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From: stephanie boynton
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit bull ban
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 10:31:08 AM


Hello,


I am a concerned person that lives in another state but please do not pass the bill!! Please do research.  Pits are great
dogs!! All dogs can be bad, please do not use discrimination!!! How about you do better with the crime and awful
drivers hitting pedestrians, etc . 


Thank you,
Stephanie 
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From: Brittany Lawson
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Overturn mayors vote!
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 12:56:17 PM


I support the repeal of the pitbull ban!


Brittany Crickmore


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Hayley Strickland
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit bull ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 3:44:38 PM


I am a resident of Denver County and am thoroughly disappointed at the decision to veto the
repeal of the pit bull ban.  This is an important issue to me and I will keep this in mind when
it’s time to elect a mayoral candidate in 2023.
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From: Deborah Kuo
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Replace Denver BSL
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 6:36:50 PM


Dear City Council Members,


Please lift the pit bull ban and help save our pit bulls from harm and the inability to have a loving home.
Thousands of pit bulls will be eternally grateful! Sending hope from Brooklyn, NY.


Regards,
Deborah Kuo


Sent from my iPhone



mailto:debkuo83@gmail.com

mailto:dencc@denvergov.org






From: Caitlin Papsidero
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 7:44:19 PM


Please repeal this law. These dogs are not a danger but this law is. It stigmatizes owners of pitbull type dogs and
creates a divide. It is a waste of time and money that could be better spent helping Denver to clean up its act. Walk
around the city. Maybe instead of hurting families with dogs you work on any of the myriad of other issues you
face.
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From: Alicia Dickson
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull ban - please reconsider
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 5:13:06 PM


As a Denver citizen, taxpayer, and home owner, I write to express my disappointment in Mayor Hancock’s decision.
Please reconsider this veto as it’s time to stop criminalizing this breed. We have to find a humane solution for these
unjustly persecuted dogs outside of fear-based decision making.


Many reputable humane and health organizations stand behind the data showing this breed should not be villainized
as such. Please consult that information and reconsider. This is an embarrassment to our great city.


Sincerely,
Alicia Dickson
Denver, CO 80211


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jamie Mejia
To: dencc - City Council; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; City Council District 5; District 9
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Freedom Rights
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 7:40:16 PM


Good Morning,
I hope this reaches the right people who will be able to fight and give Pitbull's a future of
freedom with rights. I am one of many that is an animal advocate. I am a military member that
has seen what the other side of the world is like. I have realized the freedoms of this world are
not fully free. The constant fight to receive those freedoms is a privilege that most of us take
for granted.


The Pitbull breed has earned that freedom and right to live and exist anywhere. How many
times have we seen in the news and social media of how badly these poor animals are beaten,
abused, mistreated, thrown out to the streets time and time again. They are resilient animals
that bounce back from the lowest point of their lives from all the horrible moments they
endured. How honorable is that!! Pitbull's just want to be treated like a regular DOG that they
are!


What is the purpose of banning this breed? Does this breed not have the right to have the
freedom to live in any area? What's next banning all other breeds? Is this not America? Don't
let fear mongering override common sense! Instead of trying to ban them lets try and protect
them!
 
The focus should be on tougher penalties and enforcement against people who abuse
these innocent dogs, not the breed!


Hope you are ready for a fight by the voices for the voiceless! Please, give this breed a chance
of freedom just like you have the right of freedom to live in this country!


Respectfully,
Dedicated Animal Advocate
Jamie Mejia
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From: R V
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull Ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 10:19:19 AM


Dear Denver City Council,


I am  disappointed the vote to remove the ban on pit bulls in Denver was vetoed by Mayor
Hancock. It is shocking that the Denver law would allow such an archaic judgement of
creatures based on a visual observation. 


The issue is not the breed or type of dog, it is the type of human owner. Let us join together
and create more laws to protect innocent animals from cruel human beings. 


I urge you this Tuesday to vote again to repeal the ban on pit bull type dogs. Do not punish the
innocent. 


Thank you for your time,


Rebecca Valentino
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From: Dorr Totten
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 2005 Policy Error
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2020 8:21:13 AM


Hello,
   I wanted to take an opportunity to reach out and express dismay over one of the city's policies. I have
known about it for some time and it still bothers me, especially with more recent attention again to this
blight on the city council's record.


   The city has had decided to enact a ban in 2005 against a specific breed of pet dogs, the pit bull. It
shows ignorance and fear based logic on the part of the city council as it is not 'a breed' that is
responsible for occasional incidences of negative pet behavior. It comes down to owners who need to be
responsible. I am old enough to have seen the 'bad dog' trend shift from German Shepard to Doberman
Pincers to Rottweilers and then to others; and it was just as ridiculous then as well. It makes no more
sense than trying to ban cars because there are irresponsible owners of cars that do bad things with their
cars. 


   What this foolish policy does is punish those who have beloved pets and who are not part of the
problem. If council members bothered to do effective and honest research, they would know that Pit Bulls
are one of the most loyal, loving, and dependable dogs a person can have a pet. In fact, that honest
research would show that it is irresponsible owners that are the problem, not a 'breed of dog' . Just like
only the irresponsible drivers of cars get punished and not all drivers, irresponsible dog owners should be
targeted and not owners of beloved family pets. 


   I would urge the council to to nullify this rather ineffective policy. The extreme force and intrusion on
one's rights do not merit the negligible if any, improvement to public safety. Irresponsible owners are still
there and just just shift to the next popular pet breed such as an Akita or St Bernard or Boxer, or etc. The
negative pet behavior problem still remains and then grows again because the root problem of
Irresponsible Pet Owners is still there. Enact policies that make sense such as toughening punishment
against the person who owns the animal in negative pet behavior. The practice of unfairly targeting
owners who love their well behaved pets, and forcing them, I will say illegally, to surrender their pets for
euthanasia is a disgusting and inhumane policy that needs to be ended.  


                                                                                                            Respectfully,
                                                                                                                              Dorr Totten
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From: Jonathan Holmes
To: Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; City Council District 5; District 9; dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull Ban
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 2:37:56 PM


Good Morning,
 
I am writing to express my opinion against continuing the ban on pit bulls in your city. As a
passionate advocate for this kind, loving, gentle, loyal breed, I hope you will consider my words and
experiences prior to your meeting tomorrow.
 
Breed specific legislation has been proven to be ineffective. In 2013 the White House issued a
statement stating this, and agreed that it is in fact DISCRIMINATION enshrined within the law. If I
bring my pit bull to your city she will be taken from me based purely on her square head. How is this
just? This is not what America stands for. This is a disgrace. To take away the right of Americans to
keep their family members and prevent others from owning them is not only unethical, but it’s
unconstitutional. This ruling is coming from a place of fear, and we have learned throughout history
that fear based ignorance is a very dangerous game. I urge you to not to play it.
 
If you vote no on this important topic (which I'll reiterate has already sustained a majority vote), you
are missing an incredible opportunity to end the shameful genocide of innocent, voiceless beings. I
have been surrounded by pits my entire life, and have experienced the joy, love, and gentle
companionship they bring. If you support the Mayor in his veto, you are doing a disservice to the
hundreds of thousands of educated and responsible inhabitants of your city, and a disservice to
yourself. Additionally, you are deterring thousands more from visiting your city. If your ultimate goal
is truly to protect the public safety, which I whole heartedly support, you should focus on the
sociopaths who are abusing, neglecting, and killing these dogs. The irresponsible and abusive pet
owners who then become irresponsible parents, breeding more and more violence. With a 10% rise
in violent crime in Denver this year alone, I really think this should be your focus. Again, this is a
people problem. Not a dog problem. Especially not a pit bull problem.
 
The majority vote last week was clear. The ban on this beautiful breed should be at long last lifted.
Please do not let ignorance and discrimination prevail. Please take this opportunity and choose
change. Choose to end the stigma placed on pit bulls. Choose to allow these magical creatures that
love, protect, heal, and save so many lives to be allowed once again into your city. Choose to set the
precedent. Have to courage and integrity to end discrimination.
 
I appreciate your time and look forward to see what the future of Denver holds for our amazing
pittie friends.
 
Regards,


Jon Holmes
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From: Laura Pinter
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit bull ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 1:06:38 PM


Hello,


I’d like to voice concern about lifting the recently passed bill on the pit bull ban. I am very much in favor for
allowing pit bulls in the city of Denver and they have a bad reputation that isn’t accurate to their actual
temperament. I hope that you reconsider and know that this affects so many animals’ and peoples’ and families’
lives, specifically several of mine who aren’t able to live in the great city of Denver due to this ban.


Please reconsider and thank you for your time.


Laura Pinter
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From: Lynn1
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ban on pit bull dogs
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 8:34:26 AM


Please vote to lift ban.  Pit Bulls are very sweet dogs who make great family pets if given good care & love. 


Lynn Elliott
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From: tammycornell72
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 5:29:35 PM


I am truly sadden to hear that they major did not allow the Pitbull law to pass. Shame on you
for discriminating!! I have several pitbulls. They are show dogs, agility dogs and sports dogs. 
I know many people that own them.  They are good and wonderful dogs. To have BSL laws is
the same as discriminating against people. It's not right or fair! Every person and animal are
individuals. They should not be judged as a whole. I will no longer spend money if I know
something was made in Colorado nor will I go there. It's a disgrace to reverse a law that was
voted on and passed. You claim its for the good of the people. The only crime I see it's that
you are the major! 


Tammy Cornell 
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From: Erin Greene
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please!
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 4:02:07 PM


Greetings. 


I'm writing to you because the ban on "pit bulls" us absolutely ridiculous and disgusting. 
First, "pit bull" is not even an actual breed of dog. It is a slang term used to represent when
people force them to fight in pits.
American bull terriers and the like are some of the sweetest, most caring, and friendly dogs.
Nothing like the image so many people have of them as vicious killing machines.
This ban puts so many of them at risk and continues to perpetuate this awful, UNTRUE
stereotype. 


Please tell your mayor to reverse his decision. 


Thank you.
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From: Angela Kissel
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Votes on the Repeal of the Pit Bull Ban
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 10:40:27 AM


Hello, 


I am adding to the list of people angered by the veto of the repeal of the pit bull ban. If the
mayor did actual research he would know that BSL is a losing game. It’s wildly costly for
citizens with zero proof of improved public safety. The best way to keep cities safe from any
dog attack is to stop the monsters abusing them. The CDC doesn’t even support BSL but
Denver does? Makes zero sense. Please do the right thing today and vote to repeal the ban. 


Best, 
Angela and Rosie 



mailto:kissel.angela@gmail.com
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-- 


  A N G E L A  M.  K I S S E L
Mobile: 708.305.5257 | kissel.angela@gmail.com
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From: Rodie
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Denver Pit Bull Ban Overturn
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 3:06:48 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I would like to send a quick note in favor of overturning the Mayor’s veto on the pit bull ban lift.  We have 2 members in our family who are pit bulls who we love very dearly who are both good boys. We also foster for pit bulls and find them to be amazing family pets. We hope that these pets no longer get judged based off the way they look but by their individual character. 


Please feel free to reach out with any questions you may have. 


Thank you for your time,
Raimee Rodie
303-513-5644
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From: rose murp
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Ban
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2020 4:42:39 AM


Dear Denver board,


To all of you. Please overturn the mayor's veto to continue to ban these wonderful dogs.


We must all remember it is not the dogs who are causing these issues. It is aweful humans.
People make bad dogs. 


Please do the right thing and over turn is terrible decision to ban these family dogs.


These dogs and families that love their dogs do not deserve to have a beloved pet taken from
them or destroyed. 


This is the most cruel act a person with no heart can do.


Stop breed bans and discrimination against what use to be the dog the United states had as a
face of America at one time. That was called the Nanny dog.


This man has no idea what he is doing. And the heartache ti many families. 


Go after the correct problem the people who are causing the poor dogs to fight. Ban them and
put them in jail 


Sincerely 
Rose Marie Murphy 
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From: S and H Paddy
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 3:07:21 PM


The ban on pit bulls or any specific breed is first of all not effective. It discriminates against a
whole breed and doesn’t evaluate the individual dog. It wastes time and tax payer money on
something that is not keeping anyone safe. We need stricter laws on animal abuse and the
abuser who create the bad situations that puts pit bulls in a bad light. Do the right thing and
repeal this ban. Your other council members voted to abolish it. Your tax payers want it
abolished. The pit bull community want it abolished. Thank you. 


Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Christine Jones
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BSL
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 8:43:10 PM


As the dog momma of a bully breed, I hope you’ll do your part to prevent further breed specific legislation in your city. These sweet creatures get a bad rap from the PEOPLE who train a (small) number of them to be violent. Their nature is to be sweet, calm, and wonderful family dogs. Me and my sweet bully Lola thank you for your consideration 


Sent from my iPhone
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From: PAMELA BEARDSLEY
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 5:31:17 PM


I am contacting you to let you know that Mayor Hancock vetoing the vote on the Pitbull ban is
a shameful and uneducated decision! I can say from experience in raising a beautiful and
loving Pitbull around my grandbabies for over 12 years. It is very upsetting that this mayor
cannot trust the city council enough to make the right decision (this being the lift of this awful
ban on one of the most caring and loving breeds)! There is still time to make the right decision
on February 18, 2020!  I pray that this horrible law is corrected!!


Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.
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From: Abbe Y.
To: dencc - City Council; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member


District 6 Denver City Council; City Council District 5; Deborah Ortega - Councilwoman At Large;
stacie.gilmore@denverorg.gov; District 9


Subject: [EXTERNAL] Veterinarian in support of repeal of Pit Bull ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 10:41:46 AM


To Whom it May Concern:


My name is Abbe Yelton.  I am a small animal veterinarian currently practicing in Lakewood,
CO and living in Arvada.  As the owner of two pit bull type dogs, I am not permitted to live in
the city of Denver.  In my role as a veterinarian, I encounter many different dog breeds and
dogs of many different temperaments.  Over the course of my 15 year career, I have learned to
love pit bulls and choose pit bulls to be part of my family.  They are extremely affectionate
and fun (and also low-shedders which is a plus!). I also have a third dog, a hound mix.  She is
a dog just like the other two are dogs, just dogs.


All three of my dogs are friendly with people and other dogs.  Even so, I am hyper vigilant at
keeping them contained on my property and secured while on walks. This is because I am a
responsible dog owner.  As an emergency vet, I deal with dog fights and dogs attacking other
dogs on a routine basis.  The underlying problem with these incidents is not the breed of the
dogs involved.  The problem is that dogs were off leash, got out of their yards, or accidentally
got out of their front doors.  The problem is that the owners of these dogs were not paying
attention and were not being responsible.  Dogs of all breeds can fight with other dogs or bite
people, especially if put in stressful situations or if not properly socialized.


The emphasis in putting restrictions on dog ownership should not be related to the breed.  We
should be emphasizing and encouraging responsible ownership.  Responsible dog owners of
any breed should not be prevented from living where they chose. The breed ban is an out-
dated embarrassment for the otherwise progressive city of Denver.  It needs to be overturned.


Respectfully, 
Abbe Yelton DVM
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From: Lori Sauerbrei
To: dencc - City Council; kevinflynn@denvergov.org; City Council District 5
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull Ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 8:38:35 PM


Dear Council Members:


Just writing to tell you so many lives hang in the balance with respect to repealing the pit bull ban.


Why all this effort to uphold legislation that has even proven, scientifically, over and over again to be ineffective? 
The mayor says he vetoed the repeal because of irresponsible owners.....what does that say about the citizens of
Denver, you included?  The mayor thinks it is necessary to protect the people from themselves, which is frightening,
and actually pretty sad.  How can people let one man’s ignorance affect an important issue?  Maybe they have no
backbone.  You have to stand for something or you’ll fall for anything.


Discrimination / BSL sucks - if my dog can’t come to Denver, then I never will again either.  It’s too bad, because I
absolutely LOVE Colorado, and ALWAYS fly into DIA.  I’ll see how this all turns out first, before I ever step foot
in your state again.  You know what’s really weird??.... I was in CO in May of 2019 visiting my friends.  We drove
down from Loveland to go to a Rockies game.  As we walked through DOWNTOWN Denver after the game, I saw
everything criminal under the sun, including people overdosed lying in the street, AND 2 HOMELESS GUYS
WITH A PIT BULL.  Now how does that happen???? If I had driven to CO I would’ve offered to buy the poor dog
and take him home with me.  Needless to say, I have never been more freaked out in my life and will NEVER go
there again.  Don’t you think you have bigger problems than a BSL issue???


I think it would be wise for y’all to do what your constituents want, not what a mayor that has no clue wants.  I
strongly encourage you to read Marika Meeks book, Incredibull Stella - her story will change your minds and warm
your hearts - too bad she’s afraid to come to your town in fear of losing Stella because of this stupidness.


Lori S. - Wisconsin
Sent from my iPad
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From: Rebecca Nelson
To: dencc - City Council; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; City Council District 5; District 9;


governorpolis@state.co.us
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: BSL has to end
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 4:19:43 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


Please, Denver, end BSL for pitbulls and pitbull mixes. I have owned a pitbull and/or
volunteered for the spcaLA for the last 16 years. These dogs are born inherently good.  They
are innocent souls that only want to love and be loved. My first pit mix, Morgan, loved kids
and everyone she met. She helped me through my divorce as my rock and was the friendliest
dog to anyone she met. While volunteering to wash dogs to get adopted at the spcaLA, I met
so many pits and pit mixes around the Hawthorne, CA area. Again these dogs in a shelter
setting only wanted to be loved and give love. My current dog, Isabel, is a pure bred American
Staffordshire Terrier (aka a pitbull).  We adopted her, like Morgan, through a local rescue. She
is the sweetest girl, so are her siblings and mama. As an advocate for her breed and as a
responsible dog owner, Isabel has gone through more training than the majority of dogs ever
do.  At the dog park she greets everyone...babies, kids, adults and all other dogs. She actually
breaks up other dogs when they get a little aggressive with each other. These pits and pit
mixes are so discriminated against, which is just wrong. Please take the time to meet them and
see that they are the sweetest, most loving animals.


We have family in the Denver area and it's sad that we wouldn't be able to travel there with
Isabel unless the BSL ends.  


Thank you,
Rebecca Nelson
Redondo Beach, California


Isabel


Morgan
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From: Dawn Marie
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please override the Mayor"s Veto on the Pit Bull Ban
Date: Friday, February 14, 2020 6:04:39 PM


Hello, 
My name is Dawn Capp, and I am so terribly disappointed that Denver's Pit Bull ordinance
remains in effect. The city council came so close to moving Denver away from what is a
senseless, cruel practice of killing an animal simply because of the way it looks.


Breed bans are wrong. They hurt good dogs. I won't get into all the things you've already
heard (there are dangerous dogs and irresponsible owners of all breeds, that Pit Bulls do not
have a stronger bit than other dogs their size, that their jaws do NOT lock, etc.)


I'm asking that those of you who either voted NO or were absent for the vote to join the other
seven who voted yes. 


When I ventured into my first forray into Pit Bull rescue, a woman called me, desperate,
asking for help with her dog. She had just moved to Denver for a job and didn't know about
the ban. Her dog was a mixed breed dog that looked like it might have some Pit Bull in it. 


One morning, she was in the shower. She stepped out, wrapped the towel around her, and
padded out of the bathroom. In the living room, she saw her dog Cookie sitting completely
still in the living room, staring at some point on the wall, out of her site. She found that quite
odd. Cookie was normally very happy and playful and would be right there when she came out
of the bathroom. 


Taking a few steps toward Cookie, she rounded the corner and saw a strange man standing
still int he corner. He saw her, and tried to bolt. Cookie snarled at him. He froze. She called
the police. Because of Cookie, she said, she was still alive. She believed with all her heart that
man was there to cause her harm. Cookie never touched him, but she saved her owner's life. 


The woman needed to get Cookie out of Denver to have time to sell her house, find another
job, and move. There was no way, she said, that she was going to surrender Cookie. 


Unfortunately, I had no way to take Cookie at the time. This was the 90s, and social media
wasn't what it is today. I'm not sure what happened to the woman or to Cookie, but I hear too
many of those stories. 


Please vote to override the veto. Breed bans are the worst form of breed discrimination. I'm
not going to say that dogs are anywhere near as important as human beings, even though I
LOVE dogs, but that doesn't mean dogs' lives are unimportant. Dogs are intelligent, emotional
creatures. Their lives have meaning. We know that discriminating against race is wrong.
Banning a dog's very existence because of how it looks is also wrong. 


Dawn Capp, M.S., J.D.
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From: Todd Nelson
To: Simonet, Stacy B. - CC Administrator I
Cc: Mayorsoffice
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BSL. www.BanMayorHancock.com Will Go Live.
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 9:35:18 AM


Dear Mr. Michael Hancock and Councilmen and Woman:


Denver City Council men and woman will override the ignorant veto by Hancock today. 


In short: 
BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION = PRIVATIZED GENTRIFICATION 
BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION = PRIVATIZED GENTRIFICATION 


The Denver City Council will override Uncle Tom's completely uneducated, ignorant, racist,
discriminative, and
and repugnant decision; which is based on Financial efficacies versus safety. Mr. Michael
Hancock; the Denver
people have informed you blatantly, efficiently without cowardliness or derangement of
American Politics that 
the 30 year old law; passed and created by Real Estate Developers. By 1984, Denver's local
economy in South
Denver faced a serious downturn, from oil prices began to collapse along with shale, coupled
with Real Estate 
Speculation, led to the worst recession in Denver's history since the Great Depression. Large
local Savings 
and Loan Companies like Key Savings, Capital Federal, Silverado, Empire all collapsed. By
1987-1989
Denver had become the Bankruptcy Capital of the Nation. In 1988 both downtown Denver
and the South 
Corridor office buildings were near 30 percent vacant which is unheard of for a major city.
Combined with
periodic 7 year Real Estate downturns this equals negative growth, and to build infrastructure.
Many 
developers had to sell their properties at a significant loss. (Review the actual factual data as
your job
requires.) 


Breed Specific Legislation has by factual, proven, statistical data, professional date (not
discriminative 
pubic uneducated opinion) to the pit bull breed has zero effect in prevention of safety; it
simply raises 
taxes and increases police budgets which is the true matter at hand; as always in government;
financial cause. 


Mayor Hancock; you don't give a damn about 'apposed increased risk.' This comes down to
one simple 
fact; as it did in 1989. RACE. YOU SIR BEING AN AFRICAN AMERICAN SHOULD BE
WELL EDUCATED
ON THIS SUBJECT; and its disgraceful to your ancestors, African American History, and
race which you are NOT. 
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Breed Specific Legislation was created to push out African American men and woman of city
limits; as in 1987 the 
pit bull breed was at large related to African American Gangs, Mexican and Latino Gangs, and
poor communities.
Unfortunately African American men illegally (who are factually incarcerated at a higher rate
89% vs Caucasians, yes this
is an African American community problem; especially in the south) Dog Fighting replicating
the Hip Hop Materialistic
'dangerous breed' status symbol breed, as form of power and possession. This view has
destroyed the true image of 
this loving breed. 


The Federico Pena Mayor Administration 1983-1991; and Denver's District Attorney at the
time Norman S. Early Jr,
admittedly began to inform Private Real Estate Developers (this is all public record) in order
to begin to 'push the 
black man out of Denver City limits' we must raise the standard of living, scrupulously
assembling 'data driven fear'
that will outlaw the rights of the people to live in a free society. Think tanks were hired (not
the name at the time) 
providing 'experts and advice' on ways to 'annul and evacuate' the poor communities and the
African American 
from Denver Cities' to simply move out or move to rural areas. Which is quite repulsive as
Norman S. Early Jr.,
being African American himself and Federico Pena of Latino Descent. However wealthy Real
Estate Caucasian 
Donors and African American Donors; in Banking and Real Estate Developers such as the
United Banks of Colorado,
and IntraWest Financial Corp, a unit of Minneapolis Norwest Corp, now Wells Fargo. CEO
and Executives informing 
Early and Pena to begin gentrification and create 'upper middle class neighborhoods for white
people.' like Susan 
Koosnman Executive Vice President. 


The Federico Pena Administration were informed of a gentrification strategy being used in
Hollywood Florida:


Hollywood, Florida's City Commission passed an ordinance that required persons
who owned pit bull dogs to "complete special registration forms and prove the
possession of $25,000 of public liability insurance." 2  The regulation applied to
several breeds, collectively identified as pit bulls.


Thus beginning Breed Specific Legislation in Denver in 1987, enacted in 1989. Which had
nothing to do with Dog Bites, Attacks,
Public Safety, Profound evidence and factual data of any cause of rise in dog attacks (in
fact Labrador Retrievers 
in 1989 when law was enacted) had a higher percentage of attacks than Pit Bulls still do this
day, not because they are a 
discriminated breed but due to the fact they were and still are the highest populated Breed in
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America) yet we hear nothing on Labs,
due to the fact they are not associated with African Americans, Gangs, Drugs, and
Latino Neighborhoods, they are
associated with white suburbia. 


Fact; Breed Specific Legislation causes Discrimination in humans as well as animals; therefor
Mayor Hancock and
Councilmen and woman you are in fact perpetuating hate and discrimination by carrying on
this law that was created 
for gentrification; not safety and public health. I am more than certain as Mayor Hancock
repeated a few factually 
incorrect statistics by authenticated outlier Colleen Lynn; owner and creator
of https://www.dogsbite.org, who's
tardemark is 'some dogs don't let go' which has been proven factually incorrect (Colleen likes
to use the term 'lockjaw' which
is scientifically, descriptively, precisely incorrect, no dog has this propaganda and marketing
tool for dangerous breeds description).
Colleen Lynn has proven to be a hate driven, sad, disgraceful and discriminative human being
who has blemished not only her 
negative experience with a 'pit bull look alike' but has substantially embellished her facts and
her statical data. She cherry picks 
her data for her hatred. 


In conclusion. I am in Real Estate Development, I am in contact with Elite Bankers and Elite
Media Moguls from 
Sam Zell, Billionaire and Owner of https://www.egizell.com/people/sam-zell/, Gary Magness
Cable and Investments
Denver's wealthiest Resident, and my former Neighbor in Bozeman MT. and Ann Walton
Kroenke, (of the Walton 
Family Owner's of Walmart and Denver Nuggets  etc) who my Aunt, Dean at DU's Sturm
College of Law, and personal
Attorney to Ann, we can simply inform the right people, persuade the right people, the true
Owners of this Country,
the Bankers and the 1%, on voting out certain people from office due to the fact; they are not
listening to the Council
and the democracy of the people. This discriminative law has been outdated and has killed
over 4600 dogs in Denver
alone, has been voted by the Denver Population and its Council to end this law: Mr. Michael
Hancock; you will not,
obstruct a veto with your personal discrimination and uneducated views, and or under the table
kick backs you will 
receive by think tanks that continue to profit. 


