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1. Origins of Park — 1910s
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Sanborn Map, 1903-1925

Empty block set aside for park in "Downing’s Addition”
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1. Origins of Park — 1910s

Tennis courtAat pérk, 1930-1940
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Renaming Bill, 1931

olumbus” Park — 1930s

"Sponsored by Councilman Eugene Veraldi, a T
bill directing that the name of the North Side CITY HALL HANDED

playground be changed to Columbus park, . s o

Been Brought Out Into L

Councilman Veraldi said the Friends of Italy, an S

even forgot to say anything about it to |
suecceded him,
Tuerdey nlint the clty council

organization of Denver university students ST
. . & iy BY

who were born in America but whose parents

were born in Italy, will raise funds with which

SO 3 o (et oo on tne| " ¥4
o e e
S F

which s ordered placed In

et
the Nands of the finance committee! for-
nt, h

to erect a Columbus memorial in the park.”

Denver Post, October 6, 1931

¥ name
Ralls, said they will ot be pre..
paF=il to report until Chief Clark re-
turns.

Councliman Knizht jumped to his
feet and demanded that the report of

ran and Madden be glven o the
council.

“\We found everything o. k. and see
noseaten for ans further arsument

"An ordinance repealing the city law regarding
beauty parlors was approved by council, as
was another bill changing the name of a
northside playground to Columbus park.”

Denver Post, October 14, 1931

COUNCILACTS TO
| REPEAL CITY LAW

RN

License  Ordinance  Slated
To Be Rescinded
: Next Week.

o

A blll_vepealing the ordinance
licensing beauty shops and operators
was ordered published at the city
council meeting Monday evening and
1s expected to he passed on final
rending next week.

The bill Is belng repealed because
of a state law licensing shops and
operators, which will go Into effect
here as soon as the city law is Killed.
State Senator Teller Ammons _ex:
plained to the councilmen how Den-
ver beauty shop proprietors and
operators would be discriminated
agninst 1 both laws were offective.

Sponsored by Councilman Eugene
Veraldl, n bill dlrecting that the
name of the North Side playground,
West Thirty-elghth avenue and Nav-
ajo street, be changed to Columbus
park, way ordered published. Coun-
climan Veraldi sald the Friends of
Ttaly, an organization of Denver uni-
slty studenty who were born in
America_but whose parents were
born in Italy, will ralse funds with
which to erect o Columbus memorial
In the pack.

A DIl requiring master palnters
and decorators to pay an annual
license fee of $5 and to post a $1.000
bond with the city was killed when

e

i

reading.
Manager of Revenue W, F. Me-
Glone furnished the council with a

* | assessed valuations of Denver prop-
erty for 1030 and 1031. He previously
had made the figures public. The
assessed valuation for 1931 is $451.-
175,985, ns compared to $460.002.865
for 1930, or o decrease of $8,826.850.

A blll reducing the annual license
fees for poolhally wax passed on final
reading, Hereafter $20 will be charged
for the first table and $5, instead of
310, for ench additional table.

BAPTIST CHURCH

PAMPLAVE DCIMP

ON BEAUTY SHOPS:

brought out of committee on first .

comparative abstract showing the b




zo on all purchases starting Aug. 1.

SWIMMING POOL
T0 BE DEDICATED
AT GQEI!BUS PARK

Dedication ceremonies for the
Columbus park swimming pool re-
cently completed by WPA labor at
West thirty-eighth avenue and Osage
street will be held Saturday.

Included on the program will be
a2 swimming and diving exhibition
and speeches by Mayor Benjamin F.
Stapleton, Paul Shriver, regional di-
rector of the WPA; Willard Greim,
dirccior of recreation in the Denver
public schools; Manager of Improve-
ments and Parks George E. Cranmer,
City Councilman Michael Marran-
cino and Frank Mancini, president
of the Federated societies.

Dominic Coloroso is in charge of
arrangements and Joseph N. Lilly
will act as master of ceremonies.
The invocation will be given by the
Rev. Gaetano Del Brusco, pastor of
Mount Carmel church.
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CITATION (TURABIAN STYLE)
Denver Post(Demver, Colorado), July 24, 1940: 30.
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A LOT of water has been
2> around,

Tk Poo i%ll 0

Denver mothers are taking
lessons in the fine art of the
Australian _crawl, scissor kick
and belly-flopper from Swim=
master Bill Weidenbacher.
The mothers first came to the
city's cement swimming hole at
W. 33th ave. and Navijo st. to
chaperone their youngsters to
the free morning lessons.

But the combination of Den-
ver's unreasonably warm
weather and giddy shouts of
“Hey, Mom, the water's fine!”
worked wonders.

Housewives from 18 to 50 be-
< wan taking the nlunge in droves.

Mrs. Sylvia Lovato of 2523

£

—ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS—Q
[ree—

nver, Colo.

18th st., barely managing to
‘keep her head out of water,

spouted merrily: “I just found

out how much fun it could

be.”

annual  vietory

" Weldenbacher coaches Yooiball
eiden o 3

t Randall School in off seasons;

a
has

3. Beloved Community Asset Through the Decades

Denver Post (published as THE DENVER POST) - July 24,1940 - page 30
1y 24,1940 | Denver Post (published as THE DENVER POST) | Denver, Colorado | Page 30

1960-1970 - The Hispanic
population of the neighborhood
doubles from 1960 to 1970, and

many younger Italian residents
leave the area for the Northern
and Western suburbs.



