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From: Smith, Shelley - City Council
To: Hopson, Renae - City Council
Subject: FW: Red Rocks and Designation process
Date: Thursday, June 23, 2016 2:52:21 PM
Attachments: RR.JPG
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From: Gilmore, Scott M. - PR Parks and Planning - PP 
Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2016 7:55 PM
To: # All Users - City Council <#AllUsers-CityCouncil@denvergov.org>; Gilkison, Arthur J. - Parks &
 Rec <Arthur.Gilkison@denvergov.org>; Andrew Sense <andrewsense@gmail.com>; Benjamin
 Wilking <benjamin_wilking@dpsk12.org>; C L Harmer <cl.harmer@gmail.com>; David Richter
 <drichld7@yahoo.com>; Dora Aragon <dora2016dp@gmail.com>; Florence Navarro
 <fnavarro@fs.fed.us>; Fran Coleman <fran@francolemancc2.com>; Frank Rowe
 <frowe@rppublishing.com>; Jason Robinson <jrob100@hotmail.com>; Jay Rust <rustkj@aol.com>;
 Leslie Twargowski <leslieht@outlook.com>; Liz Drogan <lizdprab@gmail.com>; Marcus Pachner
 <marcus@thepachnercompany.com>; Noel Copeland <ndcopeland@aol.com>; Paterson, John A -
 City Council Operations <John.Paterson@denvergov.org>; Shane Wright
 <shanewright.office@gmail.com>; Thad Jacobs <tjacobsdprab@gmail.com>; Rust, Kathleen
 <RUSTKJ@aol.com>; Hawkey, Tom <tomhawkey@gmail.com>; Hawkey, Tom
 <tomhawkey@comcast.net>; Gagne, Raeann - Parks & Recreation
 <Raeann.Gagne@denvergov.org>; Eckert, Brad A - PR Parks and Planning - PP
 <Brad.Eckert@denvergov.org>; Haynes, Happy - PR Administration Division
 <happy.haynes@denvergov.org>; 'Fabby' <frh@fhillyard.com>; ericpiritt@livenation.com;
 nananderson@andarch.com; bwenk@wenkla.com; RustyLea@comcast.net; nfrancis@me.com;
 ndcopeland@aol.com; Shanewright.office@gmail.com; Effley Brooks III
 <effleybrooks@comcast.net>; Steve Good <stephenlgood@yahoo.com>; WBBerger
 <wbb@wbberger.com>; wells, kathleen <kathleen.wells@case.edu>; Ehrenstein, Ray
 <raymondehrenstein@yahoo.com>; bwillcameron@comcast.net
Cc: Quesada, Yolanda I - PR Administration Division <Yolanda.Quesada@denvergov.org>; Bowman,
 Tad R. - Arts and Venues <Tad.Bowman@denvergov.org>; Rice, Kent A. - Arts and Venues
 <Kent.Rice@denvergov.org>; Sinden, Janice - Mayor's Office <Janice.Sinden@denvergov.org>;
 Miller, Amber - Mayor's Office Communications Director <Amber.Miller@denvergov.org>; Hancock,
 Michael B. - Mayor's Office <Michael.Hancock@denvergov.org>; Dreyer, Evan F. - Mayor's Office
 <Evan.Dreyer@denvergov.org>; May, Penny L. - General Services Administratn
 <Penny.May@denvergov.org>; O'Brien, Timothy M. - Auditor's Office
 <TimothyM.OBrien@denvergov.org>; Gilmore, Scott M. - PR Parks and Planning - PP
 <Scott.Gilmore@denvergov.org>; Karvaski, Cynthia - PR Administration Division
 <cyndi.karvaski@denvergov.org>; Stuart, Skye - Mayor's Office <Skye.Stuart@denvergov.org>;
 Strott, Mike - Mayor's Office <Mike.Strott@denvergov.org>
Subject: Red Rocks and Designation process
 
Hello City Council members, City Council staff, PRAB members, Park Designation Committee
 members, and Red Rock Working group members,
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As Parks continues to move forward with the Park Designation process, I wanted to update you on
 an issue that has come up recently.  Most recently, with Arts and Venues support and approval, we
 are moving forward with adding 98 acres of beautiful landscape to Red Rocks Park and
 Amphitheatre (attached pictures - RR and RR2). Arts and Venues has been a phenomenal partner
 in our efforts at Red Rocks and other Mountain Parks. Through their ticket surcharge they are
 providing funding to support our Park operations and maintenance efforts. This funding has allowed
 us to hire two park rangers to work not only Red Rocks but other parks in our Mountain Parks
 system. Arts and Venues is also funding numerous construction projects that are really helping us
 maintain the character and long term sustainability of the park and amphitheater.  
 
The issue that has come up recently is related to four parcels of land near Red Rocks Park. The parcel
 that is being added to Red Rocks Park and the three other parcels (attached map) were purchased
 in 2000 with funds from Arts and Venues and it is due to Arts and Venues support that this 98 acre
 addition to the park is even happening. The 98 acres that is being added to Red Rocks Park is
 directly adjacent and has a contiguous boundary that is shared with the existing park. I have
 attached a map (FullSizeRender) that shows the 98 acres (parcel #4 - Bradley trade parcel) and the
 other three parcels in question (#1, #2, #3).
 
Denver Parks and Recreation and Denver Arts and Venues are in agreement that at his time we do
 not want to move forward with the discussion of the possibility of designating these three parcels.
 Here is a list of reasons why:


·        Even though parcels (#1, #2, #3) are all technically owned by the City and County of Denver,
 they fall under the direct management of Arts and Venues. It is not in Denver Parks purview
 to try and dictate to a sister agency how to manage the assets under their management.


·        Parcel #3 on the map is actually where Arts and Venues provides overflow parking for
 events. Also, as there has been controversy about the possibility of locating a permanent
 home for the Colorado Music Hall of Fame within Red Rocks Park, this parcel actually offers
 a suitable location outside the boundaries of Red Rocks Park, in close proximity the
 Amphitheatre, which could be considered as a possible location for that venue.


·        Parcel #2 has a life estate placed on it and at this time could not be designated as parkland.
·        Parcel #1 and #2 are not adjacent or contiguous to the park and if designated as parkland,


 and opened  to public access, these would be an incredibly challenging for parks staff to
 manage.


 
Since 2011, I have been blessed to work at Parks and Recreation. Over the last five years I have had
 the pleasure of working with a wide variety of community members and numerous city agencies to
 improve and enhance our amazing parks system. Working with DIA, we have opened the largest
 open space in Denver, called First Creek at DEN Open Space, to use by the public. We have added
 approximately 6 acres of new parkland along Lower Lakewood Gulch, with the support of Public
 Works. I truly believe that individuals do not know the amazing work that this Parks and Recreation
 Department, with the complete support of the Administration, has accomplished in the past few
 years. Here are a few points to consider:  
 


·       Designation of parkland from 1956 to 2012 – 56 year time span: approximately 600







Scott Gilmore | Deputy Executive Director
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 acres
 


Designation of parkland from 2013 to 2016 – 4 year time span: approximately 850
 acres (includes Red Rocks parcel)


 
Park and Open Space acreage added to Denver Parks system from 2013 to 2016 -
 approximately 630 acres


 
Just the two items of 850 acres of designated parkland, and 630 acres of open space and parks
 added to our Parks system, should make individuals take a pause……. and say WOW!!!! Hopefully
 this information helps and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to give me a call.
 
As always thanks for all your support.
 
Scott  
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