The fact is Micheal all these facts and injustices will be placed on a website
called: www.BanMayorHancock.com,
and the Denver City Residents and the Colorado people will be truly informed, and make sure
you are voted out
of office and disgraced, and reminded its you that is the admitted sexual harasser, its people
like you that are 
true threat to a democracy and safe community, and its people like you that are the true
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predator. T-Shirts like;
Hancock Denver Mayor = True Predator: on the front, with true facts of how BSL laws do
not work on the back. 


The Denver people and council has spoken Mayor Hancock, and you as a so called 'elected
official' will not 
stand in their way or be another murderer of another 4600 Kind, Loving, Family Oriented,
Service Industry, 
dogs for another 30 years. Here's an idea, use the tax incentive to actually have the Denver
Police do their jobs. 


Be a voice to the voiceless, do not be another white collar crime criminal from your perch
thinking you make 
a difference, this is the chance to actually make a difference. The end of violence in our
communities starts 
with love in our homes, our dogs are the unconditional love when people like you (Mayor
Hancock) bring threats to us. 


Todd Nelson
Public Speaker. Investment. Author.
(contact information please request) 








From: blackpeg4343
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit bulls
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 8:55:35 AM


I hope the ban will not continue. Having too many dogs in Denver is not a reason to continue
the ban!!


Peg Blackmore


Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device
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From: Nancy Kester
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE:Pitbull
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 3:18:28 PM


Please stop the discrimination against Pits or Pitmixes.


Sent from my iPad
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From: Janet Piekarski
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 11:27:36 AM


Good morning,


I currently live in Southern California. For 13 years I was privileged to be the pet mom of a
beautiful pit mix until he passed away from cancer in 2017. I had never owned this breed
before. This boy proved to be my most loyal companion and the love of my life. 


I also volunteer at a no kill shelter. We have a variety of dogs including pit bulls. I have
worked with so many of these wonderful dogs. We have had some dogs with behavior issues
of all breeds, because many come from sketchy backgrounds.


I have been interested in moving to Colorado previously but never Denver or surrounding area
because of your ban. Breed specific laws a wrong. Every case should be considered
individually. In my opinion it is the same as profiling people based on their race, religion, or
ethnic background.


I am so disappointed in Denver and your mayor if they keep this unjust ban. Please reconsider.


Sincerely,
Janet Piekarski
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From: Harmony Soffer
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Repeal BSL!!!!
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2020 12:32:10 PM


Dear Denver City Council,
My name is Harmony Soffer and I am writing to tell you about my dog Mr. Burns. He is a 1
year old American Staffy(his birthday was last Monday) and we have had him since he was 13
weeks old. This dog and I had an immediate connection, and to this day share a close bond. As
a college student I struggle with anxiety and when I’m breaking down he is always right there
to lick the tears from my face and remind me that everything is going to be ok. His favorite
activities include going to the dog park and on hikes with our friends there. He also loves to
cuddle and watch movies in bed. Like most pitties he has no concept of personal space and
attempts to fit himself on every vacant lap(he thinks hes still a tiny puppy). He is a sock thief,
stick enthusiast, proud grumpy lip, cuddle monster and forever companion. As with any puppy
he had challenges but I am happy to say that he passed basic manners at our local rescue and
training facility. We are looking forward to enrolling him in more manners classes soon. Even
with how sweet and happy he is, people still look at him and all they see is a monster. You
have no idea how frustrating it is as a responsible owner to hear the things people say about
him. Even my own family members have made comments like “you can never trust them they
are bad at their core. They could flip at any second.” I don’t think people realize the impact
these comments have. They don’t realize they are talking about my baby. The solution to re-
educating the public is not to ostracize them but to include them, giving people a new
impression of these amazing animals. The key to having a well adjusted, non aggressive dog
has nothing to do with their breed. Proper training and socialization will determine if a dog is
aggressive or not. Training is not the responsibility of the dog; it is the responsibility of the
owner and dogs should not be punished for peoples irresponsibility. While I currently live in
California, this issue is especially important to me because I am going to be attending CU
Boulder in the fall. My dad lives in Denver and I am going to school there to be closer to him.
I really want to be able to visit my dad without the fear of my dog being taken from me. below
I've attached pictures of my baby Burns. Hopefully seeing the reality of what a Pitbull is is
enough to sway you all to make the right choice and let the Pitties back into Denver. 
Best Regards, 
Harmony and Burns
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From: Carol Deventer
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull law
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 4:27:01 PM


I have been a Pit bull owner for over 5 years.  I know as an animal lover that ANY breed of
dog can bite or be uncontrollable.  However-that is generally due to inappropriate owners-not
the dogs.  I suggest you research the Pit Bull breed and perhaps speak with someone who is
well known for there dog training ability.  The correct information and knowledge will change
your mind!
                                                           Carol Deventer
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From: Seely, Jacob
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 6:15:49 PM


Dear respected members of Denver City Council:


I wanted to make my voice heard as a person, psychology student, son of a veterinarian, and proud owner of a
pitbull.


The reason for pitbull bans breaks my heart, not because of the breed, but that a single breed is being discriminated
against.


Animals become whatever you train them to be. I know this to be a fact of psychology. They are born a blank slate,
much like you and me. If they are taught love, that is what they will know. It is only when they are taught to be
aggressive that they are.


I’ve grown up around animals my whole life, being the son of a veterinarian I know that animals (all animals) will
be whatever they teach them to be. Pitbulls were bred to be nanny dogs, not guard dogs. Their nature is not violence,
but care. In my experience I have met many bad dogs evenly distributed across breeds. If you ban this one breed,
you should consider banning all breeds.


Go after the people who abuse these sweet natured animals to make them something they were never made to be.


Sincerely,


Jacob Seely
University of Northern Colorado Wrestling
Mobile: (970)812-6565
Email: seel3064@bears.unco.edu
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From: Priya Chauhan
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ban Against Pitbulls
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 1:42:00 PM


Good Afternoon,
 
I am writing to express my opinion against continuing the ban on pit bulls in your city. As a
passionate advocate for this kind, loving, gentle, loyal breed, I hope you will consider my words and
experiences prior to your meeting tomorrow.
 
Breed specific legislation has been proven to be ineffective. In 2013 the White House issued a
statement stating this, and agreed that it is in fact DISCRIMINATION enshrined within the law. If I
bring my pit bull to your city she will be taken from me based purely on her square head. How is this
just? This is not what America stands for. This is a disgrace. To take away the right of Americans to
keep their family members and prevent others from owning them is not only unethical, but it’s
unconstitutional. This ruling is coming from a place of fear, and we have learned throughout history
that fear based ignorance is a very dangerous game. I urge you to not to play it.
 
If you vote no on this important topic (which I'll reiterate has already sustained a majority vote), you
are missing an incredible opportunity to end the shameful genocide of innocent, voiceless beings. I
have been surrounded by pits my entire life, and have experienced the joy, love, and gentle
companionship they bring. If you support the Mayor in his veto, you are doing a disservice to the
hundreds of thousands of educated and responsible inhabitants of your city, and a disservice to
yourself. Additionally, you are deterring thousands more from visiting your city. If your ultimate goal
is truly to protect the public safety, which I whole heartedly support, you should focus on the
sociopaths who are abusing, neglecting, and killing these dogs. The irresponsible and abusive pet
owners who then become irresponsible parents, breeding more and more violence. With a 10% rise
in violent crime in Denver this year alone, I really think this should be your focus. Again, this is a
people problem. Not a dog problem. Especially not a pit bull problem.
 
The majority vote last week was clear. The ban on this beautiful breed should be at long last lifted.
Please do not let ignorance and discrimination prevail. Please take this opportunity and choose
change. Choose to end the stigma placed on pit bulls. Choose to allow these magical creatures that
love, protect, heal, and save so many lives to be allowed once again into your city. Choose to set the
precedent. Have to courage and integrity to end discrimination.
 
I appreciate your time and look forward to see what the future of Denver holds for our amazing
pittie friends.
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From: Gail Bell
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bulls
Date: Friday, February 14, 2020 6:29:53 PM


To all Denver City Council Members:


I am furious and extremely disappointed that Mayor Hancock has refused to sign the bill that you passed regarding
bit bulls. The Mayor’s explanation was weak and pathetic.


I hope that the members of the Denver City Council will override Mayor Hancock’s pathetic response. I hope that
you will find the courage to do what the majority of your constituents want! OVERRIDE Mayor Hancock’s
unacceptable decision!


Gail Bell
Denver, CO


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Tyra Gage
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 10:16:28 PM


       I am writing to you because I am concerned about the pitbull ban.
      The ban on pitbulls should be lifted. There are no “vicious” or “aggressive” breeds. Only irresponsible dog
owners. The typical family golden retriever has just as much potential to be aggressive as any bully breed dog. If
owners are responsible, their dogs do not pose a threat to society. This ban is unfair to thousands of responsible
bully breed owners and their dogs.
I hope you make the right decision.
Thank you
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From: Emma H
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] End BSL for good in Denver!
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 11:14:34 PM


Hello council members! 


I am a Denver native who was so disappointed in Mayor Hancock and his narrow minded
decision to veto the evidence based bill that would end the pit bull ban in the city and county
of Denver. I am confident that the city council will do the right thing and override this veto.
Your Denver citizens supported this bill overwhelmingly. Please do the right thing for these
sweet dogs who have an undeserved bad reputation. 


Thank you, 


Emma Heywood 
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From: Georgia Wilkins
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 11:45:41 AM


Dear council members
Please reconsider the ban on pitbull dogs. 
I'm always sad to read about anyone hurt by a dog..children, adults and other animals..but if
the dog had been properly cared for by his or her owners, it would never have
happened...Labrador Retriever s have the highest bite quotos, but you wouldn't put a ban on
them. Any dog can bite, regardless the breed. 
Pitbulls are highly intelligent dogs that are even being used as k9 officers because of their
intelligence and loyalty. 
If you want to ban something...ban bad owners...it's not the dogs fault he escaped...it's not the
dogs fault when he bites when provoked...teach children to respect animals of all kinds. Have
a mandatory spay and neuter program...
Dogs can't be feral and territorial if they are spayed and neutered...and a chained dog can
become territorial also...have a tether law like we do in Jax fl ...no dog is to be left tethered
25/7..
Thank you for your time 
Georgia Wilkins 
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From: Jill Vincent
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit bull vote
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 3:18:58 PM


Every breed is dangerous under the control of irresponsible owners. Require liability insurance and approve pit bull
ownership in your city.
Sent from my iPad
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From: Kathleen Oltesvig
To: dencc - City Council; District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; Torres,


Jamie C. - CC Member District 3 Denver City Council; Black, Kendra A. - CC Member District 4 Denver City
Council; City Council District 5; Clark, Jolon M. - CC President Denver City Council; Herndon, Christopher J. - CC
Member District 8 Denver City Coun; District 9; Hinds, Chris - CC Member District 10 Denver City Council;
Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC
Member District 11 Denver City Council; kniechatlarge; Deborah Ortega - Councilwoman At Large


Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Please reconsider your vote!!!!
Date: Friday, February 21, 2020 10:55:56 AM


---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Kathleen Oltesvig <kathleen.oltesvig@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Feb 21, 2020 at 10:45 AM
Subject: Fwd: Please reconsider your vote!!!!
To: <dencc@denvergov.org>


---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Kathleen Oltesvig <kathleen.oltesvig@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Feb 21, 2020 at 9:58 AM
Subject: Please reconsider your vote!!!!
To: <Denvercouncil5@denvergov.org>


Good morning-


I am begging you to reconsider your votes for the breed specific legislation involving "pit
bull" type dogs. The current laws are archaic, and for a city and state that prides itself on being
"progressive," it is sad to see. As someone that travels to Denver 2-3 times per year with our
dogs, I know your ban on pitbulls would cause me to avoid it. We have an American
Staffordshire Terrier mix dog and would not feel comfortable bringing him to your city. There
are so many misconceptions surrounding pitbulls, and you are only perpetuating those false
stereotypes, and for that you should be ashamed of yourself. If you are only making your
decision on your emotions surrounding pitbull type dogs, please place your personal opinions
aside and think of the majority of the people you represent. If anything at all, please simply
consider the taxpayers' money that you are wasting in order to enforce this law. 


I hope to see that your vote helps to save pitbull lives all over, and that your city is free of this
archaic ban/bsl. 


Thank you-
Kathleen Oltesvig
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From: Dowling, Lindsay
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Repeal of pit bull ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 6:27:42 PM


Hi,


I whole heartedly support the repeal of the pit bull ban.


Thanks,
Lindsay Dowling


Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Lindsey Marsh
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull Ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 9:03:47 AM


Please take the time to reconsider your vote on the Pit Bull Ban Bill. They are loving dogs and only her a bad name
because of bad owners. Through the years many breeds have been said to be bad breeds. There are no bad dogs. Just
bad owners! Pit bulls don’t deserve this and the city of Denver deserves better. Please vote to repeal the ban.


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Laurel Mills
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit bulls
Date: Friday, February 14, 2020 6:54:44 PM


Please consider overriding Major Hancocks decision to ban pit bulls. My experience with them is that they are
sweet, loving & loyal companions! I am a transplant from CT & was once attacked by a German shepherd. Recently
my neighbors terrier mix bit me & I was in emergency room! Please don’t stereotype pit bulls as the only dog who
can be vicious-only the owner can be blamed for negative training!
Thank you for your consideration in this matter!
Laurel mills, 19734 e 54th place, Denver 80249
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From: Christine Lambert
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Repeal the Pit Bull Ban!
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 5:22:28 PM


Dear Denver City Council,


I write to you today to respectfully urge ALL members of the City Council (including those
who were not present for the last vote) to override Mayor Hancock's veto of bill 20-0071 and
repeal the ban of "pit bull" type dogs in Denver. I recognize that you have already heard the
arguments through the public comment process, and I will not waste your time with anecdotal
stories of my love for "pit bulls," though I could go on for days about the hundreds I have met
during my experience with grooming and dog rescue. Instead, I urge you to read the facts, if
you have not already, and come to the logical decision that Breed Specific Legislation simply
does not work. The ASPCA, HSUS, AVMA, AKC, and many more well-informed
organizations know this to be true. Further, Breed Specific Legislation is unconstitutional and
will be the subject of further, expensive litigation in Denver if this bill does not pass.


