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From: Jean Hofve DVM
To: Espinoza, Rafael G. - CC City Council Elected; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC City Council Elected; Lopez, Paul D. - CC City


Council Elected; Black, Kendra A. - CC City Council Elected; Susman, Mary Elizabeth - CC City Council Elected;
Kashmann, Paul J. - CC City Council Elected; Clark, Jolon M. - CC City Council Elected; Herndon, Christopher J. -
CC City Council Elected; Brooks, Albus - CC City Council Elected; New, Wayne C. - CC City Council Elected;
Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC City Council Elected; Kniech, Robin L. - CC City Council Elected; Ortega, Deborah L. - City
Council; dencc - City Council


Subject: COUNCIL BILL NO. CB17-0709 on Declawing of Cats
Date: Thursday, November 02, 2017 4:38:24 PM
Attachments: Scientific Evidence of the Harmful Effects of Declawing.pdf


Thank you for considering this bill adding procedures to declaw or tendonectomize cats in the
cruelty statutes.


 


I am a Colorado-licensed, federally accredited veterinarian with 23 years of experience taking
care of cats from all over the Denver metro area. In the past, I have performed declaw surgery,
and I have also seen the damage done to cats from this surgery. I am strongly against
declawing, unlike many of my veterinary colleagues who seem to be oblivious to the long-
term consequences. However, the American Association of Feline Practitioners, American
Animal Hospital Association, and Canadian Veterinary Medical Association all oppose
declawing, and I believe they are on the right side of history.


 


I am sending the attached PDF to every council member, to make sure everyone has an
accurate representation of how declawing affects cats. 


(Please don't let the length deter you; it's mostly bullet points and pictures!)


 


Thank you for your time and consideration!


Sincerely, 


Jean Hofve, DVM
Denver, CO
www.littlebigcat.com
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Scientific	Evidence	of	the	Harmful	Effects	of	Declawing		
	
Reported	Medical	Complications	
	
1. Chronic	pain			
2. Hemorrhage	(bleeding)	
3. Lacerated	paw	pads	
4. Swelling	
5. Reluctance	to	bear	weight	on	affected	limbs	
6. Neuropraxia	(transient	motor	paralysis)	
7. Radial	nerve	damage	
8. Lameness			
9. Infection	



10. Abscess	
11. Tissue	necrosis	
12. Wound	dehiscence	(re-opening	of	surgical	site)	
13. Incomplete	healing	
14. Protrusion	and/or	necrosis	of	2nd	phalanx	(middle	finger	bone)	
through	the	paw	pad	and	skin.	
15. Claw	regrowth	(documented	to	occur	up	to	15	years	post-
declaw)	
16. Scurs	(growth	of	deformed	claw	segments)	
17. Retention	of	flexor	process	of	3rd	phalanx	
18. Chronic	draining	tracts	
19. Self-mutilation	
20. Dermatitis	
21. Lethargy			
22. Carpal	hyperextension	(palmigrade	stance,	dropped	carpus,		
walking	on	wrists)	
23. Chronic	intermittent	lameness	
24. Chronic	pain	syndrome	
25. Flexor	tendon	contracture	
26. Aggression	
27. Cystitis	(bladder	infection	associated	with	stress)	
28. House-soiling	not	associated	with	cystitis	
29. Laser	burns	
30. Pressure	necrosis	of	paws,	wrists,	and	legs	due	to	excessive	
bandage	tightness	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	



	











	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
Reported	Medical	Complication	Rates	
	
• 24%	[Jankowski	AJ,	Brown	DC,	Duval	J,	et	al.	Comparison	of	effects	of	elective	tenectomy	or	



onychectomy	in	cats.	Journal	of	the	American	Veterinary	Medical	Association.	1998;213:370-373.]	



• 53%	[in	cats	and	two	adhesives	for	wound	closure.	Veterinary	Medicine.1993;	88:516-525.]	



A few cats for 
whom declaw 
surgery went 
very, very wrong. 
They will live, 
with these 
injuries for the 
rest of their lives. 











• 1.4%	[Pollari	FL,	Bonnett	BN.	Evaluation	of	postoperative	complications	following	elective	surgeries	of	
dogs	and	cats	at	private	practices	using	computer	records.	Canadian	Veterinary	Journal.	1996;37:672-
678.]	



• 82.5%	for	blade	and	51.5%	for	shear	(guillotine)	technique	[Tobias	KM,	Harvey	RC,	Byarlay	JM.	A	
comparison	of	four	methods	of	analgesia	in	cats	following	ovariohysterectomy.	Veterinary	Anaesthesia	
&	Analgesia.	2006	Nov;33(6):390-398]		



• 80%	[Yeon	SC,	Flanders	JA,	Scarlett	JM,	et	al.	Attitudes	of	owners	regarding	tendonectomy	and	
onychectomy	in	cats.	Journal	of	the	American	Veterinary	Medical	Association.	2001;218:43-47.]							



