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Top Things to Remember as You Consider the Wastewater Rate Increase Tonight
The Need for a Rate Increase:

The city has identified $1.5 billion dollars in drainage needs citywide and has the means to
allocate only about $20M annually for capital improvements.

Stormwater infrastructure is costly and $20M each year buys less and less, as construction and
materials costs rise.

The storm drainage rate increase will allow us to:
¢ address serious flooding and drainage problems that exist across many parts of Denver
o replace and maintain aging infrastructure
¢ improve the city’s water quality
e Fund the Platte to Park Hill project, which focuses on areas east and north of downtown
that are most are risk for flooding.
e Tackle 39 storm drainage projects currently in the 6-year plan (see attached)

Combined Denver storm and sanitary sewer charges are below average in the metro area and
below what many other metro area communities currently pay including Boulder, Longmont,
for Collins, Parker, and Colorado Springs.

If the rate increase is not passed, the future cost to maintain and rehabilitate the aging
infrastructure will increase exponentially and the reliability of this system will decrease in the
same proportion.

About the Platte to Park Hill Program

Platte to Park Hill projects will make immediate drainage improvements in the Montclair and
Park Hill basins and protect neighborhoods most at risk for flooding in Denver. These basins are
the highest priority because these basins have no open waterways and a limited storm drainage
system to slow and manage stormwater.

The Platte to Park Hill projects represent a little over $5 of the $23 yearly rate increase for the
average residential customer.

If a rate increase is not passed, residents in neighborhoods east and north of town will remain
at risk for catastrophic flood damage in a significant storm event.

Other Benefits of the Platte to Park Hill Program

Redesigning the existing Globeville Landing Park, while adding about a half an acre of new
parkiand and new park amenities.

Reducing flood risk with a mile-long open channel along 39th Avenue between Franklin and
Steele streets and adding new recreational open space with a multi-use trail.



Thoughtful integration of water detention into the landscape of City Park Golf Course, while
making the design of City Park Golf Course even more enjoyable for golfers and the community.

How about sanitary system rates and improvements?

The rate increase will provide $8 million dollars a year to upgrade the city’s sanitary sewer
system

The increase will help fund needed improvements and upgrades citywide at a time when our
population is growing by roughly 1,500 people a month.

The cost to maintain and upgrade the pipes is becoming more and more expensive, diverting
resources from other needs. 1n areas of the city with rapid changes, the size of our pipes are
not capable of carrying the new demand.

In some areas, Denver’s sanitary sewer is seeping into the storm sewer, thus contaminating our
waterways.

More on Globeville
The Platte to Park Hill program will not impact Globeville.

The potential for flooding in Globeville comes from 2 sources: 1) river overtopping the levee
and 2) local drainage issues

The Urban Drainage & Flood Control District and the Corps of Engineers are currently
investigating the river over-topping issue. The solution will be in the millions of dollars

Local drainage improvements at a cost of $62 million (2013 $$) are recommended in the 2014
Storm Drainage Master Plan.

The 2014 Storm Drainage Master Plan identified one Significant Flooding Location (43 &
Sherman) in the Globeville Neighborhood which can be addressed with Project 0059-01-J for
$7M (2013 $$). This can be done in phases with the Neighborhood Needs funding.

Responses to Recent Statements Made by the Public:

Statement: the Annual Storm Drainage Service Charge will be increased
after Jan. 1, 2021, in perpetuity, without a vote by City Council

Response - False: Per City Ordinance, increases to the annual storm and sanitary service charge
above and beyond Consumer Price Index (CPI) requires a City Council approval.

Statement: The P2PH project, in contrast to the City's representations and
photos, will provide little to no flood benefit to the majority of Denver residents who are paying
for it, including neighborhoods located within the Montclair and Park Hill basins.



Response- False. P2P is the start to a necessary backbone drainage system for Montclair and a
continuation of the backbone system for Park Hill that began in the early 2000’s. For Montclair

th
specifically, P2P will have significant immediate benefit to hundreds of properties north of 39
Avenue. The city recognizes that P2P is not the full solution for Montclair, and even with CPGC

th
detention, more improvements south of the 39  Ave channel will still be needed to fully protect
the residents in Cole, Clayton, Skyland & Whittier, however P2P is a big first step in creating a
reliable system.

Statement: the P2PH project did not exist in Denver’s 2014 Storm
Drainage Master Plan and proceeding with this project will delay other fixes identified in the
plan.

Response: The master plan is a high level planning tool, not a design document. Justification for
P2Ps enlarged backbone drainage systems is based upon engineering analysis {defines the
problem} and the corresponding system size that would be needed to address the potential
flood risk (defines the solution).

