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MEMORANDUM — DENVER COMMISSION FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

TO: City Council
FROM: Office of Boards & Commissions
DATE: 9/13/24
PURPOSE: Appointments for Denver Commission for People with Disabilities
PROCESS: City Council Confirmation
CURRENT BOARD STATUS

Staff Liaison: Lorrie Kosinski, HRCP

Scope of Board/Commission:

The mission of the Denver Commission for People with Disabilities (DCPD) is to promote and enhance equality for people with
disabilities through empowerment, advocacy, and education by working with community members, as well as City and County of
Denver officials and employees who have the ability to effect change.

Appointment Process:
The Mayor appoints up to 21 members and City Council confirms appointments for a term of 3 years.

Mayor Mike Johnston has approved the below appointments
Appointment Candidates:

Appointment Candidates:

Kyle Lephart

Bio: Kyle Lephart is the Executive Director of Canine Partners of the Rockies based in Aurora. He is a recent Santa
Fe transplant and is very involved in numerous civic organizations including Rotary Club and Rose Foundation’s
Generation Now. His passion and commitment to the disabled community and his professionalism combined with
affability and humor would be a positive addition to our commission.

Term: 10/1/2024 - 09/30/2027 or until a successor is duly appointed

Tara Wolfe

Bio: Tara Wolfe was on the DCPD prior to the pandemic and a confluence of events caused her to take a break
including the passing of her service dog. She currently works for Denver Juvenile Courts and her commitment to
advocating on behalf of all marginalized communities was extremely apparent during her interview. DCPD would
benefit from her perspective as a young disabled person.

Term: 10/1/2024 - 09/30/2027 or until a successor is duly appointed
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Justin Dodge

Reappointment Candidate:
Elena Mendoza

CURRENT BOARD

Mayoral Appointments:

Joanne Stranahan, Commerce City (F)(AA)
Elena Mendoza, Denver (F)(H)

Timothy Dodd, Denver (M)(C)

Alicia Cooper, Denver (F)(Two or More Races)
Karen Roberts, Denver (F)(C)

Danny Combs (M)(C)

Stephanie Crookston (F)(C)

Dedra Prester (F)(AA)

Christine Humphrey (F)(AA)

Ty Smith (M)(C)

Bio: Justin Dodge is a sergeant with the Denver Police Department and was injured while on duty during the 2023
Nuggets parade. Justin shared some of his journey as an amputee and how it has led him to use his experience to
educate the public and lend his voice to advocate on behalf of the disabled community. Justin has a perspective as a
recently disabled person that he is eager to share and would be a positive and unique addition to our commission.
Term: 10/1/2024 - 09/30/2027 or until a successor is duly appointed

Bio: Executive Director, Latinas First Foundation. Current Co-chair of DCPD. Seeking 2nd term. Elena Mendoza
(She, Hers, Ella) is a seasoned leader with a heart for service. She is a proud first-generation Latina; her career
has been in education or non-profits. Elena holds considerable leadership experience in the field of education,
having served as a classroom teacher, assistant principal, and senior education director for a foundation. As a
public school educator, she understands the power behind knowledge, which is why she has continued her
own education. Elena has a Bachelor's degree in Interdisciplinary studies with an emphasis in Elementary
Education and a Master's degree in Administration and Supervision. Aside from formal degrees, she is also an
alumna of the Circle of Latina Leadership, EMERGE Colorado, CLLARO Latino Civic Leadership training, and
most recently, the Latino Leadership Institute. Elena has served on various nonprofit boards throughout the
Denver Metro area and currently sits on the Denver’s Commission for People with Disabilities and the
Denver’s Women’s Commission.

Term: 10/1/2024 - 09/30/2027 or until a successor is duly appointed

TERM END DATE

09-30-24
09-30-24
09-30-25
09-30-25
09-30-25
09-30-26
05-31-27
05-31-27
05-31-27
09-30-26



