Council members,

I’d like to provide a written testimony for 25-0132: An ordinance concerning the licensing and regulation
of business activities regarding certain natural medicine healing centers and the regulation of natural
medicine. I've attempted do this online, and while it suggests that the comment period will be open
until 3p on the day of the hearing, the system won’t allow additional submission, thus, | provide it here.

Denver is likely to have more healing centers than any other county in Colorado due to the population
and interest in these drugs. It is critical for the city to consider monitoring of both positive health effects
and adverse events associated with use. It is important to differentiate events that are associated with
the healing centers from events that occur from unmonitored personal use. Without this distinction,
there will be no way to determine if hospital visits, calls to poison centers, or pediatric exposures are
associated with the tightly regulated healing center program or personal unmonitored use and these
events are likely to be attributed to healing centers. We already know that poison center calls for
psilocybin have increased in Colorado and the state has not yet to propose a plan to monitor the health
effects of this new program. There may be both positive and negative effects, though no suitable data
systems have been identified to monitor the impact on health or communities. We at Rocky Mountain
Poison & Drug Safety (RMPDS) would strongly encourage a monitoring program that assesses 1)
emergency medical service contacts associated with psilocybin 2) emergency department visits 3) calls
to the poison center 4) pediatric exposures 5) mental health outcomes of those that access the program
with a comparator group (same condition but no use). This effort can help define the risks and benefits
to public health and providing evidence of benefit and data to mitigate risk. RMPDS can aid in this effort,
but it must be prioritized by the council. Thank you for your consideration,

Andrew A. Monte, MD, PhD (He/Him/His)

Professor of Emergency Medicine & Medical Toxicology
Associate Director

Rocky Mountain Poison & Drug Center

Denver, CO

&

University of Colorado School of Medicine

Department of Emergency Medicine

Aurora, CO
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Dear members of The Business, Arts, Workforce & Aviation Services Committee the Department
of Excise and License (EXL):

One Chance is a trusted advocate for youth and a strong proponent of strict regulations for this

new Natural Medicine program and stands as a resource to you to provide lessons learned from
the commercialization of marijuana over the last 10 years.

Our nonprofit is located in Denver at the Colorado Nonprofit Development Center located at



2590 Welton Street.

We would like to enter our testimony into to the record in support of the recommendations
from EXL.

Background:

3.8% of Colorado high school students have reported ever using psychedelics according to the
2023 Healthy Kids Colorado Survey.

4.5% of calls to poison control centers from psilocybin are for children less than 6 years of age.
State law and regulation as currently written allows for the administration of psilocybin to be
conducted outside of a healing center opening up the risk of diversion and accidental ingestion
to teens and children.

Proposition 122, passed in 2022 by Colorado voters, allows for the decriminalization, gifting,
and administration of psilocybin to individuals 21 years and older.

Proposition 122 does not permit cities and counties to prohibit healing centers or the
administration of psilocybin; however, cities and counties may regulate time, place, and manner.
Please support the following recommendations proposed by EXL:

A requirement of a local license for those participating in the natural medicine regulatory
scheme. This will allow the City of Denver to closely monitor the healing centers and the
facilitators to protect Denver’s youth;

1,000-foot distance requirement from public, private, or residential child care centers, and
elementary, preschool, middle, and high schools to minimize the unintended consequences and
the normalization of psychedelics;

No outdoor operations that include the administration of psychedelics; and

No outdoor advertising.

While we are pleased with the recommendations, we do believe that the ordinance can go
further.

Please consider additional recommendations for the safety, health and well-being of our
children and youth:

Banning the manufacturing and prohibit the administration of candy psychedelic edibles both
inside and outside of a healing center.

Limit the number of licenses, allowing Denver’s elected officials and regulatory agencies the
opportunity to evaluate the impacts of natural medicine on the community as a whole and not
just those that stand to benefit financially.

Collectively, elected officials and all adults who care about kids must give careful consideration
to the impacts on our community. This includes practicing the “Precautionary Approach” to limit
potential harms before they occur.

Thank you again for your service to our great city and please feel free to reach out to me with
any further questions.

Henny Lasley
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One Chance To Grow Up
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