The millions of dollars spent on the enforcement of this ban is much better spent on the
enforcement of regulations such as licensing of all pets and animal cruelty. Not only is Breed
Specific Legislation cruel to dog lovers and "pit bulls" themselves, it is almost impossible to
ensure that those enforcing the laws know what a "pit bull" is. I encourage all of you to take a
quiz to see if you can choose the American Pit Bull Terrier or American Staffordshire Terrier
from the group of different breeds. 


The Denver City Council has spent much time considering this issue, hearing from all sides.
Unfortunately, this is not the same for Mayor Hancock. His choice to use his power to veto for
the first time in his time as mayor was an abuse of discretion, considering it was not the will of
the people. He also spent far less time than you considering this issue, and I believe this is the
main reason he made the wrong decision to veto.


Please recall that your duty as City Council men and women is to uphold the will of the
people. I believe it is clear that the majority of people in Denver are looking forward to the
repeal of the "pit bull" ban. "Pit bulls" must be given the same opportunities as other dogs to
prove that they are good, to be adopted into loving homes, to be safe from prejudice, and to
escape the threat of death. Please also keep in mind that you have the potential to save
thousands of lives with this vote, as "pit bulls" are killed everyday because of this ban.


I have put together a short list of important links for your consideration:
https://www.maddiesfund.org/assets/grants/denver-bsl-revised-final-report.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6306151/
https://avmajournals.avma.org/doi/abs/10.2460/javma.2000.217.836
https://www.animallaw.info/case/vanater-v-village-south-point
https://www.shawpitbullrescue.com/can-you-find-the-pit-bull/


Thank you,
Christine Lambert
Perminent Resident of Denver
Temporary Resident of San Diego (where we do not have BSL)
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Christy Lambert
J.D. Candidate, Class of 2021
University of San Diego School of Law 


ALDF - USD President | SALDF.USD@gmail.com
christylambert@sandiego.edu
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From: Slack, Vanessa
To: District 1 Comments; Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; Montano, Dana D. - CC YA3153


Administrator II; Torres, Jamie C. - CC Member District 3 Denver City Council; Chavez, Benjamin J. - CC YA2245
City Council Aide; Mejia, Melissa - CC YA2245 City Council Aide; Rocha Vasquez, Daisy - CC YA2245 City Council
Aide; Black, Kendra A. - CC Member District 4 Denver City Council; City Council District 5; Horn, Melissa A. - CC
Senior City Council Aide District 5; Fry, Logan M. - CC YA2245 City Council Aide; Visser, Sara - CC YC1500
Administrative Support Assistant III; Kashmann, Paul J. - CC Member District 6 Denver City Council; Fahrberger,
Brent J. - CC Senior City Council Aide District 6; Watters, Morgan - CC; Clark, Jolon M. - CC President Denver City
Council; Carpenter, Tate E. - CC City Council Aide District 7; Thompson, Maggie M. - CC Senior City Council Aide
District 7; Banuelos, Anita - CC City Council Aide District 7; Herndon, Christopher J. - CC Member District 8
Denver City Coun; Schoultz, Amanda M. - CC Senior City Council Aide; Guillen, Bonnie K. - CC City Council Aide;
Hartman, Leya - CC YA2245 City Council Aide; dencc - City Council; Hinds, Chris - CC Member District 10 Denver
City Council; St. Peter, Teresa A. - CC Senior City Council Aide District 10; Zukowski, Liz S. - CC Senior City
Council Aide District 10; City Council District 10; Gilmore, Stacie M. - CC Member District 11 Denver City Council;
kniechatlarge; Kyle, Polly A. - CC Senior City Council Aide At Large; Lowell, Christopher - CC City Council Aide At
Large; Deborah Ortega - Councilwoman At Large


Subject: [EXTERNAL] A new perspective on Ordinance 8-67: The "pit bull ban"
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2020 3:03:20 PM


Good afternoon,
 
If you voted to keep the pit bull ban in place, please allow me to share just one, unique piece of
information you should be privy to before making a final vote this Monday, 24 February.  I used to
work at Denver Animal Shelter (the entity that enforces the ‘pit bull ban’) for over 2 years and have
seen how much resources are wasted on this issue in the City of Denver.  I saw first-hand workers
at the shelter allowing what you might call “pit bulls” return to their owners or be adopted as a “lab
mix” or a “boxer mix” because it is a waste of City resources and it is a draconian policy. 
 
If you do not know who determines if a dog is a “pit bull” in Denver or how much resources are
consumed on this process: It is determined by Animal Protection Officers (APO) at the Denver
Animal Shelter.  These individuals, although fantastic at their jobs, do not have any special
certification or training to declare dog breeds.  They are no better or worse than any other experts
in dog care fields guessing a breed based on physical characteristics (including dog show judges and
veterinarians).  On any given day, 3 APOs are selected to do a “breed evaluation” on a dog in
question using a paper survey that they indicate what the animal’s head, tail, eye shape, ears, body
size, etc. look like and independently declare a breed for that dog.  If all 3 agree that based on
general physical characteristics a dog looks like a “pit bull”, that animal is declared a pit bull and
the owner is notified- the dog is banned in Denver.  If one of those APOs, for whatever reason(s),
declare a different breed, that will be the official breed for that animal indefinitely in Denver. 
You could see a dog in Denver that to 9 people out of 10 would think is a “pit bull”, but on the dog’s
breed evaluation could be “boxer” or “basset hound” or “whippet”- no exaggeration, I have seen this
on actual breed evaluations. 
 
Each officer and staff member involved in this process take at least 20 minutes for their part of the
breed evaluation (collectively, an hour or more per dog evaluation), and even longer if it is declared
a pit bull.  That time, money, and manpower could be used to do something productive, like
investigate animal cruelty cases, investigate bites, or educate the public on why they should obtain
pet licenses and increase that “less than 20% compliance rate” the Mayor was referring to. 
Regardless of your stance on the breed ban, you have to agree that this is not a perfect system and,
to borrow Mayor Hancock’s own words: raises significant questions about the effectiveness of this
current system. 
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We are paying unqualified, imperfect animal lovers to spend portions of their day rating a dog’s
physical appearance and guess that dog’s heritage, based on general physical characteristics, to
determine if the dog falls in to a category that doesn’t technically exist.  And for what- the guise of
“public safety”?  I am sure you have been inundated with all the statistics showing pit bulls were less
likely to have bitten someone compared to Labradors, German Shepherds, American bulldogs, et al.,
and those bites were equally or less serious in nature.  Evidence shows that breed bans do not work
in that regard. 
 
Finally, the pet licensing system used at the Denver Animal Shelter is costing the city money, is
ineffective at outreach programs to educate the public on the importance of licensing, and is
being outsourced to a for-profit company in Texas that charges a substantial amount of money and
offers Denver no support on licensing pets or returning lost pets to owners.  No wonder Denver has
not exceeded this “20% compliancy rate”.  Repealing this ban could free up resources to get pet
license compliance up to an acceptable rate. 
 
If you feel, armed with all the information citizens have given you regarding sound, legitimate,
statistical rationale, that you would still want to keep the ban in place due to other concerned
citizen’s fears and confirmation biases, I ask that you at least consider the amount of money that
the City of Denver is wasting and acknowledge Denver has not accomplished a decrease in dog
bites or attacks since this ban.  Please vote to repeal this ban and free up resources better served
elsewhere in Animal and Community Protection. 
 
Thank you for your time,
 
Vanessa Slack
Master of Public Health Candidate - Epidemiology
Colorado School of Public Health | Anschutz Medical Campus
Vanessa.slack@cuanschutz.edu
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From: Destiny Chamarro
To: Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; City Council District 5; District 9; dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Denver City Council
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 2:46:59 PM


Good Morning,


 


I am writing to express my opinion against continuing the ban on pit bulls in your
city. As a passionate advocate for this kind, loving, gentle, loyal breed, I hope you
will consider my words and experiences prior to your meeting tomorrow.


 


Breed specific legislation has been proven to be ineffective. In 2013 the White
House issued a statement stating this, and agreed that it is in fact
DISCRIMINATION enshrined within the law. If I bring my pit bull to your city
she will be taken from me based purely on her square head. How is this just? This
is not what America stands for. This is a disgrace. To take away the right of
Americans to keep their family members and prevent others from owning them is
not only unethical, but it’s unconstitutional. This ruling is coming from a place of
fear, and we have learned throughout history that fear based ignorance is a very
dangerous game. I urge you to not to play it.


 


If you vote no on this important topic (which I'll reiterate has already sustained a
majority vote), you are missing an incredible opportunity to end the shameful
genocide of innocent, voiceless beings. I have been surrounded by pits my entire
life, and have experienced the joy, love, and gentle companionship they bring. If
you support the Mayor in his veto, you are doing a disservice to the hundreds of
thousands of educated and responsible inhabitants of your city, and a disservice to
yourself. Additionally, you are deterring thousands more from visiting your city.
If your ultimate goal is truly to protect the public safety, which I whole heartedly
support, you should focus on the sociopaths who are abusing, neglecting, and
killing these dogs. The irresponsible and abusive pet owners who then become
irresponsible parents, breeding more and more violence. With a 10% rise in
violent crime in Denver this year alone, I really think this should be your focus.
Again, this is a people problem. Not a dog problem. Especially not a pit bull
problem.


 


The majority vote last week was clear. The ban on this beautiful breed should be
at long last lifted. Please do not let ignorance and discrimination prevail. Please
take this opportunity and choose change. Choose to end the stigma placed on pit
bulls. Choose to allow these magical creatures that love, protect, heal, and save so
many lives to be allowed once again into your city. Choose to set the precedent.
Have to courage and integrity to end discrimination.
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I appreciate your time and look forward to see what the future of Denver holds for
our amazing pittie friends.








From: Amy Rouen
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [BULK] [EXTERNAL] Pit bulls
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 11:43:13 AM


Hello,


I urge you to vote to allow pit bulls to live in Denver. My mother is a nationally renowned dog trainer in Florida.
She sees all kind of dogs with severe, dangerous, anger issues.  She stands very firmly, as do I, that the type of dog
has nothing to do with a dogs bite habits or anger issues. It has to do with the way each dog is raised or trained.
 If you ban only pit bulls, you are being lazy and ignorant. Would you deny a type of person in Denver? The same
logic’s apply. Most of these dogs are people’s gentle and loving companions.
If you are really concerned about people’s  well being, pass a bill requiring every DOG OWNER to be registered
WITH assessment certifications to allow dog ownership in Denver. To many unqualified PEOPLE have dogs as
pets. This will eliminate the problem in ALL breeds without prejudice laws.


Dog trainers are in plenty and would love to help make a safer city without this useless, awful bill.


Amy Van Dyken-Rouen, OLY


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Carter Paddy
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull Ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 3:20:23 PM


Please please please do not allow a pit bull ban!!! They are the most loyal breed. Stereotypes of this breed are
ruining countless dog lives. Dogs need us to fight for them. Veto or not please keep fighting to gets votes!!
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From: Mani
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 11:58:40 PM


Dear Denver City Council Members,


Mayor Hancock's decision to veto the vote to repeal Denver's Pit Bull ban came as a huge slap
in the face to everyone!
Mayor Hancock's announcement on Instagram was met with almost 4,500 comments
abhorring the Mayor's deadly decision. I've screenshot a few of the comments, many by
veterinarians, who want justice for all dogs falling under the generic guideline of "pit bull".
Hopefully you'll take a moment out of your day to hear our concerns. The constituents of
Denver urge the members of the council to pass the bill, regardless of the Mayor's veto. I look
forward to the meeting on Tuesday. Please make us proud!
Thank you,
Mani Nadjmi
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From: Basia Gauci
To: Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; District 9; dencc - City Council; District 1 Comments; 


Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; Montano, Dana D. - CC YA3153 Administrator II
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Contacting you from Europe about: Breed specific legislation
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 4:19:02 PM


Dear Sir and Madam,


I am alarmed by your intention to introduce a Breed Specific Legislation against pit bull type 
of dog. 


I do hope you’ll reconsider this decision and won’t make it happen in your area.


Being a dog lover and an owner of 3 pit bulls I want to assure you that banning them from 
society is a very harmful and unfair treatment.


The tragic misjudgement will take a place if you introduce this legislation. Pit bulls don’t 
deserve it however I would suggest to introduce Specific Dog Owner Legislation 


which would lead to prosecution of irresponsible dog owners whenever their pets ( any type 
of dog) would cause a problem. Pls believe me pit bulls are victims of human behaviour and 
not the opposite. 


I will be awaiting the results of your Tuesday vote in this case.


I believe you’ll change your mind and won’t allow a mass killing of innocent dogs and 
personal tragedies of their owners. Pit bulls are very popular in Malta, are loved here and there 
is no evidence to eliminate them from our country. We don’t have guns in our homes and we 
love our dogs. We don’t kill our neighbours or colleagues only because we can get a 
semiautomatic gun in the nearby shop. We don’t kill our dogs only because some unfounded 
hysteria of  a group of individuals can influence the majority. I don’t know if you even know 
where Malta is - its a very small island down south from Italy. It’s worth to follow our love to 
pit bulls. it really is. 


