thank you.  

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Barry Maness <barryhmaness@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2023 2:04:31 PM
To: Steve Hall <stevehall1@aol.com>
Cc: dencc@denvergov.org <dencc@denvergov.org>; district4@denvergov.org
<district4@denvergov.org>; district1@denvergov.org <district1@denvergov.org>;
kevin.flynn@denvergov.org <kevin.flynn@denvergov.org>; district3@denvergov.org
<district3@denvergov.org>; denvercouncil5@denvergov.org <denvercouncil5@denvergov.org>;
paul.kashmann@denvergov.org <paul.kashmann@denvergov.org>; district7@denvergov.org
<district7@denvergov.org>; district8@denvergov.org <district8@denvergov.org>;
district9@denvergov.org <district9@denvergov.org>; district10@denvergov.org
<district10@denvergov.org>; stacie.gilmore@denvergov.org <stacie.gilmore@denvergov.org>;
paradyatlarge@denvergov.org <paradyatlarge@denvergov.org>; g-gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org
<g-gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org>; GRIEBSR2@msn.com <GRIEBSR2@msn.com>; NALCHall
<nalchall@aol.com>; richard nrcadvice.com <richard@nrcadvice.com>
Subject: Re: SUBECT: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
 
Amazing letter
Hope they see it
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 17, 2023, at 1:44 PM, Steve Hall <stevehall1@aol.com> wrote:



Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions
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affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase
Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban
Land Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of
interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional
$10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant
increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction
details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our
shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier
shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes
and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public
trust. Upholding your duty demands openness and community
involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable
leadership. Addressing these concerns promptly is essential
to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Additional Concerns and Questions to Be Resolved
Prior to Agreement:

Definition of "Families" that meet the requirements for living in the
Embassy Suites Homeless Facility.

Preventing Growth of Additional Homeless
Populations into the Neighborhood -- How to keep this
shelter from attracting other homeless populations into our
neighborhood.

Addition of More Police into the Area to Support Safety with the
New Shelter.

Additional City Programs to Encourage Stability of
Existing Businesses and Incoming New
Businesses in the Area.

Specific City-Funded Measures to Prevent
Loitering and Panhandling in the Parks and
Neighborhoods and Misuse of Port-a-Johns



Prevention of Public Misuse of Embassy Suite
Shelter Restrooms and Local Business Restrooms.

Final Shelter Goals to be Defined with Specificity

Frequent Public Monitoring of Accomplishment of
Final Goals and Publication of Shelter Performance
Metrics, with Corrective Measures Prescribed as
Necessary within Prescribed Periods / Penalties
For Non-Performance to Include the Shutting Down
of the Shelter.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Hall
6580 E. Mansfield Ave.
Denver, CO  80237-1224

stevehall1@aol.com
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From: nalchall
To: richard nrcadvice.com
Cc: Barry Maness; Steve Hall; dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC

Member District 2 Denver City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District
6 Denver City Council; City Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District
10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of
Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez; griebsr2@msn.com

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: SUBECT: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 2:29:41 PM

Steve says it’s fine to copy, paste, and resend. We are sending separate letters. It’s all about
the numbers now. More is better. 
Thanks, 
Steve’s Assistant 

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 17, 2023, at 2:18 PM, richard nrcadvice.com <richard@nrcadvice.com>
wrote:


Can we copy and paste ok by you Steve?  Thank you.  

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Barry Maness <barryhmaness@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2023 2:04:31 PM
To: Steve Hall <stevehall1@aol.com>
Cc: dencc@denvergov.org <dencc@denvergov.org>; district4@denvergov.org
<district4@denvergov.org>; district1@denvergov.org <district1@denvergov.org>;
kevin.flynn@denvergov.org <kevin.flynn@denvergov.org>; district3@denvergov.org
<district3@denvergov.org>; denvercouncil5@denvergov.org
<denvercouncil5@denvergov.org>; paul.kashmann@denvergov.org
<paul.kashmann@denvergov.org>; district7@denvergov.org
<district7@denvergov.org>; district8@denvergov.org <district8@denvergov.org>;
district9@denvergov.org <district9@denvergov.org>; district10@denvergov.org
<district10@denvergov.org>; stacie.gilmore@denvergov.org
<stacie.gilmore@denvergov.org>; paradyatlarge@denvergov.org
<paradyatlarge@denvergov.org>; g-gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org <g-
gutierrez.atlarge@denvergov.org>; GRIEBSR2@msn.com <GRIEBSR2@msn.com>;
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NALCHall <nalchall@aol.com>; richard nrcadvice.com <richard@nrcadvice.com>
Subject: Re: SUBECT: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless
Shelter Site
 
Amazing letter
Hope they see it
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 17, 2023, at 1:44 PM, Steve Hall <stevehall1@aol.com>
wrote:



Dear City Council Members and Mayor
Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent
decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and
Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale
involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased
by ULC for $21 million, there are questions about the
sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10
million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This
significant increase warrants transparency in
understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues
at our shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911
calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an
area near businesses homes and schools.
Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency
erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands
openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and
accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your



fiduciary duty to the community.

