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$7B per year industry

$312M in tax revenues

56,000+ workers in the 

Denver Food System 10% of 

all Denver jobs

Economy Health Community
More than 1 in 3 children in Denver are 

overweight or obese

33.2% of Denver families consume

<1 serving of fruits and vegetables per day

Obesity-related diseases cost Denver 

$284M per year

49% of Denver low and moderate 

income neighborhoods lack convenient 

access to grocery stores

69.7% of DPS students qualify 

for free or reduced priced lunch

1 in 4 children/youth in are food 

insecurity or hungry

Baseline Assessment
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Analysis
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Feedback on Draft

Engaged1,052 residents and 

business 

Integrated6,059 comments from 

email, online surveys, in-person events, and 

community presentations

69.2%

24.3%

4.7%

1.2% 0.6%

1. Overall, a more inclusive, healthy, vibrant, and resilient 
Denver is the right vision for Denver's food system.

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Right Vision? 

93.5%  Agree, Strongly Agree
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Vision Overview

12 PRIORITIES

12 WINNABLE FOOD GOALS 

59 STRATEGIES
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Denver Food Vision

12 WINNABLE 

GOALS

59 STRATEGIES

12 PRIORITIES

1. Invest in building community-driven   
complete neighborhood food environments

2. Expand community food production and 
sharing 

3. Improve access to a wide variety of healthy 
food retail options

4. Ensure that healthy food is affordable for 
everyone

5. Promote healthy food environments and 
education for youth

6. Increase community demand for healthy 
foods

7. Develop Denver as an epicenter for the 
regional food economy

8. Support the creation, expansion, and 
economic strength of Denver food businesses

9. Spur innovation and entrepreneurship across 
food and agricultural industries

10. Expand and preserve regional food system 
assets and infrastructure

11. Promote environmentally regenerative and 
climate smart food systems

12. Reduce amount of food going to waste 



Denver Food Vision

12 PRIORITIES

59 STRATEGIES

12 WINNABLE FOOD GOALS
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Implementation

1. INCREMENTAL ACTION PLANNING

2. INTEGRATION OF FOOD INTO CITY PLANS

3. SUPPORTIVE POLICY, REGULATIONS

4. ENHANCED INVESTMENTS

5. ONGOING COMMUNICATION, COORDINATION
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Denver Food Vision

2030 Winnable Goals; Progress Reports 

Denver Food Action Plan:2020; SFPC; Declaration of Support 

Denver Food Program: Data, Resources, Partnership

Webpage; Quarterly Newsletters; # DenverFoodPlan

Action Plan Preview

https://www.denvergov.org/foodplan

Common Agenda

Shared
Measurement

Continuous
Communication

Reinforcing
Activities

Backbone
Support
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Questions ?
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Denver Food Vision

Extra Slides - Detail
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Inclusive

PRIORITIES

Invest in community-driven 

complete neighborhood food 

environments

Expand community food production 

and sharing

A Complete Food Environment is a community-defined set of food assets (e.g.,  
grocery stores, farmers markets, school gardens, etc.) that together provide for the 
food needs of community members, integrating the cultures and values of each 
community. 
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Healthy

PRIORITIES

Improve access to a wide variety of 
healthy food retail options

Ensure that healthy food is affordable 
for everyone

Promote healthy food environments and 
education for youth    

Increase community demand for healthy 
foods
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Vibrant

PRIORITIES
Promote Denver as an epicenter for the 
regional food economy

Support the creation, expansion, and 
success of food businesses in Denver

Spur innovation and entrepreneurship 
across food and agriculture industries
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Resilient

PRIORITIES

Preserve remaining regional food system 
assets and infrastructure

Promote environmentally responsible 
and climate-smart food systems
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