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Denver’s Social Consumption Coalition

March 12, 2019
Members of Denver City Council:

Please accept this letter from over 2 dozen business owners as interest in starting a cannabis
consumption business in Denver under Initiative 300. We have come together collectively as a budding
industry to ask your support in modifying the proximity setbacks to 500 feet for Denver’s Social
Consumption Initiative. The 1,000 foot setback from schools as approved by the voters would remain in
place.

We are professionals, entrepurnuers, and community members who have viable businesses with which
we can successfully overlay cannabis consumption. The common thread that unites us all in this letter is
that there are no viable locations for us to open our businesses under the proximity rules as they
currently exist today.

There has been much discussion around the viability of 1300 and whether there are viable business
models. There has been a tendency to blame the failure of the program on the lack of interest. We
stand united together in saying the biggest obstacle we are all facing is finding a suitable location from
which we can operate. We come to you in full agreement that the distance requirements put forward
by the Department of Excise and Licensing have been, by far, our biggest hurdle in being able to acquire
a social consumption license. We simply cannot get past the real estate agent.

What about the children?

We urge you to realize that Denver cannot stop social consumption from happening. It is a movement
that is happening nationwide. You can only stop it from being successfully regulated in Denver and
protecting the populations, including children, who none of us want witnessing consumption. Itis
happening all over this city without fire protection, ventilation, or monitoring for intoxication. Every
operator who has signed on to this letter has done so with compliance at the forefront of all our minds.
Compliance means consumption may not be visible from any vantage point a child has, whether they
are in the car driving by the property or in the stroller walking by with a parent...consumption cannot be
visible per the program’s rules. This is the opposite of what we have today by default with a culture that
now promotes citizens and tourist alike to consume in the street, in alleys, in parks and their cars
because there is simply no place for them to go.

We would also like to assure you that loosening the distance requirements will not instigate a flood of
social consumption businesses. Running a consumption business is not for everyone and certainly not



for the faint of heart. Once a viable location is identified, the business must secure a lease from the
owner allowing onsite consumption, we must obtain neighborhood support before running an
application through the gauntlet of agencies for approval for fire, health and safety, ventilation, police,
zoning, public health and more. Finally, we must then go through a public hearing where anyone who
feels they may be harmed by a consumption business in their neighborhood has the opportunity to
make their case before the Director of Excise and Licenses issues a final decision on whether or not to
grant the license.

Instead, providing reasonable proximity restrictions that are consistent with alcohol, will allow good
operators who desire to be fully compliant with the program, to bring social consumption out from the
underground where it can be regulated and made safe for all. We can provide public service solutions
to the very real problem of people consuming in parks in front of children and out front of business on
sidewalks and other rights-of-way.

We urge you to modify the setbacks. Making them consistent with those of alcohol will honor the will of
the voters and allow the program to function as it was designed. Thank you again for your time and
attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Denver’s Social Consumption Industry

Evan Butman

Dean Ween’s Honey Pot Lounge
(303)842-3724

Cindy Sovine
Utopia Natural Healing Lounge
720-290-5327

Ashley Kingsley
Ellementa
303-918-8404

Michael Eymer
Colorado Cannabis Tours
303-906-4680

Sarah Woodson
Kush & Canvases, LLC
720-690-4743

Ethan Saidman
Iron Mountain
303-319-0447

Amanda Phillips

Minorities for Medical Marijuana

954-289-7557

Anne Marie Doyle
Denver Women of Cannabis
303-589-8139

Heidi Keys
Puff, Pass and Paint
303-906-4680

Adam Brous
Ganja Yoga Guru
908-358-2324

Davon Williams
Crea8.Space
Golden Terps
720-249-9644

Dave Wasserman
Southern Colorado Cannabis Council
719-213-3896



Chloe Villano
Clover Leaf University
954-665-9744

Andrew Mieure
Top Shelf Budtending
419-306-3672

Jimmy Smrz
Yoga On The Green
303-895-7120

Loyd Santago Covens
TerpDiol/TCC
719-924-8333

Danny Schaefer
Pioneer Industries
My 420 Tours
303-638-5467

Christopher Stefan
Desarollo Real Estate
970 393 2540

Larisa Bolivar
Bolivar Hemp Company
303-893-4056

Tyler J Williams
Saris Vati
720-460-0803

Tim Bruus Morgen
Bgood MMJ
720-481-6020

Anthony Sabia
0420 Inc
970-778-1769

John McCaskill
HTBX International
720-982-8049

Samantha Montanaro
Tokeativity
773-575-5666

Aaron Shaw
Texaco LTD
303 918 9958