Additional Concerns and Questions to Be
Resolved Prior to Agreement:

Definition of "Families" that meet the requirements
for living in the Embassy Suites Homeless Facility.

Preventing Growth of Additional Homeless
Populations into the Neighborhood -- How
to keep this shelter from attracting other
homeless populations into our neighborhood.

Addition of More Police into the Area to Support
Safety with the New Shelter.

Additional City Programs to Encourage
Stability of Existing Businesses and
Incoming New Businesses in the Area.

Specific City-Funded Measures to
Prevent Loitering and Panhandling in
the Parks and Neighborhoods and
Misuse of Port-a-Johns

Prevention of Public Misuse of Embassy
Suite Shelter Restrooms and Local
Business Restrooms.

Final Shelter Goals to be Defined with
Specificity

Frequent Public Monitoring of
Accomplishment of Final Goals and
Publication of Shelter Performance
Metrics, with Corrective Measures
Prescribed as Necessary within
Prescribed Periods / Penalties For Non-
Performance to Include the Shutting
Down of the Shelter.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Hall
6580 E. Mansfield Ave.
Denver, CO  80237-1224

stevehall1@aol.com





This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
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From: richardweil3961@gmail.com
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez; griebsr2@msn.com

Cc: "Steve Hall"; "Barry Maness"; nalchall@aol.com; "sstich9083"; william.fleming777@gmail.com;
lucillesiegal@comcast.net; "Paul Lambert"; "Donelle Jordinelli"; "Weilmaryann@gmail.com"; "MIMI"; "Jacquie
Schwindt"; "Richard Weil"

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: SUBECT: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:34:01 AM

Dear Mayor Johnston and Respective Denver
City Council Members:

My name is Richard Weil, and I am the President
of a smaller HOA that is within Southmoor Park
HOA called New Fortner and we are located just
east of Monaco and south of Hampden Ave. Two
of our board members have already sent a copy
of this letter to you all this past weekend and I am
copying all the members of our association as
well in this email.

I am a native born and raised in Denver and I
attended Thomas Jefferson High School and
graduated in 1974.  I reside in Southmoor Park at
the address indicated below.  This is a follow up
to the meeting that was held this past Saturday
December 16, 2023, at Hamilton Middle School.

I urgently express concerns regarding recent
decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase
Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale
involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) raises
concerns about conflict of interest. Initially
purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for
an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants
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transparency in understanding the transaction
details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing
issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not
be placed in an area near businesses homes and
schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency
erode public trust. Upholding your duty demands
openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and
accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your
fiduciary duty to the community.
 
Additional Concerns and Questions to Be
Resolved Prior to Agreement:
 

Definition of "Families" that meet the
requirements for living in the Embassy
Suites Homeless Facility.
 
Preventing Growth of Additional Homeless
Populations into the Neighborhood -- How
to keep this shelter from attracting other
homeless populations into our
neighborhood.
 
Addition of More Police into the Area to
Support Safety with the New Shelter.
 
Additional City Programs to Encourage
Stability of Existing Businesses and
Incoming New Businesses in the Area.
 
Specific City-Funded Measures to Prevent
Loitering and Panhandling in the Parks and
Neighborhoods and Misuse of Port-a-Johns
 
Prevention of Public Misuse of Embassy
Suite Shelter Restrooms and Local



Business Restrooms.
 
Final Shelter Goals to be Defined with
Specificity
 
Frequent Public Monitoring of
Accomplishment of Final Goals and
Publication of Shelter Performance Metrics,
with Corrective Measures Prescribed as
Necessary within Prescribed Periods /
Penalties For Non-Performance to
Include the Shutting Down of the Shelter.
 
Your subsequent follow up and need to
make the “right decision” is appreciated and
the guidance of your constituents expected.
 
 

Sincerely,
 
Richard F. Weil
3961 S Magnolia Way
Denver, CO  80237-1224
 
Richardweil3961@gmail.com
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From: Barry Maness
To: Steve Hall
Cc: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez; GRIEBSR2@msn.com; NALCHall; Richard nrcadvice.com

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: SUBECT: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 2:06:16 PM

Amazing letter
Hope they see it
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 17, 2023, at 1:44 PM, Steve Hall <stevehall1@aol.com> wrote:



Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions
affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase
Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban
Land Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of
interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional
$10 million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant
increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction
details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our
shelters. This includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier
shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes
and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public
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trust. Upholding your duty demands openness and community
involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable
leadership. Addressing these concerns promptly is essential
to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Additional Concerns and Questions to Be Resolved
Prior to Agreement:

Definition of "Families" that meet the requirements for living in the
Embassy Suites Homeless Facility.

