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Hopefully you! 
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“We are a homeless response system that is stretched to the very thinnest we’ve ever been —

with resources and staffing and locations, and the idea that somehow we would be able to help

another 800 or 1,000 people in the coming weeks is just unfathomable. It causes a lot of anxiety

for us. How are we going to help people find homes?”

~Cathy Alderman, Colorado Coalition for the Homeless

Westword, July 17, 2020
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Housing crisis pre-COVID-19
More than 46% renters cost-burdened

Unprecedented rates of

homelessness
PIT 4,071

Rent Control Ban & Telluride

Linkage fee insufficient

Construction costs high

Housing costs outpaced wages
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Statewide eviction moratorium expired on Dec. 31

Federal CDC moratorium will expire on Jan. 31

Beginning Jan. 1, landlords may now provide tenants with 10 day

notice, instead of 30 day notice 
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9,249 evictions 3,912 evictions

20192019 20202020

DURING MORATORIUM!DURING MORATORIUM!
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Jan 2020, 920 evictions

Feb 2020, 819 evictions

Nov 2020, 205 evictions

Dec 2020, 239 evictions

State & FedState & Fed  

MoratoriumMoratorium
Pre-COVIDPre-COVID

Baseline expectation Altered, compounding
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90% of eviction filings resulted in eviction during COVID

95% of landlords were represented by counsel

Only 1% of tenants were represented by counsel

1 in 4 Coloradans are facing eviction right now. 
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To be protected under moratorium, tenant must sign

and provide landlord a declaration stating they are

experiencing financial hardship due to COVID-19.

CDC moratorium does not require landlord to provide

notice of protections.
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Courts inform of resources

Tenant only learns their options for current

legal support if they appear in court. Most

self-evict 

TRUA

Design and administrative challenges

slowing the disbursement of funds.

No immediate prioritization of evictions

Resources are provided at 1st court appearance. If tenant

reaches out via 311 they are routed to TRUA. 
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Black and Latino individuals and families are significantly more likely to face eviction

Black female renters are filed against for evictions at double the rate of white renters.

Families with children disproportionately receive eviction judgments.

During September and October of 2020, Colorado adults living in households with

children were nearly 3X as likely as those without children to report being behind on rent,

and significantly more likely to have slight or no confidence in their ability to pay next

month’s rent.

Black women with children face the highest rate of eviction.

Evictions are a Racial Justice Issue & Impact Families with Children
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Colorado Legal Services increased the # clients by 66% in the year that it received ELDF

funds (FY 2020)

In the year it received ELDF funds CLS increased its number of eviction assistance clinics

from 7 to 198.

493 clients reported having a disability

An estimated 31 percent were families with children

An estimated 41 percent were from communities of color

The Eviction Legal Defense Fund

·     

Of the 1,233 clients served by CLS in the year it received ELDF funds:

*CLS was not able to serve at least 323 individuals and families, who were turned away.
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The process for getting tenants resources is not streamlined nor mandatory and

occurs too late in the process

Little coordination from across agencies, courts cannot pick a side

Best investment! 

Preventing an eviction is the  least costly, most effective way to mitigate

homelessness paired with rental assistance; 4:1 ROI

Data has shown that evictions are not only caused by economic hardships but

are themselves a root cause of poverty and homelessness.

Credit, permanent record, total disruption



candicdebacaD9 @candicdebacaD9 distr ict9@denvergov .org@candicdebacaD9

The Eviction Legal Defense pilot as a program has proven that the passive access  to legal services rather

than guaranteed representation is not the best way to maximize minimal housing stability resources. 

The courts have a duty to not advantage a party. Resources that are not a right are perceived as

advantaging one side and courts are reluctant to actively outreach to tenants. 

Denver does not have a tenant legal representation office and relies on the courts as the provider of

information. 

The OFE is not an extension of HOST or Clerk & Recorder- limited/different access

No coordinated pathway to wrap around supports early on in the process or throughout/post 

There is a known power imbalance inherent in eviction proceedings that cannot be corrected

passively.



Corrects the imbalance of power and knowledge

Increases likelihood of that tenant will stay

housed, negotiate safe terms, and avoid

homelessness

Reduces downstream costs to the City in a range

of service areas

Ordinance change

Universal Right to Counsel
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New York

Washington DC

San Francisco

Newark

Cleveland

Philadelphia 

Boulder

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.



In NYC the payoff was evident after only one year; 3:1 - 4:1 ROI
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https://www.cssny.org/news/entry/nyc-right-to-counsel
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SB20B-002: Housing and Direct COVID Emergency Assistance:

Amongst rental assistance, directs $1M from the General Fund to the

Eviction Legal Defense Fund

Denver 2021 budget allocated $1M to Eviction Legal Defense (began

in 2018), up from $297K in 2020. 
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Boulder Endorsements included several familiar stakeholders likely to support in Denver
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New York: 
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1687978&GUID=29A4594B-9E8A-4C5E-A797-96BDC4F64F80&Options=ID|Text|&Search=214-B

DC: 
https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B22-0024

San Francisco: 
https://sfgov.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3268932&GUID=EEA4358C-C18D-4AE9-B682-9295A3AC3FAA&Options=ID|Text|&Search=eviction

Newark: 
https://newark.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3600177&GUID=706512AB-9068-4508-8193-1F1C1293ABE5&Options=&Search=&FullText=1

Cleveland: 
https://cityofcleveland.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4138057&GUID=C96C18A7-4516-4439-A9FF-A3766DB6066D&Options=ID|Text|&Search=eviction

Philadelphia: 
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3943568&GUID=EC5846F5-CECE-414F-A9F4-CA2F49D698B1&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=tenants&FullText=1

Boulder: 
https://bouldercolorado.gov/central-records/document-archive
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