• Declawed	cats	were	300%	more	likely	to	have	back	pain	(odds	ratio	[OR]	2.9)	than	intact	cats.	[Martell-
Moran	NK,	Solano	M,	Townsend	HGG.	Pain	and	adverse	behavior	in	declawed	cats.	Journal	of	Feline	
Medicine	and	Surgery,	2017]	



	
Lameness	-	a	Typical	Complication	
	
In	one	study,	twelve	cats	(13.6%)	were	classified	as	mildly	lame	at	the	long-term	recheck	[Clark	K,	Bailey	T,	
Rist	P,	et	al.	Comparison	of	3	methods	of	onychectomy.	Canadian	Veterinary	Journal.	2014;55:255–262.]	
	
Another	study	found	that	lameness	occurred	more	frequently	in	cats	with	[scalpel]	disarticulation	
amputation	(14/87,	16%)	than	in	cats	with	bony	[guillotine]	amputation	(4/80,	5%),	possibly	due	to	greater	
soft	tissue	trauma.	Dehiscence	(re-opening	of	incisions)	occurred	in	22%	and	12%	of	cats,	respectively.	
[Clark	K,	Bailey	T,	Rist	P,	et	al.	Comparison	of	3	methods	of	onychectomy.	Canadian	Veterinary	Journal.	
2014;55:255–262.]	
	
Other	researchers	documented	that	“43	cats	showed	lameness	that	persisted	from	1-54	days.	Long	term	
follow	up	was	done	for	121/163	cats;	one	cat	showed	prolonged	lameness	(96	months).	[Tobias	KS.	Feline	
declawing	at	a	teaching	institution:	a	retrospective	study	of	163	cases.	Veterinary	Surgery.	1994;	23:274-
280.]	
	
A	recent	study	of	post-surgery	problems	reported	the	highest	rates	of	pain-	related	complications:	up	to	
23%	of	cats	with	ongoing	lameness,	and	42.3%	of	cats	showing	signs	of	pain	when	their	paws	were	
handled.	Clients	also	reported	long-term	behavioral	changes	in	cats	following	declawing	(house	soiling);	
resistance	to	paws	being	handled;	or	increased	incidence	or	severity	of	biting)	compared	with	the	same	
cats’	behavior	before	the	procedure.	[Clark	K,	Bailey	T,	Rist	P,	et	al.	Comparison	of	3	methods	of	
onychectomy.	Canadian	Veterinary	Journal.	2014;55:255–262.]	
	
Persistence	of	Lameness	
	
• >3	days	[Landsberg	GM.	Cat	owners’	attitudes	toward	declawing.	Anthrozoos	1991;4:192-197]	and		



[Yeon	SC,	Flanders	JA,	Scarlett	JM,	et	al.	Attitudes	of	owners	regarding	tendonectomy	and	onychectomy	
in	cats.	Journal	of	the	American	Veterinary	Medical	Association.	2001;218:43-47.]	



• >1	week	[Martinez	SA,	Hauptmann	J,	Walshaw	R.	Comparing	two	techniques	for	declawing	in	cats	and	
two	adhesives	for	wound	closure.	Veterinary	Medicine.1993;	88:516-525.]	











This	is	what	a	
veterinarian	found	inside	
a	single	“mass”	on	a	cat’s	
paw:	16	claw	fragments.	
That	big	circular	ring	is	
one	claw	that	has	
completely	grown	
around—inside	the	toe.	
The	cat	was	declawed	9	
years	before.	



• ≥	8	days	[Holmberg	DL,	Brisson	BA.	A	prospective	comparison	of	postoperative	morbidity	associated	
with	the	use	of	scalpel	blades	and	lasers	for	onychectomy	in	cats.	Canadian	Veterinary	Journal.	2006	
Feb;47(2):162-3.]	



• >12	days	[Romans	CW,	Gordon	WJ,	Robinson	DA,	et	al.	Effect	of	postoperative	analgesic	protocol	on	
limb	function	followingdeclawing	in	cats.	Journal	of	the	American	Veterinary	Medical	Association.	2005	
Jul	1;227(1):89-93.]	



• 180	days	[Jankowski	AJ,	Brown	DC,	Duval	J,	et	al.	Comparison	of	effects	of	elective	tenectomy	or	
onychectomy	in	cats.	Journal	of	the	American	Veterinary	Medical	Association.	1998;213:370-373.]	



• 96	months	(8	years)	[Tobias	KS.	Feline	declawing	at	a	teaching	institution:	a	retrospective	study	of	163	
cases.	Veterinary	Surgery.	1994;	23:274-280.].	



	
Claw	Regrowth	
	
Claw	regrowth	is	the	so-called	“pebble	in	the	shoe”	issue.	All	the	time	that	claw	is	growing	(reported	
occurrences	up	to	15	years	post	declaw)	it	is	causing	pain.	Claw	regrowth	occurs	regardless	of	skill	or	
technique.		
	
15.4%	Shear	[guillotine]	nail	clipper	
6.5%	Scalpel		
3.4%	Laser	
[Clark	K,	Bailey	T,	Rist	P,	et	al.	Comparison	of	3	methods	of	onychectomy.	Canadian	Veterinary	Journal.	
2014;55:255–262.]		
	



	
	
	











Changes	in	the	Toes	and	Pads	
	
The	typical	change	in	focus	of	weight	from	the	broad	base	of	P3	to	the	much	smaller	
surface	of	the	distal	P2	actually	alters	the	shape	of	the	paw	pads.	The	pointed	end	of	P2	
becomes	weight-bearing,	resulting	in	these	changes,	which	are	easily	observed	in	declawed	
cats.	 
 