Preventing Growth of Additional Homeless
Populations into the Neighborhood -- How to keep this
shelter from attracting other homeless populations into our
neighborhood.

Addition of More Police into the Area to Support Safety with the
New Shelter.

Additional City Programs to Encourage Stability of
Existing Businesses and Incoming New
Businesses in the Area.

Specific City-Funded Measures to Prevent
Loitering and Panhandling in the Parks and
Neighborhoods and Misuse of Port-a-Johns

Prevention of Public Misuse of Embassy Suite
Shelter Restrooms and Local Business Restrooms.

Final Shelter Goals to be Defined with Specificity

Frequent Public Monitoring of Accomplishment of
Final Goals and Publication of Shelter Performance
Metrics, with Corrective Measures Prescribed as
Necessary within Prescribed Periods / Penalties
For Non-Performance to Include the Shutting Down
of the Shelter.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Hall
6580 E. Mansfield Ave.
Denver, CO  80237-1224

stevehall1@aol.com
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From: Kay Olson
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Resolution 23-1968 - Embassy Suites - 7525 E Hampden Ave
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 10:57:08 AM

I am writing today regarding Resolution 23-1968 – Embassy Suites – 7525 E. Hampden Ave.   
District 4.
 
First; I find the lack of transparency and rushed timeline regarding this resolution shocking.
The community meeting for the directly nearby residences and business is scheduled 2 days
before the final vote. The communication sent to community members was sent so late, there
was little time for reaction. Meetings scheduled prior to the December 16th meeting were so
small on the postcard it was illegible. Was the council hoping that lack of advance notice and
scheduling of the meeting on the last weekend before Christmas a calculated and conscious
choice so that the matter would be lost in the busy season? It certainly appears and feels to be
the case. This terrible decision is being forced on the residents and businesses in District 4.
 
This particular area in District 4 is struggling already. Due to the already present population of
transients, many businesses have closed. There are no unlocked or even available public
restrooms in the nearby businesses. With the promise of the nearby shelter, more businesses
are planning to relocate. My dentist is in the building across the parking lot from Embassy
Suites and is planning on moving upon approval of the resolution. This area is rapidly
declining, and the resolution will surely increase the pace of the decline. 
 
The area simply cannot support the increase of population. The nearby schools are already
past capacity. More traffic will be problematic. There will be fewer nearby businesses as many
will close and move. Sidewalks are in disrepair and walking will be difficult. The light rail
station is more than a mile from the shelter. Police presence is very much non-existent.
Vandalism and theft is at a high level for nearby residents. Business travelers, visiting friends
and family will not longer have the choice to stay near the DTC and those they have come to
visit. Due to the lack of visitors, businesses will notice a lack of revenue. Nearby parks are
small and were not designed for massive amounts of usage. The likelihood of new businesses
moving to the area with the shelter nearby is non-existent. The shelter is simply way way way
too close to neighborhood residents.
 
The closest residential community located literally in the backyard of the shelter is
Morningside Condos. I am a homeowner at Morningside. The condo complex is primarily

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/M87Ej6RJKlw!i0PGYWJ9hpYyzQS2foSeR_O2TN7yNASHwum-52vuzs3UgwYsD1ER2WEu1xDMvrlF5mzWdifZtN13-Mq5fKzkRpH7OuRAVm7tJw$
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inhabited by elderly already vulnerable residents. I am 68 and I am on the younger end of the
residents. There are indeed some younger folks, but the majority are older than me. I
personally have a very limited time frame during the day when I feel comfortable walking in the
area. Most of the elderly residents are on a fixed income and do not have the resources to
move if the shelter moves in, they will need to sit back and watch their property values
decrease, insurance rates increase, limit the safe activity outside of their homes, deal with
reduced services in the area and generally just be scared and feel trapped. Really? Is this what
the City of Denver wants? Shameful.
 
Single mothers and children. Children are legally children until age 18. This means an influx of
unsupervised teenagers wandering the area. Another problem for residents and businesses.
 
The wraparound services for the proposed new residents are no where near close to the
shelter. Most services are downtown. Does that mean no assistance during a crisis situation?
Will the trip to access services simply be to long and difficult to achieve for the shelter
residents? There will probably be security for the shelter residents but none for the
surrounding area.
 
I am assuming there will be rules for the shelter. No alcohol, no drugs etc.. I worked with a
church to assist sheltering individuals for a number of years. The rules did help inside the
shelter. However, what happened repeatedly was that the residents would simply go outside,
to a park or open space, to do what they wanted and then return to the shelter leaving
discarded bottles, trash and needles scattered about. With full confidence I can report that
this will happen with this proposed shelter.
 
