




CHARLES K. KNIGHT 
 

     
            

 

ENTREPRENEURIAL EXECUTIVE, ATTORNEY AND BOARD MEMBER 

Entrepreneurial executive and attorney with strong business acumen and record of success in multiple 

industries. Extensive experience managing growth and enterprise risk, raising capital and negotiating and 

closing sophisticated commercial transactions.  Effective communicator with the ability to present complex 

ideas and messages to diverse audiences in terms that inspire confidence. Servant leader with track record 

of developing high performing management teams with a strong customer focus and growth mindset.   

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

MILGROM & DASKAM   Denver, CO    2000 to Present                     Of Counsel 

Legal practice focused on serving entrepreneurs, nonprofits and growth companies from founding to 

exits.  Particular emphasis on corporate and securities, real estate, and complex financing transactions. 

Significant recent experience working on mixed use affordable housing projects combining low income 

housing and new market tax credits. 

 

ABACO, LLC    Denver, CO    1995 to Present                          Founder 

Abaco is a private equity investment and management consulting firm.  Significant engagements include: 

Advisor to family trust in sale and management of apartment projects in Santa Monica, California (2019 to 

present); Co-founder and strategic advisor to Main Street Power Company, Inc., a distributed solar energy 

developer and financier sold to Fortune 200 utility (2009 – 2015); Investor/advisor in generic medical 

device manufacturer sold to Fortune 20 company (2010 – 2014);  Contract CEO for MN-based wind energy 

developer raising capital on the AIM market in London (2007); co-founder of medical services startup 

exploring M&A opportunities (2008); board member/advisor of Mexican self-storage developer (2009 - 

2015).  

 

COLORADO HOUSING AND FINANCE AUTHORITY   Denver, CO    2016 to 2019             General Counsel 

Member of executive leadership team for this quasi-governmental organization that finances affordable 

housing, business and economic growth opportunities for residents and businesses of Colorado. 

Responsible for overseeing the enterprise risk function, serving as general counsel and assistant corporate 

secretary, and managing legal operations, information security, compliance, and internal audit. Lead 

development of an internal corporate transformation program towards a culture of innovation. Served on 

the authority’s loan committee, enterprise risk committee, strategic operations governance committee and 

tax credit allocation committee. Developed internal disclosure and compliance policies for public and 

private financing using taxable and tax-exempt bonds. 

 

VENTURE LAW ADVISORS, LLC Denver, CO    2009 to 2016                          Founder  

Provided strategic and business-focused legal expertise to entrepreneurs and growth companies as outside 

general counsel.  Assisted clients with early stage through Series C financings, license agreements, business 

contracts, formation, and liquidity issues.  Representative clients include renewable energy developers, 

medical device manufacturers, health care providers, software developers, technology companies, real 

estate developers, entertainment companies, marketing and advertising companies and not-for-profit 

organizations.  Considerable time spent advising and coaching CEOs on business development and 

execution, including managing growth and transition.  

 

AMERIVEST PROPERTIES, INC.  Denver, CO   1998 to 2007         CEO 

President and COO, then CEO of $300+ million (assets) real estate investment trust listed on the American 

Stock Exchange (AMEX: AMV) focused on providing unique office solutions for small and mid-size 
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tenants.   Executed reverse public company merger as President of predecessor private company in 1999.  

Raised more than $250 million in project and equity financing from institutional and retail investors. 

Developed state-of-the art management systems and led growth of staff from six to 60 employees from 

1999 to 2005.  Managed investor relations efforts and increased analyst coverage from zero to 7 in five 

years. Completed successful sale to a state pension fund in late 2006 as culmination of long-term exit 

strategy. 

 

MENDA SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTS, INC.  Santa Barbara, CA         1992 to 1996    VP, Sales and Marketing 

Directed all marketing and sales efforts for manufacturer of dispensing products sold through distributors 

in multiple industries, including medical, industrial assembly and fabrication, professional beauty, and 

consumer products. Increased sales by more than 50% and expanded into new markets, including 

photography and consumer packaging.  Increased international distribution and assisted in negotiating sales 

and manufacturing agreements in Asia, Europe, and Latin America.  Participated in sale of company to 

private equity buyer.  

 

PUBLIC STORAGE, INC.  Glendale, CA        1990 to 1991        VP, Mergers & Acquisitions 

Developed and implemented an opportunistic program to acquire self-storage assets from the Resolution 

Trust Corporation and syndicators during significant real estate downturn.  Managed REO asset program 

and restructuring efforts, including transition of encumbered properties to lenders. 