 
 
 



 



Normal	Paw	Pads:	consistent	
oval	shape	



Declawed	Paw	Pads:	rounded,	
irregular	shape	











Declawing	even	changes	the	way	the	toes	move,	because	the	surgery	severs	tendons	and	
ligaments,	which	have	a	relatively	poor	blood	supply	so	they	heal	very	slowly.	Scar	tissue	
also	forms,	which	eventually	shortens	the	tendons	and	ligaments	and	affects	range	of	
motion.	[Velnar	2009]		
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	



	
	











Similar	to	the	changes	seen	on	radiographs,	the	shape	of	the	paws	go	from	
smooth,	rounded	toes	to	a	more	angular	shape;	sometimes	even	vertical	as	the	
angle	between	P2	and	P3	becomes	more	acute. 
 
 
 
 



	



	
	
	
	
This	effect	can	also	be	seen	on	radiographs.		



 
 
 



	



Normal	



Declawed	



Normal	Paws	
Declawed	Paws	











	
	



	
	
Behavioral	Complications	
	
• Significant	increases	in	the	odds	of	periuria/perichezia	(OR	7.2),	biting	(OR	4.5)	and	



barbering	(OR	3.06)	occurred	in	declawed	compared	with	control	cats."	This	study	of	274	
cats	used	control	groups,	with	declawed	and	non-declawed,	age-matched,	owned	and	
shelter	cats.	(Note:	Periuria	is	urination	in	inappropriate	places;	perichezia	is	defecation	in	
inappropriate	places;	in	other	words,	litter	box	avoidance.)	[Martell-Moran	NK,	Solano	M,	
Townsend	HGG.	Pain	and	adverse	behavior	in	declawed	cats.	Journal	of	Feline	Medicine	and	
Surgery,	2017]	



	
• “Results	of	the	study	reported	here	supported	the	hypothesis	that	onychectomy	is	



associated	with	an	increase	in	house	soiling	behavior	of	cats."	This	was	a	cross-sectional	
survey	of	a	non-random	sample	of	households	with	cats.	It	compared	the	behavior	of	455	
cats,	of	which	66.8%	were	declawed.	While	the	sample	was	definitely	skewed,	the	analysis	
appears	to	be	quite	good.	Being	declawed	was	an	independent	risk	factor	for	house	soiling.	
[Gerard	AF,	Larson	M,	Baldwin	CJ.	Telephone	survey	to	investigate	relationships	between	
onychectomy	or	onychectomy	technique	and	house	soiling	in	cats.	2016	Sept	15;	249(6):	
638-642.]	



	
• “Feline	onychectomy	is	also	associated	with	adverse	social	behavior,	such	as	



inappropriate	urination	and	biting	in	some	cats.”	[Ellison	GW.	Feline	onychectomy		
complications:	prevention	&	management.	NAVC	Clinician’s	Brief.	2003	April:29-33.]	



	
• “Postsurgical	conditions	that	cause	pain	or	discomfort	while	urinating	or	defecating,	



such	as	onychectomy	or	tendonectomy”	as	a	medical	cause	of	inappropriate	urination.	
[Curtis	TE.	Feline	inappropriate	urination.	NAVC	Institute:	Today’s	Veterinary	Practice.	
2015	Sept/Oct.]	



	



	











• “[A]	common	concern	is	behavioral	changes,	which	may	include	decreased	activity,	
decreased	appetite,	or	increased	aggression.	[Gaynor	JS.	Chronic	pain	syndrome	of	feline	
onychectomy.	NAVC	Clinician’s	Brief.	April	2005.]	



	
• [Out	of	39	cats]	“six	cats	that	underwent	onychectomy	would	not	use	the	litterbox	(house	



soiling)…	and	7	cats	had	an	increase	in	biting	habits	or	intensity	of	biting	following	
onychectomy.”	That	is,	33%	of	cats	developed	behavior	problems	(house	soiling	or	biting)	
after	being	declawed.	[Yeon	SC,	Flanders	JA,	Scarlett	JM,	et	al.	Attitudes	of	owners	
regarding	tendonectomy	and	onychectomy	in	cats.	Journal	of	the	American	Veterinary	
Medical	Association.	2001;218:43-47.]	



	
• “Short-term	complications	included…	changes	in	behavior,	such	as	inappropriate	



urination...”	[Jankowski	AJ,	Brown	DC,	Duval	J,	et	al.	Comparison	of	effects	of	elective	
tenectomy	or	onychectomy	in	cats.	Journal	of	the	American	Veterinary	Medical	
Association.	1998;213:370-373.]	