It is not lost on me that no one wants a shelter in their backyard. This shelter will not only be in
my backyard, but it will also literally be at my backdoor. My backdoor is on the little park
closest to the shelter. The one being touted as a nearby recreation area. It is used now a
reasonable level. Reasonable noise. Fairly trash free. The park hours seem appropriate for the
level of use. This level of personal security and well-being will be gone. Park hours will likely be
ignored. My life will change and not in a good way at all. I’m disappointed, discouraged and
feel ignored by the City of Denver.
 
The residents in this area have built their lives here. Their financial security is dependent on
their investment in their properties. They selected their homes considering the surrounding
area. The amenities, the location in a stable residential neighborhood. A shelter in the middle
of an established residential area is not an idea that should be proposed or even considered. It
is a cruel attack on those who have been living in the area, paying taxes and voting for a long
time. Why? Why is this being forced on us? It’s unwelcome, unwanted, and inappropriate. Our
council member, Diana Romero Campbell sent an email stating that she is honored to have
this property selected. The email also requested donations. We are far from honored. We will
not be donating. We are enraged and vehemently oppose this proposal. It won’t affect her
neighborhood, so I suppose it seems like not a big deal to her. It is a HUGE deal for us.



 
VOTE NO ON RESOLUTION 23-1968!!!!!!!!!! IT IS A BAD IDEA. 
 
Regards,
Kay Olson
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From: Perry Ralph
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] STOP the Embassy Suites near Hampden
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 10:46:33 AM

Good Day

I'm reaching out today in regards to the potential Embassy Suites off Hampden being
transformed into a homeless shelter. I Our family have experience with the homeless - family
members runs a charities outside of denver.   We understand reasons behind homeless with
addiction problems or mental illness near or at the top.  I applaud the Mayor’s effort to reduce
homelessness in denver,  I feel it is somewhat short sighted. If feels like the approach is to
onlu say a political promise is met 

This plan on the hotel not a good area to put families. First of all they will be in the middle of
businesses .. that is not a home-like environment. Secondly, Hampdem is an insanely busy
road. Lots of accidents/high speeds. I can't even imagine these kids trying to cross that
intersection. 

We have something special in the Southmoore East area.. We live in a city but our kids run
free without fear. We can allow them to ride the bike to the park and have similar freedoms
that I had growing up in a suburb. I don't want to move to the suburbs because I feel it lacks
diversity, but there are real concerns about the homeless moving into this hotel with very little
background information. How do we know none of these folks have backgrounds in child
related crimes? 

We do not appreciate how the city is moving forward with very little community involvement.
It feels sneaky and rushed. WE WILL NOT FORGET come voting time.. let's correct this
NOW.  Please put a stop to this process. 

We have a 2-year-old granddaughter living near the hotel and we frequent the nearby park,
just across Hampden from the current Embassy Suites location.  I fully support the
southmore HOA position on this purchase and use of as homeless shelter  This week
please slow down the process ( lack of timely comunication and no community input) or
even STOP the Embassy Suites near Hampden & I-25 from becoming a homeless
shelter. 

Sincerely,
Perry Ralph
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From: Chris Miller
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Strong support for purchase of the Embassy Suites on E Hampden to provide housing to people

experiencing homelessness
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:58:10 PM

Hi City Council, I'm Christopher Miller, a parent/homeowner who lives in Council District 4,
approximately one mile from the Embassy Suites building on Hampden. I strongly support this
project and think it's an honor for District 4 to contribute to housing more of our currently
unhoused neighbors. I can't think of a better building than an old hotel with suite-style rooms
to house families. My children are ages 9 and 6 and attend Denver Public Schools. We will
keep our kids enrolled at their current school. We will continue shopping at Tamarac and
additional local businesses near the site. We will continue taking our kids to the many great
parks near the site, including Hutchinson, Southmoor, Bible, Golden Key and Rosamond.
Unhoused families are just like us, only that society has harmed them in ways my family has
yet (but could at some point in the future) to experience. Many of us are a lost job, illness,
tragedy, etc from experiencing housing instability. We owe it to our unhoused community
members to help them get a safe place to live to help them get back on their feet. Thank you
for supporting this project.

Thank you,
Christopher Miller
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From: Steve Hall
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Cc: GRIEBSR2@msn.com; NALCHall; Richard nrcadvice.com; Barry Maness
Subject: [EXTERNAL] SUBECT: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 1:44:46 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our
community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land
Conservancy (ULC) raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially
purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are questions about the sudden
demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in
understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This
includes a drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be
placed in an area near businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention
is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust.
Upholding your duty demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership.
Addressing these concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your
fiduciary duty to the community.

Additional Concerns and Questions to Be Resolved Prior to
Agreement:

Definition of "Families" that meet the requirements for living in the Embassy
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Suites Homeless Facility.

Preventing Growth of Additional Homeless Populations into the
Neighborhood -- How to keep this shelter from attracting other
homeless populations into our neighborhood.