 

CARDIS CORPORATION      Santa Ana, CA          1986 to 1990              VP and General Counsel 

Chief legal officer for largest public automotive parts distributor in California with annual sales in excess 

of $300M and more than 400 employees.  Responsible for acquisitions and divestitures, including 

acquisition of Tune-up Masters, Inc.  Managed outside legal counsel, public reporting, board relations and 

other corporate activities.  Coordinated financial and operational reorganization resulting in sale of 

divisions and restructuring and ultimate sale of company. 

  

PRIVATE LAW PRACTICE               Admitted to practice law in CA, CO, and NY  

Reavis & McGrath Associate New York, NY & Los Angeles, CA  1982 to 1984  

Allen Matkins  Associate Los Angeles, CA      1984 to 1986 

Seed Mackall  Partner  Santa Barbara, CA    1991 to 1992 

Corporate and securities attorney focused on financing and securities transactions for public and private 

companies.  Involved in more than 15 initial public offerings representing issuers and underwriters; 

represented venture capital investors in multiple financing transactions; and complex merger and 

acquisition transactions.   

EDUCATION  

 

MBA    UCLA Graduate School of Management (Anderson School) • Los Angeles, CA,  

 Concentration in Finance and Accounting  

 

JD     UCLA School of Law • Los Angeles, CA  

 

BA   University of California • Santa Barbara, CA (Magna Cum Laude)  

 Major:  Experimental Psychology; Minor:  Electrical Engineering/Computer Science 

 

CERTIFICATES 

 

 Lean LaunchPad Educators Program, Lester Center for Entrepreneurship, UC Berkeley (2012) 

 

Certified Innovation Mentor, Mendoza College of Business Innovation Academy, University of 

Notre Dame (2019) 
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TEACHING AND TRAINING EXPERIENCE 

 

Daniels College of Business, University of Denver      2011 to Present 

Adjunct faculty developing and teaching courses in Entrepreneurship, Innovation, Business Law, Strategic 

Management, Business Model Canvas and Enterprise Solutions to MBA, Professional MBA and Executive 

MBA students. Executive Education instructor developing and leading programs in leadership, creativity 

and innovation, customer service and mentorship, including experiential education. 

 

Latino Leadership Institute.              2015 to 2017 

Developed entrepreneurship and innovation program for inaugural institute targeting high potential 

emerging Colorado leaders. 

 

City of Aurora, Colorado.              2015  

Collaborating with two other DU professors, developed and delivered a three-day workshop to teach 

customer service, collaboration and leadership to more than 400 managers and built a train-the-trainer 

process for the remaining 2,200 employees.  

 

National Security Administration, Augusta, GA.            2012 

Collaborating with local training and development consultant, developed and delivered a pilot two-day 

workshop on innovation, entrepreneurship and problem-solving to a select group of NSA team members. 

 

NONPROFIT AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

 

Urban Peak Denver          2000 to 2008; 2020 to Present 

Member of the Board of Directors of this non-profit established to help homeless teens exit life on the 

streets.  Instrumental in 2003 restructuring and 2006 merger of organization with The Spot youth program, 

national CEO search (2004) and Board Chair (2004/2005 & 2021/2022).   

 

Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce           2001 to 2019 

Leadership Denver Class of 2000; CEO Exchange (1999 – 2002); Mentor Program 

 

Downtown Denver Partnership         2001 to Present 

Board of Directors, Downtown Denver, Inc. and Denver Civic Ventures, Inc.; Winner, 2003 Partnership 

Volunteer of the Year Award; Chair Transportation Council 

 

Colorado Housing and Finance Authority           2011 to 2016 

Board of Directors (Chair, 2014 – 2015); Finance Committee; Compensation Committee 

Appointed by the governor to serve on the board of this quasi-governmental nonprofit organization with a 

mission to strengthen affordable housing and economic development across Colorado.   

 

Denver Venture School,              2006 to 2010 

Advisory Board Chair.  DVS was a newly formed charter high school with a business focused college 

preparatory curriculum. Merged with Denver Prep and became Venture Prep High School in 2010. 

 

National Association of Industrial and Office Properties (NAIOP)        1998 to 2007 

Member of the Board; 1999 Office Development of the Year Award (AmeriVest) 

 

FasTracks Yes Campaign                   2004 

Finance Committee Co-Chair of successful $3.6 million campaign to approve sales tax increase to fund 

light rail expansion. 
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