	
• “Among	relinquished	cats,	25	of	84	(29.8%)	declawed	cats	had	daily	or	weekly	



inappropriate	elimination…	and	16	(19%)	of	declawed	cats	were	aggressive	toward	
people	on	a	daily	or	weekly	basis…	After	adjustment	for	other	variables,	being	declawed…	
[were]	associated	with	an	increased	risk	for	relinquishment.”).	Inappropriate	elimination	
was	far	more	common	in	declawed	(52.4%)	as	intact	cats	(29.1%);	and	declawed	cats	were	
nearly	twice	as	likely	to	be	relinquished.	(Biting	was	reported	for	approximately	12%	of	
declawed	cats…	house	soiling	was	reported	for	approximately	25%	of	declawed	cats	
versus	approximately	15%	of	sexually	intact	cats.	[Patronek	GJ.	Assessment	of	claims	of	
short-	and	long-term	complications	associated	with	onychectomy	in	cats.	Journal	of	the	
American	Veterinary	Medical	Association.	2001	Oct	1;219(7):932-937.]	



	
• “Three	behavioral	changes	(house-soiling,	no	longer	covering	stools,	and	disliking	



paws	being	handled)	developed	after	declawing…	4%	reported	a	possible	increase	in	
biting	or	harder	biting	following	declawing.”	[Landsberg	GM.	(c)	Feline	scratching	and	
destruction	and	the	effects	of	declawing.	Veterinary	Clinics	of	North	America:	Small	
Animal	Practice.	1991	Mar;21(2):265-79.]	



	
• “After	declawing,	one	cat	(4%)	began	to	defecate	outside	the	litter	pan	and	three	(12%)	



began	to	bite,	54%	of	the	cats	with	behavior	problems	were	declawed.”	More	than	half	
of	cats	with	reported	behavior	problems	were	declawed,	yet	only	about	25%	of	all	cats	are	
declawed.	[Bennett	M,	Houpt	KA,	Erb	HN.	Effects	of	declawing	on	feline	
behavior.	Companion	Animal	Practice.	1988;2:7-12.]	



	
• Recent	research	on	individual	declawed	cats,	including	radiographs,	was	



described	by	a	Utah	veterinarian,	who	thus	far	has	found	that:	
o 66%	of	declawed	cats	had	bone	fragments	left	behind.	These	fragments	likely	feel	



to	the	cat	like	pebbles	in	your	shoe.	They	can	also	cause	nails	to	regrow	under	the	
skin,	which	can	then	form	abscesses	(only	if	one	of	them	is	the	growth	center).	



o Osteomyelitis,	a	painful	bone	infection,	was	present	in	30%	of	declawed	cats.		











o 15%	of	declawed	cats	displayed	litter	box	avoidance.	
o 36%	of	declawed	cats	were	aggressive,	with	a	tendency	to	bite	with	little	



provocation	or	warning.	
o Bladder	inflammation	and	lower	urinary	tract	disease	were	very	common	in	



declawed	cats.		
[Singer	J.	Is	declawing	cats	inhumane?	Pet360.		tinyurl.com/DoubDeclaw]		



	
	













From: kathleen flynn
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: Cat de-clawing
Date: Monday, October 23, 2017 10:08:39 PM


I urge Council to disallow the de-clawing of cats. It is a
cruel practice and virtually mutilates the cat. It's like
removing an elephant's trunk.
As your council woman states, not only the claw is removed, but
the entire "knuckle". Cats treated in this manner are helpless
and endure pain for the remainder of their lives. Claws help
them use a litter pan and they might defecate outside the pan
if they can't effectively cover their feces. They have a need
to sharpen their claws and might develop neurosis if they
"claw" and nothing happens. Worse, as they age they are likely
to develop severe arthritis in the mutilated joints.
The American Humane Society urges people to NOT de-claw cats.
Yet, some vets still do. The practice brings in money for the
vets who should be ensuring the health of animals, not causing
them pain.
 One vet stated on TV that he would de-claw if the cat owner
had an autoimmune disease that a cat scratch could exacerbate.
That's baloney. The owner can either be very cautious with the
cat, or can find a new home for it. Would he also remove the
cat's teeth, so the owner wouldn't be bitten? Don't kill the
cat to save a person from an unlikely occurrence.


You can provide a huge service to all cats in Denver and would
set an example for other cities if you disallow cat de-clawing.


Thank you for considering this measure.


Kathleen Flynn


 
               


The fact that we live at the bottom of a deep gravity well, on the surface of a gas-covered
planet going around a nuclear fireball 90 million miles away and think this to be normal
is obviously some indication of how skewed our perspective tends to be . . .


Douglas Adams
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From: Susi D.
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: DECLAWING CATS! NO! DON"T DO IT!
Date: Monday, October 23, 2017 12:19:20 PM


Please do not declaw cats, it's their ONLY form of protection in case they get loose! 
EDUCATE THESE PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT THEIR FURNITURE MORE THAN
THEIR CATS... NO FORETHOUGHT!
Thank you,
Very concerned citizen and animal advocate


Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: BILL KEERNS
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: DECLAWING CATS
Date: Monday, October 23, 2017 7:07:24 PM