The statement that “proceeding with this project will delay other fixes identified in the plan” is
false. The city continually assesses needs based upon a variety of technical and social criteria to
create a citywide storm capital program that balances addressing both large projects with small
projects, neighborhood needs with priority basin needs, and water quality.
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[an_ls Basin .or Focus Waterway Project Name | Nelighborhood! . Council -D_istmt: !_-Es'tlr'ria ted Cost
1. Citywide Concrete Repair Annual Program All All $12,500,000
2. General Storm Drainage Capital Improvement Annual Program
See List After Proj #39 for potential General Storm locations - G ce
3. Storm Project Annual Development All All $3,000,000
4. Storm Drainage Annual Master Plan Implementation All All $1,450,000
5. Storm Drainage Master Plan Update All All $1,250,000
ls. 33" Street Outfall Five Points 9 $18,700,000
7. Glenbrook Detention 8asin Marston 2 53,800,000
IB. E Yale Avenue Storm, Phase | University Hills 4 $500,000
th City Park,
I9. E1l6 " Avenue Street System, Phase | South Park Hill 89 41,800,000
10. 27" Street Interceptor, Phase | Five Points g $12,400,000
Villa Park,
11. Lakewood Gulch-5heridan Phase |I, Construction 1,3 $7,200,000
West Colfax
12. Jackson Street System Hale, 5,10 $9,550,000
) 4 Congress Park ' i
th City Park,
13.E16 " Avenue System, Phase I| South Park Hill 8,9 514,300,000
14. Marion Street System, Phase | Whittier 9 $10,500,000
18. Oneida & Tennessee to Cherry Creek, Phase | Washln%,t::; virginia 6 $4,400,000
16. Park Hill System, Phases VI & 38" Avenue - Dahlia to Holly Northeast Park Hill 8 $10,000,000
Sloan's Lake,
17. UDFCD Study: Sloan’s Lake MDP and FHAD Update (2016) West Colfax, 13 $100,000
Sun Valley
Hampden South,
18. UDFCD Study: Goldsmith Gulch MDP and FHAD Update (2017) e 46 $100,000
) ¥ P Goldsmith, . !
Virginia Village
Montbello,
19 UDFCD Study: Irondale Gulch OSP Update {2018) Gateway/GVR 11 $55,000
20. UDFCD Study: Sand Creek (downstream of Colfax) MDP & FHAD (2018} Stapleton 8 $100,000
Villa Park,
21, UDFCD Study: Lakewood Guich MDP and FHAD (2019} West Colfax, 1,3 $100,000
Sun Valley
Washington Virginia
: Village,
22, UDFCD CIP: Cherry Creek Stabilization — Holly to Iliff virginia Village, 6 $1,750,000
Indian Creek
23. UDFCD CIP: Bowles Ditch Separation Marston 2 $800,000
24, UDFCD CIP: Marston Lake North Drainageway MDP Implementation Marston 2 $625,000
25, Sanderson Gulch, Reach 1 Ruby Hill 7 $3,000,000
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Overland,
26, USACE River South Study Athmar Park, 7 $500,000
Ruby Hill
Globeville,
Highland,
Elyria Swansea,
. Five Points,
27. USACE South Platte River Implementation Union Station, 139 56,000,000
Jefferson Park,
Auraria,
Sun Valley
Overland,
Rosedale,
University,
28. USACE Gulch Improvements (Weir and Harvard Gulches) University Park, 3,67 $4,000,000
Sun Valley,
Barnum,
Westwood
29. Reglonal Water Quality Project Development All All $875,000
30. Regional Water Quality Construction projects All All $20,500,000
31. Public Restrooms All All $1,500,000
32. Annual Critical Sanitary Sewer Lining Program All All $2,500,000
33. Annual Critical Sanitary Sewer Replacement Program All All $6,000,000
34. Annual Sanitary Improvements All All $22,000,000
35. Annual Sanitary Project Development All All $900,000
36. Sanitary Master Plan Updates All All $950,000
37. E Cherry Creek Sanitary Upsizing Cherry Creek 10 $3,750,000
38, 49" Avenue, Phase Il Elyria Swansea 9 $4,000,000
39. York Street Sanitary Improvements Elyria Swansea 10 $6,000,000
R TR T - s : Planning Level
[ * A i e 2
[rotenﬂal General'Storm Project Name .Ey_ncl_l District _ Estimated Cost |
5730 W Clear Creek Regis 1 $100,000
995 Irving aka 10th and Irving Villa Park 3 $825,000
4811 W 11th Ave Villa Park 3 $260,000
1840 5 Stuart Westwood 3 $75,000
[Monaco & Bates Hampden 4 $50,000
|8202 E. Lehigh Dr Hampden South 4 $150,000
IHampden Heights Laterals Hampden South 4 $625,000
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4040 E Bayaud Hilltop 5 $2,500,000
IHudson & Pacific Virginia Village 6 $1,400,000
!Goldsmlth Gulch at Monaco and Evans Goldsmith 6 $2,000,000
S Carlan St Outfall Ruby Hill 7 $1,500,000
1534 W Cedar Ave Valverde 7 $75,000
1897 Acama S - Alley Overland 7 $100,000
3rd and Mariposa Baker 7 $850,000
Valverde Ditch Valverde 7 $3,000,000
456 S Broadway Washington Park West 7 $75,000
4001 Fox St Globeville g $500,000
|Flatte Farm Open Space (49th and Grant) Globeville 9 $2,000,000
43rd & Sherman Globeville 9 $7,125,000

*These locations are subject to change and represent potential general storm project areas. Locations are shown on the Wastewater Capital Projects
Management 2016-2021 Storm Capital Improvement Program Map dated 5/9/2016.
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