Addition of More Police into the Area to Support Safety with the New Shelter.

Additional City Programs to Encourage Stability of Existing
Businesses and Incoming New Businesses in the Area.

Specific City-Funded Measures to Prevent Loitering and
Panhandling in the Parks and Neighborhoods and Misuse of
Port-a-Johns

Prevention of Public Misuse of Embassy Suite Shelter
Restrooms and Local Business Restrooms.

Final Shelter Goals to be Defined with Specificity

Frequent Public Monitoring of Accomplishment of Final Goals
and Publication of Shelter Performance Metrics, with
Corrective Measures Prescribed as Necessary within
Prescribed Periods / Penalties For Non-Performance to
Include the Shutting Down of the Shelter.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Hall
6580 E. Mansfield Ave.
Denver, CO  80237-1224

stevehall1@aol.com



This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

    Report Suspicious    

From: Tatyana Chashnik
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Subject: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 9:12:22 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC) 
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there are 
questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the total to 
$30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the transaction 
details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic 
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses homes 
and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty 
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these concerns 
promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Tatyana Chashnik

Sent from my iPhone
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From: John Esbenshade
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Subject: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 9:36:42 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Additionally, where does the city and county of Denver have $30.9M to acquire a property?
Are there federal dollars involved cause nobody has mentioned that point in the process.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools as our strong preference would be a high barrier shetler. Immediate
attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

John
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From: Dan Migala
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Subject: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 1:18:15 PM

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy (ULC)
raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 million, there
are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 million, bringing the
total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants transparency in understanding the
transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a drastic
spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near businesses
homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your duty
demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,

Dan Migala
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From: Jazmin Chavez
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Embassy Suites Family Shelter-
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:53:55 AM

To the Esteemed Council Members- 

I am a resident of District 4 and live about a mile a land a half from the proposed
family shelter. I am urgently imploring you to please move forward with his purchase
to create a family shelter in our neighborhood. 

I have seen families begging for food and money with their small children on the
corner of 1-25 and Hampden and I am always concerned for their safety and also the
well being of the small children. 

We all must do our part to help families in need and I believe this is a great way to
do that in our neighborhood.  I would encourage the council to also hear the
concerns of our neighbors to ensure the safety of all and to consider perhaps making
it a high barring shelter and not low so that we can best support families in their
recovery, if they are facing substance abuse issues, and to ensure the safety of folks
within that area.

Regardless, I proudly support the opening of a family shelter in district 4 and will be
donating items to Council Woman Diana’s office this week. 

Thank you for your leadership and service 

Jazmin Chavez 

Jazmin Chavez 
My Calendar 
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From: Melody
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Embassy Suites
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 3:00:23 PM

My  name is Melody and I live in District 4. I just want to share my support for the planned
transitional housing for families and children at the Embassy Suites on Hampden.

There is no easy solution for those experiencing homelessness.  I applaud Councilwoman
Romero Campbell for advocating that the Mayor’s plan for District 4 include housing for
families and children. Seeking to provide a temporary and safe haven for those in need,
aligns with our shared values of compassion, dignity, and the well-being of all residents that
reside in our district. While single adults may be the most visible of those experiencing
homelessness, children and families are the most vulnerable and I fully support this
initiative to house them in our neighborhood. 

I appreciate the work CW Romero Campbell has done and will continue to do for all
residents of her District.

Thank you.
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From: Debra Meyer
To: City Council District 8; Office of Councilwoman Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady;

dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Housing Site
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 11:15:43 AM

Dear Councilmembers,

Thank you for taking swift and urgent action to uphold human dignity for our unhoused neighbors. 
We urge your support for the project to create a shelter at the former Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525
E. Hampden Ave.

This site is critical because it supports families and children living in Denver who do not have access
to the safety and stability that we all need to thrive. This site will enable our city to immediately cut
our family shelter waitlist in half and serve a growing number of families and children who struggle
to afford the cost of living in Denver.

Additionally, I applaud you for working to create the first ever temporary housing/ shelter site in
Southeast Denver. This site makes a major commitment to our shared focus around the equitable
distribution of the homeless response system across our entire city. I very much support and
applaud you for taking this bold action, and encourage you to continue taking such bold action in
other Council Districts and regions throughout our city that have not yet stepped forward to support
our most vulnerable community members in this way.

Thank you for your leadership!

Sincerely,
Debra Meyer, Resident District 8
Leader with Together Colorado
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From: Nolan Hahn
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Embassy Suites Project
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 1:32:26 PM

Dear Councilmembers, 

Thank you for taking action to file and approve both a Purchase and Sale Agreement and
Master Lease for the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave. 