Hi,
  I'm writing you to definitely reconsider your proposal to ban declawing cats. I'm a 67 year old man and
I've had cats all of my life. If you have indoor cats you have to have them declawed. If you don't then you
and the cat will suffer. I've got a couple of thousand dollars invested in leather furniture. If I came home
and saw it ripped to shreds the cat would lose it's home. For doing something that is their nature. Owning
a scratch post doesn't work because a cat will scratch where it wants to. Having temporary pads attached
to their claws get chewed off and swallowed. And shelters would become packed with cats that they won't
be able to get rid of because people will stop adopting them. Then all these beautiful animals will be put
to death. How's that for cruelty? And if the person who finds his furniture ripped up is a jerk [and they're
out there] he or she might beat the animal senseless or kill it out of anger. How's that for cruelty? People
have been getting their cats declawed for decades for a reason. If you're so worried about animal cruelty
then lets stop cutting the testicles off of male animals. This is just a desperate move by someone over at
the council to come up with something to justify their job. And it's Stupid!!! None of my cats ever missed
their claws or their balls. None of my cats ever became arthritic.The only time I ever heard of a cat having
a problem is when the procedure is done by someone who is inexperienced. Lawmakers have got to stop
making stupid laws and messing with peoples lives. If this passes and I adopt another cat I will travel to
another state if I have to and have it done. Another completely Dumb law that you're trying to pass is to
stop people from smoking outdoors. I'm not a smoker and banning indoors smoking is completely
understandable but to ban smoking outdoors downtown is totally ludicrous. Are you really that stupid over
there? Do you really think that someone smoking walking down the street outdoors is going to give other
people outdoors lung cancer and heath problems? Especially in a city that is so full of air pollutants at
times that you can't even see the mountains.  Somebody's common sense is definitely a couple of quarts
low. Stop messing with peoples lives and Please stop it with the stupid petty laws.
                                                                                                                                                                       
     Thank You
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From: Diane Matt
To: dencc - City Council
Cc: Bartleson, Debra K. - CC City Council Central Office
Subject: Materials for Distribution to Council for November 6, 2017 Meeting Regarding 17-0709
Date: Monday, November 06, 2017 11:22:06 AM
Attachments: CVMA Letter to Council 17-0709.doc


French Testimony City Council 17-0709 .doc
Fuhrman Testimony to Safe House 17-0709.doc
French Testimony to Safe House 17-0709.doc


Good Morning,


Please see the four attached documents from the Colorado Veterinary Medical Association to
the City Council. We request that they be forwarded to all Council members in preparation for
tonight's meeting.


Many thanks, and please feel free to contact me at 303-503-7540 if there are any questions or
problems.


Diane Matt
CEO-Designate
Colorado Veterinary Medical Association www.colovma.org
PetAid Colorado www.petaidcolorado.org
 
Offices at the Harrison Center for Animals
191 Yuma Street, Denver, CO 80223
303.318.0447 phone
303.318.0450 fax
dianematt@colovma.org



mailto:dianematt@colovma.org
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November 6, 2017



The Honorable Albus Brooks, President



Denver City Council



City and County Building



1437 Bannock St., Rm. 451



Denver, CO 80202



Re: 17-0709—Ordinance adding section 8 – 141 to Chapter 8, Article VII of the Denver Revised Municipal Code to prohibit surgical claw removal, declawing, onychectomy, or tendonectomy on cats.



Dear President Brooks and Council Members:



The Colorado Veterinary Medical Association (CVMA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on ordinance 17-0709 under consideration by the City Council that would make declawing of domestic cats unlawful and assign criminal penalties for performing the procedure. The Colorado Veterinary Medical Association does not support onychectomy (declawing) being performed routinely, we also have grave concerns about legislative and regulatory actions that remove the professional judgment of veterinarians in determining when to perform specific veterinary procedures.



Good animal health and welfare is supported by the veterinarian’s ability to apply professional judgment within the context of the veterinary-client-patient relationship



Best health and welfare outcomes for veterinary patients, clients, and the public require that decisions involving the diagnosis and treatment of veterinary patients—including the performance of surgical procedures such as declawing—be made by the animal’s veterinarian in consultation with the animal’s owner. This ensures that each animal receives the best possible care that is uniquely tailored to its needs. Veterinarians must retain authority to exercise professional judgment in making clinical decisions that are in the best interest of their patients. The adoption of 17-0709 would circumvent the professional judgment of Denver veterinarians and disrupt the veterinarian-client-patient relationship, which has long been the foundation of veterinary medical practice.



Viable alternatives to legislative and regulatory action



With respect to onychectomy, and as an alternative to legislative and/or regulatory action, the CVMA strongly recommends that veterinarians thoroughly educate cat owners about the normal scratching behaviors of cats and that they support their clients in exploring and implementing alternatives to declawing.  The CVMA assists veterinarians in their efforts by providing online information and educational resources that can help them communicate effectively with their clients (see http://colovma.org/cat-declawing/). If such alternatives fail, with a potential consequence being the relinquishment and/or euthanasia of the cat, then onychectomy becomes the option of last resort.  These statements are supported by a recent survey of veterinary practices which revealed that most veterinarians recommend nonsurgical alternatives to onychectomy and the veterinarians who perform the surgery do so infrequently, at a rate of one procedure or fewer performed per month. 1 



Declawing is not a preferred choice, but may be necessary to avoid relinquishment and/or euthanasia, and allow a cat to remain in an otherwise excellent home



While declawing is not typically a medically necessary procedure, the veterinarian’s ability to perform it can literally be a matter of life or death for some cats. Cats expressing destructive scratching behavior are vulnerable to being relinquished, released or abandoned, or euthanized. According to the American Veterinary Medical Association, nationwide an estimated 70% of cats relinquished to shelters are euthanized, and therefore it is in the interest of most cats to remain in their homes. Consequently, when other approaches to resolving destructive behavior fail and the alternative is relinquishment of the cat, veterinarians need the option of onychectomy. While not a first choice, if properly performed, declawing may allow a pet cat to remain in an otherwise excellent home. While most cat owners will never need to consider declawing, others are dealing with difficulties such as stringent tenancy requirements and potential eviction or human health conditions where medical advice is to eliminate any risk of a scratch injury. In the face of these unique challenges, owners may find that declawing becomes a “less bad” outcome compared with surrendering their pet. 