Your sincerely


Barbara Gauci
Malta
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From: Susan Bartoletti
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbulls
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 6:59:17 AM


To whom it may concern: 
I have been asked to contact your office on behalf of policy regarding pitbulls.  Please do me the
courtesy of reading in an effort to understand and not judge.


The lie we are fed.
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30 years ago, it was the Doberman. Before that, the German Shepperd. At one time, it was the
Rottweiler. Now, for the last 20 years or so, it is the Pitbull. Who is driving the train of deceit and
misinformation regarding the temperament and personality of any particular breed of dog? One
word: Media.


If one follows or believes everything the media puts out, the Pitbull is currently the only dog on
earth that is dangerous. Think about the last time you read an article about a Doberman mauling a
child. Exactly. But 30 years ago, the Doberman, known for it’s intelligence, trainability, and
courage, was tormented by the media who claimed the dog to be a menace to society, and would
likely viciously attack it’s owners. Fact is, the Doberman is a loyal, family-friendly dog that only
becomes aggressive if abused.


Beyond the Doberman, myths of the Rott (Rottweiler) include aggressive personality, untrainable,
not to be trusted around children. To the contrary, Rotts are a calm, confident and courageous
dog and takes it’s time getting to know people, evidently displaying emotional intelligence as well.
Rotts are affectionate, often following its owners everywhere. Yet, back in the day, the Rottweiler
was sometimes falsely accused of horrible characteristics, likely based on it’s appearance and size
and the fact that like the Doberman, its coat is mostly black. (Another myth on an epic scale,
‘black dogs equal evil). Perception is everything. Fact, dogs don’t realize the color of their coat
nor do they care, but people do and therefore black dogs are the least likely to be adopted. Fodder
for a future story. Stay tuned.


German Shepards did not escape vilification either. Once feared to be aggressive and combative,
they are now revered in society for their intelligence and temperament and nowadays, often hailed
and praised for their skills in loyalty, rescue abilities and more.


Which brings me to the Pitull. If you give any credence to the media at all, and you shouldn’t, you
would believe the Pit possesses a mean and aggressive temperament, however, Pits rate higher
than the general dog population in temperament tests. Another myth is that Pit Bulls have 1600
psi in jaw pressure. Busting this myth is, Dr. Lehr Brisbin of the University of Georgia who states:
“To the best of our knowledge, there are no published scientific studies that would allow any
meaningful comparison to be made of the biting power of vaious breeds of dogs”. Yet, this false
statement is repeated time and time again about this breed including that Pits lock their jaws,
another untruth.


Fact is, the Pit is athletic, clownish, affectionate, and eager to please. Originally, the Pitbull was







bred to “bait” bulls and became known as a farm dog before being welcomed into the home
because of their gentleness. In the early 1900’s Pits were given the nickname of “Nanny Dog” due
to their love of and loyalty to children. Look it up.


Here’s the thing. Dogs, like people, often reflect the culture in which they inhabit. For instance, if
a child is raised in an abusive home, that child may grow into an abusive adult. If a child is witness
to neglect or abandonment, that same child will never trust an adult and will forever protect itself
from pain and mistreatment. That being said, the dog, likely the most domesticated animal on
earth, isn’t born into this world as an aggressor or to be vicious. These traits are taught by humans
who exploit the dogs sense of loyalty and love by abusing, baiting, and going out of their way to
actually teach the dog, man’s best friend, to attack. Yet, the dog, bears the blame for its
reputation. Outrageous.


Obviously, any dog, domesticated or not, at the very bottom , is still an animal, and if provoked,
will hurt a person, or another animal. True statement. But, there will come time when the media,
after recognizing their attempts to ban the Pitbull from various communities, the park, other
public places, conceivably even from adoption, will finally move on to another breed to torment,
dare I say, ‘hound’, and destroy the otherwise stellar reputation of say, possibly, the Collie, the
Golden Retriever, or God forbid, the Labrador. I pray for the day when people will learn to
reason for themselves, do the research, and stop depending on the media to bring truth. That ship
sailed long ago.


Thank you for reading.


Susan Bartoletti
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Fact is, the Pit is athletic, clownish, affectionate, and eager to please.
Originally, the Pitbull was bred to “bait” bulls and became known as a
farm dog before being welcomed into the home because of their
gentleness. In the early 1900’s Pits were given the nickname of “Nanny
Dog” due to their love of and loyalty to children. Look it up.
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Here’s the thing. Dogs, like people, often reflect the culture in which they
inhabit. For instance, if a child is raised in an abusive home, that child may
grow into an abusive adult. If a child is witness to neglect or
abandonment, that same child will never trust an adult and will forever
protect itself from pain and mistreatment. That being said, the dog, likely
the most domesticated animal on earth, isn’t born into this world as an
aggressor or to be vicious. These traits are taught by humans who exploit
the dogs sense of loyalty and love by abusing, baiting, and going out of
their way to actually teach the dog, man’s best friend, to attack. Yet, the
dog, bears the blame for its reputation. Outrageous.


Obviously, any dog, domesticated or not, at the very bottom , is still an
animal, and if provoked, will hurt a person, or another animal. True
statement. But, there will come time when the media, after recognizing
their attempts to ban the Pitbull from various communities, the park,
other public places, conceivably even from adoption, will finally move on
to another breed to torment, dare I say, ‘hound’, and destroy the otherwise
stellar reputation of say, possibly, the Collie, the Golden Retriever, or God
forbid, the Labrador. I pray for the day when people will learn to reason
for themselves, do the research, and stop depending on the media to bring
truth. That ship sailed long ago.
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From: Jeanie Harris
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Allow Pit Bulls in Denver!!!
Date: Friday, February 14, 2020 11:21:01 PM


I understand you are trying to do the best for the city of Denver regarding the "pit bull" legislation. I 
have had the privilege to be around pit bull dogs quite a bit. The dogs are very loving, 
sympathetic, and smart. They were originally raised to be babysitters for children because they 
were so gentle with them. The dogs are not born bad or mean. People make them mean. When 
the dogs are raised with love and kindness, they give that back 1000 times to people. You should 
be aware of how people treat dogs before you judge the dogs. Please allow pit bull dogs to reside 
in Denver and enjoy all the city offers to their humans. Thank you!  
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From: Jackie Eshbaugh
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit-bull law
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 1:10:01 PM


Denver City Counsel,


I am writing to express my disappointment and frustration with Denver’s mayor continuing to perpetuate the
prejudice against Pitt-bull dogs upholding a barbaric ban against the breed.


Your City Counsel has the authority to overturn the mayor’s ruling and I implore you to do just that.


As the responsible owner of large breed dogs who are considered a dangerous breed, it is not the breed of dog, but
the owner who raises and trains them that is the issue.


Rather than banning a breed, institute real change in the law regarding ownership responsibility.


Pitt-bulls are a gentle, loving breed that make wonderful family pets. Please do not continue to discriminate against
this beautiful breed of animal.


Thank you,
Jackie Eshbaugh
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Darcy Riddle
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Breed Specific Legistlation
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 3:27:24 PM


We currently do not travel through Denver because of your Breed Specific Legislation, not
even a layover at the airport.  We even drive around the state entirely due to this ridiculous
policy.  Imagine the amount of revenue your city and state continue to lose when millions of
others feel the same way I do. 
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From: Charra Grist
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Repeal Ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 6:30:14 PM


Hello,


I am writing to encourage you to pass the legislation allowing owners of “Pittbull” type dogs in Denver to own these
amazing animals. Many cities have ended breed specific legislation because it does not work. There used to be bans
on Rottweilers and German Shepherds as well. It is time to end this archaic way of thinking. Please do the right
thing. Listen to all the constituents who are in favor of passing this legislation.


Thank you.
Charra Grist
Michigan Resident



mailto:dragonfly13731@yahoo.com

mailto:dencc@denvergov.org






From: natasha ramachandran
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] repeal the 30year old pitbull ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 6:09:39 PM


Hi Denver


Please repeal the 30year old pitbull ban.  They are NOT dangerous but the most loyal loyal and family friendly
breed of dogs and deserve loving homes.


Natasha ramachandran
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Amy Martz
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull bill
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 11:25:44 PM


Dear Council Members,


As I heard the news about Mayor Hancock’s veto of the changed ordinances regarding pit breeds, my stomach sank.
The City and County of Denver has already killed thousands of innocent dogs because of the actions of a few
number of irresponsible or evil owners. Those same bad owners could train a Doberman, German Shepard or
countless other breeds to attack unprovoked or be dangerously aggressive, yet these breeds are not banned. As you
can discover in numerous bonafide animal behavior studies, pit terrier breeds are no more likely than any other
breed to attack.


Please use your common sense & don’t throw the baby out with the bath water. Place the responsibility for
dangerous dogs where it lies - not with the animal but with the owner. Severe penalties for abusive training and
incitement of aggression in a dog hold the owner responsible and allows the thousands of pit terrier breed dogs who
are innocent to avoid being killed for no other reason than being born a specific breed. Would you allow Mayor
Hancock to veto an ordinance upholding civil rights for all races? The parallel here holds true. Please confirm your
initial wise decision by voting to overrule the mayor’s veto of the change in breed specific laws to allow innocent
dogs to live, no matter what breed they are.


Respectfully,


Amy Martz
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From: Mary Price
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please repeal Denver BSL
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 9:15:36 AM


Dear Denver City Council Members,


I am writing to urge you to override the Mayor's veto of the ordinance repealing Denver's ban
on pit bulls. All dogs are at the mercy of their human owners; any dog breed can be dangerous
if taught to be so.


I share the Mayor's concerns about irresponsible dog owners and would support efforts to
address that issue directly, instead of putting resources into continuing the overall breed ban.
A repeal of this breed ban would allow limited City resources to target irresponsible owners of
aggressive or off leash dogs of any breed. 


Please target the behavior, not the breed!


Thank you!


Mary Price
maryprice6288g@gmail.com
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From: Gina Lordo
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Repeal the BSL Law
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 12:18:34 PM


This is SO WRONG, and evil to be killing a dog because of the breed they were born. All dogs (just like people) should be considered and individual and equal. The killing has to stop! Please repeal this
unjust and discriminatory law and give these dogs a chance at a wonder life! 


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.flickr.com/photos/walkadog/3972229655/in/photostream__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!DZnYRIijzDjCxdlOnXBLMlvL_tvRjMcA9BPymtLhhahtukmhId7VLQLiXz_JgtH1$


Thank you
Gina
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From: Heather Chase
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BSL Repel
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 6:02:44 AM


Mayor Hancock,
I am DEVASTATED that you decided to veto the repeal of the Pit Bull Ban. Frankly, I am very DISAPPOINTED
in you and you can be sure you will not have my vote in 2023! 


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Victoria Chenault
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Overturn Mayor Hancock"s Veto!!!
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 12:22:57 PM


Dear Denver City Council,
 
As a pit bull advocate, former pit bull owner, and Denver city resident, I beg, plead, and urge you to
vote to overturn Mayor Hancock’s veto of the pit bull legislation pass last week.
 
I am certain that City Council has been inundated with e-mails based on fearmongering and
propaganda demanding that the council members keep the pit bull ban in place.  And, I am certain
that those e-mails include attachments with unfounded statistics purporting to support why pit bulls
are inherently dangerous dogs or impassioned pleas as to why people fear for their lives with pit
bulls. (Why is it that the rational voices are often drowned out by the fearful ones?) 
 
In lieu of my reiterating research-based facts as to why all of the “anti-pit bullers” are wrong and
unfounded in their beliefs (I hope that City Council has already conducted their due diligence), I
write to you to tell you my own personal experience as I ask that Council look beyond the biased fear
and unsubstantiated facts and look to what is rational and reasoned. 
 
As a first-year law student in New Orleans, my sister found a thin, white and brown female pit bull
on an abandoned construction site.  When I first saw her, I was apprehensive and fearful because I
had zero knowledge of pit bulls except heresy.  My sister insisted that pit bulls were the best
companion animals (she owned one at the time) and everything negative I ever heard about them
was untrue.  She could not have been more correct.  I took Lily into my home, trained her, loved her,
and yes, kept my head up high as people crossed the street when I walked by with her, or
vehemently question why I would “ever have a dog like that.”  Lily slept under the covers in my bed
head on my pillow, crawled onto my lap and head because she couldn’t get close enough to me,
jumped into the cars of strangers with doe eyes asking them to love her, and licked any stranger
until they cried “Uncle”.  After our first child was born, Lily would sit on the floor with our infant son
as he would, quite literally, stick his finger through her eye socket, pull her tail, and sit on her back -
she did so patiently and lovingly.  This behavior is not the exception, this the rule with pit bulls. 
Anyone who has had any personal experience with owning a pit bull will have very similar stories. 
They are, quite literally, exceptionally loving and passionate animals. 
 
However, had I lived in Denver with Lily, my beloved dog, who in her 13 years on this planet never
showed a single sign of aggression or ferocity, would have been summarily scooped up by animal
control, and put down.  Why?  Because of the way she looked.  Meanwhile, the Denver citizen with
their aggressive and off-leash Akita, Golden Retriever, Dalmatian, German Shepherd, or Heinz 57
mutt, if reported to animal control, would have received a slap on the wrist, a fine, and a stern
talking-to, but that dog is rarely at risk of losing its life.  Think about it: Denver KILLS good family pets
because of the way that dog looks, not because of a history of abuse and/or irresponsibility by the
owner, or a history of aggression from the dog.  It simply defies all logic and reasoning. 
 
