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Plan Overview

Structure & Content
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Vision Elements



Plan Structure

• Introduction

• Area-wide Recommendations

• Land Use & Built Form

• Economy & Housing

• Mobility

• Quality of Life Infrastructure

• Neighborhoods of East Central

• Colfax Corridor

• Implementation



Equity Concepts

• Access to Opportunity

• Vulnerability to Displacement

• Jobs and Housing Diversity



Priority Recommendations

1. Strengthen the local economy by providing training for jobs in local 
industries, improving access to employment, and supporting locally-
owned, independent businesses. Priority recommendations include: 

A. Partnering with East Central hospitals to provide job training to residents and affordable 
housing for healthcare employees (See Policies E1 & E10) 

B. Preserving the independent culture of Colfax by proactively helping small, independent 
businesses survive and thrive during and after Colfax Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
construction by providing financial and technical assistance (see Policies C-E3 and C-E4). 



Priority Recommendations

2. Make housing more affordable and make more options available 
to a wide range of families and individuals. Priority 
recommendations include: 
A. Providing a more diverse range of housing options in neighborhoods (See Policies 

L5, & E11) 

B. Using every tool in the tool box, including zoning, to address the housing shortage 
by adding new affordable housing close to convenient public transit. (see Policies 
L3, E10 & E11) 



Priority Recommendations

3. Improve services for residents experiencing homelessness and 
take steps to prevent more people from losing their homes. 
Priority recommendations include: 
A. Reducing involuntary displacement by preserving existing affordable housing (see 

Policy E9) 

B. Enhancing social services to residents experiencing homelessness (see Policies 
E12, E13, & E14) 



Priority Recommendations

4. Make streets safer and more comfortable for everybody by 
improving walking, bicycling and public transit infrastructure. 
Priority recommendations include: 
A. Building high-quality sidewalks and safe crossings on Colfax (see Policy M1-A) 

B. Making 13th (see Policy M1-L), 14th (see Policy M1-M), 16th (see Policy M1-N), and 
17th (see Policy M1-O) avenues much safer to cross and travel along. 



Priority Recommendations

5. Expand historic preservation by making it easier to reuse existing buildings, 
creating more historic districts, and ensuring new buildings fit in with 
surrounding neighborhoods. Priority recommendations include:

A. Creating an adaptive reuse ordinance that addresses barriers across multiple codes. (see Policies 
L4 & C-L1). 

B. Incentivizing preservation of historically significant and character-providing buildings (see Policies 
L5, L6, & L9). 

C. Adopting new standards for quality design and compatibility with adjacent homes (see Policies L6, 
L7, & L8).  



Priority Recommendations

6. Reduce carbon pollution and create more climate-resilient 
neighborhoods by providing more opportunities for people to live 
and work near transit, adding shade trees, and taking a green 
approach to stormwater management. Priority recommendations 
include:  
A. Directing growth near high quality transit (see Policies L3, E2, E10). 
B. Protecting mature trees (see Policy Q6) and focusing tree planting efforts in 

strategic areas (see Policy Q5).



Transformative Projects

• District 6 Police Station

• 11th & Ogden

• Park Avenue

• Colfax & Colorado

• 17th & Garfield

• 13th & Vine

• Community Gardens & Neighborhood Park



Implementation

• Regulatory

• Public Infrastructure

• Partnerships / Programs



Planning Board Review



When evaluating plans to be adopted as supplements to 
Comprehensive Plan 2040, the Denver Planning Board 
and City Council shall consider the following criteria:

1. An inclusive community process was used to develop 

the plan.

2. The plan is consistent with the vision, goals and 

strategies of Comprehensive Plan 2040.

3. The plan demonstrates a long-term view.

East Central Planning Board Review Draft



1. Inclusive Community Process



East Central Area Plan Process

• Over 3,500 participants

• Over 10,000 comments



Community Engagement

• 6 community-wide workshops 

• 14 focus group meetings 

• 11 online surveys and activities 

• 30 steering committee meetings

• 24 RNO and other community group 
meetings

• 6 office-hours sessions

• 11 field surveys



Community Outreach

• 23 CPD newsletters 

• 3 Denver Planning Board meetings

• 81 locations and pop-up events provided 
with flyers and other printed materials 

• At least 8 stories by local media including 
the Denver Post, Denver’s 7, 9News and 
Fox31. 



Community Outreach

• Bilingual flyers were distributed throughout the East Central area, 
including libraries, recreation centers, schools, apartment buildings and community-
serving businesses to promote each workshop

• Electronic communication, web materials and online activities are compatible with 
smart phones, ADA accessible and available for auto-translation 

• Print copies of materials and additional language services were made available upon 
request

• Spanish language interpretation, food and childcare were 
provided at every community workshop



Targeted Outreach
• Residences at Franklin Park (a Senior Living community)

• Renaissance Uptown Lofts (supportive housing for residents 
experiencing homelessness)

• Christ in the City (people experiencing homelessness)

• Atlantis Community (an independent living center)

• DC-21 school

• East High School

• Seniors in September Educational and Resource Fair at Denver 
Botanic Gardens

• Apartment management companies

• Partnership with Councilman Hinds’ Office on additional renter 
outreach



Draft Plan Participation

• Over 3,000 comments on the draft plan

• About 300 commenters took part

• 1st draft open from November 9 to April 12

• 2nd draft open May 29 to July 1

• Most comments were small changes and clarification

• 107 substantive changes were made

• All comments and changes detailed on project website



Planning Board Summary

• Planning Board approved the East Central Area Plan 7-0 at the 
September 2, 2020 meeting with 2 conditions

• 7 members of the public spoke in support of the plan, and 3 spoke 
in opposition



1. Inclusive Community Process

Finding: The East Central Area Plan was 
developed through an inclusive public 
process. 



2. Plan Consistency



Consistency with Comprehensive Plan 2040

• Equitable, Affordable, & Inclusive

• 9 Goals, 19 Strategies

• Strong & Authentic Neighborhoods

• 8 Goals, 21 Strategies

• Connected, Safe, & Accessible

• 8 Goals, 17 Strategies

• Economically Diverse & Vibrant

• 4 Goals, 8 Strategies

• Environmentally Resilient

• 5 Goals,11 Strategies

• Healthy & Active

• 5 Goals, 11 Strategies



Consistency with Blueprint Denver

• Land Use & Built Form 

(General)

• 5 Policies, 10 Strategies

• Housing

• 4 Policies, 6 Strategies

• Economic

• 5 Policies, 7 Strategies

• Design Quality & Preservation

• 5 Policies, 17 Strategies

• Mobility

• 5 Policies, 15 Strategies

• Quality of Life Infrastructure

• 7 Policies, 19 Strategies



Consistency with Blueprint Denver
Neighborhood Contexts Future Places Growth Strategy

Future Street Types Modal Priority Equitable Planning



2. Plan Consistency

Finding: The East Central Area Plan is 
consistent with Comprehensive Plan 2040 
and Blueprint Denver. 



3. Long-Term View



3. Long-Term View

Finding: The East Central Area Plan has 
an appropriate long-term perspective. 

The East Central Area Plan:

• Has a 2040 planning horizon

• Establishes a vision for maintaining the look and 
feel of established residential neighborhoods 

• Directs a majority of growth to centers and 
corridors in areas that are served by transit

• The vision will take many years to achieve



Approval with the condition that the 

document be edited for clarity and 

correctness.

Staff Recommendation



• September 2 - Planning Board Public Hearing

• September 15 - LUTI Committee

• September 28 - City Council 1st Reading

• October 5 - City Council Public Hearing

Next Steps



Reference Maps


































