
Denver City Council 
Land Use, Transportation & Infrastructure Committee

October 10, 2017



City Building
Denver’s Frontyard



CITY BUILDING Denver’s Frontyard



PARKS & 
PUBLIC 
SPACES

Prosperous 
City

Green City

Diverse 
City

Distinctive 
City

Walkable 
City

DOWNTOWN PARKS + PUBLIC SPACES MASTER PLAN

Investing in Parks and Public Spaces 
will promote the Downtown Area 

Plan’s Vision Elements; and create an 
economically healthy, growing and 

vital downtown

CITY BUILDING Denver’s Frontyard
The Outdoor Downtown provides a strategic framework 
and implementation plan to guide the development of 
parks and public spaces across eight neighborhoods in 

Downtown Denver over the next 20 years



Improve physical and mental well-being

Create a distinctive and vibrant downtown

Beautify downtown’s landscape

Attract and Retain residents, jobs and tourism

Create social, recreational and cultural experiences

WHY PLAN? Livable, Healthy Downtown



Generate Tax Revenue | Shake Shack – Madison Square Park

Attract New Business | Klyde Warren Park (Dallas)
$1B in residential/commercial development

Attract New Developers | High Line (NYC)
$4B in residential/commercial development

Save Residents Money – Reduced Healthcare Costs

Generate Tourism | Governors Island Park – New York

WHY PLAN? Economic Opportunities



• Parks Improve Property Values

Land value acceleration
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Commons Park | Central Platte Valley

Riverfront Neighborhood & Union Station

WHY PLAN? Economic Benefits



Why Plan?
Current State



 Downtown Denver is experiencing unprecedented population 
growth, and evolving into the next great neighborhood

 Downtown’s existing parks and public spaces are not meeting 
social, recreational and cultural needs

 43.7% of the Downtown study area is a park desert with no 
neighborhood or special use parks within a five minute walk.

 Rising acquisition costs as Downtown develops and densifies

 Development policies do not require contributions to parks and 
public spaces.

 PLAN FOR A 24/7, LIVABLE AND HEALTHY DOWNTOWN

WHY PLAN? Growing Population



Air Quality Urban Flood Control“Urban Heat Island”

When measured 
against 20 other 
American cities, 

downtown Denver 
ranked the lowest for 

urban tree canopy 
with 4% coverage.  

Parks & Recreation’s 
stated goal is 10%

Downtown Denver Urban Tree CanopyDowntown Denver “Urban Heat Island”

WHY PLAN? Environmental



Why Plan?
To be a 21st Century

World Class City



WHY PLAN? World Class Cities…Globally Inspired



World Class Cities 
Invest in World 
Class Places

San Francisco

New York

Portland

WHY PLAN? World Class Cities…Globally Inspired



World Class 
Cities are 
Innovative…

Creating and 
Activating 
Places

New York

New York

CopenhagenLos Angeles

WHY PLAN? World Class Cities



World Class Cities… 
Create Iconic Places

New York

Chicago

Philadelphia

Seattle

WHY PLAN? World Class Cities



World Class Cities… 
Celebrate Arts and Culture

Portland

Janet Echelman-artist

San Antonio New York

WHY PLAN? World Class Cities



 Improve quality of life 
 Sustain an economically vibrant 

downtown
 Compete with other cities

Indianapolis New York

Dallas

San Francisco

Chicago

WHY PLAN? World Class Cities



Community-Driven
A Plan Powered by People



WHY PLAN? Community-Driven



THE TAKEAWAY
 Denver wants safe, distinctive, accessible, 

vibrant, flexible & comfortable public 
spaces.

 Denver wants a THRIVING downtown

WHAT WE’VE HEARD & LEARNED…
 HIGHER LEVEL OF MAINTENANCE
 HIGHER LEVEL OF SAFETY AND COMFORT
 INCREASED BASIC AMENITIES
 CELEBRATE ARTS AND CULTURE
 EVERYDAY ACTIVATION – SOCIAL, 

RECREATIONAL
 GROW URBAN FOREST
 NEW PARKS AND PUBLIC SPACES 
 ICONIC PROJECTS

WHY PLAN? Key Findings



Recommendations
A Plan in Motion

























Leadership

Regulatory

Stewardship/Advocacy

Resources

TOP TEN Challenges



Pop-Up Activities
A Plan in Motion



POP-UP Downtown Activities



POP-UP The Square on 21st



2018 Next Steps

CURRENT AND PLANNED PROJECTS
 5280 Loop
 Urban Tree Canopy
 Private Plaza Activation
 Urban Parks Management Plan

POTENTIAL PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES
 Civic Center Greek Theater 

Improvements
 Skyline Park Improvements
 Commons Park Community Garden
 21st Street Concept Design
 Downtown Parks Maintenance 

Service Area
 Park Rangers



Follow us at:
www.denvergov.org/theoutdoordowntown

http://www.denvergov.org/theoutdoordowntown
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