I’m sure you’ve heard it – there are no bad breeds, just bad owners.  Unfortunately, the reputation
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of pit bulls is the result of a lot of bad owners.  I empathize with pit bull dogs and the plight that they
have faced over the last 30 years in Denver, but I hope that Denver will look past it and change. 
Denver prides itself on being progressive, so I hope that City Council continues that trend.
 
And, when the ban is overturned, our family will always and forever be a pit bull family. 
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Victoria Chenault
District 1
 
Victoria Davis Chenault, Attorney
Busch Law Firm PLLC
www.wirelesscounsel.com
victoria.chenault@wirelesscounsel.com
303.515.7613
 
 
This message and any attachments to it contains PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL ATTORNEY CLIENT INFORMATION AND/OR
ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCE exclusively for intended recipients.  Please DO NOT FORWARD OR DISTRIBUTE to anyone else.  If
you have received this e-mail in error, please call 425-406-7864 to report the error and then delete this message from your
system.
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From: Allie Hollish
To: dencc - City Council; kevinflynn@denvergov.org; devnercouncil5@denvergov.org; District 9
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please vote yes to end the Denver pit bull ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 3:46:14 PM


I’m writing to encourage you to vote yes to end the pit bull ban in Denver this upcoming Tuesday. It is a dangerous
rhetoric to claim that a breed is more violent than any other breed.


I urge you to instead fight for tougher laws and consequences to HUMANS who make these (all dogs not just pit
bulls) beautiful, innocent animals fight and choose to do harm to them in other ways.


Thank you
A concerned citizen


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Amy Calmann
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Repeal the Ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 2:46:24 AM


Dear City Council members of Denver,


I am a psychotherapist in New York City. I see the damage that is done by the stigmatizing,
bullying, discrimination and marginalizing of certain people in our society. I see firsthand the
trauma that is inflicted and the deep impact it can have on a person’s sense of security,
identity, and development. Damage that is caused by fears and not fact. Damage that is caused
by ignorance instead of education. 


A decision to keep a ban in place on one group - whether it is a group of people or dogs - only
causes harm and perpetuates bias. It causes unfair and cruel prejudice against a certain group,
and does irreversible destruction to those in the group. 


You all have the power to right the wrongs of 30 years of injustice and cruelty. Very sadly,
Denver has a history of failing the dogs and the people of your community for three decades.
If you vote to uphold the pit bull ban, you are letting down everyone - not just pit bull
advocates and pit bull owners. This is a missed opportunity to fight long standing bias, and it
ultimately hurts all people and all dogs.


Without a repeal of the pit bull ban, you are listening to fears and stereotyping, much like what
has occurred with racism, sexism and xenophobia. The oppression of pit bulls is not keeping
you or anyone else any safer. If you believe you are more secure, facts will tell you that this is
a false sense of safety. 


Upholding the ban would mean that you are choosing not to listen to facts and science. You
are choosing not to listen to all of the professionals who testify that breed bans do not make
people and cities safer. As elected officials, you are clearly smart and educated people who
care about the public. The public is trusting you to use your intelligence and balanced thinking
to make decisions based on evidence and not conjecture, fear mongering and media stories. 


Breed does not predict violence. Pit bulls are not a breed anyhow. One of these pit bull type
dogs, the American pit bull terrier, passes the American temperament testing society exam at a
higher rate than many other dogs. They show less aggression than Golden retrievers, Yorkies,
Beagles, Chihuahuas, Dalmatians, and Collies. American pit bull terriers are one of the highest
scoring dog breeds tested, among a hundred plus breeds. 


I would be very concerned that the mayor of your city believes he has the power and authority
to stomp on the rights of your city council, and to ignore the voting process that was put in
place to be fair and to be representative of the people of your city. 


Mayor Hancock’s choice to use a veto to block a repeal of the pit bull ban that was already
voted upon by council members demonstrates an abuse of authority. Although the mayor may
be within his right to veto a bill, I surely would not want to adhere to a mayor who ignores the
votes of you and your fellow council members. The mayor is essentially saying that you can’t
be trusted to make a decision, so he will do it for you. 
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If you choose to uphold the pit bull ban, you are allowing irresponsible and abusive dog
owners to dictate your decision. It is those people who will benefit from this ban for even
more years, as so much money and effort and resources are wasted in trying to uphold the ban.
And unfortunately, a breed ban mainly detrimentally affects the law abiding citizens of your
city. The people who suffer are those who want to register their dog for a license, keep up with
vaccines, and who treat their dog like a family member. 


On a personal note, I adopted a pit bull from the Brooklyn NY shelter 4 1/2 years ago. Stevie
Nicks is a therapy dog who sees patients with me in my private practice, on a weekly basis. It
is truly extraordinary to watch both adolescents and adults open up to Stevie in a way that they
could not with humans. Many of my patients are survivors of trauma, and have severe
difficulties relating to people. But they often develop a bond with Stevie that gives them the
comfort needed to express their thoughts and feelings, and work on grieving and healing. 


Stevie and I also speak at New York City schools throughout the year, where we discuss
bullying, breed bans and discrimination, animal safety, therapy dog work, and adoption of
shelter and rescued animals. Many of these children have been victims of bullying, racism,
and assaults on their religion, gender, etc, and they can relate to Stevie because of the history
of bullying of her breed and the unfair stereotyping that she has endured too. 


The kids adore spending time with Stevie, hugging her, reading books to her, and teaching her
commands. And it is incredibly inspiring to see that children are so accepting of a pit bull type
dog. They are determined not to judge a dog based on their appearance, just like they don’t
want to be judged based on their own appearance. These children have the capacity to
understand breed bans and how harmful they are, in a way that adults often cannot.


Before Stevie came into my life, my first pit bull was adopted when I was 22 years old from
the Manhattan NY shelter, and she had a beautiful 13 years with me. I spend much time
around dogs volunteering, training and rescuing them. And I’ve honestly never met another
breed of dog that is so intuitive, and so sensitive to people. There is no other type of dog that I
would choose to have as part of my family.


You can check out my life with Stevie Nicks @stevienicksbull . Please repeal the pit bull ban
and allow all dogs to be judged based on who they are - and not what they look like. Thank
you for listening.


My best,
Amy Calmann


Although unlikely, information sent via the internet may be intercepted by third parties.
Hence, the privacy of health care data can not be assured. If you are a patient and choose to
communicate via email, you consent to email exchanges with the recognition that HIPAA
privacy rights cannot be guaranteed. This e-mail and any documents accompanying this e-mail
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may contain information which is confidential and/or legally privileged. The information is
intended only for the use of the individual or entity named on this e-mail. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the
taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this e-mail information, is strictly prohibited
and that the documents should be returned to Amy L. Calmann immediately via contacting me
at amy amy@amytherapynyc.com. In this regard, if you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify me by return e-mail. Please delete the e-mail and all attachments and destroy all
hard copies of same. 


Sent from my iPhone


Although unlikely, information sent via the internet may be intercepted by third parties.
Hence, the privacy of health care data can not be assured. If you are a patient and choose to
communicate via email, you consent to email exchanges with the recognition that HIPAA
privacy rights cannot be guaranteed. This e-mail and any documents accompanying this e-mail
may contain information which is confidential and/or legally privileged. The information is
intended only for the use of the individual or entity named on this e-mail. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the
taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this e-mail information, is strictly prohibited
and that the documents should be returned to Amy L. Calmann immediately via contacting me
at amy amy@amytherapynyc.com. In this regard, if you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify me by return e-mail. Please delete the e-mail and all attachments and destroy all
hard copies of same. 


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Lucero Ramirez
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull ban
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 8:10:00 AM


Good morning,


I just wanted to express my opinion on pitbulls and I believe every animal should have the opportunity of a home.
Pit bull is not even a breed pit bull is a mixture of multiple breeds and is a term used for dogs of multiple breeds
with certain characteristics. Dogs are like children they will grow up to be however they were raised. If they are
raised in a violent home they will grow up to be such if they are raised in a loving home they will be loving. I
understand the concern of dogs and families with children but all dogs can react this way when people don’t show
their kids how to respect a dogs personal space. The way dogs communicate is just different than humans. If you
have a child constantly poking you pulling your ears hitting your head you’re eventually going to snap and tell the
child to stop. Dogs can’t speak our language they express that same feeling in a different way. Parents need to show
their children to respect dogs! Banning a Pitt bull is not the solution, the solution is to educate families on how to
properly train an animal and properly train their children. Instead of banning a “breed” you should consider
providing low cost training to families and dogs to make sure it creates a safe environment for both the animal and
the family.


Thank you
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From: Susie Thompson
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please override the veto
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 2:05:29 PM


Hello, 


Just wanted to write and show my support for overriding Mayor Hancock’s veto. I have a
pitbull and  she is my whole world. I hate that she is discriminated against because of her
breed when she is the sweetest most loyal animal I’ve ever met. I intend to boycott Denver
until this horrible pitbull ban is lifted and will continue to educate my friends and family about
this discrimination as well. 


Please override his veto and lift the ban. 


Best, 
Susie Thompson 
-- 
Susan L. Thompson, Esq.
seattlesusie@gmail.com 
(512) 983-5440
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From: Steven Benscheidt
To: dencc - City Council; info@cfawa.org
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull Ban
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 8:26:03 PM


Denver City Council Members,
       It is unfortunate that Mayor Michael Hancock vetoed your bill regarding pit bulls.  As a
veterinarian who has practiced for > 4 decades we realize that a breed ban is not effective, as
it is similar to racial profiling.   Yes some breeds can be dangerous and these animals should be
euthanized.  Similar to humans aggression/mental problems it is partially due to your parents
genetic profile as well as the environment.  There are other breeds of dogs and cats which
have aggressive animals.  I do not agree with adopting out any aggressive dogs, even fear
biters that cause harm.
       I live in a county where we take our trash to another county.   If the mayor wants to ban
pit bulls please do not push your problem animals out into other counties and animal
shelters.  The City of Denver should take care of its own problems, and I presume you do not
put the homeless and drug addicts onto a bus for anywhere else.   If the animals shelters who
have been willing to take your animals decided to impose a $500 fee to accept the problems
you are pushing onto others, this should be included in your budget in my professional
opinion and/or as a donation for accepting your problem.
Dr. Steven Benscheidt
Longmont, Colorado 


cc - CFAWA
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From: Stephanie a
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull - Please do the right thing and allow taxpaying Denver resident(s) their right to whatever


breed domestic dog they choose.
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 8:00:46 AM
Attachments: image.png


The current ban is outdated, cruel, discriminatory and I am very confused how a sanctuary city
can discriminate like this, was in SHOCK when we moved from Philadelphia to find a state so
animal friendly discriminated like this.  It's dishearening but more over citizens who pay, vote
in the city should have the right to welcome whatever domestic dog they want into their
home. 
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From: Nikki Higashi
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support to repeal the Pit bull ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 7:04:40 PM


I support to repeat the pit bull ban. Seems to me this is a people problem and not a dog problem.
If you are worried about population maybe starting at the roots of BREEDING dogs should be a discussion. Puppy
mills. Backyard breeders. Etc.
All dogs can bite. NOT just a certain breed.
I hope you look at the stats on that.


Thank you for your consideration


Nikki
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Nikki Harris
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Strong Opposition to Breed-Specific Legislation allowed by Mayor Hancock
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 7:03:00 PM


As a lover of all dogs, someone who has personal experience with many different breeds, and
a Denver resident, I want to strongly voice my opposition to the BSL repeal. Statistics show
that the pit bulls, when neutered and raised in a loving home, are no more aggressive than the
vast majority of dog breeds. Pit Bull breeds were once known as "America's dog" and are one
of the most popular type of dog breeds in the United States. The main reason why people do
not like pit bulls is due to media sensationalism in the 1980s that has permeated
unnecessary fear into our society with little statistical backing. Studies from many countries
have shown that laws like the one under discussion do little to nothing to actual protect
citizens. As a child, I was a natural dog lover and spent many free afternoons walking and
playing with all the dogs in the neighborhood. During that time I was bitten by two dogs- a
Cocker Spaniel and a German Shepard. The pit bulls and the pit bull mixes were among the
goofiest, sweetest dogs I worked with and I have never felt unsafe around a well trained dog.
Pit bulls are naturally kind and loving creatures who should be welcomed into the many loving
homes in Denver. 


However, I realize that emotional pandering will not work for government reasoning.
Therefore, I think you will find the sum total of the financial responsibility to uphold this law
to be unnecessary and a useless waste of taxpayer money. The fiscal responsibility of the
taxpayer to uphold this law (from my research) comes to a total of about $1,000,000 a year.
That's a million dollars being put towards legislation that is not statistically helpful or relevant.
It is the governments responsibility to use taxpayer money in ways that are based on facts and
not emotions. The facts show that this law will not improve public safety. A more efficient and
effective use of this large sum of money would be to enforce laws that  would penalize,
prosecute and fine negligent or reckless owners who not only abuse animals but also put their
neighbors at risk by creating unsafe situations with their dogs.


As a Denver resident, I hope that the representatives that have been elected to be the voice for
our community will continue to educate themselves and listen to the facts and vote against the
breed-specific legislation veto Mayor Hancock has recently signed. Thank you for your time
and serious consideration.