This site is critical because it supports families and children living in Denver who do not have
access to the safety and stability that we all need to thrive. This site will enable our city to
immediately cut our family shelter waitlist in half and serve a growing number of families and
children who struggle to afford the cost of living in Denver. Additionally, I applaud you for
working to create the first ever temporary housing/ shelter site in Southeast Denver. This site
makes a major commitment to our shared focus around the equitable distribution of the
homeless response system across our entire city. 
I very much support you for taking this bold action and encourage you to continue taking such
bold action in other Council Districts and regions throughout our city that have not yet stepped
forward to support our most vulnerable community members in this way. 

Thank you for your leadership! 

Sincerely,

Nolan Hahn
President, La Alma Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association 
Lead, Yimby Denver
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From: Mary Jane Rapport
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] support of transition of Embassy Suites - District 4
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 8:32:12 PM

My husband and I live in District 4, and we are in full support of the purchase and use
of the Embassy Suites on Hampden to provide transitional housing for families with
children. We believe this is an ideal location in our District that offers opportunities for
families with children to have safe living spaces and build productive lives. We
commend the City Council for taking this action. 
We have MANY neighbors who are in agreement with us, too. 
Thank you,
Mary Jane 

--------------------
Mary Jane Rapport
phone: 720-849-5252
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From: marie ezman
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Tamarac Family Shelter
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2023 10:38:39 PM

As a longtime property owner at Morningside Condos I need to voice my strong 
opposition to the converting Embassy Suites to family “shelter “.
Listen to us! We’re the home owners, renters, small and large businesses that do not 
want this “shelter “
Listen to us! We’re the people who voted you to be our voice in our community! You 
represent us, our concerns, our wishes for the future of our community.
We voiced our strong opposition to this at the meeting December 16. Did you hear 
our voices? Are you listening to us? 
You are fast forwarding this agenda because the community is in strong opposition of 
it.
Refuse to grant the sale of this property to be used as a family “shelter “.
Let us know that you have heard our voices.

Sent from my iPad
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From: Rachael McClair
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: James McClair
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Temporary Housing at the Embassy Suites on Hampden
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:08:06 PM

To the Denver City Council - 

My name is Rachael McClair. My family moved to District 4 in 2018. I am the pastor of
Highlands Church in Denver, in the Platt Park neighborhood. My husband James and I are in
support of converting the Embassy Suites on Hampden into temporary housing. We are both
actively involved in various efforts to support unhoused individuals and families in Denver.
We are familiar with the people who are directly impacted by the unaffordability of Denver -
we hear their stories and see how being unhoused contributes to many other difficulties, such
as keeping their children in school, providing nutritional food, and maintaining other aspects
of good health. 

We are aware that many neighborhoods have concerns over complications that having a
temporary homeless shelter in the community can bring. In our experience, we have found that
providing people housing, even temporarily, alleviates many of the concerns, rather than
contributes to them, particularly when shelters are set up with proximity to other resources,
such as transportation, grocery stores, etc. Having housing is a key to maintaining
employment, which we know helps prevent and mitigate 'alternative' income-generating
behaviors. 

Our family is a family with a strong spiritual faith, and so we come to this conversation from
this foundation as well. As a Christian pastor, I am inspired by the story of the Good
Samaritan who used his resources (time and money) to not only care for a man beaten on the
side of the road, but to also provide temporary shelter and continued care for an additional
night. 

I know many folks in the community are concerned about realities such as decreased property
values when things like temporary shelters or affordable housing are installed in the
neighborhood - and I get that. I really do. But I hope that we can hold the welfare of our
unhoused neighbors at a higher concern. I realize that there are steps we need to take to ensure
that plans like the one for the Embassy Suites are implemented safely, but I hope we can work
towards those, and not get stuck in the "not in my neighborhood" rhetoric I have heard around
town. 

Thanks for hearing us and taking our support into account. 

Rachael and James McClair
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From: Deslie Hamersky
To: dencc - City Council; District 4 City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver

City Council; District 3; City Council District 5; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City
Council District 7; City Council District 8; City Council District 9; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
XA1404 Member Denver City Council; Office of Councilwoman Sarah Parady; Office of Councilwoman Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimonial: YOUR FUDICIARY RESPONSIBILITY: VOTE NO
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:26:43 PM

To each and every elected council member about to vote on using $30.1 million of tax paying
funds to purchase the Embassy Suites for the Tamarac Shelter...

This approval is not a question of if you support getting "families - i.e. at least 1 adult & 1
child under 18" off the street/moved from another shelter, this approval and vote is you
signaling that with full and utter complete confidence that you are doing your
fiduciary responsibilities to the tax-payer, voters you serve. 

