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Comparing Crime related to Marijuana and 

Crime related to Liquor is very difficult

 In many cases parallel data simply does not exist

 Crimes involving intoxication: either MJ or Liquor are not tracked

 Domestic Violence, Assaults, Disturbances

 The differences on licensing requirements between liquor and marijuana 
businesses

 Higher security requirements of Marijuana establishments

 MJ Licenses can be co-located

 For this presentation, we are comparing:

 Age Compliance Violations

 Crimes associated with Retail Liquor Stores and Retail Marijuana Centers

 Driving under the influence of Alcohol and Driving under the influence of Marijuana  



Age Compliance Operations
DPD VICE / NARCOTICS BUREAU AGE COMPLAINCE OPERATIONS

TYPE AGE COMPLIANCE 2015 2016 2017*

LIQUOR

# OF OPERATIONS 4 9 5

# OF LOCATIONS CHECKED 211 368 243

# OF LOCATIONS CITED 40 115 51

VIOLATION RATE 19% 31% 21%

ESTIMATED # OF LICENSED LOCATIONS 1669 1780 1738

MARIJUANA

# OF OPERATIONS 4 4 2

# OF LOCATIONS CHECKED 139 123 71

# OF LOCATIONS CITED 12 6 1

VIOLATION RATE 9% 5% 1%

ESTIMATED # OF LICENSED RETAIL CENTERS 133 151 158

* January- June



Crimes related to Liquor Stores vs. 

Crime related to Retail MJ Centers

 Retail Liquor Stores: 119 locations (non-3.2 locations) 

 Retail Marijuana Centers: 158 (may be co-located with Medical Dispensaries, 

MIPS, and Grows)

 For the years: 2014, 2015, and 2016 (combined) 

 For full details and yearly breakdown, refer to the tables on additional 

document

 I will breakdown significant differences in:

 Violent Crimes

 Property Crimes

 Public Order and Other Crimes



MJ vs. Liquor Locations

Violent Crime

Crime Type MJ Retail 

locations*

Percent of crime 

at location type

Liquor Retail 

Locations

Percent of crime at 

location type

Locations 158 119

Robbery 12 1% 86 5%

Agg Assault 5 1% 42 2%

Simple Assault 8 2% 89 5%

Violent Crime 

Total
26 6% 222 13%



MJ vs. Liquor Locations

Property Crime
Crime Type MJ Retail 

locations*

Percent of crime 

at location type

Liquor Retail 

Locations

Percent of crime at 

location type

Locations 158 119

Burglary 202 50% 108 6%

Larceny 76 19% 666 38%

Criminal Mischief 37 9% 115 7%

Theft from Motor 

Vehicle
6 1% 72 4%

Property Crime 

Totals
322 80% 1017 59%



MJ vs. Liquor Locations

Other Crimes 
Crime Type MJ Retail 

locations*

Percent of crime 

at location type

Liquor Retail 

Locations

Percent of crime at 

location type

Locations 158 119

Drug Offenses* 16 4% 65 4%

Weapons Offenses 0 0% 14 1%

All Other Crimes** 40 10% 412 24%

Weapons/Drugs/ Other 

Crimes Total: 
56 14% 491 29%

*Drug Offenses- not necessarily at or inside location- just references address

**All Other Crimes- 40% are Trespass or Disturbance, 10% are liquor violations 



MJ vs. Liquor Locations

Total:

Crime Type MJ Retail 

locations*

Percent of crime 

at location type

Liquor Retail 

Locations

Percent of crime at 

location type

Locations 158 119

Violent Crimes 26 6% 222 13%

Property Crimes 322 80% 1017 59%

All Other Crimes 56 14% 491 29%

Total all Crimes

2014, 2015, 2016
404 100% 1730 100%



Driving Under and Influence of Alcohol vs. 

Driving under the Influence of Marijuana

 Permissible Inference – 5NG – According to the law, at this point you can infer 
that someone at this level MAY be under the influence of Marijuana, which is 
different than a Per Se on a DUI

 28 DREs (Drug Recognition Experts) citywide

 If alcohol and drugs are suspected, we will typically only test for alcohol   

 A DUI arrest usually includes a stop, roadsides and blood or breath test. (this 
can be completed in about an 1-2 hours)

 A DUI/D requires a stop, roadsides, a 12-step exam and blood test.  (this 
usually takes 2-4 hours minimum)

Lieutenant Robert Garcia, DPD Traffic Operations Bureau



Driving Under and Influence of Alcohol vs. 

Driving under the Influence of Marijuana

Crime Type 2014 2015 2016 2017 YTD

DUI 2384 2311 2077 828

DUID 120 148 122 35

DUID-Marijuana 66 73 63 29

Total 2570 2532 2262 892

Lieutenant Robert Garcia, DPD Traffic Operations Bureau