Pain management and patient outcomes



Veterinarians recognize that onychectomy is a major surgery. Appropriate use of safe and effective anesthetics and perioperative analgesics for an appropriate length of time is imperative. Pain management is necessary (not elective) and required for this procedure. Multimodal pain management is recommended, and there should be a written aftercare plan. Just as for other surgical procedures, advancements in knowledge and technology mean that onychectomy procedures have evolved. Contemporary approaches to onychectomy have resulted in reduced surgical complications and better patient outcomes. Current scientific data do not support assertions that declawing, when performed properly, leads to long-term pain, behavioral abnormalities, or impairment of normal behavior when declawed cats are compared with cats in control groups.



We recognize that declawing is a controversial procedure; however, we speak for the profession in asking you to reconsider the appropriateness of 17-0709 and ensure that veterinarians retain their ability to apply their professional judgment when it comes to medical and surgical decisions that impact the health and welfare of their patients.  Veterinarians have an obligation to consider the unique needs of the patient that is in front of them and a duty to inform their clients of a given procedure’s risks, benefits, and alternatives. Declawing is neither unique nor singular in that regard. We thank you for supporting our patients, their owners, and our profession by protecting the ability of veterinarians to act in their patients’ best interests. 



The CVMA was founded in 1888 and has over 2,390 members in Colorado, including 116 veterinarians who practice in Denver. CVMA is the voice of the veterinary profession in Colorado; its members are engaged in a wide variety of professional activities and are dedicated to the art and science of veterinary medicine. For questions regarding this letter, please contact Diane Matt, CEO-designate at dianematt@colovma.org. 



William French, DVM 




C. Diane Matt, CAE



President





Chief Executive Officer-designate



1Ruch-Gallie R, Hellyer PW, Schoenfeld-Tacher R, et al. Survey of practices and perceptions regarding feline onychectomy among private practitioners. J Am Vet Med Assoc 2016;249(3):291-298.
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Testimony on 17-0709 Bill to Amend Chapter 8 Cat Declawing 


City and County of Denver Safety, Housing, Education & Homelessness Committee



November 6, 2017


My name is Dr. Will French. I am a veterinarian and president of the Colorado Veterinary Medical Association.


 



CVMA opposes the declawing of cats, AND we oppose the proposed ordinance.  



Some of the unsubstantiated statements presented by Dr. Lavizzo, while they make a dramatic point, are simply inaccurate.  One of the studies that he references points out that the majority of veterinarians do not perform declaws via the guillotine method, but in fact use a scalpel blade which has much more satisfactory outcomes than those illustrated in Dr. Lavizzo’s presentation. Additionally, when asked about complication rates, specifically long term chronic lameness, veterinarians reported that fewer than 1% of declaws have those complications.   


I appreciate the councilmember’s comments at the Safe House Committee meeting regarding a fundamental function of government as being the regulation of professions that can’t regulate themselves.  


In response to that statement, it is important to be aware that the veterinary profession is regulated by Colorado’s State Board of Veterinary Medicine, under the Department of Regulatory Affairs. The State Board of Veterinary Medicine is a 7-member board of veterinarians and public members that licenses veterinarians, investigates complaints about the practice of veterinary medicine, disciplines violators of the law and/or Board's Rules, and makes rules and regulations that govern the conduct of veterinarians.


It is also important to know that the veterinary profession is already effectively shifting practice by educating its constituents about declawing cats – the number of declaws and doctors performing declaws is dramatically declining.


Another fundamental purpose of government is to protect and preserve individual rights. And the right of an individual to make a medical decision, no matter how ethically difficult, within the confines of a relationship between a doctor and their patient is one of crucial import.  


If Dr. Lavizzo would like to iddntify and present to the state board cases declaws that were performed without adequate pain control or surgical technique, I would gladly stand with him in front of that group to testify as to the pain and suffering placed on those animals. If the PAW project would like to collaborate on an educational campaign for landlords about the problematic nature of requiring residents to have declawed their cats, the CVMA would gladly engage in such efforts.  


Declawing is an extremely complex issue, and a blanket ban is simply bad policy that will fail to bring about desired change.  Changing hearts and minds about this issue is admittedly harder work, but is sounder policy, and a path that we are committed to, not simply banning it in Denver alone, which may have unforeseen consequences contrary to the welfare of cats.
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Testimony on 17-0709 Draft Bill to Amend Chapter 8 Cat Declawing 10-25-17



City and County of Denver Safety, Housing, Education & Homelessness Committee



October 25, 2017



Good morning committee members. My name is Dr. Joy Fuhrman. I am a veterinarian and I serve as president-elect of the Colorado Veterinary Medical Association.