Doing your fiduciary responsibility means you can answer YES to these:

1. You have held the Mayor accountable on our behalf to ensure he has comprehensive
risk management plans in place for the communities his House1000 initiative impacts
(see below)

2. You have held the Mayor accountable on our behalf to ensure he is holding every third
& fourth party, e.g. Salvation Army, delivering his House1000 initiative to the same risk
management standards

3. You have proof the Mayor has no conflict of interest in continuing to funnel majority if
not all shelter deals through ULC, a subsidiary of the company he use to serve as a CEO

4. You factually know that the Mayor, his administration, or any of your council people
are not making any money directly or indirectly off this contract

5. You completely understand and see why the final purchase price has increased $10M
using additional tax paying funds

I have worked 13 years in one of the most regulated industries in this country, banking &
wealth management, and unfortunately for me--unlike the Mayor--I don't just get access to
funds by highlighting what "hopeful" success my project will have. 

Instead I must earn the confidence that my success will come with little to no regulatory,
reputational, or operational risk to the company. How do I do that??

As a project owner, I MUST in an auditable fashion:

Comprehensively outline what risks I am introducing to our customers, stakeholders,
and employees by launching any initiative, including partnering with third-party
vendors
List every scenario of what would drive that risk to happen
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Evaluate every scenario for the likelihood and impact it would have if it came true to
our customers, stakeholders, and employees

Now the fun part, for every scenario with any incremental risk to clients, stakeholders or
employees, I MUST outline a series of controls that would ensure we minimize the risk to
essentially zero to ensure that I remain in control as the project owner limiting our risk
exposure as a company. 

There are 3 types of controls, I must use together to reduce risk:

1. Preventative: this type of control helps prevent this risk from ever happening
2. Detective: this type of control helps monitor if the risk is starting to materialize
3. Directive: this type of control helps direct what we do when the risk materializes to a

threshold we are not comfortable with

Once I have these outlined, I must 

1. test these controls to ensure they work at measuring the right things and in the right
ways

2. prove that any of our third-parties can also adhere to our controls
3. commit to the exact frequency & monitoring of these controls & how we will

document our actions we said we would if a risk starts to materialize
4. outline the exit plan for if things go off the rails we know exactly how to shut it down

This and ONLY this is how I gain the confidence to get financial approval to move forward
with an initiative because this is how I demonstrate to regulators, leaders, and our customers
we have things under control, take their investment seriously, and hopefully will see the
success I think we will without any additional risk to them. 

The vote you are about to make today is the checks and balances we rely on in this democracy.
It is the check we as constituents depend on. It is the only thing we have for you to ensure the
project owner here, the Mayor, is in fact taking this investment seriously and demonstrating to
you that he understands ALL the risks his initiative brings to your communities and
EXACTLY what he will do when it doesn't go to plan. 

If the meeting on Saturday demonstrated one thing, it is that the Mayor takes none of the risks
and concerns of his project seriously, he defers all accountability to other departments,
agreements, or companies, and he has no risk monitoring or mitigation plans. 

The only thing you should be confident in is his inability to manage this project and lack of
accountability he is taking, which should terrify each and every one of you on behalf of your
constituents & communities. 

His project ownership is what you are voting on today. It is NOT your desire to help
children and families. 

Plus, if any of you actually cared about the safety of these kids and your communities, you
will vote no until this administration does not defer accountability but steps up to it and
supplies an exhaustive list of how he and the Salvation Army are mitigating their risks to
zero. 



The Mayor himself demonstrated Saturday that hasn't even thought about the safety of
children under 5 living 100 ft from one of the busiest streets or in a complex that has open air
multi-story banisters. 

How many children's lives are you ready to have on your conscience simply because you
are not slowing down to properly manage your risks? 

I implore you to vote no and demonstrate to your constituents that you are serving their best
interest by demanding more thoughtfulness. 

I can guarantee if you don't, each and every vote yes will be held as an accomplice to the
failures and we will hold you responsible. 

Follow your own emergency response protocol to ensure people are confident when something
happens: be prepared, know your plan. 

Vote NO until you are prepared and know your plan. 

Thank you, 
Deslie Hamersky
Resident of District 4

-- 
Deslie Hamersky
dhamersky@gmail.com
303.587.8638
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From: carol denewiler
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Transparency regarding sale of Embassy Suites Hotel
Date: Friday, December 15, 2023 7:30:47 PM

Subject: CB 23-1968 Opposition to District 4 Embassy Suites Homeless Shelter Site

Dear City Council Members and Mayor Johnston,

I urgently express concerns regarding recent decisions affecting our community:

Fiduciary Duty, Conflict of Interest, and Purchase Agreement:

The $30.9 million Embassy Suites Hotel sale involving Urban Land Conservancy 
(ULC) raises concerns about conflict of interest. Initially purchased by ULC for $21 
million, there are questions about the sudden demand by Mike for an additional $10 
million, bringing the total to $30,900,000. This significant increase warrants 
transparency in understanding the transaction details.

Shelter Safety:

Recent incidents highlight safety and staffing issues at our shelters. This includes a 
drastic spike in 911 calls. Low barrier shelters should not be placed in an area near 
businesses homes and schools. Immediate attention is needed.

Lack of Transparency:

Hasty public hearings and a lack of transparency erode public trust. Upholding your 
duty demands openness and community involvement.

