
 Proclamation No. 25-0478 
Celebrating Denver’s Bid to Become a UNICEF Recognized Child Friendly City 

 
WHEREAS, the United Nation Children’s Fund (UNICEF) works around the world to uphold child 
rights and ensure children’s voices, well-being, and needs are prioritized in every community through 
the Child Friendly Cities Initiative, which has been adopted in more than 3500 municipalities in more 
than 40 countries; and  
 
WHEREAS, UNICEF USA has brought the UNICEF Child Friendly Cities Initiative (CFCI) to the US, 
and three cities have received recognition as UNICEF Child Friendly Cities, with another cohort of 
local governments currently implementing CFCI and working towards delivering results for children, 
including Boulder; and 
 
WHEREAS, Denver has a deep history in our commitment to building a city that promotes young 
residents as then Mayor John Hickenlooper set out to build a Child and Youth Friendly City in 2007 
prior to UNICEF’s efforts in the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, Denver now seeks to formally partner with UNICEF USA to achieve recognition as a 
UNICEF Child Friendly City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Office of Children’s Affairs will lead a citywide effort to build coalitions, engage 
community stakeholders, and empower youth to both envision and achieve the goals set forth in this 
initiative; and 
 
WHEREAS, This year, Mayor Mike Johnston announced that in addition to his goal to make the City 
and County of Denver safer, more affordable, more vibrant, and more climate resilient, he announced 
his goal to make the city more Family-Friendly; and 
 
WHEREAS, Denver has a robust base of passionate UNICEF USA volunteers, including youth, that 
have advocated for Denver’s participation in this effort, making this initiative truly driven by our 
community; and 
 
WHEREAS, this initiative will challenge Denver to enhance its programming and build infrastructure 
that facilitates collaboration among different city agencies, community members, and youth to create 
a culture of uplifting young voices and centering youth in all decisions being made; and 
 
WHEREAS, every young person has a right to be mentally and physically safe in their neighborhood, 
engage in recreational activity freely, access the services that allow them to succeed, and participate 
in the decision-making processes that impact them by having their voices heard and valued; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Denver City Council and every other city leader is committed to maintaining a city 
that is child-friendly for this and future generations of young Denverites. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY DENVER CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Section 1. That the Denver City Council celebrates Denver’s partnership with UNICEF USA to make 
Denver a UNICEF Child Friendly City and commits to being an active participant in this process. 
 
Section 2. That the Clerk and Recorder of the City and County of Denver shall attest an affix the seal 
of the City and County of Denver to this proclamation, and copies be transmitted to representatives 
from UNICEF USA and the Office of Children’s Affairs. 

PASSED BY THE COUNCIL April 7, 2025 
 
 

        
____________________________________  

PRESIDENT 
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