  



I have known Dr. Lavizzo for several years and I have served alongside him on the Board of the Fort Collins Cat Rescue and Spay Neuter Clinic.



I do not support declawing cats. However, this issue is about so much more than cats and their toes. There are significantly larger issues at play. This is actually about protecting medical decisions without government interference. Choices and decisions made between myself and a human medical professional either about my own care or about that of my child are private and protected, whether outsiders agree or disagree with the decisions made. The highest court in our land has upheld this right.


 


CVMA believes the government must protect the right of owners and veterinarians to make private medical decisions. If the Denver City Council does not protect this right, then what is the next right that will be taken away from citizens of this city, state or nation?



For this reason, we respectfully ask that this measure not be passed out of committee.



 


Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
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Testimony on 17-0709 Draft Bill to Amend Chapter 8 Cat Declawing 10-25-17



City and County of Denver Safety, Housing, Education & Homelessness Committee



October 25, 2017



Good morning. My name is Dr. Will French. I am a veterinarian and president of the Colorado Veterinary Medical Association which counts 119 veterinarians practicing in Denver among its 2,392 Colorado members. Thank you for the opportunity to speak this morning.



 


CVMA opposes the declawing of cats, AND we oppose the proposed ordinance.  Here's why:



 


· We support the principle that complex veterinary decisions rightfully belong in the domain of the owner and the veterinarian.



· We support owners and veterinarians having well-informed discussions and making thoughtful, appropriate decisions about declawing



· We support vigorous education of cat owners and landlords about non-surgical ways to manage scratching



· We support the continuing, dramatic decline in declawing – which nowadays is rarely offered in a "spay/neuter package"



· We support the use of modern surgical methods, advanced equipment, and effective pain management in all veterinary procedures



· We support the use of data and research for thoughtful, effective animal welfare policy-making 



· And finally, we support the human-animal bond, through which people and animals experience the unique joys and benefits of these special relationships



 


The proposed ordinance oversimplifies complex decision making, restricts veterinarians from their duty and opportunity to educate, and takes the human out of the human-animal bond.  Therefore, we are opposed.  We would welcome the opportunity to be included in the dialogue and deliberation about animal policy and urge you to consider the perspectives of the veterinary profession on this emotional and multi-faceted question. For all these reasons, we respectfully ask that this measure not be passed out of committee.
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From: lorelei hickman
To: Black, Kendra A. - CC City Council Elected; Brooks, Albus - CC City Council Elected; New, Wayne C. - CC City


Council Elected; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC City Council Elected; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC City
Council Elected; Lopez, Paul D. - CC City Council Elected; Susman, Mary Elizabeth - CC City Council Elected;
Kashmann, Paul J. - CC City Council Elected; Clark, Jolon M. - CC City Council Elected; Herndon, Christopher J. -
CC City Council Elected; kniechatlarge; Deborah Ortega - Councilwoman At Large; dencc - City Council


Subject: Who Benefits From Declawing Cats?
Date: Saturday, November 04, 2017 8:43:32 PM


To All The Honorable Members of the Denver City Council:


My name is Lorelei Hickman.  I am a former veterinary technician, currently a resident of
Pueblo, Colorado, and am writing to you again today regarding the proposed bill to ban
declawing of cats except in cases of medical necessity in Denver.  I am unfortunately unable to
attend the public comment session on the topic which is scheduled for 5pm on Monday, Nov.
6, but as both a former veterinary technician and a pet owner, I beg you all to please consider
the following:


The people who are going to oppose this bill, generally speaking, are NOT going to be pet
owners concerned about government "meddling" in their lives and personal decisions.  The
opposition to this ordinance is almost exclusively going to come from organizations such as
the Colorado Veterinary Medical Association, which is a trade organization which exists to
promote AS ITS PRIMARY CONCERN the business interests of veterinarians-- NOT animal
welfare or customer service to pet owners.  Please think about this for a moment and ask
yourselves:  When making a decision on whether or not a controversial thing ought to be
permitted within your city limits, is it well advised to place much weight on the opinions of
people with an **obvious vested interest** in keeping the controversial thing legal? 


Cats certainly do not benefit physically or physiologically from being declawed.  Anyone with a
veterinary medical degree should understand this.  And to argue that declawing a cat is
beneficial to the cat because "it will keep that cat in a home" is to willfully and blatantly ignore
the thousands of declawed cats who can be found dumped on the streets or in shelters across
the country on any given day.  Pet owners do not benefit from having a declawed cat, because
declawed cats SO commonly develop either physical or behavioral problems after the surgery
which can result in many costly follow-up vet visits or, in some cases, a deterioration of the
human/animal bond due to personality changes in the pet.  (I can't even begin to count how
many times a cat owner has confided to me that if they'd known that declawing was actually
the amputation of all their cat's toes, they never would have done it!)  So the only beings who
are guaranteed to benefit from keeping declawing legal are the veterinarians who perform
this (usually) medically unnecessary, radical, and IRREVERSIBLE surgical procedure. 


