
Sanguinette Family History 

The Sanguinette family (comprised of Peitro, Rose, and their 10 children) first emigrated 
from Italy in 1853 to New Orleans. The head of the family, Pietro, died in New Orleans in 
1853. His family lived briefly to St Louis, Missouri, where some of them resided for the rest 
of their lives. In 1865, while in Missouri, the eldest Sanguinette son, Louis, married Mary 
Garbarino, another immigrant from Italy.  

Louis and his brother William did not stay in Missouri. Enticed by the prospect of 
opportunities to the west, they moved to Georgetown, Colorado, establishing a grocery with 
Joe Garbarino (possibly Mary’s brother). By 1872 Garbarino and Sanguiette’s was well-
known in town — they ran ads in the Daily Colorado Miner, Georgetown’s local newspaper, 
to advertise their selection of cigars, imported wine and “liquors of all grades”.1 The editors 
of the newspaper noted that, although they believed in total abstinence from alcohol, if 
their readers did choose to partake, they could choose no better than Joe Garbarino’s. “His 
liquors are pure, and his lettuce garden is flourishing”.2  

Just a few years later, in 1876, Louis and William appeared in the Denver Directory, again as 
grocers, living near the Denver Pacific Junction in North Denver.3 William did not stay in 
Denver, dying in New Mexico in 1889. However, the land at the 40th and Walnut, purchased 
by Louis Sanguinette for $800 in 18744, remained in the Sanguinette family until the 1970s.  

Louis Sanguinette soon acquired 10 acres of farmland, east of Washington Street between 
50th and 51st Street. The 1900 Willits Farm map shows the Sanguinette farm to be just to the 
east of Watervliet Street (which was eventually renamed Washington Street).5 Watervliet is 
Dutch for “water flood” or “water flows”.  Given the proximity between Watervliet Street 
and the Platte River, this name may have been all too apt in Denver’s early days. The water 
quality of the Platte River was of great concern to Louis Sanguinette. In August 1880, Louis 
and several other farmers in the area wrote a letter to the District Court of Arapahoe 
County, protesting the use of the Platte River as a dumping ground by the slaughterhouses 
and hog farms upstream. The water had become so polluted from this waste that poisoned 
the farm animals who drank from the river. “Even our families are often compelled to use 
this infected water,” the men wrote, “with the probability of the same result.”6 This strongly 
worded letter made the front page of the Rocky Mountain News.  

The 1900 Willits Farm map shows the location of every farm in the Denver area. In 
Globeville, the boundaries of the Sanguinette farm as a triangular slice of land with the 
longest edge along 51st Street. The eastern most tip of their property abutted James Tynon’s 
property, which today makes up the bulk of Northside Park.  
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On three sides of the Sanguinette land were subdivisions once owned by William Clark, the 
former mayor of Globeville. Unlike the Sanguinette farm, these parcels were all platted by 
Clark. Because the Sanguinette land remained unplatted for several decades, there are no 
assessor records for the property, which would give a more detailed ownership history. For 
many years, the Sanguinette family was listed in the Denver Directory at Watervliet Street. 
Sanborn maps from 1904 still show the Watervliet Street address, with a note that 
unplotted land was owned by the Sanguinette family. The map shows four dwellings on the 
property with a number of smaller buildings. 7 

On the northwest corner opposite the farm, was Globeville School (1890) and just beyond 
the school lay the Globe Smelter.8 According to an early history of Denver Public Schools, 
the original Globeville School, a one room log cabin, became the Sanguinette’s dining room 
when the school was upgraded to a brick school house in 1890.  

According to the 1900 census, Louis, 61, and his wife Mary, 55, had 8 children, most of who 
were born in Colorado. All of their children lived with them on their farm, most employed as 
gardeners on the farm.9 They gave their occupation as “truck farmers”, a term used 
primarily at the turn of the century to describe small farmers who produced a variety of 
crops to take directly to markets. Originally a means for a family to make extra income off of 
surplus crops, truck farming developed into its own industry by the 20th century.10 However, 
the practice has all but died out as farms consolidate and focus on cultivating a single crop, 
such as corn or soybeans. Family history suggests that the Sanguinette farm was best known 
“for its celery, crisp, sweet and almost white in appearance.”11 

Census records between 1900-1920 list the Sanguiette family at 5080, 5086, or 5092 
Washington Street. As the family grew and changed, however, not all of the children kept on 
with the farming business.  Some ventured out to try new vocations, sometimes returning to 
the family homestead for intervals. For example, James (the sixth child of Louis and Mary) 
moved to Walnut Street and served as a laundry delivery driver and bartender for a few 
years.12  

However, by 1920 sons Peter, John, and James all lived at the farm, and did so through 
1940. Peter and John remained single all their lives, living together well into their 70s. James 
had at least two children with his wife Ida. One son, Walter, continued to farm the land with 
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his father. His other son, Albert, found work at the nearby meat packing facilities. 13 Records 
show that Albert and his wife still live in Globeville to this day, less than a block from the 
farm their family cultivated for generations.  
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