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Item Title & Description:
(Do not delete the following instructions)
These appear on the Council meeting agenda. Initially, the requesting agency will enter a 2-3 sentence
description. Upon bill filling, the City Attorney’s Office should enter the title above the description (the title
should be in bold font).

Both the title and description must be entered between the red “title” and “body” below.  Do not at any
time delete the red “title” or “body” markers from this template.

A bill for an ordinance amending Chapter 10 of the Denver Revised
Municipal Code to clarify energy efficiency requirements of existing
buildings.
Amends Chapter 10 of the Denver Revised Municipal Code to clarify energy
efficiency requirements of existing buildings. The Committee approved filing
this item at its meeting on 8-17-2022.

Affected Council District(s) or citywide? Citywide

Executive Summary with Rationale and Impact:
Detailed description of the item and why we are doing it. This can be a separate attachment.

This requests the clean-up of a few items in the Energize Denver Ordinance that City Council passed
unanimously last November to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from commercial and multifamily buildings
80% by 2040.    For details on what Energize Denver is, see the Energize Denver Hub at
www.denvergov.org/energizedenver <http://www.denvergov.org/energizedenver> .  The following is a detailed
explanation of all clean-up changes in the requested ordinance:

- Page 1:  Applicability language added narrowing the applicability of the electrification requirements
from all existing buildings to only commercial and multifamily existing buildings, as originally
intended.  Currently the ordinance would also apply to single family homes, which was never intended.

- Page 1:  The definition of condensing unit is updated to include language ‘only in a heated space’ so that
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that language doesn’t need to be repeated every time a condensing unit is mentioned throughout. The
same change is made to ‘unitary air conditioner’ on page 2.  These changes improve the readability of
other sections.

- Page 1:  The definition of ‘electrification retrofit feasibility report is clarified for better readability and
understanding, and ‘schematic design’ is removed since schematic design is a very specific technical
term in the hvac industry that was not intended here.

- Page 2:  A few typos are corrected in definitions.

- Page 3:  ‘January 1, 2023’ is changed to ‘March 1, 2023’ to line up these code changes with the rest of
the building code changes CPD is bringing to Council this fall.

- Page 3:  Boilers are excluded from review prior to permitting in 2023 since no requirements apply to
boilers until 2025, and so there is no benefit to send them through review until 2025.

- Page 3:  “unitary air conditioner or condensing unit” is added in a few locations since it was omitted in
error from the 2023 requirements (and only included in the 2025 requirements) to correct a drafting
error.  2023 help prepare the market for 2025 requirements, so these system types need to go through the
2023 process change.

- Page 4: the word “furnace” is removed so that all equipment has to be correctly sized.

- Page 4:  “economic hardship” exemptions are removed from 2023 to correct a drafting error.  Economic
hardship is defined in the ordinance in terms of the cost difference between a gas system and a required
electric system, and in 2023 there are no electrification requirements, so we have no definition or need
for economic hardship exemptions in 2023.

- Page 6 & 7:  The words ‘schematic design’ are removed to align with the clarified definition of
electrification retrofit feasibility reports.

- Page 7:  The word ‘space’ is changed to ‘water’ to correct an error.

- Page 8:  The word ‘solar’ is changed to ‘renewable’.  The word ‘fully’ is removed.  The state is
developing building performance standards that are likely not to align on renewables, leaving building
owners in a bad situation where they might build renewables to comply with the City and then realize
those don’t count towards compliance for the State.  These two changes will let us honor the original
intent and spirit of the Energize Denver Task Force recommendations, while considering aligning with
the state if that helps this ordinance achieve it’s intended balance of being both ambitious for the climate
and truly practical and implementable for our community.

Address/Location (if applicable):

Legal Description (if applicable):

Denver Revised Municipal Code (D.R.M.C.) Citation (if applicable): Chapter 10, sections 10-20 and

10-404, of the Denver Revised Municipal Code

Draft Bill Attached? Yes
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