
Budget & Policy Committee Meeting

Advancing Equity in Rezoning – Work Session with Planning Board
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June 10, 2021



Agenda
9:00 – 9:05  Welcome and Introductory Remarks
9:05 – 9:25  Staff Presentation
9:25 – 10:45 Discussion
10:45 - 11:00 Next Steps
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Primary Purpose of Today

• Follow-up to March 2020 Special Policy 
Committee Meeting

• Listening session for City Council and 
Planning Board to share key issues 
that will inform an upcoming zoning 
code amendment to create more 
equitable outcomes from rezonings



Follow-Up from March 2020 
Special Policy Committee
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Topics Discussed
• Rezoning criteria
• Concerns with existing rezoning process and criteria

o Current process enables too many speculative rezonings

o Need to better address city goals for equity and climate
• Peer city approaches to rezoning and equity



Rezoning is a Regulatory Tool
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Rezoning and the entitlement process

Large 
Development 

Review
Rezoning

Horizontal and 
Vertical Site 
Plan Review

Permitting

Budget and Policy Committee 7



8

Peer City Research: Themes

• Legislative, proactive rezonings to implement plans are 
more common

• Most cities use other tools besides rezoning criteria to 
advance equitable development outcomes

• No city had an equity criterion
• Equity and impacts are typically addressed through 

required studies



Improvements Made
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Improvements Made
Rezoning Application
The application was revised to include 
new questions, including:

• How the proposed rezoning advances 
equity and climate goals from 
Blueprint Denver and Comprehensive 
Plan 2040

• Whether the applicant contacted the 
council district office
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Improvements Made
Encourage Concept Plan Review
CPD encourages applicants to complete a 
concept review meeting (first phase of Site 
Development Plan) prior to submitting a 
rezoning application

• Recommended at time of pre-
application

• Added a question to rezoning 
application to confirm if they had a 
concept review meeting
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Improvements Underway
Equity analysis for rezoning improvements:
• Adding more data from tracking vulnerability to 

displacement online mapping tool
• New data not included in Blueprint equity 

indicators, such as residential demolitions and 
changes in property tax

• Improving integration into presentations and 
documents such as LDR framework

• Expanding from 5+ acre threshold to also 
include NEST neighborhoods

https://geospatialdenver.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=4ca23abc1e21498fba6a356614353611


Upcoming Code Amendment
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Issues to Address
• Improve community engagement and 

access to the rezoning process 
• Improve how equity impacts are 

evaluated as part of the rezoning process
• Clearer requirements for the applicant to 

commit to equitable development
• Modernize rezoning criteria
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Achieving Equitable Outcomes

Through this project, we aim to better 
address...
• Inclusive public engagement in the 

rezoning process
• Impacts of proposed rezonings on 

surrounding residents
• How rezonings could lead to 

equitable development
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Equity in Rezoning – Potential Scope
• Rezoning process
• Rezoning criteria
• Equity analysis for rezoning
• Clearer requirements for applicants to 

advance equitable development
• Rezoning fees
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Equity in Rezoning – Timeline and Process
• Public launch, including steering committee, in fall 2021
• Anticipated 18- to 20-month process
• Citywide community outreach
• Final changes will follow the public adoption process for 

Denver Zoning Code Text Amendments
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Planning Board and City Council Involvement
• Planning Board and City Council representation on 

steering committee
• Info item updates to Planning Board, LUTI Committee 

and/or Budget & Policy Committee
• Partner with CPD to host and advertise community 

meetings, focus groups, surveys, and other 
opportunities for public input
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Discussion for Today
1. What goals should this project achieve?
2. What items should the project not address?
3. What key issues or topics should CPD consider as we scope 

and plan for this project? For example:
• Items to add?
• What research should be explored?



Next Steps
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Next Steps

• Late summer: CPD one-on-one briefings with 
councilmembers 

• Fall: public launch
• Late 2021: another work session with City Council 

and Planning Board?
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