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Legal Sources for Requirements
Source Liquor Special Event DCA Special Event

State Statute and Rules

Local Ordinance

EXL Rules

EXL Hearing Policies 
and Procedures

Presenter
Presentation Notes
State Statutes = Colorado Liquor Code and Colorado Beer Code, with rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto
DRMC = Denver code of ordinances
EXL rules = rules and regulations adopted by EXL Director pursuant to ordinance
HPPs = procedural guidelines to ensure fairness in the hearing process within EXL; apply to ALL licensure hearings

Liquor
-State law governs most of liquor special events
-Some local ordinance provisions, but not many substantive additions
-Most provisions are procedural, contained in HPP

Marijuana
-NO state statute or regulation; in fact state prohibits public consumption
-local ordinance was citizen initiative, so it didn’t’ go through legislative process and has gaps
-most of the provisions to protect public health, welfare, safety had to go through rule-making process
-procedural provisions went in HPP



Application Requirements
Liquor Special Event DCA Special Event

Who can apply?
Only nonprofit, religious, 
philanthropic, or certain political 
or governmental applicants

No restrictions

When should they 
apply?

At least 30 days prior 
to the event

At least 120 days prior 
to the event

Application fees
$100 application fee, 
plus licensing fee of  
$25 per day

$1000 application fee, 
$1000 licensing fee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When
-State only requires 10 days for liquor, we extended to 30 in HPPs
-When we did rule making process, we saw need for 120 days for DCA events if people wanted to go through full process; liquor should actually be longer to allow for proper time, but we never get opposition

Fees
-state set liquor fees, citizens set mj fees



Hearing Requirements
Liquor Special Event DCA Special Event

Hearing 
Required?

No. However, the Director may set 
a discretionary public hearing if 
the Department receives 
objections from the community.

No. However, the Director may set a 
discretionary public hearing if the 
Department receives objections from 
the community.



Notice + Posting Requirements
Liquor Special Event DCA Special Event

Notice required?

Posting requirement?

Length of posting? At least 10 days At least 30 days

Period for posting? At least 10 days 
before the event

At least 90 days 
before the event

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice and posting required for both

Length and period for posting
-liquor in state statute
-marijuana longer because we figured out how much time it would reasonably take for a protesting citizen to go through the process and figured they needed 90 days (liquor should also be this but we never get them)



Post-Hearing Process
Liquor Special Event DCA Special Event

Recommended Decision

Objections to 
Recommended Decision

Response to Objections

Final Decision



Other Requirements
Liquor Special Event DCA Special Event

Hours of Operation 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m. 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.

Conditions on 
licenses?
Limit on number of 
days?

15 day limit 
per applicant

10 day limit 
per applicant

Food service required?



Questions? 
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