Nicole Harris
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From: julia clark
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitt Bull Ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 9:22:02 AM


Dear Mayor Hancock and the City Of Denver,
I am writing to voice my opinion on your city’s breed-specific ban. My family has traveled to your beautiful state
and city several times to enjoy all the sporting, cultural and outdoor activities you offer.  However, as a family who
owns and LOVES several pitt-bull type dogs (whatever that means), we will not be contributing our vacation dollars
to the city of Denver until this arbitrary ban is lifted. 
Sincerely,
Julia Clark Firestone 


Sent from my iPhone
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From: j4god04
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Veto on Bully Breed
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 3:51:18 PM


To The City Council of Denver,


PLEASE, I ask that you STOP your Mayor's veto of breed discrimination against bully
breeds. His decision to veto YOUR decision, is without merit and is WRONG! He is
basing his decision on a situation from 30 years ago...30 years ago?! Facts show that
reported dog bites, across our nation, are reported far more for smaller breeds like
Cocker Spaniels, Chihuahuas and Poodles, being some of the worse to do so. Our
bully breeds are like all other pets; raise them responsibly and you have a beautiful,
loyal, loving dog. Our society should not pay for the few who decide to be
irresponsible with their dogs. I own 2 Pitbulls, adopted from a fabulous rescue out of
AZ, both with different back stories that are heartbreaking, but these animals are silly,
loving, vibrant and happy after being given a healthy, safe & sincere 2nd start. Any
dog can bite, ANY DOG CAN BITE! To allow your Mayor's ignorance to veto YOUR
decision to drop a ban on 1 specific breed, will only add to our society's issues of
discrimination. When does the madness stop? 7 of you voted to drop the breed
specific discrimination law and it will only take 2 more of you, for a total of 9, to
override the Mayor's veto. I live in WA state and I implore you to stop his madness!
These dogs deserve every chance at living their best lives, as all the other breeds. 


PLEASE STOP THIS INSANITY! Be a part of the positive for your state, not the
negative. 


Sincerely,
Tonya Johnson 
Charlie & Ellie, adopted Pitbulls saved by IncredibullStella Rescue in AZ.


Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From: Charles Amaya
To: Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; City Council District 5; District 9; dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Ban
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 1:24:16 PM


Good Morning,
 
I am writing to express my opinion against continuing the ban on pit bulls in your city. As a
passionate advocate for this kind, loving, gentle, loyal breed, I hope you will consider my words and
experiences prior to your meeting tomorrow.
 
Breed specific legislation has been proven to be ineffective. In 2013 the White House issued a
statement stating this, and agreed that it is in fact DISCRIMINATION enshrined within the law. If I
bring my pit bull to your city she will be taken from me based purely on her square head. How is this
just? This is not what America stands for. This is a disgrace. To take away the right of Americans to
keep their family members and prevent others from owning them is not only unethical, but it’s
unconstitutional. This ruling is coming from a place of fear, and we have learned throughout history
that fear based ignorance is a very dangerous game. I urge you to not to play it.
 
If you vote no on this important topic (which I'll reiterate has already sustained a majority vote), you
are missing an incredible opportunity to end the shameful genocide of innocent, voiceless beings. I
have been surrounded by pits my entire life, and have experienced the joy, love, and gentle
companionship they bring. If you support the Mayor in his veto, you are doing a disservice to the
hundreds of thousands of educated and responsible inhabitants of your city, and a disservice to
yourself. Additionally, you are deterring thousands more from visiting your city. If your ultimate goal
is truly to protect the public safety, which I whole heartedly support, you should focus on the
sociopaths who are abusing, neglecting, and killing these dogs. The irresponsible and abusive pet
owners who then become irresponsible parents, breeding more and more violence. With a 10% rise
in violent crime in Denver this year alone, I really think this should be your focus. Again, this is a
people problem. Not a dog problem. Especially not a pit bull problem.
 
The majority vote last week was clear. The ban on this beautiful breed should be at long last lifted.
Please do not let ignorance and discrimination prevail. Please take this opportunity and choose
change. Choose to end the stigma placed on pit bulls. Choose to allow these magical creatures that
love, protect, heal, and save so many lives to be allowed once again into your city. Choose to set the
precedent. Have to courage and integrity to end discrimination.
 
I appreciate your time and look forward to see what the future of Denver holds for our amazing
pittie friends.


Best,


Charlie
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From: susan204@aol.com
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2020 11:03:55 AM
Attachments: Embedded1582117419063.png


Let pit bulls live....stop the ban!!!! The Mayor is a moron, I saw the son he raised bad mouthing police.
The Mayor must be so proud!!!


My Molly 
Sent from AOL Desktop


Open your heart and your home, adopt/foster a rescue animal.
The most loving dog breed in the world is called - Rescued!


Close A C & C!!!!!!!!
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From: kaylensandin
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Denver pitbull ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 9:48:41 AM


To whom it may concern,


I would like to express my sincere disappointment in Mayor Hancock vetoing the lifting of the
pitbull ban in Denver. I am the very proud mother to an American Bulldog and Pitbull, and a
Colorado resident of the last 5 years. 


I have both of my dogs registered and licensed with the township in which I live. I take my
dogs to the vet regularly, where the vet has expressed during every visit, how well tempered
and behaved my dogs are. 


I have friends that used to be afraid of pitbulls, until they met my dogs. They were afraid of
what they had been told about the breed, but once meeting my dogs they realized how mislead
their views had been. 


My pitbull is a rescue from Texas. She was around 2 years old when she was turned into the
shelter in Texas by a woman that said she had seen the dog being abused by a man so she took
her to the shelter to keep her safe. Harley, my pitbull, had a broken legs and a broken jaw.
From her broken jaw she lost some nerve/muscle control of her tongue. Her tongue now is
always hanging out of her mouth. Regardless of how poorly she had been treated by humans,
Harley has forgiven and forgotten her past. 


I read that an issue Mayor Hancock had with lifting the ban had to do with that only 20% of
Denver residents have registered their dogs. None of those residents are pitbull owners. The
80% of residents that have not registered their dogs do not own pitbulls so why are the pitbulls
being punished for other dog owners not being responsible? Maybe instead of punishing the
pitbulls for irresponsible owners, you might focus on how you can get Denver dog owners to
act responsibly and register their non pitbull dogs?


Mayor Hancock, you are on the wrong side of history here. You are discriminating against
these poor animals because of how they look. They are dogs just like the rest of the breeds, but
you choose to discriminate against them because of how they look. This will not be forgotten.
Your poor decision will not be forgotten. Your callousness about sending innocent dogs to
death will not be forgotten. In 2023, your next election year, this will not be forgotten.


Thank you for your time,


Kay Thomason
Pitbull Parent and Advocate
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Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone








From: Daisy Winkler
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No Breed Specific Legislation
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 6:46:35 AM


Hi there, 


It's my understanding that your city council voted to repeal your city's outdated Breed Specific Legislation laws. I'm
disappointed that that action was vetoed. I urge you to rethink.


I'm not a constituent of yours, but I am planning to travel to Denver in the summer for a wedding. But I won't spend
my tourist dollars anywhere my dog isn't welcome. Breed Specific Rules are discriminatory and reactionary, and
do nothing to make our cities safer. The world is watching you.


For a wonderful research-based exploration of this issue, please reference Bronwen Dickie's "Pit Bull: The Battle
Over An American Icon."


Thanks,
Daisy Winkler
Concerned Citizen and Dog Lover


Daisy Winkler
804 307 7634
dzwinkler528@gmail.com
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From: Lisa Chociej
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Repeal BSL in Denver
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 9:56:38 AM


Repeal BSL in Denver and surrounding areas of CO. 


I am a Service Dog owner, my Service Dog {SD} is an American Pit Bull Terrier. This BSL
stuff makes me afraid to even try to visit my sister, who lives in CO. 


Mayor, you let www.dogsbite.org terrorists dictate your decision, rather than listening to the
hundreds of thousands who've contacted you to demand the end of this nightmare. 


Mayor, City Council, etc; the true American Pit Bull Terrier was never ever bred to be human
aggressive. Dog and Other Animal Aggressive, yes, but never human. Any that ever showed
any aggression at humans was killed right away. And now, many APBT breeders are trying to
breed the dogs to still be very athletic, etc, but, no aggression at any living thing; is what many
have told me. Or use them to hunt feral / wild hogs. Which is a really good idea, since these
hogs cause millions of dollars in damages and loss of crops. 


Anyways, I mentioned that mine is my owner-trained Service Dog. I taught him all eighteen
Tasks he needs to know to help me mitigate my disabilities. Americans with Disabilities Act
does not discriminate against dog breeds, unless the animal is a wolf or coyote hybrid. 


Revised ADA Requirements: Service Animals 


Frequently Asked Questions about Service Animals and the ADA 


https://www.animallaw.info/content/fraudulent-service-dogs


Please please repeal BSL and stop this insane witch-hunt on dogs / dog owners and destroying
families. I know of several people in CO and other areas that BSL made them lose their dog
and because of the grief, killed themselves.  *Angry Crying * BSL writers / enforcers are and
should be guilty of murder of those people. Please stop the domestic terrorism.  


Sincerely, 
Lisa Chociej and Zeke the APBT SD 
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From: Kate Bartholomew
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Ban
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 4:04:56 PM


To whom it may concern:


My name is Katelyn and I am writing to you today to ask for a moment of your time regarding
the pitbull ban.


Please allow me to tell you a story that my loving, wonderful, snuggly pitbull cannot verbalize
herself. Cookie was born into the hands of a man who would abuse her so badly that she
would lose her right hind leg as a result. He hit her, and kicked her not only in private but also
in public. He abused her in a parking lot at a pet store so badly that it caught the attention of
rescue agency volunteers. 


Fast forward to Cookie being found at the home of her abuser. She is beaten, starved, and
barely hanging on. She's not even a year old. Her leg is in such bad shape that she needs
immediate medical attention. Her rescuers brought her to the vet where they did a
reconstructive surgery and casted her to help it heal. Unfortunately, in time it would be learned
that the damage was too severe, and amputation was necessary. 


They amputated her right hind leg, and she grew up adapting to her new situation in a foster
home far away from her abuser. Fast forward again. She lands in NY where my mom takes her
in as a foster. I meet this adorable, nervous little baby pitbull with a history as gruesome as a
nightmare. I fall in love, and she's mine.


She is now 3 years old. Living in comfort, safety, stability and love. She is healthy with some
medical issues that couldn't be avoided, because of the damage caused by the man she was
rescued from. But now she has me, and I will work hard every day to keep her quality of life at
it's absolute best. She deserves that.


You see, what you're failing to understand is that it's not the pitbull breed that is the danger.
It's people. It has always been people. People are the reason we can't get our gun laws under
control. People are the reason for crime. People are the reason for violence. Dogs just exist
and adapt to their environment. If you bring a golden retriever into a violent abusive home and
train it to be violent and abusive it's going to be just that. That is not the golden retrievers
fault. That is just what it knows, and how it was trained to live. To survive.


Please open your eyes and see the real problem is not Pitbulls, but the people who mistreat
them. Spreading of ignorance and fear is not the answer. Saving them is.


Thank you for your time. Your courtesy and consideration is greatly appreciated.


Katelyn Bartholomew
Dogmom and Pitbull Advocate 
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From: Barbara Carney
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 3:03:07 PM


Dear Denver City Council,


Please, please, please vote unanimously to revoke the ban on Pitbulls in Denver. I recently
adopted my first Pitbull and she’s the sweetest, calmest, most precious animal I’ve ever owned,
and I’ve owned many. 


Rescuing this beautiful creature has brought so much joy to my life. I can’t imagine life without
her now. Every breed has something someone can say is “wrong” with them. Please don’t blame
an entire breed for the misgivings of human beings; those who didn’t know enough to train them
right or those who chose to exploit and abuse them for financial gain. 


I pray you do the right thing and give these animals a chance to be welcomed and loved in your
beautiful city. 


Thank you,


Barbara Carney
Training Specialist, 
Retirement Plan Services
Lincoln Financial Group
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Work Phone: (260)455-1376
Work Email: Barbara.Carney@lfg.com
Personal Email: BarbCarney2272@aol.com








From: Rose Auston
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pitbull Ban
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2020 11:14:25 AM


To Whom it May Concern,


Please do the right thing and repeal the ban on pitbull dogs in Denver. Pitbulls are NOT
inherently mean dogs! Dogs who are treated badly tend to be more misbehaved, and allowing
pitbulls to be owned in Denver makes it easier for these dogs to be owned responsibly and
treated well. This can lead to a redemption of the breed, and I think we’d all like these dogs to
be happy and have a loving home.


Thank you, and please do the right thing for these dogs,
Rose Auston 
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From: Krista Mikkelsen
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] End BSL! Legalize Pit Bulls!
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 4:14:59 PM


To whom it may concern:


     My name is Krista and I am writing you today to voice my opinions on the current breed
specific legislation in Denver, specifically the ban of Pit Bulls.  With years of experience
working with all breeds of dogs, I have come to know that Pit Bulls specifically do not have
any higher risk of being aggressive when compared to other breeds. I currently work in an
animal hospital and boarding facility and can honestly say that I have not had to fear a single
Pit Bull entering our facility. Have I feared being bit by dogs at our facility? Yes, of course,
but that fear has been created by many different breeds of dogs. To simply say that one breed
of dog is naturally more aggressive than another simply IS NOT TRUE.  Dogs are animals and
ANY dog can be aggressive, just like any person can be violent or dangerous. Having a ban on
one specific breed of dog is murder of that breed, a holocaust! Innocent Pit Bulls are taken
from LOVING homes and KILLED for doing absolutely nothing, for simply existing and
being the "wrong" kind of dog. I am appalled by the number of pit bulls euthanized in Denver
shelters. Recently, the westword leaked that this number is over 3,000. It makes me ashamed
to live in a city that could do something so cruel.  


Please put an end to the senseless murding of innocent dogs. 


