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March	  7,	  2016	  
	  
Denver	  Landmark	  Commission	  
201	  W.	  Colfax	  
Denver,	  CO	  80203	  
	  
Dear	  Landmark	  Commissioners,	  
	  
On	  behalf	  of	  Historic	  Denver’s	  Board	  of	  Trustees	  I	  am	  writing	  to	  offer	  our	  support	  for	  the	  designation	  
of	  the	  1909	  Stadium	  Arena	  on	  the	  National	  Western	  Stock	  Show	  site.	  	  	  
	  
Historic	  Denver	  has	  been	  actively	  involved	  in	  conversations	  about	  the	  National	  Western	  since	  2011,	  
advocating	  for	  the	  historic	  buildings	  and	  site	  features	  that	  convey	  the	  deep	  history	  of	  the	  site	  and	  
provide	  much	  of	  its	  unique	  character.	  	  In	  2011	  we	  provided	  the	  City,	  the	  Stock	  Show	  and	  relevant	  
stakeholders	  important	  information	  about	  the	  history	  of	  the	  site	  and	  the	  historic	  buildings,	  and	  from	  
2013	  to	  2016	  we	  have	  participated	  in	  the	  Master	  Planning	  process	  as	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Citizens	  
Advisory	  Committee.	  
	  
This	  character,	  and	  the	  associated	  cultural	  identity,	  are	  critical	  assets	  to	  the	  Stock	  Show	  and	  to	  
Denver.	  	  The	  designation	  of	  the	  Stadium	  Arena,	  the	  first	  official	  Stock	  Show	  structure	  constructed	  and	  
the	  oldest	  Stock	  Show	  building	  still	  used	  for	  some	  of	  its	  original	  purposes,	  is	  the	  first	  and	  more	  
important	  step	  in	  the	  preservation	  plans	  for	  the	  site.	  	  The	  designation	  will	  enable	  the	  City	  and	  
National	  Western	  Stock	  Show	  Association	  to	  earn	  grants	  for	  further	  analysis	  of	  the	  building	  and	  to	  
design	  the	  specific	  restoration	  and	  rehabilitation	  actions	  necessary	  to	  reactivate	  the	  building	  for	  on-‐
going,	  year-‐round	  use.	  
	  
As	  noted	  in	  the	  designation	  application,	  the	  designation	  boundaries	  include	  the	  original	  1909	  
structure,	  identifying	  several	  later	  additions	  as	  non-‐contributing.	  	  We	  concur	  with	  this	  approach,	  as	  
the	  arena	  was	  designed	  as	  a	  stand-‐alone	  building	  and	  will	  be	  much	  better	  appreciated	  when	  it	  is	  fully	  
revealed.	  	  Furthermore,	  due	  to	  its	  close	  proximity	  to	  1-‐70	  and	  46th	  Avenue	  the	  restored	  Stadium	  
Arena	  will	  be	  one	  of	  the	  most	  prominent	  visual	  symbols	  of	  the	  Stock	  Show.	  
	  
We	  congratulate	  the	  City	  of	  Denver,	  North	  Denver	  Cornerstone	  Collaborative	  and	  the	  National	  
Western	  Stock	  Show	  Association	  on	  this	  important	  action,	  and	  offer	  our	  gratitude	  for	  their	  
commitment	  to	  the	  Stadium	  Arena	  and	  the	  heritage	  of	  this	  important	  site.	  
	  
Sincerely, 

 
Annie Levinsky      
Executive Director 
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