Our community relies on transparent and accountable leadership. Addressing these 
concerns promptly is essential to fulfilling your fiduciary duty to the community.

Sincerely,
Carol Denewiler
Sent from my iPad
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From: Chandler, Cole - MO Senior Advisor for Homelessness Resolution
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Letter of Support for Homeless Shelter in SE Denver
Date: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:58:50 PM
Attachments: Letter of Support for shelter at 7525 E. Hampden.pdf
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Forwarding this letter I received from a constituent.
 
 
 
Thanks,
Cole
 
 

 

Cole Chandler | Senior Advisor for Homelessness Resolution
Mayor’s Office | City and County of Denver 
Cell: 720-403-1841

311 | denvergov.org | Denver 8 TV | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram
 

 
 

From: Jason Janz <jasonjanz@crosspurpose.org> 
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 2:33 PM
To: Chandler, Cole - MO Senior Advisor for Homelessness Resolution
<Cole.Chandler@denvergov.org>
Cc: Maria Silva Cano <msilva@crosspurpose.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter of Support for Homeless Shelter in SE Denver
 
Cole,  Thank you for all of the work you are doing with the House1000 initiative. I've attached a letter of support for the Embassy Suites Hotel being turned into a shelter. Jessica Dominguez mentioned the vote is today and that you're
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart

ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd

Cole, 
 
Thank you for all of the work you are doing with the House1000 initiative. I've attached a letter of
support for the Embassy Suites Hotel being turned into a shelter. Jessica Dominguez mentioned the
vote is today and that you're gathering supportive letters. Please let me know if you have any
questions and if there is a different way to support this initiative. 
 
Best, 
 
Jason
 
--
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Monday, December 18th, 2023


Dear City Council Members,


I am writing on behalf of CrossPurpose, an organization committed to abolishing poverty in many forms
including providing support to families in need within the Denver community. We wholeheartedly support
the City Council's decisive action to lease the Embassy Suites Hotel at 7525 E. Hampden Ave. to turn into
a shelter.


We believe that this endeavor is a crucial and progressive step forward in terms of the geographic
distribution of our homelessness response system. By establishing a temporary housing and shelter site
in Southeast Denver, we are enhancing our ability to address homelessness across the city
comprehensively.


It is our firm belief that providing secure and stable housing is a fundamental right for every individual and
family, and this initiative aligns with our organization’s mission. Providing shelter for over 200 families will
have a tremendous impact on the families as well as the community.


We understand the challenges associated with addressing homelessness, and we commend the City
Council's commitment to innovative and effective solutions. The shelter has the potential to become a
beacon of hope for families experiencing homelessness, providing them with not just shelter but also the
support and resources necessary to rebuild their lives. This approach reflects a holistic understanding of
homelessness and allows us to better serve diverse communities. When families have more stability in
their housing, they are able to address other needs that can help them in becoming more stable.


In conclusion, we express our full support for the decision to lease the hotel to turn it into a shelter. Thank
you for your leadership and commitment to creating positive change in our community. We look forward to
the successful implementation of this initiative and stand ready to collaborate with the City Council in any
way that supports the well-being of our fellow Denver residents.


Sincerely,


Jason Janz
Chief Executive Officer
CrossPurpose
303-902-1644








 Jason Janz
 CEO
 303-902-1644
 www.crosspurpose.org
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From: Brooks, Andrew - CC YA2245 City Council Aide
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: Fwd: Embassy Suites Conversion//UHNC Board Vote
Date: Saturday, December 16, 2023 4:10:57 PM

Get Outlook for iOS

From: STEVEN ARNOLD <stevenwarnold@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 16, 2023 1:17 PM
To: District 4 City Council <District4CityCouncil@denvergov.org>; Brooks, Andrew - CC YA2245
City Council Aide <Andrew.Brooks@denvergov.org>; Jenny and Liz President UHNC
<uhnc.president@gmail.com>; Paul Leone <paul.f.leone@gmail.com>; STEVEN ARNOLD
<stevenwarnold@msn.com>; Jennifer Hannifin Neuhalfen <jh.neuhalfen@gmail.com>; Liz
Davis <johnandlizdavis@comcast.net>; Falene Young <faleneyoung@gmail.com>; Michaela
Rowland <michaelarowland02@gmail.com>
Cc: jodyvick@gmail.com <jodyvick@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Embassy Suites Conversion//UHNC Board Vote
 

Diana, Andrew, and all

The University Hills North Community Registered Neighborhood Board has voted in support
of the mayor's plan to buy and convert The Embassy Suites at 7525 E. Hampden Ave. Denver.
CO.

We have a unanimous vote of 7 in support, we have been unable to reach 1 board member.
Sincerely yours,
STEVEN

Paul Leone President and Steve Arnold Treasurer 

Sent on my Samsung Galaxy S20 FE 5G.
Get Outlook for Android
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