3. Community Pride

tension oyey care
of the park

Band playing at the pool,
undated

|danza’ at the parkl

Teaching
19705

Kids at the pool,
undated



4. Struggle for Justice

Park becomes focal point for growing Chicano rights
movement in Denver.

'»

-~

1972 - Ann Gutierrez speaks to community about

CrusaAde forJustlce on 15t St 1966-1970
police harassment and pool conditions, RMNPC > 0 37
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and the park pd led
Thursday to Joe Ciancio lr, manager
of parks and recreation, by a delegation
of more than 100 youn,

i
manager 171«1 life,

Late: unl

. Struggle for Justice

outh delegatmn demadp

lancio, the iorth
Nt Association

'Ql‘mwu and  not
bater is o j

- There g

® 23 to get the job done,
.um be at work Friday
s fast as we can, It it's
by the 23rd n \|1| be because we can’t

By DON LYLE
Rocky Mountain News City Hall Reporter
Demands to cleapup Cotunmibius” Tiark

l" a jult l"bmm,
s

ponse to another demand, Clancio said

that the park was cleaned and
ables * installed until
. and more trash
k

aff only cleany
" the youngsiers th

The hx llw( mee

ed C ’"y (nlmrll for

also complain
during we
x--l area to ride ma

that the pool staft
i hours, leaves the

s, drinks around
he pool and the area

ear.
) bottom of the pool
e said, byt 1 g on't

Pool  ma

the pool
cleaned and r|l|lll'vl as
and Said he Would have the
“chrickholes” on ghe

hat ,.,,1 every morn-
¢ bes

and bot-

Crowe | nm\m

ts were le and Ciancio esti-

E;I;mbus Park ‘rededicatior

»*
“The Race,”|formed in Texas, Colorado, Wy-|grou
* La Raza translated literally rr]))ean‘ser it el e Heaa o Cl
*  but for thousands of Chicanos in Den ide in that|With folk dances from the many | gan
*  unity of all the world’s races—and taking pride ML EIat g, 0 %y o
* humanistic mixing. r all cm/c'\:l \whopczr:ﬁimhelp Also on hand will be Teatro
: with such a guideline{ Co-leglebrate, Rodriguez P
: m;&f'\‘ “ar cated bm“ennm' “The name change is impor-fdealing with Chicano cululx;;e &c
W.38th—and—W. 39th Avenues, |tant because it points out topeo-| Mexican music will e per; (
€\J Navajo and Osage Streets, Sat-|ple that Chicanos have &mix- formany nsy
= urday, will undergo a name |ture of everpreof blood in the | g
9 change to “La Raza Park.” world,"” Rodriguez added.’
«==  The name change will not be| Because of this mixtu

official and has not received the| sulting from the inner
sanction of the ‘“city fathers,”| riages which occurred
O put it will be changed in the| many wars in Europ
hearts and minds of many north| then the Spanish conqu
Denver residents, according to| Mexico, the park’s nam
= Arturo Rodriguez, a <ity parks| remind persons to have
and recreation department em-| in that mixed blood and
ploye who directs Columbus| mind them all men are

Park’s recreation program. .ers,
4 To celebrate, the park will be|
i the scene of a fiesta which will|
include entertainers, games for
children and free Mexlcan (ood

1972 —

“La Raza” park rededlcat|on and celebration

IN THE SPT
OF OUR PED

RIT BIERYONE CAMELA RAZA PARK

PLE AND ENJOYED, BASKETRALL

Northside youth protest for jobs at
Parks & Recreation




4. Struggle for Justice -1981 Police contflict
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1980s — Official re-name attempt

Plaza de la Raza

Built in 1989
{ structure)

This kiosko (pyramic

is dedicated to all people of

Denver’s Northside
uture in honor
ed fight for
peace, justice and equality.

a La Raza!

past, present and f

of their continu

11



Cultural celebrations

Continued
importance
to a vibrant
Latinx

community

Dia de los Muertos

Activism

12



5. “La Raza,” not “Columbus”

* Atrocities against the indigenous
Taino people of Hispaniola — mass
murder and enslavement.

* Brutality towards fellow Europeans
— hangings and mutilation of
settlers for minor offenses.

* Columbus eventually arrested,
brought back to Spain in chains, and
stripped of his governorship.

* The narrative of Columbus
“discovering” America is offensive
to indigenous peoples.

* Government recognition of
Columbus represents government-
sanctioned oppression and violence.

13



5. Current Application - Parks & Rec Naming Policy

Sec. 4.5.3 Naming for Persons

"DPR reserves the right to rename any Park,
Building, or Major Feature if the person for

whom it is named turns out to be disreputable
or subsequently acts in a disreputable way.”




5. Current Application - Parks & Rec Naming Policy
Section 4.3.2

“Priority for naming parks and recreational facilities after
deceased persons should be given in the following order to
those who have significant and lasting contributions 1) to the
Denver parks and recreation system, 2) to the City; or 3) to the
nation. ™

"Naming Parks and Buildings after national or international
figures should be rare and only upon a substantial
demonstration of the figure's connection to or special
importance in the Denver community or the State of
Colorado”

15



5. Current Application — Re-naming petition

Over 700 signatures Support from other elected 100-years-old, “waited half his
officials life for this name change.”

In-person petition signing, July 2020

16
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Thank You |
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