Sincerely,
Krista 
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From: Tiffany Meltcher
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I STAND WITH PITBULLS
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 7:37:32 PM


Mayor Hancock, 


I’m writing to express my complete disgust and disappointment in your attempt to veto the bill
that will allow pit bulls into your city again. Pit bulls are sweet, loving, loyal, gentle, amazing
creatures and continuing this band on their breed is unjust, discriminatory, racist, appalling,
and will effect no change. In the last year, violent crime has increased in your city by 10%.
This is what you should be focusing on. On violent PEOPLE. Once you work to eliminate
THAT, violent animals of ALL breeds will be minimized. Dogs are not your problem, people
are.  


In a recent study, the following was determined:


Pit bulls are about average when it comes to aggressive behavior toward people.


They are high on the list of aggression toward other dogs, but not the highest.


Even though a pit bull is strong enough to do a lot of damage when it does bite,
it does not bite differently than any other dog.


According to your county shelter websites:


Under Denver’s Ordinance Sec. 8-67, pit bull breeds (American Pit Bull Terrier,
American Staffordshire Terrier, or Staffordshire Bull Terrier) are banned in the City
and County of Denver.


Pit bull type dogs are defined as any dog displaying the majority of physical traits of
any one or more of the above breeds, or any dog exhibiting those distinguishing
(physical) characteristics, which substantially conform to the standards established by
American Kennel Club or United Kennel Club.


You are discriminating here based purely on looks and nothing else. This is
ATROCIOUS and the majority are going to fight to stop this. The vote was 7-4, you
need to listen to your people. Use your power for GOOD, use it to release pit bulls
from the stigma they’ve suffered from for so long. You are making things so much
worse if you veto this bill. I feel for those who have suffered from animal attacks but
YOU MUST know that the dogs who harm them (which are other breeds as well) are
a DIRECT RESULT of their owners!!!!!! How have you not made this connection??
We need to focus on being responsible pet owners and giving consequence to animal
abusers. 


You say you’ve gotten 900 phone calls about this issue. Of people telling you their
horrible experience and trauma with pit bulls. Those 900 people are .015% of your
city’s population. And while it’s unfortunate, it’s not prevalent. Listen to the remainder.
Listen to the hundreds of thousands of comments against you on your video. Listen to
me. 
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Do not get in the way of this change. Take the opportunity to change the world and
take strides forward. Do this for those who can’t speak for themselves.


Thank you,


Tiffany Meltcher 








From: jessica manson
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pit Bull Ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 7:05:17 PM


I do not mean any offense by this letter and hope that you take your time to read it and to put yourself into other
people’s and dog’s shoes.


To whom it concerns,


This ban is ignorant and heartless. The issues that come from pit bulls not only come from several other breeds as
well but also from raising them poorly. Pit bulls that were raised with love, not hate, are amazing pets and
undoubtedly loyal. The best part about pit bulls is how devoted they are to their families especially when they’ve
grown up with the children in their family. Family pit bulls that are registered are the ones this ban is affecting not
dog fighting drug dealers. Your ban is sinful and it makes me disgusted that you would ever put your community
through something so heart breaking. Dogs, no matter, the breed are never the problem, the people who raised them
are. You’re putting your time and resources to ‘fix’ a problem that will reoccur as soon as the dog fighters and drug
dealers dogs are gone.


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Joan Crawford
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Override Hancock’s veto on pitbull legislation
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 7:28:06 PM


Please vote to override his unfortunate veto of the proposed bill.


Joan crawford


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Stella The Pit Bull
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Tuesday Vote
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 9:26:10 AM


Dear Council Members -


Just writing to tell you so many lives hang in the balance with respect to
repealing the pit bull ban. 


Why all this effort to uphold legislation that has been proven,
scientifically, over and over again to be ineffective. The mayor says he
vetoed the repeal because of irresponsible owners.... what does that say
about the citizens of Denver, you included?  The mayor thinks it is
necessary to protect the people from themselves, which is frightening.  If
this was an effective strategy don't you think every municipality would
enact it?


Even the White House issued a statement in 2013 saying that BSL (Breed
Specific Legislation) is ineffective and concurred that it is just
discrimination enshrined in law.


Please do the right thing by these dogs, and have faith in your
constituents that they can be responsible.


Thank you for your time.


Marika Meeks
Author, Cancer Survivor, Advocate


Address  10869 N. Scottsdale Road #103-262 Scottsdale, AZ
85254 
Phone  260-479-0036 Email  Marika@IncrediBullStella.com 
Website  www.incredibullstella.com 
Order book: https://amzn.to/2MSzFBU 
Non profit 501c3 Stella's Rescue Rehab 


photo Marika Meeks
IncrediBullStella



mailto:incredibullstella@gmail.com

mailto:dencc@denvergov.org

tel:260-479-0036

mailto:Marika@IncrediBullStella.com

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.incredibullstella.com__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!FTHni1asenW2Ca99cmQMShJx6mct18m4D1CG_WZvNCxKW9kzN9kWm-XR444sMra3$

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://amzn.to/2MSzFBU__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!FTHni1asenW2Ca99cmQMShJx6mct18m4D1CG_WZvNCxKW9kzN9kWm-XR47LdLkQg$

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://instagram.com/incredibullstella__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!FTHni1asenW2Ca99cmQMShJx6mct18m4D1CG_WZvNCxKW9kzN9kWm-XR47M3a9P8$

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://facebook.com/incredibullstellaa__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!FTHni1asenW2Ca99cmQMShJx6mct18m4D1CG_WZvNCxKW9kzN9kWm-XR4y9BJ_fr$

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJtNu7rdM0w74uJPR55zQQQ__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!FTHni1asenW2Ca99cmQMShJx6mct18m4D1CG_WZvNCxKW9kzN9kWm-XR4zmD--jc$

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.linkedin.com/in/marika-meeks-9169b814/__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!FTHni1asenW2Ca99cmQMShJx6mct18m4D1CG_WZvNCxKW9kzN9kWm-XR43nY1OGU$

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://twitter.com/incredibullstel__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!FTHni1asenW2Ca99cmQMShJx6mct18m4D1CG_WZvNCxKW9kzN9kWm-XR4wToMOxl$






From: Rosalie Borja
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I SUPPORT THE REPEAL OF THE PIT BULL BAN
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 10:35:36 AM


Please!!! Please overturn the Mayor’s veto of this unfair ban on pit bulls. The majority of your
constituents do not support it. Common sense regulations have been put in place to ensure
citizens responsibly adopt these animals and the ban only brings unfair consequences to the
few who do not represent the many. I pray you guys do the right thing. You have my support
in overturning the Mayor’s unilateral decision that was not widely supported yesterday. Thank
you!


Best,


Rosalie Borja
Inside Sales Agent, REALTOR®
The Margolis Team
mobile: 720-441-9612
Rosalie.TheMargolisTeam.com
Unsubscribe 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Never trust wiring instructions sent via email. Always independently
confirm wiring instructions in person or via a telephone call to a trusted and verified phone
number. Never wire money without double-checking that the wiring instructions are correct. 


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the
sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information
protected by law. Any unauthorized review, use or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message. 
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From: Lana Guz
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] END THE PITBULL DISCRIMINATION
Date: Saturday, February 15, 2020 4:11:32 PM


This pitbull ban currently in place in Denver is ineffective, cruel, and discriminatory. Study after study shows that
breed specific legislation is ineffective and often makes communities LESS safe. To take away the right of
Americans to keep their loving family members and prevent others from owning them is not only unethical but
unconstitutional. Historically, the perpetuation of fear-based ignorance is far more dangerous than any dog of any
kind could ever be.


Your cowardly mayor’s decision to condone this discrimination is WRONG. This is not okay. Now is the time for
us to stand up and advocate for those that can’t advocate for themselves. For these loving gentle and most loyal dogs
that have been abused at the hands of people for far too long, and then blamed for it. Human beings are the problem,
not dogs. Anyone who thinks pitbulls are inherently dangerous or aggressive has clearly never met one, or has only
met ones unlucky enough to have been trained as aggressive by humans. Doing the slightest bit of research on the
matter makes it clear that people are the problem, not the dogs.


I urge you to stand against the mayor’s reprehensible decision and vote to repeal this ban. If you want safer and
more humane communities for humans and pets, then you should focus on the sociopaths who are abusing,
neglecting, torturing, and killing these dogs by the millions. We most certainly have a pitbull problem in this
country, it’s just not the one we think. Pitbulls are very much the victims, not the perpetrators. Please stand on the
right side of history and vote to repeal this ban.


Best,
Lana Guz, mom of two loving, affectionate pitbulls that are scared of the printer (the same dogs whose very
existence is illegal in your city...for no reason)
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From: Josh Padilla
To: Flynn, Kevin J. - CC Member District 2 Denver City Council; City Council District 5; District 9; dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] End the pit bull ban
Date: Monday, February 17, 2020 2:19:51 PM


Good Afternoon,
 
I am writing to express my opinion against continuing the ban on pit bulls in your city. As a
passionate advocate for this kind, loving, gentle, loyal breed, I hope you will consider my words and
experiences prior to your meeting tomorrow.
 
Breed specific legislation has been proven to be ineffective. In 2013 the White House issued a
statement stating this, and agreed that it is in fact DISCRIMINATION enshrined within the law. If I
bring my pit bull to your city she will be taken from me based purely on her square head. How is this
just? This is not what America stands for. This is a disgrace. To take away the right of Americans to
keep their family members and prevent others from owning them is not only unethical, but it’s
unconstitutional. This ruling is coming from a place of fear, and we have learned throughout history
that fear based ignorance is a very dangerous game. I urge you to not to play it.
 
If you vote no on this important topic (which I'll reiterate has already sustained a majority vote), you
are missing an incredible opportunity to end the shameful genocide of innocent, voiceless beings. I
have been surrounded by pits my entire life, and have experienced the joy, love, and gentle
companionship they bring. If you support the Mayor in his veto, you are doing a disservice to the
hundreds of thousands of educated and responsible inhabitants of your city, and a disservice to
yourself. Additionally, you are deterring thousands more from visiting your city. If your ultimate goal
is truly to protect the public safety, which I whole heartedly support, you should focus on the
sociopaths who are abusing, neglecting, and killing these dogs. The irresponsible and abusive pet
owners who then become irresponsible parents, breeding more and more violence. With a 10% rise
in violent crime in Denver this year alone, I really think this should be your focus. Again, this is a
people problem. Not a dog problem. Especially not a pit bull problem.
 
The majority vote last week was clear. The ban on this beautiful breed should be at long last lifted.
Please do not let ignorance and discrimination prevail. Please take this opportunity and choose
change. Choose to end the stigma placed on pit bulls. Choose to allow these magical creatures that
love, protect, heal, and save so many lives to be allowed once again into your city. Choose to set the
precedent. Have to courage and integrity to end discrimination.
 
I appreciate your time and look forward to see what the future of Denver holds for our amazing
pittie friends.


Best,
Josh Padilla
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From: Chelsea lasley
To: dencc - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please remove the pit bull ban and push forward on the licensing plan
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 9:57:03 AM


As a Denver resident, I urge you to utilize science, facts, and statistics from areas who have lifted the discriminatory
practice of banning breeds of dogs!


Science tells us that all dogs are prone to biting given varying circumstances. It’s an innate defense mechanism that
every breed and size dog carries. No one breed is more likely to bite than another. Science also tells us that breed
specific bans trick communities into being afraid of a particular breed which leaves them susceptible to bites from
other breeds. This is the reason Denver currently has more recorded bites from labradors than any pit bull dogs! It
creates a false sense of safe and fails to create the true ideology that any strange dog can bite, and any familiar dog,
if pushed can bite!


Facts tell us that this type of legislation banning breeds doesn’t help the community or protect it. We have a better
chance knowing what dogs are out there if people didn’t have to hide them! We have a better chance at them being
vaccinated and spayed/neutered if they weren’t hiding in the shadows! If they were able to be vaccinated and
spayed/ neutered we would begin to see less of these animals homeless and wandering, therefore creating a safer
community for both dogs and people. Facts tells us that these dogs are in our community but that they are more
dangerous than ever because they often don’t get proper medical care, socialization or training based on being in
hiding! The ban is creating a more dangerous environment than it is preventing!


Past bans lifted in other cities have shown no significant increase in bites once lifted! We need to follow suit of
other cities and states and realize that this ban is not working, it’s not helping the community, and it creates more
danger than it protects us from! The American humane society publicly states that breed specific legislation is not
helping communities! Castle rock lifted their ban and have not had any significant increases. We need to be a major
city leading the pact... not one follow old laws that discriminate!


Laws are designed to protect our people and communities! Please don’t continue this outdated and ineffective rule!
Protect our community by allowing discrimination to end for these dogs!


I would also love to talk more with you about reasons I have heard as to why people aren’t registering animals in
Denver and why so many aren’t fixed or vaccinated


Please repeal the ban and push forward with the proposed licensing for pit bulls


Thank you
Chelsea Lasley
20858 E. 51st Pl Denver CO 80249


Sent from my iPhone
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From: jill Crosson
To: dencc - City Council; kevinflynn@denvergov.org; City Council District 5
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please REVERSE pitbull ban
Date: Sunday, February 16, 2020 8:08:36 AM


Dear Mayor and Council Members, 


I have been reading posts online regarding the possibility of reversing the current pit bull ban. 
I truly hope you will support this. 
I have a pitbull mix who truly is a family member. She has been there for us at the toughest of
times including multiple miscarriages. I have no idea what I would have done without her. She
is the absolute sweetest of dogs and great with all people including kids. She is wonderful with
our 3 yo. 
I have attached some pictures and truly hope you understand the importance of supporting all
dogs and family members. Don't support bad people who treat animals cruelly. 


Thank you
Jill 


-- 
Jill R. Crosson D.O., M.B.A., C.A.Q.S.M.
Sports Medicine
OAA Orthopaedic Specialists


Drjill13@gmail.com
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