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Who was Lorraine Granado?

Lorraine L. Granado, mother to 3 boys, was born in Denver, Colorado on April 16th, 1948 
to Joseph and Tillie Granado. Raised in the Swansea/Elyria neighborhood along with her 8 

siblings, she remained a resident and community leader in these neighborhoods for her 
entire life and was proud of these humble beginnings. 



Granado Family

Lorraine’s father Joe, was a migrant farm worker. Her mother Tillie, was born on a 
farm in the San Luis Valley.  They met in Denver, married, and had a total of 9 

children.  Lorraine drew inspiration from her brother Joey, who was a student with 
special needs and passed away at the age of 16. Her love for him inspired her lifelong 

career of helping people using love, community, and faith as her guide.  



Teaching Peace is her Legacy

As a young woman, Lorraine started her community organizing as a member of the 
American Friends Service Committee- a Quaker based organization whose mission is to 

promote peace and justice for all humans.  Her focus at the time was to stop the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons across the globe. Her work, along with meeting heads of 
state from other countries to discuss nuclear disarmament led to national reconginition. 



In 1986, she brought her talents and experience back to the Swansea/Elyria, Globeville
neighborhoods, founding Cross Community Coalition. A family resource center 
designed to meet the needs of the communities by providing services such as: 

GED classes, access to social services, parenting classes,

after-school and summer programs for youth, and many other programs.   

Cross Community Coalition/
Family Resource Center



“It not what you do, it’s how you do it.”

She taught us all that LOVE is the best way to solve problems. Throughout her career she 
emphasized the humanity that needs to be present when working with each other. 
“We need to recognize and honor the spirit of God that lives within us all…if we can help 
each other while doing so with respect and dignity, then we are truly doing good work."  



Environmental Justice

As a part of her fight for justice, she took on the environmental issues that plagued her community. Most 
notably, she led a group of neighbors who filed a successful class action lawsuit against the ASARCO

Smelting Company. ASARCO had contaminated the groundwater and soil of nearby communities.  
At the time of the settlement, it was the largest environmental settlement awarded in Colorado. 



A gift to the Community

In 1995, a Vulcan Chemical tanker spill near Swansea Park released hydrochloric and muriatic
acid into the air. Vulcan did not properly notify or evacuate the surrounding neighborhood. As a 
result, Lorraine led a group of residents who took Vulcan to court. The $200,000 settlement, in 

addition to funds raised by Lorraine, were used to purchase 3.3 acres of land and all the 
equipment for a new park. After the community-led designed process, she then turned the 

property over to Denver Parks and Recreation for the use of the park. This land was designated in 
May 2014. 



Organizations and Impact

While Lorraine was quite humble and worked only for the satisfaction of helping others, 
she has been recognized locally and nationally for her outstanding work. 



Her legacy continues…

Everyday, proud successful people are using the lessons of love, community, and faith that 
Lorraine taught to them.  Her legacy is one that will endure as these voices continue to 

make positive change and advocate for others. 



The Granado Family humbly requests your support  
for the renaming of

52nd Ave. and Steele St., to be named the 
“Lorraine Granado Community Park”

¡Mil Gracias!


