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Reprecincting / Redistricting

What

• Redrawing of election precincts using registered voter counts, 

population and census block boundaries

• Adjustment of City Council Districts using census counts and 

new precinct boundaries

Why?

• Required every 10 years after Census

Enabling Legislation - written in City Charter

• To accommodate changes in population



Teams and Roles

Technology Services

• Census data processing, GIS analysis, and mapping
• Software setup, training, and support

State

• State redistricting and reapportionment
Elections Division

• Reprecincting 
City Council Redistricting Committee

• Public outreach
• Use web-based redistricting application to create proposed districts
• Vote on final map

Public

• Use web-based redistricting application to create proposed districts 
• Attend meetings, review and provide input to proposed boundaries



Census Geography and Differential Privacy

Census blocks are the smallest Census geography

• Most are the same size as a City block
• Election Precincts are based on Census Blocks
• Population, Race, and ethnicity counts provided BUT…

Differential Privacy

• The Census has modified the demographic data to protect privacy
• Data is only accurate enough to perform analysis at the block group 

or larger geographies (Tract, Statistical Neighborhood, etc.)
• This provides changes for analysis at a granular level
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Census Geography and Differential Privacy

Census blocks are the smallest Census geography

• Most same size as a City block
• Election Precincts are based on Census Blocks
• Population, Race, and ethnicity counts provided BUT…

Differential Privacy

• The Census has modified the demographic data to protect privacy
• Data is only accurate enough to perform analysis at the blockgroup

or larger geographies (Tract, Neighborhood, etc.)
• This provides changes for analysis at a granular level

Census Block Groups



City Council Population and Demographic 

Maps

Kathie Zehren – Senior GIS Analyst
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Questions?

Doug Genzer – GIS Data Administrator

Kathie Zehren – Sr. GIS Analyst

Technology Services

Data, Tools & Governance