Please also consider the following:  Banning declawing within the Denver city limits will not
actually prevent any pet owner in the Denver metro area from obtaining the surgery for their
pet if they are determined to have it done.  The procedure will still be widely available at the
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vast majority of veterinary practices surrounding Denver for those seeking it, but Denver itself
does not have to keep endorsing and allowing this socially acceptable form of animal cruelty
within its borders.  Denver has the opportunity to be better, to do better for animals and
people, and to send the message to the rest of the country that it's time we as a society step
up and become better, more responsible caretakers of our companion animals.  There is no
brigade of animal activists waiting in the wings to try to ban spaying and neutering of animals
next, or any other legitimately beneficial veterinary medical procedure.  Declawing is simply a
relic of the dark ages of veterinary medicine, one that most of the rest of the world has
already abandoned or never began in the first place, and it needs to fall by the wayside if
veterinary medicine in the United States is going to continue evolving and becoming more
compassionate and humane, which is what most pet owners today want it to be.  Thank you
for your time and please support the anti-declawing ordinance. 


Sincerely,
Lorelei Hickman
4011 O'Neal Ave. #12
Pueblo, CO 81005
(719) 564-7959
(719) 281-4442








From: lorelei hickman
To: Black, Kendra A. - CC City Council Elected; Brooks, Albus - CC City Council Elected; New, Wayne C. - CC City


Council Elected; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC City Council Elected; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC City
Council Elected; Lopez, Paul D. - CC City Council Elected; Susman, Mary Elizabeth - CC City Council Elected;
Kashmann, Paul J. - CC City Council Elected; Clark, Jolon M. - CC City Council Elected; Herndon, Christopher J. -
CC City Council Elected; kniechatlarge; Deborah Ortega - Councilwoman At Large; dencc - City Council


Subject: anti-declaw ordinance CB17-0709
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 2:41:44 PM


To All The Honorable Members of the Denver City Council:


My name is Lorelei Hickman.  I'm currently a resident of Pueblo, Colorado, and I am writing to
you in regard to Paw Project-Colorado Director Dr. Aubrey Lavizzo’s presentation of proposed
anti-declaw ordinance CB17-0709 at the City Council’s Committee Hearing on Wednesday
October 25 at 10:30 a.m.  I am unable to attend the meeting in person, but must tell you:


I am a former veterinary technician who was fired from my last job at a feline vet hospital in
Louisiana because I refused to stop giving information to our clients about the many potential
risks and complications from declawing surgery which can negatively impact a cat's quality of
life.  I was told by my employer, "If you don't believe in declawing, you should be bagging
groceries, not working in a veterinary hospital- not MY veterinary hospital".  This is a verbatim
quote.   And this is why I strongly and wholeheartedly support bans on declawing cats-
because unfortunately I have direct firsthand knowledge of the existence of unethical
veterinarians who deliberately conspire to keep their clients in the dark or confused as to
exactly what declawing cats entails.  This same veterinarian (and his staff) would also
encourage clients to violate contracts by blatantly lying to adoption agencies (such as the
SPCA) which have specified "do not declaw" policies for adopted cats, telling them "don't say
that you want to declaw the cat or they won't adopt to you".  (Another verbatim quote).  


It is a sad and troubling fact for pet owners that this man with his callous attitude is far from
alone in the veterinary profession in the United States.  Through social media I have heard
stories from a number of other veterinary support staff members across the country who have
also been fired (or threatened with being fired) simply because they are trying to do the right
thing and give pet owners all the information they need to make a truly informed decision
about whether or not they want to have their cat declawed.  (Studies have shown that when
presented with ALL the unsanitized facts, the majority of people choose NOT to have it done,
and this has not been lost on the veterinarians who give out information as sparingly as
possible "and ONLY if the client specifically asks for it".)  


This is not only affecting cats, who nevertheless suffer greatly when they are declawed (it is,
after all, the amputation of the last joint of every digit on the paw, which results in an altered
gait and a greater risk of developing arthritis and many other painful musculoskeletal
problems over time).  It is also affecting their human caretakers, who are being financially
victimized by these unethical professionals who deprive them of the opportunity for informed
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consent.  (Many declaw patients need frequent follow-up visits to address infections,
lameness, behavior issues, and other problems post-surgery, and it becomes expensive.)  It is
also affecting the morale and productiveness of veterinary support staff members who find
themselves in toxic workplaces due to this issue, and in some cases it is forcing them out of
the profession, as in my own case.  


As you may have heard (or may hear during Dr. Lavizzo's presentation), declawing cats has
been banned in 8 cities in California, including Los Angeles, and animal shelter management in
those cities have NOT reported an increase in cats relinquished to shelters after the declaw
bans went into effect.  This mutilating, usually medically unnecessary procedure (there are
rare exceptions which generally only necessitate amputation of individual digits, NOT all of
them) has also been banned as animal cruelty in most of the rest of the First World, with the
U.S. and Canada being the only holdouts.  


On behalf of all cats, all caring pet owners who (sometimes misguidedly) trust their
veterinarians, and all veterinary staff members across the country who want to see their
profession put an end to this hypocrisy, I ask you to please support ordinance CB17-0709 and
help Denver to become a leader in compassion to animals and the people who love them. 
Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,
Lorelei Hickman
(719) 564-7959
(719) 281-4442
4011 O'Neal Ave. #12
Pueblo, CO 81005





